Illinois Pre-Trip Vehicle
Inspection CDL Practice
Test (Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

This is a sample study guide. To access the full version with hundreds of

questions,




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide, visit https://ilpretripvehicleinspeccdl.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e e 1
Table of Contents ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeens 2
INtroduction ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e ceeeeae 3
How to Use This Guide ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniinens 4
L1011 =13 0 ) 1 7 6
ANSWETS ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeentaacacosentosentonsncossntosensoscnsanss 9
EXplanations ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieetiacnttnenenes 11

LN T ] 1= 0 1 17




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.

7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!




Questions




1. What should be verified regarding the fuel tank?
A. That it is clean
B. That it is properly secured and has no leaks
C. That it has a specific color
D. That it is filled to capacity

2. What should you check regarding the exhaust system?
A. Look for rust and age on the exhaust pipe

B. Inspect for signs of leaking, secure attachment, and no
excessive noise

C. Check for proper emissions levels

D. Ensure that the exhaust is the correct diameter

3. What is the purpose of checking the ammeter/voltmeter
during a pre-trip inspection?

A. To ensure the fuel gauge is accurate

B. To check that gauges show charging or that warning light is
off

C. To measure tire pressure accurately
D. To confirm air pressure levels

4. What is the maximum allowable play in the belts checked
during an inspection?

A. 1 inch

B. 1/2 inch

C. 3/4 inch

D. 1 1/4 inches

5. What is one of the checks performed on the wipers during
the inspection?

A. The arms must be aesthetically pleasing
B. The blades must be worn out

C. The arms and blades should be secure and operate smoothly
D. The wipers must have a special coating
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6. What should you look for in brake hoses and lines?
A. Improper color coding
B. Cracks, wear, or leaks
C. Length exceeding manufacturer specifications
D. Presence of additional fittings

7. Why is it important to inspect the defroster during pre-trip
checks?

A. To prevent the windshield from cracking

B. To ensure clear visibility in adverse weather conditions
C. To stop ice from building up on the wipers

D. To improve fuel efficiency

8. How can you tell if the bearings are in good condition
during a pre-trip inspection?

A. Check for play in the steering wheel

B. Listen for unusual noises or excessive play in the wheel when
spun

C. Inspect the color of the grease used in bearings
D. Check the torque specifications of the bearings

9. How should air levels be checked in air brakes during
inspection?
A. By inspecting the brake pads for wear
B. By performing a test drive to gauge responsiveness

C. By referring to gauge readings to confirm proper air
pressure

D. By visually checking for leaks in the system

10. What can be done during the pre-trip inspection to check
the visibility of the driver?

A. Adjust the driver's seat to a comfortable position

B. Ensure mirrors and windows are clean and unobstructed
C. Ask another person if they can see the driver clearly

D. Perform a test drive to evaluate visibility
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Explanations




1. What should be verified regarding the fuel tank?
A. That it is clean

B. That it is properly secured and has no leaks
C. That it has a specific color

D. That it is filled to capacity

The correct answer focuses on the importance of ensuring that the fuel tank is properly
secured and free of leaks during the pre-trip vehicle inspection. A securely fastened fuel
tank is crucial for maintaining the integrity of the vehicle and preventing potentially
dangerous situations, such as fuel spills that can lead to fires or environmental hazards.
Checking for leaks is essential as well; even a small leak can pose serious safety risks,
including slipping hazards on roadways or fuel loss that can affect the vehicle's range
and efficiency. Addressing the condition of the fuel tank is a fundamental aspect of
vehicle safety, as it safeguards both the driver and the environment. Other aspects of the
fuel tank, such as cleanliness, color, or fuel level, are not as critical during the initial
safety inspection, thus not making them the primary focus in this context. These
elements may be important in other situations, but the priority during a pre-trip
inspection is securing the tank and ensuring there are no leaks.

2. What should you check regarding the exhaust system?
A. Look for rust and age on the exhaust pipe

B. Inspect for signs of leaking, secure attachment, and no
excessive noise

C. Check for proper emissions levels
D. Ensure that the exhaust is the correct diameter

The focus of an effective pre-trip inspection of the exhaust system is on several key
factors that can indicate its overall condition and functionality. Checking for signs of
leaking, secure attachment, and ensuring there is no excessive noise are critical
components of this inspection. When inspecting for leaks, it's important because
exhaust leaks can lead to harmful exhaust gases entering the vehicle's cabin, posing
health risks to the driver and passengers. Securing the exhaust system is essential, as
loose components could lead to more significant mechanical issues while driving.
Excessive noise might suggest that parts of the exhaust system are damaged or worn out,
which can affect performance and safety. While elements like rust, emissions levels, and
diameter may be important in specific contexts, the primary concerns during a pre-trip
inspection remain ensuring that there are no leaks and that all components are securely

attached and functioning as intended. These factors directly impact safe vehicle
operation on the road.
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3. What is the purpose of checking the ammeter/voltmeter
during a pre-trip inspection?

A. To ensure the fuel gauge is accurate

B. To check that gauges show charging or that warning light is
off

C. To measure tire pressure accurately
D. To confirm air pressure levels

The purpose of checking the ammeter/voltmeter during a pre-trip inspection is to ensure
that the electrical system of the vehicle is functioning properly. A properly functioning
ammeter or voltmeter will indicate whether the battery is charging adequately and that
the electrical system is working as it should. If the gauges show that the system is
charging or if the warning light is off, it indicates that the alternator is supplying
sufficient power to recharge the battery and operate the electrical components of the
vehicle. In contrast, checking the fuel gauge, measuring tire pressure, or confirming air
pressure levels are unrelated functions that pertain to different systems within the
vehicle. Fuel gauge readings are important for monitoring fuel levels, while tire pressure
measurements pertain to tire integrity and safety, and air pressure checks are related to
systems such as brakes and suspensions. Therefore, focusing on the ammeter/voltmeter

during the pre-trip inspection ensures that the vehicle's electrical system is ready for
operation.

4. What is the maximum allowable play in the belts checked
during an inspection?

A. 1 inch

B. 1/2 inch

C. 3/4 inch

D. 1 1/4 inches

The maximum allowable play in the belts during an inspection is indeed 3/4 inch. This is
crucial for ensuring the belts are functioning properly; any excess play can lead to
inefficiencies in engine performance and can contribute to premature wear on both the
belts and the components they drive. Proper tension in drive belts is essential for
effectively transferring power from the engine to various accessories and systems, such
as the alternator, water pump, and air conditioning compressor. In a pre-trip vehicle
inspection, ensuring that belts have the correct amount of tension (not too tight or too
loose) is vital for safe operation and maintenance of the vehicle. If the play exceeds 3/4
inch, it may indicate that the belt needs adjustment or replacement, as it could slip or

fail to function correctly under load. Regular checks help prevent potential breakdowns
and maintain vehicle reliability.
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5. What is one of the checks performed on the wipers during
the inspection?

A. The arms must be aesthetically pleasing
B. The blades must be worn out
C. The arms and blades should be secure and operate smoothly

D. The wipers must have a special coating

One of the crucial checks performed on the wipers during a vehicle inspection is to
ensure that the arms and blades are secure and operate smoothly. This aspect is
essential for the safe operation of the vehicle, as the windshield wipers play a vital role in
maintaining visibility during inclement weather. If the wipers are not secure, they may
become detached while driving, leading to reduced visibility and increasing the risk of an
accident. Additionally, if the wiper blades do not move smoothly or effectively clear the
windshield, they will not provide adequate visibility, which can also compromise safety.
Maintaining the wipers in good working condition is critical; hence, inspectors focus on
secure connections and smooth operation to ensure the driver can confidently operate
the vehicle in various weather conditions.

6. What should you look for in brake hoses and lines?
A. Improper color coding
B. Cracks, wear, or leaks

C. Length exceeding manufacturer specifications
D. Presence of additional fittings

When conducting a pre-trip vehicle inspection, one crucial aspect to check is the
condition of the brake hoses and lines. This is because they play a vital role in the
vehicle's braking system, which is essential for safe operation. Inspecting for cracks,
wear, or leaks is fundamental because any damage can lead to brake failure or reduced
braking performance. Cracks may indicate that the hose is brittle and could rupture
under pressure, while wear can lead to thinning of the material and possible failure.
Leaks can compromise the hydraulic pressure necessary for the brakes to function
effectively. Ensuring that the brake hoses and lines are in good condition directly
contributes to the overall safety of the vehicle on the road. In contrast, looking for
improper color coding, length exceeding manufacturer specifications, or the presence of
additional fittings are not primary indicators of the hoses' effectiveness in maintaining
the braking system's integrity. These factors may be relevant under specific
circumstances, but they do not have the same immediate impact on safety as inspecting
for cracks, wear, or leaks.
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7. Why is it important to inspect the defroster during pre-trip
checks?

A. To prevent the windshield from cracking

B. To ensure clear visibility in adverse weather conditions
C. To stop ice from building up on the wipers

D. To improve fuel efficiency

Inspecting the defroster during pre-trip checks is crucial primarily to ensure clear
visibility in adverse weather conditions. A functioning defroster helps remove fog and ice
that can obstruct the driver's view, particularly during cold or humid weather. If the
defroster is not working properly, it can lead to dangerous driving situations where the
driver cannot adequately see the road or other vehicles. While other options may have
some relevance to vehicle operation and safety, they do not directly address the primary
purpose of the defroster. Ensuring clear visibility is essential for safe driving, as it allows
the operator to respond effectively to road conditions and hazards. Thus, verifying that
the defroster works properly is a critical step in ensuring the overall safety of the vehicle
for both the driver and other road users.

8. How can you tell if the bearings are in good condition
during a pre-trip inspection?
A. Check for play in the steering wheel

B. Listen for unusual noises or excessive play in the wheel when
spun

C. Inspect the color of the grease used in bearings
D. Check the torque specifications of the bearings

During a pre-trip inspection, assessing the condition of wheel bearings is crucial for
ensuring safe vehicle operation. The correct answer focuses on the importance of
auditory and tactile feedback when evaluating wheel bearings. Listening for unusual
noises, such as grinding or rumbling sounds, can indicate wear or damage in the
bearings. Additionally, excessive play in the wheel when spun suggests that the bearings
may be loose or compromised, potentially leading to failure while driving. Option A,
which involves checking the steering wheel for play, is more related to the condition of
the steering system rather than directly assessing the wheel bearings. While play in the
steering could indicate issues, it doesn't specifically evaluate bearing performance.
Option C, inspecting the color of the grease, can provide some information about bearing
condition, but it is not a reliable or definitive method for assessing overall bearing
health. The color alone doesn’t indicate whether the bearings are functioning properly.
Option D focuses on checking the torque specifications, which is important for
installation but doesn’t provide real-time feedback on the condition of the bearings
during a pre-trip inspection. Proper torque ensures that bearings are secured correctly,
but this does not directly verify their current operational state. Overall, listening for

unusual noises and feeling for excessive play is a practical approach to confirming that
the bearings
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9. How should air levels be checked in air brakes during
inspection?

A. By inspecting the brake pads for wear
B. By performing a test drive to gauge responsiveness

C. By referring to gauge readings to confirm proper air
pressure

D. By visually checking for leaks in the system

Air levels in air brakes should be checked by referring to gauge readings to confirm
proper air pressure. This method is essential because air brake systems rely on
maintaining adequate pressure for effective braking. The gauges provide a direct and
accurate reading of the air pressure levels in the system, allowing the driver to ensure
that they are within the manufacturer's recommended range. Maintaining proper air
pressure is crucial for safety, as insufficient pressure can lead to brake failure or reduced
braking efficiency. Using gauge readings makes it easy to assess the entire system's
condition quickly, ensuring that any issues can be identified before operating the vehicle.
This method is a standard practice in pre-trip inspections because it is both efficient and
reliable compared to other methods that could miss critical aspects of the air brake
system's health.

10. What can be done during the pre-trip inspection to check
the visibility of the driver?

A. Adjust the driver's seat to a comfortable position

B. Ensure mirrors and windows are clean and unobstructed
C. Ask another person if they can see the driver clearly

D. Perform a test drive to evaluate visibility

Ensuring that mirrors and windows are clean and unobstructed is crucial for the visibility
of the driver during a pre-trip inspection. Clear mirrors and windows allow for optimal
sightlines, enabling the driver to see road conditions, other vehicles, and potential
hazards. This step is essential for maintaining safety, as impaired visibility can lead to
accidents or prevent the driver from being aware of their surroundings. While adjusting
the driver's seat to a comfortable position can improve personal comfort and posture, it
does not directly relate to visibility in the same way that maintaining clean and
unobstructed windows and mirrors does. Similarly, asking another person if they can see
the driver clearly may provide anecdotal feedback but does not verify that the driver has
adequate visibility for safe operation of the vehicle. Performing a test drive can help
assess driving conditions, but it is not a part of the pre-trip inspection specifically aimed
at ensuring visibility prior to beginning a journey. Thus, focusing on the cleanliness and
unobstructed view of mirrors and windows directly addresses the visibility concerns
critical for safe driving.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://ilpretripvehicleinspeccdl.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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