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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Cleanouts shall not be more than how many feet apart including the
developed length of the c.o. pipe in horizontal drainage lines of 4" or less
size?
A. 30
B. 40
C. 50
D. 60

2. What is a primary goal of the Illinois Plumbing Code?
A. To ensure aesthetics of plumbing installations
B. To promote efficient water usage
C. To protect public health and safety
D. To reduce installation costs

3. How often must plumbing systems be inspected under the Illinois
Plumbing Code?
A. Every year
B. At least once every three years
C. Every five years
D. Only when a problem is reported

4. All cleanouts in vertical stacks shall be located no higher than how many
inches above the floor?
A. 24
B. 36
C. 48
D. 60

5. When can alternative piping materials be used by a plumbing contractor?
A. At any time as per contractor choice
B. Only if they meet or exceed code standards
C. When approved by any building inspector
D. When used for heating purposes only
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6. An employee restroom shall have a minimum of one water closet and one
lavatory.
A. True
B. False

7. How long of a developed length in water service or distribution piping shall
be considered a dead end, where stagnant water may accumulate?
A. 1'
B. 2'
C. 3'
D. 4'

8. What should be the first step during a plumbing emergency?
A. Contact the insurance company
B. Shut off the main water supply
C. Document the damage for later review
D. Call family members for assistance

9. What is the function of a cleanout in a drainage system?
A. To protect against backflow in the system
B. To provide access for cleaning and maintenance of the pipes
C. To stabilize the structure of the plumbing system
D. To disperse excess water from the system

10. At what maximum pressure should a pressure relief valve open in relation
to the rating of a water heater?
A. 100 psi
B. 125 psi
C. 150 psi
D. 175 psi
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Answers
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1. C
2. C
3. B
4. C
5. B
6. A
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. Cleanouts shall not be more than how many feet apart including the
developed length of the c.o. pipe in horizontal drainage lines of 4" or less
size?
A. 30
B. 40
C. 50
D. 60

The correct answer is based on the requirements set forth in the Illinois Plumbing Code, which stipulates that
cleanouts in horizontal drainage lines of 4 inches or less in diameter must be installed at intervals not exceeding
50 feet, including the developed length of the cleanout pipe. This regulation is important because it ensures that
there are adequate access points for maintenance, cleaning, and inspection of the drainage system.   Intervals
that are too great can make it challenging to clear blockages or inspect lines effectively, potentially leading to
more severe plumbing issues down the line. Therefore, a maximum distance of 50 feet is a practical standard
that balances necessary access with efficient plumbing design.

2. What is a primary goal of the Illinois Plumbing Code?
A. To ensure aesthetics of plumbing installations
B. To promote efficient water usage
C. To protect public health and safety
D. To reduce installation costs

The Illinois Plumbing Code is fundamentally designed with the primary goal of protecting public health and
safety. This is crucial because plumbing systems can significantly impact the quality of water and the overall
sanitary conditions in both residential and commercial structures. By establishing standards for the design,
installation, maintenance, and repair of plumbing systems, the code helps prevent issues like
cross-contamination, waterborne diseases, and other health hazards that can arise from improper plumbing
practices.  This focus on public health and safety ensures that plumbing systems function effectively and safely,
mitigating risks associated with inadequate sanitation and unsanitary water conditions. The regulation of
plumbing systems through this code reflects an overarching commitment to ensuring that all plumbing
installations contribute positively to the welfare of the community. Thus, while efficiency and cost are
considerations within the code, they are secondary to the priority of safeguarding health and ensuring safe
drinking water.
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3. How often must plumbing systems be inspected under the Illinois
Plumbing Code?
A. Every year
B. At least once every three years
C. Every five years
D. Only when a problem is reported

Under the Illinois Plumbing Code, plumbing systems must be inspected at least once every three years. This
requirement ensures that plumbing systems are regularly monitored for potential issues, helping to maintain the
health and safety of the water supply and the overall plumbing infrastructure. Regular inspections can identify
leaks, corrosion, and other problems that could lead to more significant issues if left unchecked.   Inspections
every three years strike a balance between proactive maintenance and practicality, allowing for sufficient time to
address any necessary repairs or updates. This frequency is important for ensuring compliance with health and
safety regulations, as well as for minimizing risks associated with plumbing failures. In contrast, inspection
intervals that are too short may burden property owners unnecessarily, while intervals that are too long could
lead to neglected maintenance and increased risks.

4. All cleanouts in vertical stacks shall be located no higher than how many
inches above the floor?
A. 24
B. 36
C. 48
D. 60

The correct answer is that all cleanouts in vertical stacks shall be located no higher than 48 inches above the
floor. This requirement is established to ensure accessibility for maintenance and cleaning purposes. Keeping
cleanouts within this height range allows plumbers and maintenance personnel to easily access them without
the need for additional equipment or excessive reaching. Having cleanouts positioned at a reasonable height is
crucial for effective drainage system maintenance and to facilitate prompt attention to any blockages that may
occur.   In plumbing code standards, accessibility is key to ensuring that systems remain functional and can be
serviced efficiently. Thus, setting a maximum height of 48 inches serves to promote safety and practicality in
plumbing practices.
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5. When can alternative piping materials be used by a plumbing contractor?
A. At any time as per contractor choice
B. Only if they meet or exceed code standards
C. When approved by any building inspector
D. When used for heating purposes only

Alternative piping materials can be used by a plumbing contractor only if they meet or exceed code standards
set by the Illinois Plumbing Code. This ensures that all materials used in plumbing systems are safe, reliable, and
effective for their intended purpose. Compliance with code standards helps safeguard public health and ensures
the integrity of the plumbing system, preventing issues such as leaks, contamination, or structural failures. It is
essential for contractors to adhere to these standards when selecting materials to ensure that installations are
up to code and maintain the necessary quality and safety.   The other options suggest scenarios that do not
align with the regulatory framework provided by the Illinois Plumbing Code. For example, using materials based
solely on a contractor's choice without regard for code compliance could lead to unsafe conditions. Approval by
any building inspector is also insufficient, as not all inspectors may have the authority to approve alternative
materials outside established code provisions. Lastly, restricting alternative materials to heating purposes
excludes their potential use in other applications where they may be equally applicable and acceptable under the
code.

6. An employee restroom shall have a minimum of one water closet and one
lavatory.
A. True
B. False

The assertion that an employee restroom must contain at least one water closet and one lavatory aligns with the
requirements laid out in the Illinois Plumbing Code. The code emphasizes the need for basic sanitary facilities in
workplaces to ensure hygiene and adequate sanitation for employees.   Having a water closet provides
necessary privacy and function for waste disposal, while a lavatory is essential for handwashing, promoting
cleanliness and preventing the spread of germs. This configuration serves both practical and health
considerations in any employee restroom setting.  While some other restroom configurations may meet different
standards or requirements, the specific mention of at least one water closet and one lavatory reflects the
minimum standards mandated by the code for employee facilities.

7. How long of a developed length in water service or distribution piping shall
be considered a dead end, where stagnant water may accumulate?
A. 1'
B. 2'
C. 3'
D. 4'

A developed length of 2 feet in water service or distribution piping is defined as a dead end in the Illinois
Plumbing Code. This specification is essential because stagnant water can cause problems such as
contamination, odors, and bacterial growth, which can compromise water quality and health. By limiting dead
ends to lengths not exceeding 2 feet, the code aims to minimize these risks and promote better water circulation
within the plumbing system.  The thresholds for dead ends are carefully considered; lengths shorter than 2 feet
are generally deemed acceptable for continued flow, while longer lengths can lead to stagnant conditions. The
choice of 2 feet reflects a balance between practical conduit lengths and maintaining fluidity in water flow.
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8. What should be the first step during a plumbing emergency?
A. Contact the insurance company
B. Shut off the main water supply
C. Document the damage for later review
D. Call family members for assistance

In a plumbing emergency, the most critical first step is to shut off the main water supply. This action is essential
because it helps to prevent further damage to the property caused by leaking or flooding water. By stopping the
flow of water, you can mitigate the impact of the emergency, which can save on repair costs and minimize the
risk of mold or structural damage.   The other responses may seem relevant but are secondary actions that can
be taken after securing the immediate situation. For example, contacting the insurance company is important for
filing a claim but should occur after the emergency is contained. Documenting the damage is also essential for
the insurance process, but it becomes meaningful only once the situation is under control. Similarly, calling
family members for assistance may help in managing the aftermath but does not address the critical need to
stop water from causing further harm. Prioritizing shutting off the water supply ensures that you are tackling the
most pressing issue at hand.

9. What is the function of a cleanout in a drainage system?
A. To protect against backflow in the system
B. To provide access for cleaning and maintenance of the pipes
C. To stabilize the structure of the plumbing system
D. To disperse excess water from the system

The function of a cleanout in a drainage system is to provide access for cleaning and maintenance of the pipes.
Cleanouts are strategically located along drainage lines to allow plumbers to easily remove blockages and debris
that may accumulate in the piping. This access point is essential for ensuring the efficient operation of the
drainage system and for performing routine maintenance without having to dismantle large sections of the
plumbing. By facilitating easy access, cleanouts help in preventing more serious issues that could arise from
neglected maintenance, such as backflows or leaks.  The other options address different aspects of plumbing
systems. For instance, protection against backflow, which refers to the prevention of wastewater entering the
clean water supply, is accomplished through backflow prevention devices, not cleanouts. Stabilization of the
plumbing structure and dispersing excess water from the system are also functions carried out by different
components of the overall plumbing system, such as pipe hangers and drainage basins, rather than cleanouts.

10. At what maximum pressure should a pressure relief valve open in relation
to the rating of a water heater?
A. 100 psi
B. 125 psi
C. 150 psi
D. 175 psi

The correct choice is based on the standard requirements for pressure relief valves in water heaters. A pressure
relief valve is a safety device designed to open and relieve pressure when it exceeds a certain threshold, thus
preventing dangerous over-pressurization of the water heater.   Typically, a pressure relief valve should open at a
pressure not exceeding 150 psi. This rating aligns with common industry standards and sewer regulations,
ensuring that water heaters can safely handle the pressure while providing adequate protection against potential
hazards.   Valves set to open at lower pressures, such as 100 or 125 psi, may lead to unnecessary activation and
could create other issues like system inefficiency. Similarly, 175 psi exceeds the operational limits set for most
residential water heaters, which could lead to dangerous conditions as it surpasses the manufacturer’s safety
guidelines. Thus, a setting of 150 psi is ideal for balancing safety and functionality in plumbing systems.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://illinoisplumbingcode.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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