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1. What percentage of lung cancer deaths in Canada is
estimated to be attributable to radon exposure?
A. 10%
B. 16%
C. 20%
D. 25%

2. What is the primary strategy for controlling mold in the
home?
A. Control humidity levels
B. Increase ventilation
C. Regularly clean surfaces
D. Use air filters

3. Listed gas fired units use which type of vent?
A. Type B vent
B. Type A vent
C. Metal vent
D. Flexible vent

4. What is typically not included in most home inspection
reports?
A. A detailed floor plan
B. A list of recommended contractors
C. A plat of survey
D. An appliance age report

5. Which major disease is associated with long-term exposure
to asbestos fibers?
A. Lung Cancer
B. Asbestosis
C. Mesothelioma
D. Pneumonia
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6. Typical entry points for radon include:
A. Windows and doors
B. Ducts and vents
C. Joints where the floor meets the wall
D. Ceiling cracks

7. According to ASTM standards, what is the status of walking
on pitched roofs during inspections?
A. Mandatory for all commercial inspections
B. Not within the scope of inspection
C. Encouraged if the inspector is experienced
D. Only allowed with client permission

8. When is a home inspector's job considered complete?
A. After paying for the inspection
B. After the inspection is conducted
C. After the report is delivered
D. After the client reviews the findings

9. When is a Phase One Environmental Site Assessment
typically recommended?
A. Before purchasing a property
B. Prior to a property appraisal
C. When renovating an existing building
D. For new construction projects

10. If mold growth is visible in the home, what is unnecessary
to do?
A. Sampling
B. Assess structural integrity
C. Identify sources of moisture
D. Notify local health authorities
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. A
4. C
5. C
6. C
7. B
8. C
9. A
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What percentage of lung cancer deaths in Canada is
estimated to be attributable to radon exposure?
A. 10%
B. 16%
C. 20%
D. 25%

The estimate that 16% of lung cancer deaths in Canada can be attributed to radon
exposure is based on extensive research conducted on the effects of radon as a
carcinogen. Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that can accumulate in
buildings, particularly in basements and lower levels.   Several studies have indicated
that radon exposure is a significant risk factor for the development of lung cancer,
particularly among smokers, where the risk is significantly amplified. The percentage
reflects a consensus among health organizations and research bodies that have analyzed
various population studies, taking into account both environmental factors and lifestyle
choices.  This specific figure is crucial for public health awareness and informs
mitigation strategies in homes, particularly in regions known for higher radon levels.
Understanding the percentage of lung cancer deaths linked to radon helps in
implementing testing and remediation practices in residential areas, aiming to reduce
exposure and associated health risks.

2. What is the primary strategy for controlling mold in the
home?
A. Control humidity levels
B. Increase ventilation
C. Regularly clean surfaces
D. Use air filters

Controlling humidity levels is key to managing mold growth in the home because mold
thrives in moist environments. By keeping humidity levels between 30% and 50%, you
significantly reduce the chance for mold spores to settle and grow. This involves using
dehumidifiers, improving drainage around the foundation, and fixing leaks promptly to
prevent excess moisture. While increasing ventilation, regularly cleaning surfaces, and
using air filters can contribute to a healthier environment, they do not address the root
cause of mold proliferation as effectively as controlling humidity. Lower humidity directly
limits the moisture available for mold growth, making it the most crucial strategy in
mold prevention.
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3. Listed gas fired units use which type of vent?
A. Type B vent
B. Type A vent
C. Metal vent
D. Flexible vent

Listed gas-fired units typically utilize Type B vent systems, which are specifically
designed for the venting of gas appliances. These vents are double-walled, consisting of
an inner vent pipe that carries exhaust gases and an outer wall that provides additional
insulation and protection. The design of Type B vents allows for the safe venting of
combustion gases while maintaining an appropriate temperature difference between the
inner and outer walls, which helps prevent potential fire hazards.   Type B vents are
approved for use with various gas appliances and are recognized for their ability to
handle high-efficiency furnaces and water heaters. Therefore, using Type B venting
ensures compliance with safety codes and regulations, making it the preferred choice for
listed gas-fired units.   In contrast, Type A vents are generally meant for venting
appliances that burn oil or solid fuels. Metal vents can refer to a range of different
venting materials and designs, but do not specifically denote compatibility with gas
appliances. Flexible vents might be used in certain scenarios but lack the certification
and rigidity required for most gas-fired unit applications.

4. What is typically not included in most home inspection
reports?
A. A detailed floor plan
B. A list of recommended contractors
C. A plat of survey
D. An appliance age report

The typical content of a home inspection report is focused on assessing the condition of
the property, identifying any safety concerns, and noting necessary repairs. While
detailed and informative, these reports do not usually contain a plat of survey. A plat of
survey is a specific legal document that illustrates the property's boundaries and detailed
site layout, which is generally not something inspectors create during their evaluations.
Instead, they concentrate on the condition of systems and components, possibly offering
recommendations related to repairs or maintenance, but not legally binding documents
like a plat of survey.  In contrast, a detailed floor plan may sometimes be provided if the
inspector chooses to include it as a courtesy to the client. Similarly, lists of
recommended contractors and appliance age reports can be expected components in
many reports, as these assist homeowners in knowing where to seek further assistance or
how to plan for replacements.
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5. Which major disease is associated with long-term exposure
to asbestos fibers?
A. Lung Cancer
B. Asbestosis
C. Mesothelioma
D. Pneumonia

The major disease associated with long-term exposure to asbestos fibers is
mesothelioma. This form of cancer primarily affects the lining of the lungs and chest
cavity, known as the pleura, although it can also form in the lining of the abdominal
cavity (peritoneum) or the heart (pericardium). Mesothelioma is particularly concerning
because it often develops many years after exposure to asbestos, making early detection
challenging. Individuals who have been exposed to high levels of asbestos, especially in
occupational settings, are at significantly increased risk for developing this cancer. 
While lung cancer is another serious condition linked to asbestos exposure,
mesothelioma is specifically tied to asbestos as its primary cause. Asbestosis, on the
other hand, is a chronic lung disease resulting from asbestos exposure but does not
typically involve cancer formation. Pneumonia is an infection of the lungs and is not
directly caused by asbestos exposure, although it can occur as a complication related to
other lung conditions. Understanding these distinctions is crucial for recognizing the
health risks associated with asbestos in environments such as construction or
manufacturing where exposure may occur.

6. Typical entry points for radon include:
A. Windows and doors
B. Ducts and vents
C. Joints where the floor meets the wall
D. Ceiling cracks

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that can enter homes through various
pathways, primarily from the ground. One of the main entry points for radon is the joints
where the floor meets the wall. This is due to the fact that these joints can have gaps or
cracks that allow radon, which is produced from the decay of uranium in soil and rock, to
seep indoors.   The reason this answer is particularly significant is that radon often
accumulates in lower levels of a home, such as basements and crawl spaces, where the
ground is closest. Understanding these entry points is crucial for risk assessment and
mitigation strategies.   While all other options can contribute to the overall air quality
and possibly allow for some air transfer, they are not as direct or impactful as the
specific pathway of the joints between the floor and walls. Proper identification of these
entry points is essential for homeowners and inspectors when evaluating for radon
presence and taking preventive measures.
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7. According to ASTM standards, what is the status of walking
on pitched roofs during inspections?
A. Mandatory for all commercial inspections
B. Not within the scope of inspection
C. Encouraged if the inspector is experienced
D. Only allowed with client permission

The correct choice reflects the understanding that ASTM standards explicitly state
walking on pitched roofs is not included as part of the standard practices for inspections.
Home inspectors are typically advised against performing such actions due to safety
hazards and the risk of damage to the roof. Inspections should be conducted in a way
that prioritizes safety for both the inspector and the integrity of the property being
inspected.   While some inspectors may have experience or feel comfortable navigating
pitched roofs, it does not change the guideline set forth by ASTM, which does not require
or encourage this practice. Ensuring that home inspection procedures align with
established standards helps maintain professionalism and safety in the field.

8. When is a home inspector's job considered complete?
A. After paying for the inspection
B. After the inspection is conducted
C. After the report is delivered
D. After the client reviews the findings

A home inspector's job is considered complete after the report is delivered. This is
because the primary responsibility of the inspector is to conduct a thorough examination
of the property and then compile their findings into a detailed report. This report serves
as the official documentation of the inspection results and is crucial for the client, as it
contains important information about the condition of the home, potential issues, and
recommendations for repairs or maintenance.   Delivering the report signifies that the
inspector has fulfilled their obligations to the client, providing them with the necessary
information to make informed decisions regarding the property. This process allows the
client to understand the inspection results fully and take appropriate actions based on
that information. Therefore, completion is tied to the delivery of the report rather than
just the inspection itself, payment, or the client's review of the findings.
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9. When is a Phase One Environmental Site Assessment
typically recommended?
A. Before purchasing a property
B. Prior to a property appraisal
C. When renovating an existing building
D. For new construction projects

A Phase One Environmental Site Assessment is commonly recommended before
purchasing a property to evaluate potential environmental contamination or hazards on
the site. This assessment helps buyers understand any environmental risks associated
with the property, which could affect their decision to move forward with the purchase or
the terms of the sale. Conducting this assessment before the acquisition allows the
prospective buyer to identify and mitigate potential liabilities related to environmental
issues that might not be immediately apparent through a typical property inspection. 
While it is useful in various stages of property development and management, such as
appraisals, renovations, or new constructions, the primary purpose and timing of the
Phase One ESA are to inform prospective buyers before they make significant financial
commitments. The insights gained can also be valuable for securing financing or
negotiating terms, making it a critical step in the property acquisition process.

10. If mold growth is visible in the home, what is unnecessary
to do?
A. Sampling
B. Assess structural integrity
C. Identify sources of moisture
D. Notify local health authorities

Sampling for mold is often considered unnecessary when mold growth is visible in a
home. This is because the presence of visible mold typically indicates that there is an
active issue that needs to be addressed. Instead of conducting sampling, which is more
often useful for assessing non-visible mold or determining the specific type of mold
present, the focus should be on immediate remediation efforts.   Assessing the structural
integrity is important, as mold can compromise the materials in the home. Identifying
sources of moisture is also crucial since mold thrives in damp environments; without
addressing the moisture issue, any mold removal efforts could be rendered ineffective if
conditions remain conducive to mold growth. Notifying local health authorities might be
necessary in certain circumstances, especially if the mold poses a significant health risk
or if remediation efforts are inadequate, necessitating intervention from public health
officials.   Thus, while sampling can provide additional information, it is not essential
when clear signs of mold are already present, making it less critical in prioritizing
actions to take.
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