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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions

Sample study guide, visit https://hvaccode.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 5

SA
M

PLE



1. Return air intake for a forced air furnace may be taken
from all the following locations except ______.
A. hallway
B. bedroom
C. living room
D. kitchen or toilet room

2. Under the Mechanical Code, an existing system installed
prior to adoption may continue to operate if which option is
true?
A. May be evaluated for conformance
B. May have its use continued
C. Shall be abandoned
D. Must be identified to meet the current code requirements

3. When motorized dampers are provided in combustion air
ducts, they shall be ______ to prevent operation of the burner
when the dampers are not the fully open position.
A. arranged
B. connected
C. installed
D. electrically interlocked

4. The title of the person responsible for enforcement in a
municipality is the building official.
A. Technical officer
B. Building official
C. Inspector
D. Fire marshall

5. Powered make-up air may be acquired through a duct
located within how many feet of an exhaust termination?
A. Within 1 foot
B. Within 3 feet
C. Within 5 feet
D. Within 10 feet
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6. Permits are required for which of the following.
A. Portable cooling appliance
B. Replacement of air conditioning unit
C. Portable heating appliance
D. Portable evaporative cooler

7. Which class of flexible air duct is permitted in any
occupancy covered by the Mechanical Code?
A. Class 0
B. Class 1
C. Class 2
D. Both Class 0 and 1

8. Unless otherwise permitted, a mechanical system lawfully
in existence at the time of adoption of the Mechanical Code
____.
A. May have its use continued
B. Must be evaluated for conformance
C. Shall be abandoned
D. Must be identified to meet the current code requirements

9. Which enforcement level applies to ignoring a correction
notice?
A. Felony
B. Misdemeanor
C. Infraction
D. Civil penalty

10. What is the minimum working space clearance (in inches)
required along the sides, back and top for central furnaces
installed within compartments or alcoves?
A. 1
B. 6
C. 3
D. 2

Sample study guide, visit https://hvaccode.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 7

SA
M

PLE



Answers
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1. D
2. D
3. D
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. D
8. A
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. Return air intake for a forced air furnace may be taken
from all the following locations except ______.
A. hallway
B. bedroom
C. living room
D. kitchen or toilet room

Return air should come from spaces that are part of the heated, living area and that
provide clean, reasonably balanced air for circulation. Kitchens and toilet rooms are not
suitable because they generate contaminants that are carried back into the system:
cooking grease, odors, and high humidity from showers or toilets can be drawn into the
furnace and spread throughout the house, causing odors, excess moisture, and dirt
buildup in filters and ducts. Hallways, bedrooms, and living rooms are typical sources
because they are normally conditioned spaces with lower levels of immediate,
concentrated contaminants. Therefore, the location that is not appropriate for return air
intake is the kitchen or toilet room.

2. Under the Mechanical Code, an existing system installed
prior to adoption may continue to operate if which option is
true?
A. May be evaluated for conformance
B. May have its use continued
C. Shall be abandoned
D. Must be identified to meet the current code requirements

The idea being tested is that existing installations can stay in service without being fully
upgraded, as long as there is formal recognition of their status. When a system was put
in before the current code was adopted, it can continue to operate only if it is identified
to meet the current code requirements. That identification acts as a record for inspectors
and the authority having jurisdiction, signaling that this legacy system existed before the
new rules and has been reviewed to ensure it meets the current standards or the relevant
portions of them. This approach protects safety by making the status explicit while
avoiding the need to retrofit everything immediately.  If a system isn’t identified, it would
lack the documented status needed to justify continued operation under the old
installation, whereas simply evaluating its conformance or abandoning it aren’t the
stated requirements. The important point is the identification to show it meets current
code requirements, which allows ongoing use without automatic replacement.
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3. When motorized dampers are provided in combustion air
ducts, they shall be ______ to prevent operation of the burner
when the dampers are not the fully open position.
A. arranged
B. connected
C. installed
D. electrically interlocked

The important idea here is tying the burner’s ability to operate to the position of the
combustion-air damper through an electrical safety interlock. When a motorized damper
is in the combustion air duct, the burner control is designed so that the damper must be
fully open before the burner can be energized. This electrical interlock ensures the
burner cannot start if there isn’t adequate combustion air, and it will trip or shut the
burner off if the damper closes during operation.   This arrangement protects against
incomplete combustion and the buildup of dangerous gases by guaranteeing that
sufficient air is actually available for proper burning. The other terms describe general
states or arrangements without guaranteeing this safety function; they don’t ensure the
burner is prevented from firing unless the damper is fully open.

4. The title of the person responsible for enforcement in a
municipality is the building official.
A. Technical officer
B. Building official
C. Inspector
D. Fire marshall

Enforcement of building codes in a municipality is handled by the building official. This
person is the head of the building department and has the authority to interpret the
code, issue permits, approve plans, and require corrective actions through inspections.
Inspectors carry out the field checks under the building official’s direction, but the
ultimate enforcement responsibility rests with the building official. A technical officer
handles specialized technical work and advice rather than enforcement. A fire marshal
focuses on fire and life-safety code enforcement, often in a separate role or department,
rather than the general building code enforcement for all trades.
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5. Powered make-up air may be acquired through a duct
located within how many feet of an exhaust termination?
A. Within 1 foot
B. Within 3 feet
C. Within 5 feet
D. Within 10 feet

When you’re designing powered makeup air for an exhaust, the goal is to balance the air
being removed with air being supplied from outside, in a way that keeps the space
properly pressurized and prevents contaminants from recirculating. Placing the makeup
air duct close to the exhaust termination helps ensure the outdoor air effectively replaces
what’s being exhausted and minimizes the chance that makeup air is drawn from interior
spaces or other unintended sources.  The rule allows locating the makeup air duct within
a short distance of the exhaust termination, specifically not more than three feet. This
3-foot maximum keeps the makeup air source effectively tied to the exhaust flow and
supports proper ventilation. Distances beyond three feet would fall outside the permitted
range. In practice, place the intake as close as practical to the exhaust while complying
with other clearance and safety requirements.

6. Permits are required for which of the following.
A. Portable cooling appliance
B. Replacement of air conditioning unit
C. Portable heating appliance
D. Portable evaporative cooler

Permits are required when you perform permanent changes to a building’s mechanical
system. Replacing an air conditioning unit involves altering fixed components such as
electrical connections, refrigerant lines, ductwork or air handling equipment, and the
mounting or support, plus ensuring proper sizing, drainage, and safety clearances.
Because this work must comply with electrical, mechanical, and refrigerant codes and is
subject to inspection, a permit is typically required. In contrast, portable cooling,
portable heating, and portable evaporative coolers are temporary or non-permanent
installations that don’t modify the building’s fixed systems, so they usually don’t need a
permit.
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7. Which class of flexible air duct is permitted in any
occupancy covered by the Mechanical Code?
A. Class 0
B. Class 1
C. Class 2
D. Both Class 0 and 1

Choosing duct materials with the best fire and smoke performance is what the
Mechanical Code relies on to keep any occupancy safe. Flexible air ducts rated Class 0
and Class 1 have the lowest flame spread and smoke development, so they meet the
strictest fire-safety requirements for all occupancies. That’s why both of these classes are
permitted in any occupancy covered by the code. Classes with higher flame-spread or
smoke-generation ratings (like Class 2 or others) don’t meet the same universal
applicability and are restricted to certain occupancies or installations. In short, the most
fire-safe options can be used everywhere, which is why both Class 0 and Class 1 are
allowed.

8. Unless otherwise permitted, a mechanical system lawfully
in existence at the time of adoption of the Mechanical Code
____.
A. May have its use continued
B. Must be evaluated for conformance
C. Shall be abandoned
D. Must be identified to meet the current code requirements

When a new Mechanical Code is adopted, systems that were lawfully installed before that
adoption are allowed to continue in use. This grandfathering approach prevents the need
to upgrade every older installation to meet the new code just because the code changed.
The code typically requires that new work, repairs, or alterations comply with current
requirements, but ongoing operation of existing, lawfully installed systems is permitted
unless the authority having jurisdiction permits or requires changes for safety or other
approved reasons.

9. Which enforcement level applies to ignoring a correction
notice?
A. Felony
B. Misdemeanor
C. Infraction
D. Civil penalty

The situation tests how enforcement levels escalate when a corrective directive is
ignored. An infraction is a minor, usually non-criminal violation; civil penalties are
administrative fines that can be imposed without criminal charges. Ignoring a correction
notice, however, shows willful noncompliance with a formal regulatory order that can
impact safety or proper code compliance, so it falls into a criminal category—a
misdemeanor. A misdemeanor reflects a step up from minor violations but is not as
severe as felony, which would be reserved for more serious or repeated offenses.
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10. What is the minimum working space clearance (in inches)
required along the sides, back and top for central furnaces
installed within compartments or alcoves?
A. 1
B. 6
C. 3
D. 2

Clear service access and heat dissipation require a small but sufficient buffer around a
central furnace when it’s installed in a compartment or alcove. The rule sets at least
three inches of clear space on each side, at the back, and on top of the furnace inside the
enclosure. This allows a technician to reach panels and connections and ensures air can
circulate to prevent overheating inside the cabinet. Options with smaller spacings
wouldn’t provide enough room for servicing or safe operation, while a much larger
clearance isn’t mandated for this scenario. Bottom clearance is addressed by other
provisions, but for this specific requirement the three-inch spacing on the sides, back,
and top is the rule.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://hvaccode.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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