HSPT and Upper Level
ISEE/SSAT Practice Test
(Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

This is a sample study guide. To access the full version with hundreds of

questions,




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide, visit https://hsptupperlvliseessat.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e s eeaaes
Table of Contents ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieaan.
INtroducCtion ..........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieieieaeaaas
How to Use This Guide ............cccoveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininaas
[0 11 =77 5 0 ) 4 1t
ANSWERT'S .oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieieeseaseaseasososoasonsoassasonsonsonssnssnsons
EXplanations ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiietiietinseiaeosnconsconsenasonnes

LN T ] 1= 0 1

Sample study guide, visit https://hsptupperlvliseessat.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.

7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

Sample study guide, visit https://hsptupperlvliseessat.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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1. What emotional state does "zeal" depict?
A. Apathy
B. Excitement and enthusiasm
C. Disinterest
D. Confusion

2. What does brackish water mean?
A. slightly salty
B. completely fresh
C. highly polluted
D. pure and clear

3. What is meant by the term confluence?
A. a place where things merge or flow together
B. a concept related to conflict resolution
C. a type of geological formation
D. a scientific term for ecosystem balance

4. Which word best describes something that is "ascendant"?
A. Tending or directed upward
B. Stubbornly unyielding
C. A mixture of liquids
D. Lack of respect

5. What is the definition of "boon"?
A. A burden that causes distress
B. An undesirable outcome
C. An exceptionally challenging task
D. Something desirable or beneficial

6. How would you best describe something that is softly
bright or radiant?

A. Gloomy
B. Luminous
C. Dull

D. Obscure
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7. Which action does the term kindle refer to?
A. To extinguish a fire
B. To catch fire
C. To create a difficult situation
D. To ignore a problem

8. How would you best describe someone with an "eclectic"
taste?

A. Plays strictly by traditional rules

B. Selects what seems best of various styles or ideas
C. Focuses on a single style

D. Prefers popular or mainstream trends

9. What does 'impugn' mean?
A. To support or defend
B. To attack as false or wrong
C. To agree or comply with
D. To clarify or explain

10. Which term describes insatiable desire for wealth?
A. Repugnant
B. Avarice
C. Oblivion
D. Ambivalent
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://hsptupperlvliseessat.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



BREREEIO»» >R

.c .
o

)

NORNAUTARWN -

Sample study guide, visit https://hsptupperlvliseessat.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions

10



Explanations
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1. What emotional state does "zeal" depict?
A. Apathy
B. Excitement and enthusiasm

C. Disinterest
D. Confusion

The term "zeal" refers to a strong feeling of eagerness and enthusiasm towards a cause
or goal. It embodies a passionate commitment and a fervent desire to pursue something
with energy and determination. This emotional state is characterized by intense
excitement and a proactive attitude, making it clear why "zeal" aligns with the notion of
excitement and enthusiasm. Understanding this definition highlights the motivational
aspects of zeal, which can drive individuals to take action and engage wholeheartedly in
their pursuits. Other states, such as apathy, disinterest, or confusion, contrast sharply
with zeal, as they reflect a lack of energy, commitment, or clarity in one’s feelings or
intentions.

2. What does brackish water mean?
A. slightly salty
B. completely fresh
C. highly polluted
D. pure and clear

Brackish water refers to a type of water that has a salinity level that is between fresh
water and salt water. It typically occurs in areas where freshwater from rivers or streams
meets and mixes with seawater, such as in estuaries or tidal zones. This slightly salty
water is characterized by a measurable concentration of dissolved salts, but it is not as
saline as full ocean water. The choice indicating "slightly salty" accurately describes
brackish water's properties, as it has a distinct blend of salinity that is noticeable, but
not overwhelmingly salty. Other definitions, such as completely fresh, highly polluted, or
pure and clear, do not capture the essential nature of brackish water, which is defined
specifically by its intermediate salinity. This makes the choice referring to it as "slightly
salty"” the correct interpretation of brackish water.

3. What is meant by the term confluence?

A. a place where things merge or flow together
B. a concept related to conflict resolution

C. a type of geological formation
D. a scientific term for ecosystem balance

The term confluence refers to a specific point where two or more things come together or
flow together. In its most common usage, it often describes the junction of rivers or
streams where their waters meet and merge. This idea of merging can also apply
metaphorically in various contexts, such as ideas, cultures, or trends coming together to
create something new. The other options provided do not accurately capture the essence
of this term, as they pertain to different concepts, such as conflict resolution, geological
formations, and ecosystem balance, none of which specifically indicate a merging or
coming together.
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4. Which word best describes something that is "ascendant"?

A. Tending or directed upward
B. Stubbornly unyielding

C. A mixture of liquids
D. Lack of respect

The word "ascendant" refers to something that is rising or increasing in power, influence,
or position. Therefore, the best choice is one that captures the idea of upward movement
or progression. Choosing the option that describes it as "tending or directed upward"
precisely aligns with the definition of "ascendant.” It conveys the notion of upward
motion or improvement in status, making it the ideal descriptor. The other options
pertain to different concepts: being "stubbornly unyielding" describes inflexibility; a
"mixture of liquids" refers to a physical blend; while "lack of respect" relates to behavior
or attitude. None of these options convey the upward movement or elevation needed to
accurately capture the essence of "ascendant."

5. What is the definition of "boon"?
A. A burden that causes distress
B. An undesirable outcome
C. An exceptionally challenging task

D. Something desirable or beneficial

The term "boon" refers to something that is beneficial or advantageous, providing
positive outcomes or relief. It is often used to describe a situation, event, or thing that
brings joy, help, or a significant improvement to a person's life. The concept of a boon
conveys the idea of a blessing or a positive benefit, which aligns perfectly with the
correct choice. In various contexts, a boon could mean a fortunate circumstance or a
helpful gift. For example, a technological advancement that simplifies tasks can be
considered a boon to productivity. The other choices reflect negative scenarios: a burden
that creates distress, an undesirable outcome, and an exceptionally challenging task all
convey themes of difficulty, challenge, or negativity, which do not align with the
fundamentally positive connotation of the word "boon."

6. How would you best describe something that is softly
bright or radiant?

A. Gloomy
B. Luminous
C. Dull

D. Obscure

Describing something as "softly bright" or "radiant" conveys the idea of a gentle yet
noticeable light that isn't harsh or overwhelming. Luminous is the ideal word to capture
this quality, as it refers to something that emits or reflects light in a way that can appear
soft and soothing while still being bright. In contrast, terms such as gloomy, dull, and
obscure connote darkness, lack of brightness, or a certain lack of clarity. Gloomy
suggests a dreary or dark quality, dull implies a lack of brightness or vibrancy, and
obscure indicates something that is not easily perceived or is hidden. Therefore, these
words do not fit the description of a gentle brightness or radiance, making luminous the
most appropriate choice for capturing that softly bright imagery.
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7. Which action does the term kindle refer to?
A. To extinguish a fire
B. To catch fire
C. To create a difficult situation

D. To ignore a problem

The term "kindle" means to catch fire or to ignite. It is often associated with the process
of starting a fire, particularly in a context where something is being sparked into flame
or enthusiasm is being stirred up. In a broader sense, to kindle can also refer to the act
of inspiring or exciting feelings, ideas, or passions in a metaphoric way. In contrast,
other actions like extinguishing a fire, creating a difficult situation, or ignoring a
problem do not align with the meaning of "kindle." These actions suggest an opposite or
unrelated concept to the idea of igniting or fostering something. Thus, "kindle" is
specifically associated with the initiation of flames or the arousal of emotions, making
the understanding of this term central to its correct use.

8. How would you best describe someone with an "eclectic"
taste?

A. Plays strictly by traditional rules
B. Selects what seems best of various styles or ideas
C. Focuses on a single style

D. Prefers popular or mainstream trends

Describing someone with an "eclectic" taste involves recognizing their ability to draw
from a wide range of styles or ideas, selecting what they find most appealing from
various sources. This type of taste reflects an appreciation for diversity and the ability to
mix different elements creatively. Individuals with eclectic tastes do not limit themselves
to just one style or set of ideas; instead, they curate their preferences by picking out the
best aspects from different influences, whether in art, music, fashion, or other domains.
This trait signifies openness and adaptability, distinguishing their unique style from
those who might adhere strictly to one tradition or trend.

9. What does 'impugn' mean?
A. To support or defend
B. To attack as false or wrong

C. To agree or comply with
D. To clarify or explain

The meaning of 'impugn'’ is to attack as false or wrong. This term is often used in a
context where someone is challenging the validity or truthfulness of a statement,
accusation, or argument. When you impugn something, you are essentially disputing its
accuracy or integrity. For instance, if a politician makes a claim, an opponent might
impugn that claim by providing evidence that pokes holes in its truthfulness. This word
carries a connotation of confrontation and skepticism, particularly in contexts where
one's integrity or position is questioned. By understanding this definition, it becomes
clearer how 'impugn' fits into discussions involving debate, criticism, and the evaluation
of information or assertions.
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10. Which term describes insatiable desire for wealth?
A. Repugnant
B. Avarice
C. Oblivion
D. Ambivalent

The term "avarice" refers specifically to an insatiable or extreme desire for wealth and
material gain. It conveys a sense of greediness, where a person is not just seeking wealth
but is obsessed with acquiring more, often at the expense of ethics or the well-being of
others. This term is commonly associated with a negative connotation, linking the desire
for wealth to moral corruption or selfishness. In contrast, the other terms do not relate
to this specific concept of greed. "Repugnant" refers to something that is extremely
distasteful or unacceptable, "oblivion" means a state of being unaware or unconscious,
often used to describe a lack of memory or recognition, and "ambivalent" describes
having mixed feelings or contradictory ideas about something. Thus, "avarice" is the only
term that accurately captures the essence of an insatiable desire for wealth.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://hsptupperlvliseessat.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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