HSC MODERN HISTORY:

POWER AND AUTHORITY
IN THE MODERN WORLD
PRACTICE TEST (SAMPLE)

STUDY GUIDE

"oy

VISIT US ONLINE FOR
THE FULL VERSION STUDY GUIDE

https://hscmodernhistorypowerauth.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.




Table of Contents

070 )7/ T |1 1
Table of CONtENTS ... 2
INtrodUCtion .. 3
How to Use This GUIAE ... 4
QUESTIONS ..o 5
AN WIS e 8
EXPlanations ... 10

N Xt S P S oo e 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. Which event featured trials of high-ranking Communist officials?
A. Moscow Trials
B. NKVD
C. Great Purge
D. Cult of personality

2. What term did the Nazis use to label avant-garde art?
A. Degenerate Art
B. Great Art
C. Traditional Art
D. Pure Art

3. Which concept describes the belief that all human beings are part of a
single global community?

A. Cosmopolitanism
B. Nationalism

C. Isolationism

D. Realpolitik

4. The period known for cultural vitality and scientific progress in Berlin
during the 1920s is described as which?

A. Economic hardship and unemployment
B. Authoritarian rule and suppression

C. Military expansionism

D. Cultural vitality and scientific progress

5. Which youth group opposed the Nazi regime by anti-Nazi activities such as
graffiti and beatings of Hitler Youth?

A. Swing Kids

B. White Rose

C. Kreisau Circle

D. Edelweiss Pirates
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6. Which city hosted the rally depicted in Leni Riefenstahl's Triumph of the
Will?

A. Munich

B. Berlin

C. Hamburg
D. Nuremberg

7. Which of the following best describes the role of secret police in an
authoritarian regime?

A. They suppress dissent through surveillance and intimidation; examples:
Gestapo, NKVD, Stasi.

B. Protect civil liberties and ensure due process.
C. Organize free elections and press freedom.
D. Promote transparency and independent oversight.

8. How does totalitarianism differ from authoritarianism in scope and
methods?

A. Totalitarian relies on free elections and open media; authoritarian uses secret
police to maintain power

B. Totalitarian aims to control all aspects of life; uses pervasive ideology;
authoritarian focuses on political power without extensive social control

C. Totalitarian seeks to isolate the state from society, whereas authoritarian
integrates social institutions

D. Totalitarian uses moderate enforcement, while authoritarian relies on mass
mobilization

9. Which statement about the League of Nations is true?
A. It was dissolved after the Corfu incident
B. It had continuous, reliable enforcement mechanisms including military force

C. The League promoted disarmament and international cooperation
D. It resolved all major disputes without failure

10. The 1934 purge of Nazi leaders that helped Hitler consolidate power is
known as the

A. Reichstag Fire

B. Night of the Long Knives
C. Beer Hall Putsch

D. Munich Agreement
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Explanations




1. Which event featured trials of high-ranking Communist officials?

A. Moscow Trials
B. NKVD
C. Great Purge

D. Cult of personality

The event that featured trials of high-ranking Communist officials is the Moscow Trials. These were a series of
public show trials held in Moscow during the late 1930s as part of the broader Great Purge, aimed at eliminating
senior party leaders and consolidating Stalin's power. Defendants included prominent figures like Zinoviev,
Kamenev, Bukharin, and Rykov, and the proceedings were designed to produce dramatic confessions and
charges that could be widely broadcast to justify repression. The other options don't fit as well. The NKVD was
the security police that carried out arrests and executions, not a specific set of trials. The Great Purge describes
the overall wave of repression, of which the Moscow Trials were a highly visible component. The Cult of
Personality refers to Stalin's propaganda cult, not to actual judicial proceedings.

2. What term did the Nazis use to label avant-garde art?
A. Degenerate Art
B. Great Art
C. Traditional Art
D. Pure Art

Art under the Nazi regime was treated as a tool of political control, with a rigid idea of what counted as
acceptable. They labeled avant-garde and modernist works as degenerate art, using this term to stigmatize and
suppress them. The label justified confiscating works from museums, expelling or silencing artists, and
promoting propaganda that mocked these styles. This approach fit their broader aim to mold culture to Nazi
ideals, glorifying traditional, heroic images and suppressing anything that challenged racial or national ideals.
Other terms like Great Art, Traditional Art, or Pure Art were not used to condemn modernist movements in this
systematic way.

3. Which concept describes the belief that all human beings are part of a
single global community?

A. Cosmopolitanism

B. Nationalism
C. Isolationism
D. Realpolitik

Cosmopolitanism is the belief that all human beings belong to a single global community with shared moral
obligations and rights. It envisions a form of global citizenship where our responsibilities extend beyond borders,
and we consider the welfare of others everywhere as part of our own moral horizon. In modern history, this idea
underpins concepts like universal human rights, international law, and global governance, which address issues
that transcend national boundaries. It stands in contrast to nationalism, which centers allegiance on one's own
country; isolationism, which withdraws from international engagement; and Realpolitik, which prioritizes power
and national interests over universal moral concerns. This combination of universal moral concern and global
accountability is why cosmopolitanism best describes the belief in a single global community.
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4. The period known for cultural vitality and scientific progress in Berlin
during the 1920s is described as which?

A. Economic hardship and unemployment
B. Authoritarian rule and suppression

C. Military expansionism

D. Cultural vitality and scientific progress

In the 1920s Berlin, culture and science surged. This period, under the Weimar Republic, is famous for a vibrant
arts scene, experimental cinema, theatre, literature, and a bohemian nightlife, alongside major scientific work
and breakthroughs by researchers who were based in the city. Berlin became a hub where ideas across
disciplines flourished, even as the country faced economic ups and downs. That combination of cultural vitality
and scientific progress is why the description focusing on cultural vitality and scientific progress best fits the
era. While economic hardship and unemployment did occur, and Germany was politically unstable at times,
those factors don’t define the positive, dynamic character that Berlin embodied in the 1920s. Authoritarian rule
and suppression were not the defining feature of Berlin then, as the Weimar period was marked by democratic
experimentation. Militarism was not the driving force of the decade in Berlin either, which is why the option
highlighting cultural vitality and scientific progress is the most accurate.

5. Which youth group opposed the Nazi regime by anti-Nazi activities such as
graffiti and beatings of Hitler Youth?

A. Swing Kids

B. White Rose

C. Kreisau Circle

D. Edelweiss Pirates

This item tests understanding of domestic youth resistance to the Nazi regime and how different groups
opposed it. The Edelweiss Pirates formed as a loose network of working-class youths in western Germany who
rejected the strict conformity imposed by the Hitler Youth. They carried out anti-Nazi actions in everyday street
life, including painting graffiti that mocked the regime and clashing with Hitler Youth members, sometimes
physically beating them. They also showed opposition by helping deserters and sharing anti-Nazi ideas in
informal networks. Because their identity and activities center on direct, street-level opposition to the regime by
young people—specifically targeting Hitler Youth through graffiti and confrontations—they fit the description in
the question most clearly. Swing Kids pursued resistance mainly through cultural defiance, rejecting Nazi
control of music and dance; White Rose was a student-led leaflet campaign against the regime, and the Kreisau
Circle was a conservative, adult opposition group plotting against Hitler. These groups did not embody a youth
movement known for graffiti and beatings of Hitler Youth in the same way the Edelweiss Pirates did.
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6. Which city hosted the rally depicted in Leni Riefenstahl's Triumph of the
Will?

A. Munich

B. Berlin

C. Hamburg
D. Nuremberg

The question tests understanding of where the Nazi Party's large-scale propaganda rally was staged in Leni
Riefenstahl’s film. Triumph of the Will centers its most iconic footage on the rally held in Nuremberg, focusing on
the massed crowds, the military-style formations, and the monumental architecture of the Zeppelin Field and
parade grounds there. This setting was chosen deliberately to convey power, order, and legitimacy, using
Nuremberg as a symbolic stage for the regime's message. While Munich and Berlin played important roles in
Nazi history, the film's depiction is specifically of the Nuremberg rally from 1934, and the imagery and narration
align with that city. Hamburg has no bearing on this event.

7. Which of the following best describes the role of secret police in an
authoritarian regime?

A. They suppress dissent through surveillance and intimidation; examples:
Gestapo, NKVD, Stasi.

B. Protect civil liberties and ensure due process.
C. Organize free elections and press freedom.

D. Promote transparency and independent oversight.

The role of secret police in an authoritarian regime is to suppress dissent and maintain control through
surveillance and intimidation. They monitor and infiltrate opposition, arrest or threaten opponents, censor
information, and create an atmosphere of fear so that challenge to the regime is minimized. This is seen in
practices associated with regimes that used agencies like the Gestapo in Nazi Germany, the NKVD in the Soviet
Union, and the Stasi in East Germany. Choices that describe protecting civil liberties, organizing free elections,
or promoting transparency describe conditions of open, liberal systems, not authoritarian ones. The secret police
operate to undermine rights and limit political competition, not to uphold them.
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8. How does totalitarianism differ from authoritarianism in scope and
methods?

A. Totalitarian relies on free elections and open media; authoritarian uses secret
police to maintain power

B. Totalitarian aims to control all aspects of life; uses pervasive ideology;
authoritarian focuses on political power without extensive social control

C. Totalitarian seeks to isolate the state from society, whereas authoritarian
integrates social institutions

D. Totalitarian uses moderate enforcement, while authoritarian relies on mass
mobilization

Totalitarianism differs from authoritarianism in how far it seeks to control society and how it uses ideology. A
totalitarian regime aims to mold every aspect of life—politics, economy, culture, and private behavior—around a
single, pervasive ideology. It employs widespread propaganda, a unified party, intensive surveillance, and mass
mobilization to enforce this vision and align all institutions with the regime. An authoritarian regime, on the other
hand, concentrates power to preserve political control and suppress opposition, but it does not attempt to
transform all social life or indoctrinate the population as a whole. So, the best description is that totalitarianism
aims to control all aspects of life and uses pervasive ideology, while authoritarianism focuses on political power
without extensive social overhaul. For comparison, the notion that totalitarian relies on free elections and open
media describes liberal systems rather than totalitarian ones; the idea that totalitarian isolates the state from
society is opposite to how totalitarian regimes integrate and subordinate social institutions; and the notion
about moderate enforcement versus mass mobilization doesn't fit the typical patterns of these regimes.

9. Which statement about the League of Nations is true?
A. It was dissolved after the Corfu incident
B. It had continuous, reliable enforcement mechanisms including military force
C. The League promoted disarmament and international cooperation

D. It resolved all major disputes without failure

The main idea is that the League of Nations was built to reduce armaments and foster international cooperation
as a way to prevent future conflicts. Its Covenant explicitly linked disarmament with collective security and it
established mechanisms for cooperation, arbitration, and even sanctions to address disputes. This makes the
statement that the League promoted disarmament and international cooperation the true description of its
purpose and activities. In practice, the League pursued arms reduction and cooperation through ideas like
peaceful settlement of disputes and technical commissions, even though it didn't have its own military force to
back up its decisions. That gap between ideals and power meant its effectiveness was uneven, as seen in crises
where it struggled to enforce its rulings or deter aggression. It wasn't dissolved after the Corfu incident, and it
did not resolve all major disputes without failure. These realities explain why the statement about promoting
disarmament and international cooperation best captures what the League stood for.
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10. The 1934 purge of Nazi leaders that helped Hitler consolidate power is
known as the

A. Reichstag Fire

B. Night of the Long Knives
C. Beer Hall Putsch

D. Munich Agreement

The main idea being tested is how Hitler solidified his dictatorship by removing internal rivals through a targeted
purge in 1934. This event, known as the Night of the Long Knives, saw Hitler order the execution and removal of
the SA leadership, including Ernst Rohm, along with other potential challengers. By neutralizing the radical wing
of the Nazi movement and winning the army'’s loyalty, he eliminated threats to his authority and paved the way
for total power, including the army swearing an oath directly to him. The other events don't fit: the Reichstag Fire
was a 1933 move to justify repression, the Beer Hall Putsch was a 1923 failed coup, and the Munich Agreement
in 1938 dealt with foreign policy, not internal consolidation of power.




Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://hscmodernhistorypowerauth.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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