
Hawaii Automobile Safety
Inspector Practice Exam
(Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://hiautosafetyinspector.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://hiautosafetyinspector.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://hiautosafetyinspector.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://hiautosafetyinspector.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 4

SA
M

PLE



Questions
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1. What is the GVWR threshold for requiring high-mounted
stop lamps on vehicles manufactured on or after 9/1/1993?
A. 8,000 lbs or less
B. 9,000 lbs or less
C. 10,000 lbs or less
D. 12,000 lbs or less

2. If a vehicle is part of a fleet or self-insured, the name on
the insurance document must match the name on what?
A. A bank statement
B. The maintenance log
C. The registration certificate
D. A vehicle inspection report

3. What factor determines the maximum bumper height limits
for a vehicle?
A. Make of the vehicle
B. Color of the vehicle
C. Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR)
D. Type of fuel used

4. Are air horns allowed to be used as the primary horn on a
vehicle?
A. Yes, if they are louder
B. No, they can cause the vehicle to fail inspection
C. Only in certain conditions
D. Yes, as long as they are installed correctly

5. How is the brake indicator lamp tested?
A. By driving the vehicle
B. By applying the parking brake and turning on the ignition
C. By checking the brake fluid level
D. By pressing the brake pedal only
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6. What is the minimum height range for front clearance
lamps on trailers weighing over 3,000 pounds?
A. 12 to 24 inches
B. 18 to 30 inches
C. 24 to 60 inches
D. 30 to 72 inches

7. What must be true for the steering rack and pinion to not
fail an inspection?
A. It cannot have any rust
B. It must not be leaking badly
C. It cannot be greater than 8 inches in length
D. It must have a protective cover at all times

8. What are the maximum allowable dimensions for a trailer?
A. 10'Wx16'Hx70'L
B. 8'Wx12'Hx60'L
C. 9'Wx14'Hx65'L
D. 9'Wx15'Hx70'L

9. Is the statement true or false: The slow moving vehicle
emblem for NEVs must not be less than 3 feet or more than 5
feet from the ground?
A. True
B. False
C. Not specified
D. Only true if the vehicle is over 1000 lbs

10. True or False: Ambulances need to be inspected every 9
months.
A. True
B. False
C. Only if required
D. Depends on usage
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Answers
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1. C
2. C
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. C
7. B
8. C
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the GVWR threshold for requiring high-mounted
stop lamps on vehicles manufactured on or after 9/1/1993?
A. 8,000 lbs or less
B. 9,000 lbs or less
C. 10,000 lbs or less
D. 12,000 lbs or less

The Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) threshold for requiring high-mounted stop
lamps is an important safety standard established to improve visibility and safety for
following drivers. For vehicles manufactured on or after September 1, 1993, the
requirement stipulates that vehicles with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less must be
equipped with high-mounted stop lamps. This design feature enhances the visibility of
brake lights, especially when vehicles are stacked closely together or when larger
vehicles are present, significantly reducing the risk of rear-end collisions.   The specified
threshold of 10,000 pounds is critical, as it distinguishes vehicles that are considered to
potentially need this additional safety feature from heavier vehicles that may not have
the same operational dynamics. Manufacturers and safety regulators have set these
parameters based on testing and research aimed at enhancing road safety for all users.
Vehicles above this GVWR generally fall into different classifications that may not
require the same design considerations for high-mounted stop lamps.

2. If a vehicle is part of a fleet or self-insured, the name on
the insurance document must match the name on what?
A. A bank statement
B. The maintenance log
C. The registration certificate
D. A vehicle inspection report

The correct answer is that the name on the insurance document must match the name on
the registration certificate. This requirement is essential because both documents serve
as official records to verify the ownership and identification of the vehicle. Maintaining
consistency between these documents ensures that there is clear legal accountability
regarding the vehicle's insurance coverage.  In the context of fleet vehicles or
self-insured entities, it is critical that there is no ambiguity about who is responsible for
the insurance. The registration certificate is a primary document that identifies the
registered owner of the vehicle, and aligning the name on the insurance policy with that
owner helps to avoid issues related to liability and claims in the event of an accident or
other incidents.  Having mismatched names on these documents could lead to
complications or penalties when claims are filed or during inspections. Therefore, this
matching requirement acts as an important safeguard for both regulatory compliance
and consumer protection.
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3. What factor determines the maximum bumper height limits
for a vehicle?
A. Make of the vehicle
B. Color of the vehicle
C. Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR)
D. Type of fuel used

The maximum bumper height limits for a vehicle are determined by the Gross Vehicle
Weight Rating (GVWR). The GVWR is an important safety standard that establishes the
maximum weight a vehicle is rated to safely carry, including its own weight plus any
cargo and passengers. Since larger and heavier vehicles tend to have higher bumpers to
ensure proper clearance and to maintain safety in collision scenarios, the GVWR plays a
crucial role in establishing specific height limits for bumpers.  Regulations concerning
bumper height aim to ensure that vehicles are designed with safety in mind, especially in
relation to how they interact with other vehicles in an accident. By taking into
consideration the gross weight of the vehicle, regulatory authorities can better define
appropriate bumper heights that contribute to safety standards, thereby reducing the
risk of injury during collisions.   The other options are not relevant to the determination
of bumper height limits, as the make and color of a vehicle do not impact safety
standards, nor does the type of fuel used since it has no bearing on the vehicle's
structural design or weight classification.

4. Are air horns allowed to be used as the primary horn on a
vehicle?
A. Yes, if they are louder
B. No, they can cause the vehicle to fail inspection
C. Only in certain conditions
D. Yes, as long as they are installed correctly

The use of air horns as the primary horn on a vehicle is not permitted primarily because
they can create excessive noise and potentially cause safety concerns. Noise regulations
are in place to ensure that vehicles remain within acceptable decibel levels for operating
safely within communities and roadways. If a vehicle is equipped with an air horn as its
main horn, it may exceed these levels, leading to a failure during safety inspection.   In
addition, the standard horn on a vehicle is designed to produce a sound that is effective
for alerting other drivers and pedestrians without being overly disruptive. Noise
ordinances in many jurisdictions aim to prevent disturbances that can be caused by
extremely loud horns, further supporting the reason why air horns cannot serve as the
primary horn. This ensures a harmonious balance of safety and noise control in road
traffic.
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5. How is the brake indicator lamp tested?
A. By driving the vehicle
B. By applying the parking brake and turning on the ignition
C. By checking the brake fluid level
D. By pressing the brake pedal only

Testing the brake indicator lamp involves applying the parking brake and then turning
on the ignition. This procedure is essential because it ensures that the electrical circuit
associated with the brake warning light is functioning correctly. When the parking brake
is engaged, the lamp should illuminate, indicating that the system is operational. If the
light does not come on when you perform this test, it suggests a fault in the brake
warning system, such as a burned-out bulb or an issue with the wiring or sensor that
activates the lamp.  Other approaches to testing the brake lamp, such as simply driving
the vehicle, would not verify the condition of the brake warning indicator itself. Checking
the brake fluid level, while important for overall brake system maintenance, does not
directly test the functionality of the indicator lamp. Pressing the brake pedal alone does
not assess whether the lamp turns on because that typically involves different
components of the brake system, including the master cylinder and associated sensors,
rather than the parking brake indicator.

6. What is the minimum height range for front clearance
lamps on trailers weighing over 3,000 pounds?
A. 12 to 24 inches
B. 18 to 30 inches
C. 24 to 60 inches
D. 30 to 72 inches

The minimum height range for front clearance lamps on trailers weighing over 3,000
pounds is specified as 24 to 60 inches. This particular height requirement is set to
ensure that the lamps are visible from a sufficient distance and provide adequate
warning to other drivers, especially considering the size of larger trailers. The position
helps to minimize blind spots and ensures that the clearance lamps can be seen by
oncoming traffic, enhancing overall safety on the road.  The specified range of 24 to 60
inches also aligns with regulatory standards that prioritize visibility and compliance with
safety norms. Clear regulations help both inspectors and vehicle owners understand the
necessary requirements for safe operation and lighting.
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7. What must be true for the steering rack and pinion to not
fail an inspection?
A. It cannot have any rust
B. It must not be leaking badly
C. It cannot be greater than 8 inches in length
D. It must have a protective cover at all times

For the steering rack and pinion to not fail an inspection, it must not be leaking badly.
The integrity of the steering system is crucial for safe vehicle operation, as any
significant leakage can lead to a loss of steering control, which poses a serious safety
risk. A properly functioning steering rack should be able to maintain hydraulic pressure
and fluid levels necessary for smooth steering performance. If there are leaks that are
bad enough to affect the operation of the steering components, it would be flagged
during the inspection.  Other considerations, such as rust, length, and the presence of a
protective cover, are important for overall vehicle maintenance and safety but are not as
critical as addressing leaks. Rust may affect structural integrity over time, but a small
amount may not lead to immediate failure, and the length is typically standardized and
not a direct factor in passing an inspection. While a protective cover can help prevent
debris from entering the steering mechanism, its absence may not lead to failure unless
there's visible damage resulting from exposure to the elements. Hence, the absence of
significant leaking is the primary concern during an inspection of the steering rack and
pinion system.

8. What are the maximum allowable dimensions for a trailer?
A. 10'Wx16'Hx70'L
B. 8'Wx12'Hx60'L
C. 9'Wx14'Hx65'L
D. 9'Wx15'Hx70'L

The maximum allowable dimensions for a trailer are determined by state regulations that
set limits on width, height, and length to ensure safety on the roads and facilitate
standardization across different types of vehicles.   In this case, a trailer's maximum
dimensions, which include considerations for stability, load distribution, and visibility,
are set as follows: a maximum width of 8.5 feet (around 102 inches), a maximum height
of 13.5 to 14 feet, and a maximum length of around 65 to 70 feet, depending on the
specific type of trailer and its purpose.   The choice that states 9 feet in width, 14 feet in
height, and 65 feet in length adheres to the general standards agreed upon for various
trailer types, offering flexibility while still conforming to safety regulations. This option
strikes a balance between usability and compliance, representing dimensions that are
often seen in the industry.   The other options exceed one or more of the established
limits, making them non-compliant with standard trailer regulations. This is why the
dimensions provided in the chosen response align with regulatory requirements, making
it the most appropriate selection regarding allowable trailer dimensions.
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9. Is the statement true or false: The slow moving vehicle
emblem for NEVs must not be less than 3 feet or more than 5
feet from the ground?
A. True
B. False
C. Not specified
D. Only true if the vehicle is over 1000 lbs

The statement is true. In Hawaii, the regulation regarding the slow-moving vehicle
emblem for Neighborhood Electric Vehicles (NEVs) specifies that the emblem must be
positioned at a height between 3 feet and 5 feet from the ground. This requirement
ensures that the emblem is easily visible to other road users, thereby enhancing safety
for both the NEV occupants and other vehicles. Proper placement of the emblem helps to
alert drivers of traditional vehicles that they are sharing the road with a slower-moving
vehicle, which is crucial in preventing accidents.   While other options might involve
particular conditions or variations in requirements, the essential rule regarding the
height of the emblem remains clear and is designed to promote road safety.

10. True or False: Ambulances need to be inspected every 9
months.
A. True
B. False
C. Only if required
D. Depends on usage

Ambulances do not need to be inspected every 9 months in Hawaii. The requirement for
vehicle inspections, including ambulances, typically focuses on the adherence to safety
standards and operational readiness rather than a fixed time interval such as nine
months. In many jurisdictions, emergency vehicles may have different inspection
intervals or maintenance schedules based on their use and the regulations set forth by
local or state authorities. It's important for inspectors to be aware of the specific
regulations that apply to emergency vehicles.   In this context, ambulances must be kept
in good working condition and may be subject to inspections based on operational needs
or if there are specific state requirements that delineate how often these inspections
should occur. Therefore, stating that the inspection needs to occur every nine months is
not accurate, making the answer false.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://hiautosafetyinspector.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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