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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which rank is associated with a single five-point star on its
insignia?
A. Colonel (COL) - Silver Spread Eagle
B. Brigadier General (BG) - One 5 Point Star
C. Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) - Silver Oak Leaf
D. Major (MAJ) - Gold Oak Leaf

2. Identify the rank whose insignia is a gold oak leaf.
A. Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) - Silver Oak Leaf
B. Brigadier General (BG) - One 5 Point Star
C. Major (MAJ) - Gold Oak Leaf
D. Colonel (COL) - Silver Spread Eagle

3. Which rank's insignia is three chevrons above three
rockers with a five-pointed star within a wreath?
A. Command Sergeant Major (CSM)
B. Sergeant Major (SGM)
C. Sergeant Major of The Army (SMA)
D. First Sergeant

4. What date is celebrated as the Army Birthday?
A. June 14th, 1775
B. July 4th, 1776
C. December 7th, 1941
D. May 8th, 1945

5. Which rank corresponds to pay grade E-6?
A. Staff Sergeant (SSG)
B. Sergeant First Class (SFC)
C. Master Sergeant (MSG)
D. Private (PVT)
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6. Which rank uses three chevrons above three rockers with
no additional symbols?
A. Master Sergeant (MSG)
B. First Sergeant (1SG)
C. Staff Sergeant (SSG)
D. Sergeant First Class (SFC)

7. How many belt loops are on the trousers, and what do they
represent?
A. Seven; Represents the 7 Seas
B. Five; Represents the 5 Oceans
C. Eight; Represents the 8 Continents
D. Six; Represents the 6 Directions

8. Which rank is directly above Major General?
A. Brigadier General
B. General
C. Lieutenant General
D. Major General

9. If an officer has two stars on their shoulder, what is their
likely rank?
A. Brigadier General
B. Major General
C. Lieutenant General
D. General

10. Which of the following best lists ranks in order of
increasing star count?
A. Brigadier General, Major General, Lieutenant General,

General
B. Major General, Brigadier General, General, Lieutenant

General
C. General, Lieutenant General, Major General, Brigadier

General
D. Lieutenant General, General, Brigadier General, Major

General
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. A
4. A
5. A
6. A
7. A
8. C
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Which rank is associated with a single five-point star on its
insignia?
A. Colonel (COL) - Silver Spread Eagle
B. Brigadier General (BG) - One 5 Point Star
C. Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) - Silver Oak Leaf
D. Major (MAJ) - Gold Oak Leaf

Insignia communicate rank, and for general officers the symbol used is stars. A single
five-point star is the mark of Brigadier General, the entry-level rank among generals. As
you go up, the number of stars increases: two stars for Major General, three for
Lieutenant General, and four for General. The other insignia shown are not stars at
all—Colonel uses a silver spread eagle, Lieutenant Colonel uses a silver oak leaf, and
Major uses a gold oak leaf—so they correspond to different, non-general ranks. So, a lone
five-point star clearly identifies Brigadier General.

2. Identify the rank whose insignia is a gold oak leaf.
A. Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) - Silver Oak Leaf
B. Brigadier General (BG) - One 5 Point Star
C. Major (MAJ) - Gold Oak Leaf
D. Colonel (COL) - Silver Spread Eagle

In U.S. Army officer insignia, the symbol and its color communicate rank. Field-grade
officers wear oak leaf devices, with color distinguishing the exact rank: a gold oak leaf is
the insignia for Major, who holds the pay grade O-4. A silver oak leaf, for comparison,
marks Lieutenant Colonel (O-5). Colonel uses a silver spread eagle, and Brigadier
General is shown with a star. So the gold oak leaf points to Major, the correct match for
the insignia described.

3. Which rank's insignia is three chevrons above three
rockers with a five-pointed star within a wreath?
A. Command Sergeant Major (CSM)
B. Sergeant Major (SGM)
C. Sergeant Major of The Army (SMA)
D. First Sergeant

This insignia shows three chevrons on top and three rockers on the bottom, which marks
the highest enlisted pay grade. The unique centerpiece—a five-pointed star inside a
laurel wreath—identifies the Command Sergeant Major. That exact star-in-wreath symbol
is what distinguishes this rank from other senior enlisted roles (such as the First
Sergeant, who uses a diamond in the center, or other variations in the center device). So,
the combination described points to Command Sergeant Major as the correct rank.
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4. What date is celebrated as the Army Birthday?
A. June 14th, 1775
B. July 4th, 1776
C. December 7th, 1941
D. May 8th, 1945

The date celebrated as the Army Birthday commemorates the founding of the Continental
Army. In June 1775, the Continental Congress established a unified American force to
coordinate the colonial militias for the fight against Britain, marking the birth of the
Army as an organized military service. That founding date—June 14, 1775—remains the
Army’s official birthday. The other dates refer to unrelated events: July 4, 1776 is when
the Declaration of Independence was adopted, December 7, 1941 is the Pearl Harbor
attack, and May 8, 1945 is V-E Day ending World War II in Europe.

5. Which rank corresponds to pay grade E-6?
A. Staff Sergeant (SSG)
B. Sergeant First Class (SFC)
C. Master Sergeant (MSG)
D. Private (PVT)

In the Army, pay grades indicate level of responsibility and map to enlisted ranks. For
enlisted personnel, the pay grade E-6 corresponds to Staff Sergeant, a noncommissioned
officer who typically leads a squad and serves as a senior team leader. Among the
options, only Staff Sergeant fits E-6; Private is E-1, Sergeant First Class is E-7, and
Master Sergeant is E-8. So, Staff Sergeant is the correct match for pay grade E-6.

6. Which rank uses three chevrons above three rockers with
no additional symbols?
A. Master Sergeant (MSG)
B. First Sergeant (1SG)
C. Staff Sergeant (SSG)
D. Sergeant First Class (SFC)

Understanding Army enlisted insignia patterns helps you read rank at a glance. The
arrangement with three chevrons on top of three rockers and no other symbols is the
plain form used for Master Sergeant. Other ranks use additional devices—like a diamond
or a star—to distinguish them—so the presence of any symbol would indicate a different
rank. This plain three-by-three insignia is what identifies Master Sergeant.
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7. How many belt loops are on the trousers, and what do they
represent?
A. Seven; Represents the 7 Seas
B. Five; Represents the 5 Oceans
C. Eight; Represents the 8 Continents
D. Six; Represents the 6 Directions

Understanding symbolism in design can reveal why a simple feature, like belt loops, is
given a specific count. In this item, seven belt loops are tied to the idea of the Seven
Seas. The number becomes a compact mnemonic that connects the garment to a broad,
travel-related concept—the seas that explorers and sailors historically referenced. So the
loops aren’t just a functional detail; they encode a global idea into the clothes.  If you
think about the other numbers, they would point to different groupings (for example, five
loops as a nod to five oceans, eight to continents, or six to directions), but this item
specifically pairs seven with the Seven Seas, making that pairing the intended meaning.

8. Which rank is directly above Major General?
A. Brigadier General
B. General
C. Lieutenant General
D. Major General

The idea being tested is how the general officer ranks are arranged in order of seniority.
The rank directly above Major General is Lieutenant General, because the standard
sequence goes Brigadier General (one star), Major General (two stars), Lieutenant
General (three stars), and General (four stars). “Directly above” means there’s no other
rank between them, so Lieutenant General is the immediate higher rank. The other
options are either below Major General (Brigadier General) or above it by more than one
step (General), so they’re not the direct successor.

9. If an officer has two stars on their shoulder, what is their
likely rank?
A. Brigadier General
B. Major General
C. Lieutenant General
D. General

Military rank insignia often use stars to show general officer levels, with the number of
stars increasing as rank rises. Two stars on the shoulder are the symbol for Major
General, sitting above Brigadier General (one star) and below Lieutenant General (three
stars). A General would have four stars. So the two-star insignia points to Major General
as the likely rank. This is a common convention in the U.S. Army and many other forces.
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10. Which of the following best lists ranks in order of
increasing star count?
A. Brigadier General, Major General, Lieutenant General,

General
B. Major General, Brigadier General, General, Lieutenant

General
C. General, Lieutenant General, Major General, Brigadier

General
D. Lieutenant General, General, Brigadier General, Major

General
The concept being tested is the progression of general officer ranks by the number of
stars. In many militaries, general officers are designated by stars that indicate seniority:
Brigadier General has one star, Major General has two stars, Lieutenant General has
three stars, and General has four stars. So the sequence that increases in star count is
Brigadier General, Major General, Lieutenant General, General. This order matches the
way the ranks climb in seniority, so it is the correct choice.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://goldenbearknowledge.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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