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1. Which activity helps maintain trust between a falconer and
their raptor?

A. Feeding them once a week

B. Avoiding interaction until flight training
C. Regular handling and interaction

D. Packing the raptor's shelter securely

2. How can you identify a healthy raptor?
A. Bright coloring and loud vocalizations

B. Clear eyes, active behavior, and a well-maintained feather
coat

C. Relaxed posture and frequent preening
D. Heavy weight and slow movements

3. What distinguishes a male Merlin in terms of weight?
A. He is one of the lightest raptors.
B. He has the largest wingspan.
C. He typically weighs more than a female peregrine.
D. He weighs less than 6 oz.

4. Who typically makes the initial selection of a nesting area
in migratory raptors?
A. Male, who returns first to the nesting area
B. Female, who remains year round
C. Neither hawk - it just happens
D. None of the above

5. How much does a jack (male Merlin) typically weigh?
A. 4.5 oz
B. 5.5 oz
C. 6.5 0z
D. 3.5 0z
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6. What is one advantage of using trained raptors compared
to traditional hunting methods?

A. They require less food

B. Higher success rates in hunting

C. They are easier to care for

D. They can hunt multiple animals at once

7. Accipiters are particularly characterized by their hunting
technique which involves what?

A. Chasing prey over long distances
B. High-speed dives

C. Surprise attacks from cover

D. Hunting in groups

8. Which raptor is known for its distinctive hovering behavior
while hunting?

A. White-tailed kite
B. Northern harrier
C. Peregrine falcon
D. American kestrel

9. How frequently should a falconer handle their raptor?
A. Only during feeding times
B. Once a month for familiarity
C. Regularly, to maintain trust and familiarity
D. Only for medical check-ups

10. What represents a unique anatomical feature of Buteos?
A. Long pointed wings
B. Heavy body structure
C. Small heads
D. Narrow tails
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1. Which activity helps maintain trust between a falconer and
their raptor?

A. Feeding them once a week
B. Avoiding interaction until flight training

C. Regular handling and interaction
D. Packing the raptor's shelter securely

Regular handling and interaction are crucial activities that help maintain trust between a
falconer and their raptor. This ongoing engagement allows for the establishment of a
bond based on familiarity and comfort. When a falconer consistently interacts with their
bird through gentle handling and positive reinforcement, it fosters an atmosphere of
trust and security. This relationship is particularly important for the raptor’s well-being
and performance in the field. A well-trained raptor that trusts its handler is more likely
to comply with commands and participate eagerly in training sessions or hunting
activities. In contrast, infrequent feeding or avoiding interaction may lead to a
breakdown in trust or create an anxious bird. A secure environment is also necessary, but
it does not directly influence the emotional bond as much as regular, positive interaction
does. Therefore, consistent handling and interaction play a central role in developing a
successful partnership between falconer and raptor.

2. How can you identify a healthy raptor?
A. Bright coloring and loud vocalizations

B. Clear eyes, active behavior, and a well-maintained feather
coat

C. Relaxed posture and frequent preening
D. Heavy weight and slow movements

Identifying a healthy raptor involves observing specific physical and behavioral traits that
indicate good health and vitality. Clear eyes suggest that the bird is alert and not
suffering from any ocular health issues, while active behavior demonstrates that the
raptor has the energy and motivation that come with being healthy. A well-maintained
feather coat is crucial, as healthy feathers should be clean, intact, and properly aligned,
which not only aids in flight but also indicates proper nutrition and care. The other
options contain characteristics that may not necessarily correlate with good health. For
instance, bright coloring and loud vocalizations can vary widely among species and
individual birds but do not provide a comprehensive measure of a raptor's overall health.
A relaxed posture and frequent preening can indicate a positive mental state but may not
always reflect physical health. Heavy weight, especially when accompanied by slow
movements, can be indicative of obesity or other health issues rather than a sign of
vitality. Thus, the combination of clear eyes, active behavior, and a well-maintained
feather coat is the best indicator of a raptor's health.
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3. What distinguishes a male Merlin in terms of weight?
A. He is one of the lightest raptors.

B. He has the largest wingspan.

C. He typically weighs more than a female peregrine.
D. He weighs less than 6 oz.

A male Merlin is distinguished by being one of the lightest raptors, typically weighing
around 5.5 to 9.5 ounces (approximately 156 to 270 grams). This lightweight
characteristic is significant in understanding their ecological role and adaptability to
prey and habitat. Merlins are built for speed and agility, which is enhanced by their small
size and less weight. Other characteristics, such as wing shape and hunting style, align
with this lightweight feature, allowing males to pursue smaller birds and other agile prey
effectively. In contrast, the other choices do not accurately reflect the characteristics of a
male Merlin; for example, they do not have a notably large wingspan nor do they weigh
more than female peregrines, which are actually larger and heavier. Additionally, the
statement about weighing less than 6 0z is a common misconception, as while they can
weigh close to that range, many males exceed it. Understanding the weight of male

Merlins is crucial for falconers and bird enthusiasts to appreciate their unique role in the
raptor family.

4. Who typically makes the initial selection of a nesting area
in migratory raptors?

A. Male, who returns first to the nesting area

B. Female, who remains year round
C. Neither hawk - it just happens
D. None of the above

The male raptor typically makes the initial selection of a nesting area because he is
generally the first to return to the breeding grounds during migration. This early arrival
allows him to scout for suitable nesting sites where he can establish territory and ensure
that conditions are optimal for raising young. The male plays a crucial role in navigating
to areas that offer adequate food supply, safety from predators, and proximity to
potential nesting sites. In many species of raptors, the male's selection of a suitable
nesting location is essential for attracting a mate, as it reflects his ability to provide a
conducive environment for breeding and raising offspring. Once the female arrives, she
may influence the final decision on the specific site or make adjustments based on her
preference or comfort, but the initial selection is indeed made by the male. This behavior

underscores the importance of timing and site choice in the reproductive success of
migratory raptors.
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5. How much does a jack (male Merlin) typically weigh?
A. 4.5 oz
B. 5.5 oz
C. 6.5 0z
D. 3.5 0z

The typical weight of a jack, or male Merlin, is around 5.5 ounces. This information is
consistent with established data on the species, which indicates that male Merlins
generally weigh less than their female counterparts, ranging from about 5 to 6 ounces.
Understanding the specific weight of a jack is essential for falconers as it aids in the
proper care and management of these birds, particularly when it comes to considerations
like food intake, weight maintenance, and overall health. The avian physiology varies
significantly between species and sexes, making weight a critical factor in falconry. When
training or working with a Merlin, knowing their typical weight helps ensure they are in
optimal condition for hunting and performing.

6. What is one advantage of using trained raptors compared
to traditional hunting methods?

A. They require less food
B. Higher success rates in hunting

C. They are easier to care for
D. They can hunt multiple animals at once

Using trained raptors for hunting offers higher success rates in pursuit of game
compared to more traditional hunting methods. This effectiveness stems from the unique
hunting capabilities of birds of prey, such as their keen eyesight, remarkable agility, and
speed. Raptors are finely attuned to the behavior of their prey, allowing them to intercept
and capture animals that might otherwise evade hunters. Unlike traditional hunting
methods that may rely on various tools and techniques which can be less efficient, using
trained raptors capitalizes on the natural instincts and skills of these birds, leading to
more effective hunts. Moreover, hunters often find that a well-trained raptor can track
and engage prey in ways that increase the chances of a successful catch. The other
options do not accurately reflect the distinct advantages of falconry. While raptors can be
efficient hunters, they do require significant care and feeding, often negating the point
about requiring less food. Furthermore, it is challenging for a raptor to hunt multiple
animals simultaneously, as they are generally trained to focus on one target at a time.
Lastly, although some may argue that caring for a trained raptor can be manageable, it

still demands a considerable commitment compared to many traditional hunting
methods.
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7. Accipiters are particularly characterized by their hunting
technique which involves what?

A. Chasing prey over long distances
B. High-speed dives
C. Surprise attacks from cover

D. Hunting in groups

Accipiters are a group of hawks known for their distinctive hunting technique that relies
predominantly on surprise attacks from cover. These birds are agile and adept at
navigating through dense vegetation, allowing them to ambush their prey effectively.
This method of hunting is facilitated by their short wings and long tails, which provide
excellent maneuverability in wooded or shrubby environments. The emphasis on surprise
as part of their hunting strategy is crucial, as many of their prey, such as small birds, can
quickly take flight if they detect a predator from afar. By utilizing cover—like branches or
dense foliage—accipiters can get closer to their target before launching a swift attack.
This contrasts with other hunting styles, such as chasing prey over long distances or
diving from great heights, which are less characteristic of this group. Overall, this
hunting method highlights their evolutionary adaptations that enable them to thrive as
hunters in specific habitats.

8. Which raptor is known for its distinctive hovering behavior
while hunting?

A. White-tailed kite
B. Northern harrier

C. Peregrine falcon
D. American kestrel

The White-tailed kite is recognized for its remarkable hovering behavior while hunting,
which is a key aspect of its predation technique. This species will often hover in mid-air,
facing into the wind, which enables it to scan the ground for potential prey, primarily
small mammals like rodents. Its ability to maintain a stationary position in the air allows
it to spot movement below and make precise dives to capture its target. In contrast,
while other birds listed may have distinctive hunting behaviors, they do not exhibit the
same characteristic hovering. The Northern harrier, for instance, utilizes a low, gliding
flight to search for prey in open fields, while the Peregrine falcon is known for its
high-speed diving attacks from great heights. The American kestrel, although capable of
hovering, does so less prominently and is more widely recognized for its ability to perch
and hunt from a stationary position. Thus, the White-tailed kite's unique hovering
technique distinguishes it among these raptors.
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9. How frequently should a falconer handle their raptor?
A. Only during feeding times
B. Once a month for familiarity

C. Regularly, to maintain trust and familiarity
D. Only for medical check-ups

Regular handling of a raptor is essential in falconry to build and maintain a trusting
relationship between the falconer and the bird. This frequent interaction is crucial for
several reasons. Firstly, it helps to socialize the bird, ensuring it does not become overly
wild or unmanageable. Frequent handling reinforces the bond of trust, which is
foundational for effective training and cooperation during falconry activities.
Additionally, regular handling allows the falconer to monitor the bird's health and
demeanor closely, detecting any potential issues early on. Handling only during feeding
times can create a conditional relationship where the raptor learns to associate human
presence solely with food, rather than building a complete trust bond. Similarly,
infrequent handling, such as once a month, is insufficient for developing the necessary
comfort that allows the bird to respond positively to the falconer in various situations.
Lastly, only handling the raptor during medical check-ups overlooks the importance of
daily interaction, which is vital for behavioral training and maintaining a good working
relationship. Thus, consistent, regular handling is the best practice to ensure a
harmonious partnership between falconer and raptor.

10. What represents a unique anatomical feature of Buteos?
A. Long pointed wings
B. Heavy body structure
C. Small heads
D. Narrow tails

Buteos, commonly referred to as hawks within the genus Buteo, are characterized by
their heavy body structure, which is a distinctive anatomical feature of this group. This
robust build is advantageous for their hunting style and preferred habitats. Buteos are
generally larger and more powerful compared to other raptors, allowing them to soar
efficiently and cover wide areas while searching for prey. Their body mass enhances their
ability to capture larger animals, such as small mammals and birds. In contrast, long
pointed wings are often associated with other types of raptors designed for different
flying styles such as fast dashes or agile maneuvers. Small heads are not typical of
Buteos, as they tend to have proportionately larger heads compared to their body size.
Similarly, a narrow tail is more indicative of birds that require agility in flight, which is
not a characteristic of Buteos that usually have broader and more rounded tails to aid in
gliding and soaring.
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