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1. According to Article VII, Section 4, can the state
government assume local government debt?
A. Yes, under any circumstances
B. No, except for specific defense purposes
C. Yes, with legislative approval
D. No, it is prohibited

2. Who has the authority to impeach an official of the state
government?
A. The House of Representatives
B. The Senate
C. The Governor
D. The Chief Justice

3. Which of the following is one way an amendment to the
state Constitution may be proposed?
A. By a two-thirds vote in both chambers of the General

Assembly
B. By a statewide referendum initiated by citizen petition
C. By the Governor's executive order
D. Through recommendations by the Board of Regents

4. Which of the following is an effective defense against an
accusation of libel in Georgia?
A. Proof of malice
B. The truth may be given as evidence in the trial
C. Exceeding the statute of limitations
D. Confidentiality agreement

5. What is the primary function of the Georgia General
Assembly?
A. Enforcing laws
B. Creating laws
C. Interpreting laws
D. Advising elected officials
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6. What body has the power to authorize exemptions from
property tax in the state of Georgia?
A. The state legislature
B. The governor's office
C. The state Supreme Court
D. Local city managers

7. What kind of law is necessary before the executive branch
may spend money?
A. An appropriations bill
B. A revenue bill
C. A spending resolution
D. A budget proposal

8. To run for governor, a person must have been a U.S. citizen
for what minimum period of time?
A. 10 years
B. 15 years
C. 20 years
D. 5 years

9. How many members are in the Georgia State Senate?
A. 56
B. 50
C. 100
D. 75

10. If a legislative house rejects a bill, when can it be brought
up for another vote?
A. In the same session with a simple majority
B. Not in the same session unless two-thirds approve
C. It can never be brought up again
D. In the next session without restrictions
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. A
4. B
5. B
6. A
7. A
8. B
9. A
10. B

6Sample study guide. Visit https://gaconstlegislativereq.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Explanations
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1. According to Article VII, Section 4, can the state
government assume local government debt?
A. Yes, under any circumstances
B. No, except for specific defense purposes
C. Yes, with legislative approval
D. No, it is prohibited

The correct choice indicates that the state government can indeed assume local
government debt but only for specific defense purposes. Article VII, Section 4 of the
Georgia Constitution places strict limitations on the state's ability to take on or manage
local government debts. This section is designed to safeguard local governments' fiscal
responsibilities and to ensure that state resources are not broadly assigned to local debt
obligations without clear justification.  In essence, this provision allows for an exception
whereby, in scenarios directly related to defense needs—such as maintaining state
readiness or responding to emergencies—the state can step in to assume this debt. This
is a reflection of the importance placed on maintaining both local autonomy and fiscal
responsibility while acknowledging that certain communal or statewide interests may
necessitate a different approach under extraordinary circumstances.   This careful
consideration helps maintain a balance between local control over finances and the
state’s role in addressing broader needs that may arise, particularly in times of crisis or
public safety concerns.

2. Who has the authority to impeach an official of the state
government?
A. The House of Representatives
B. The Senate
C. The Governor
D. The Chief Justice

The House of Representatives holds the authority to impeach an official of the state
government in Georgia. This power is established in the Georgia Constitution, which
outlines the impeachment process as a legislative function assigned to the House. When
an official, such as a governor or other state-appointed officials, is deemed to have
committed misconduct or is found unfit for office, the House of Representatives initiates
the impeachment proceedings. This involves drafting articles of impeachment, which
must be approved by a majority vote of the House members.  After the House successfully
votes to impeach, the case is then referred to the Senate, which conducts the trial and
ultimately decides whether to convict or acquit the official in question. This division of
powers ensures a system of checks and balances within the state government, where the
legislative branch has a key role in overseeing the conduct of state officials.
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3. Which of the following is one way an amendment to the
state Constitution may be proposed?
A. By a two-thirds vote in both chambers of the General

Assembly
B. By a statewide referendum initiated by citizen petition
C. By the Governor's executive order
D. Through recommendations by the Board of Regents

An amendment to the state Constitution can be proposed by a two-thirds vote in both
chambers of the General Assembly. This legislative process is a fundamental mechanism
outlined in the Georgia Constitution for amending the state's governing document. The
requirement for a two-thirds majority ensures that any proposed amendment has
substantial support from elected representatives, reflecting a broad consensus on the
need for change.   In the context of Georgia's political structure, this method
underscores the role of the General Assembly in shaping constitutional law, as it places
the authority to initiate such significant changes in the hands of the legislators who are
accountable to the electorate.   Other methods of proposing amendments are less formal
or lack the necessary legislative backing, such as initiatives by the governor or
referendums purely driven by citizen action without legislative approval. These processes
do not hold the same constitutional standing as the vote from both legislative chambers.
Therefore, the strong requirement of a two-thirds vote is vital for the integrity and
stability of the state Constitution, making it a primary avenue for proposing
amendments.

4. Which of the following is an effective defense against an
accusation of libel in Georgia?
A. Proof of malice
B. The truth may be given as evidence in the trial
C. Exceeding the statute of limitations
D. Confidentiality agreement

The correct answer is that the truth may be given as evidence in the trial. In defamation
cases, including libel, the truth is a recognized defense. If the accused can demonstrate
that the statements made were true, this can effectively negate the claim of libel. This
principle underscores the fundamental legal maxim that "truth is an absolute defense" in
both civil and criminal defamation cases.   The ability to show that a statement is true
not only defends against claims of libel but can also serve to vindicate the speaker's
reputation when called into question. This aligns with the protected rights under the
First Amendment, which underscores the importance of freedom of speech—including the
necessity of being able to speak the truth.  Other potential defenses, such as proof of
malice, pertain more to cases involving public figures or officials, where the plaintiff
must prove actual malice—a higher standard of proof than in cases involving private
individuals. Exceeding the statute of limitations does not function as a defense but rather
as a procedural bar to a claim being brought forward after a certain period. A
confidentiality agreement does not absolve someone from liability in a libel case; rather,
it pertains to keeping certain information secure rather than defending against
accusations of defamation.
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5. What is the primary function of the Georgia General
Assembly?
A. Enforcing laws
B. Creating laws
C. Interpreting laws
D. Advising elected officials

The primary function of the Georgia General Assembly is to create laws. As the state's
legislative body, the General Assembly is responsible for drafting, debating, and passing
legislation that governs the state of Georgia. This involves a thorough process where bills
are introduced, reviewed by committees, and then voted on by both chambers, the House
of Representatives and the Senate.   The creation of laws encompasses not only
establishing new statutes but also amending existing laws and responding to the needs of
the public and the state. The General Assembly's power to legislate is foundational to its
role in representing the citizens of Georgia, making it a critical component of the state's
governance.   In contrast to the other functions mentioned, law enforcement is typically
the responsibility of the executive branch, interpretation of laws is primarily the role of
the judicial branch, and advising elected officials is generally not a formal duty of the
General Assembly. Therefore, the focus on law creation accurately captures the essence
of the General Assembly's purpose within Georgia's government structure.

6. What body has the power to authorize exemptions from
property tax in the state of Georgia?
A. The state legislature
B. The governor's office
C. The state Supreme Court
D. Local city managers

The power to authorize exemptions from property tax in Georgia rests with the state
legislature. This is rooted in the state constitution and the laws enacted by the General
Assembly, which is the legislative body of Georgia.   The legislature has the authority to
create laws that specify the conditions under which property tax exemptions can be
granted, such as for certain types of property, specific organizations, or particular
qualifying circumstances. This framework allows the legislature to determine the public
policy regarding property taxation and to address the needs of different communities
while ensuring that exemptions are applied consistently and fairly across the state.  The
governor's office does not have the direct power to create or change tax laws; instead, the
governor may advocate for legislative action or execute budgetary matters related to tax
collections. The state Supreme Court's role is primarily to interpret laws and the
constitution, rather than to legislate exemptions. Lastly, local city managers operate at
the municipal level and manage local government functions but do not have the authority
to authorize exemptions from property tax, as this power is reserved for the state
legislature.
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7. What kind of law is necessary before the executive branch
may spend money?
A. An appropriations bill
B. A revenue bill
C. A spending resolution
D. A budget proposal

The necessity of an appropriations bill before the executive branch can spend money is
rooted in the legislative power of budgeting and fiscal control. In Georgia, as in many
other states, appropriations bills are essential legal instruments that specify the amounts
of money allocated for specific purposes or agencies within the government. Without
such a bill, the executive branch does not have the legal authority to expend funds from
the state treasury.  An appropriations bill details how much money will be available for
different departments and programs for a given fiscal year, effectively outlining the
budgetary framework within which state operations will occur. This structure ensures
accountability and transparency in government spending, as legislative approval is
required to authorize the dispersal of state funds.  The other options, such as revenue
bills, spending resolutions, and budget proposals, serve different roles in the financial
management of state resources. Revenue bills pertain to the generation of income for the
state, spending resolutions may express the intention to spend but lack the specificity
and legal backing of an appropriations bill, and budget proposals are initial outlines that
require legislative approval to become authoritative documents. Thus, the appropriations
bill is uniquely significant as it grants explicit permission for state expenditures, making
it a fundamental component of fiscal governance in Georgia.

8. To run for governor, a person must have been a U.S. citizen
for what minimum period of time?
A. 10 years
B. 15 years
C. 20 years
D. 5 years

To run for governor in Georgia, the requirement states that a candidate must have been a
U.S. citizen for at least 15 years. This criterion ensures that the individual has a
substantial connection and commitment to the United States, which is important for
someone who would be making decisions that affect the state's governance and its
citizens. The 15-year requirement reflects the expectation that candidates have a
well-established understanding of American principles and governance, as well as a deep
connection to the state's needs and values. Meeting this requirement is vital for
upholding the integrity of the office and ensuring that the governor is well-acquainted
with the rights, duties, and responsibilities of citizenship.
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9. How many members are in the Georgia State Senate?
A. 56
B. 50
C. 100
D. 75

The Georgia State Senate is comprised of 56 members. Each Senator represents a
specific district within the state, with the districts drawn to ensure equal population
representation under constitutional guidelines. The number of members in the Senate is
established by the Georgia Constitution and reflects the legislative structure necessary to
effectively govern the state. This allows for a manageable group to debate and pass
legislation while providing adequate representation for Georgia's diverse population
across its various regions. The clarity in membership also helps streamline the Senate's
operations and decision-making processes.

10. If a legislative house rejects a bill, when can it be brought
up for another vote?
A. In the same session with a simple majority
B. Not in the same session unless two-thirds approve
C. It can never be brought up again
D. In the next session without restrictions

When a legislative house rejects a bill, it cannot be brought up for another vote in the
same session unless it receives a two-thirds majority approval by the house. This
requirement emphasizes the need for a substantial consensus among the members of the
legislative body before reconsidering a bill, ensuring that only those measures with
significant support can be revisited.   This rule is in place to maintain order and
efficiency in the legislative process, discouraging constant back-and-forth on rejected
proposals and allowing lawmakers to focus on advancing new legislation. Thus, without
achieving that two-thirds majority, the rejected bill remains sidelined for the duration of
the session. In the context of your options, this understanding clarifies why that is the
correct answer.
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