GEORGIA
COMMERCIAL
CONTRACTOR SEPTIC
PRACTICE EXAM
(SAMPLE)

STUDY GUIDE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR
THE FULL VERSION STUDY GUIDE
https://georgiacommercialcontractor-
septic.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.




Table of Contents

070 )7/ T |1 1
Table of CONtENTS ... 2
INtrodUCtion .. 3
How to Use This GUIAE ... 4
QUESTIONS ..o 5
AN WIS e 8
EXPlanations ... 10

N Xt S P S oo e 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. When are aerobic treatment units (ATUs) required?

A. For waste streams with BOD and TSS higher than 100 mg/L.

B. For any waste stream with BOD and TSS higher than 200 mg/L.
C. Only for commercial waste facilities.

D. Only for septic systems not connected to a municipal system.

2. Which of the following is NOT a reason to contact the Georgia

Environmental Protection Division?

A. Projects exceeding 10,000 gallons per day

B. Residential systems over 2,000 gallons per day
C. Increased construction activity in the area

D. New chemical substances in wastewater

3. What is the average lifespan of a properly maintained septic system?

A. 10 to 15 years
B. 15 to 20 years
C. 20 to 30 years
D. 30 to 40 years

4. What can lead to the failure of a drain field?

A. Excessive water usage and heavy soil compaction
B. Proper installation and regular inspections

C. Routine pumping of septic tanks

D. Use of biodegradable products only

5. What requirements must commercial contractors adhere to for septic

system designs?

A. Compliance with local health ordinances and state guidelines
B. Adherence to federal construction standards

C. Use of environmentally friendly materials only

D. Installation by licensed plumbers exclusively
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6. Which of the following statements is true regarding electrical components
in septic systems?

A. All wiring and electrical components must meet the standards set forth in the
National Electrical Code.

B. Only wiring on the mainline needs to meet electrical standards.
C. Electrical components must adhere to state regulations but not federal.
D. Only new installations must comply with the National Electrical Code.

7. What load must a tank lid be able to withstand?
A. 100lbs per square foot
B. 150Ilbs per square foot
C. 200lbs per square foot
D. 250lbs per square foot

8. What aspect of soil is crucial for septic system absorption?
A. Soil color and density
B. Soil texture and drainage capacity
C. Soil temperature and humidity
D. Soil fertility and crop yield

9. Which of the following is a long-term consideration for septic systems?
A. Changing decorative trends
B. Future expansion of the site
C. Height of nearby buildings
D. Variations in soil color

10. What is the minimum diameter requirement for a dosing tank lid?
A. 18 inches
B. 24 inches
C. 30 inches
D. 36 inches
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Explanations




1. When are aerobic treatment units (ATUs) required?
A. For waste streams with BOD and TSS higher than 100 mg/L.
B. For any waste stream with BOD and TSS higher than 200 mg/L.
C. Only for commercial waste facilities.

D. Only for septic systems not connected to a municipal system.

Aerobic treatment units (ATUs) are typically required when handling waste streams that have a Biological
Oxygen Demand (BOD) and Total Suspended Solids (TSS) concentration higher than 200 mg/L. This threshold is
significant because higher levels of BOD and TSS indicate a greater degree of organic and solid waste, which can
overwhelm standard septic systems. ATUs utilize oxygen to facilitate the digestion of organic materials more
efficiently, reducing the environmental impact of effluent released into soil or water bodies. In situations where
the BOD and TSS exceed this level, the use of ATUs becomes necessary to effectively treat the waste and ensure
compliance with environmental regulations. By maintaining these processes effectively, ATUs help protect
public health and the environment from the harmful effects of untreated or inadequately treated sewage.
Understanding the need for ATUs highlights the importance of monitoring BOD and TSS levels in various waste
streams, particularly in commercial facilities where waste generation can vary significantly. This knowledge
reinforces the appropriate application of treatment technologies based on the characteristics of the wastewater
produced.

2. Which of the following is NOT a reason to contact the Georgia
Environmental Protection Division?

A. Projects exceeding 10,000 gallons per day
B. Residential systems over 2,000 gallons per day
C. Increased construction activity in the area

D. New chemical substances in wastewater

Contacting the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) is essential for certain regulatory and safety
reasons, particularly in relation to wastewater management and environmental health. In this case, increased
construction activity in the area does not necessarily warrant contacting the EPD unless it results in specific
environmental concerns, such as the discharge of pollutants or impacts on water sources. On the other hand,
projects exceeding 10,000 gallons per day or residential systems over 2,000 gallons per day are significant
because they can greatly affect the surrounding environment, necessitating oversight and monitoring to ensure
compliance with environmental laws and standards. Additionally, the introduction of new chemical substances
in wastewater presents potential risks to public health and the ecosystem, making it critical to inform the EPD to
assess and manage any hazardous impacts. Thus, while increased construction activity may indirectly affect
environmental factors, it does not automatically trigger the need for EPD involvement as do the other options,
which involve more direct regulatory implications.
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3. What is the average lifespan of a properly maintained septic system?

A. 10 to 15 years
B. 15 to 20 years
C. 20 to 30 years
D. 30 to 40 years

The average lifespan of a properly maintained septic system is typically cited as 20 to 30 years. This timeframe
reflects a well-functioning system that has been regularly serviced and operated within its intended capacity.
Various factors contribute to this lifespan, including soil type, system design, usage patterns, and maintenance
practices. Regular maintenance, such as pumping out the tank, inspecting components, and ensuring that the
system is not overloaded, is crucial in maximizing the life of a septic system. Neglecting these aspects can lead
to breakdowns or failures, which often necessitate costly repairs or replacements. Understanding this lifespan
helps property owners plan for future maintenance and potential system upgrades, ensuring compliance with
health regulations and avoiding complications associated with septic system failures.

4. What can lead to the failure of a drain field?

A. Excessive water usage and heavy soil compaction

B. Proper installation and regular inspections
C. Routine pumping of septic tanks
D. Use of biodegradable products only

The failure of a drain field can indeed be attributed to excessive water usage and heavy soil compaction. When
too much water is introduced into a drain field, it can overwhelm the system'’s ability to absorb and filter the
wastewater. This can saturate the soil, leading to a buildup of water on the surface and potential backup in the
septic system. Heavy soil compaction can exacerbate this issue by reducing the soil's porosity. Compacted soil
is less able to absorb water, which can impede the movement of effluent from the drain field into the surrounding
soil. When the soil cannot effectively treat and filter the wastewater, it can result in system failure, leading to
inadequate wastewater treatment and potential contamination of groundwater. On the other hand, the other
answer choices highlight practices that actually promote the longevity and effectiveness of a septic system,
such as proper installation, routine pumping, and the use of biodegradable products. These practices help
maintain a properly functioning system, contrasting with the detrimental effects of excessive water use and
compaction.
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5. What requirements must commercial contractors adhere to for septic
system designs?

A. Compliance with local health ordinances and state quidelines

B. Adherence to federal construction standards
C. Use of environmentally friendly materials only
D. Installation by licensed plumbers exclusively

The requirement for commercial contractors to adhere to local health ordinances and state guidelines when
designing septic systems is essential because these regulations ensure that septic systems are safe, effective,
and environmentally responsible. Local health ordinances typically reflect the specific needs and conditions of a
community, such as soil types, population density, and existing infrastructure, which are crucial for determining
appropriate septic system design and placement. State guidelines also provide a framework for compliance
with environmental standards, helping to protect public health and natural resources from potential
contamination. By adhering to these requirements, contractors ensure that they are implementing best practices
in septic system design, which is vital for obtaining necessary permits and approvals from local authorities. The
other options, while relevant to construction practices in general, do not specifically address the essential
requirements for septic system design. Federal construction standards and environmentally friendly materials
might apply in broader contexts but do not replace the necessity of meeting local and state health requirements
for septic systems. Likewise, while employing licensed plumbers for the installation phase is important for
ensuring quality and compliance, the design phase requires a solid understanding of the local regulations more
than simply who is performing the installation.

6. Which of the following statements is true regarding electrical components
in septic systems?

A. All wiring and electrical components must meet the standards set forth in the
National Electrical Code.

B. Only wiring on the mainline needs to meet electrical standards.
C. Electrical components must adhere to state regulations but not federal.
D. Only new installations must comply with the National Electrical Code.

The correct choice emphasizes the importance of adherence to the National Electrical Code (NEC) for all wiring
and electrical components in septic systems. This standard is crucial because it outlines the safe installation of
electrical wiring to prevent hazards such as electrical fires or equipment failure. Ensuring that all components
meet NEC standards is vital for both safety and the proper functioning of the septic system, as it governs the
installation practices that minimize risks associated with electrical issues. By recognizing the NEC's
applicability to all wiring and electrical components, one acknowledges the comprehensive nature of safety
regulations that protect not only the integrity of the septic systems but also the health and safety of the
individuals interacting with those systems. Consequently, compliance with these codes is non-negotiable,
reflecting best practices in the industry. The other options present various misconceptions about the standards
and regulations for septic systems' electrical components. They imply a limited scope of compliance that could
lead to potential oversights in safety and regulation adherence.
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7. What load must a tank lid be able to withstand?
A. 100lbs per square foot
B. 150lbs per square foot

C. 200lbs per square foot
D. 250Ibs per square foot

The correct load that a tank lid must be able to withstand is 150 pounds per square foot. This standard is often
established to ensure the safety and durability of septic tank systems, particularly in areas where heavy traffic
may occur. The 150 pounds per square foot criterion is based on the need for septic tank lids to support not
only the weight of the lid itself but also any potential loads from vehicles or equipment that might pass over the
tank. This is especially crucial in commercial settings, where maintenance and access are common, and a failure
to meet the load requirement could lead to serious safety risks and damage to the septic system. Other load
capacities may be higher or lower, but 150 pounds per square foot is commonly accepted in Georgia's
regulations for septic tank lids, reflecting a balance between safety considerations and practical engineering
standards.

8. What aspect of soil is crucial for septic system absorption?
A. Solil color and density
B. Soil texture and drainage capacity

C. Soil temperature and humidity
D. Soil fertility and crop yield

The crucial aspect of soil for septic system absorption is its texture and drainage capacity. Soil texture refers to
the size of soil particles, which affects how water moves through the soil. Different textures, such as sandy, silty,
or clayey, dictate the soil's permeability and its ability to allow liquid waste to percolate and be absorbed
effectively. Drainage capacity is equally important, as it determines the speed at which water can move through
the soil. Well-drained soils ensure that wastewater does not pool on the surface and allows for proper
breakdown by microorganisms present in the soil. Combining these two factors helps septic systems function
efficiently, as they need to manage the flow of wastewater while enabling effective treatment and nutrient
absorption. In contrast, while soil color and density can provide some insights into soil characteristics, they are
not direct indicators of how well a soil will perform in terms of septic absorption. Soil temperature and humidity
primarily impact biological processes but are not fundamental to the septic system's absorption functionality.
Lastly, soil fertility and crop yield relate more to agricultural productivity rather than the specific requirements
for a septic system’s performance.
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9. Which of the following is a long-term consideration for septic systems?

A. Changing decorative trends
B. Future expansion of the site

C. Height of nearby buildings
D. Variations in soil color

Future expansion of the site is a long-term consideration for septic systems because it directly impacts the
design, capacity, and placement of the septic system. When planning for a septic system, it is essential to
consider how the property may be developed in the future. This includes the potential for additional structures,
which may increase the load on the septic system and require adjustments in size or type of system installed. A
system must not only meet current needs but also accommodate any planned expansions to ensure that it
remains effective and compliant with local regulations over time. The other options may not significantly
influence the long-term viability of a septic system. Changing decorative trends are aesthetic and do not impact
the functionality or design of the system. Height of nearby buildings might affect certain environmental factors
or permits but does not directly pertain to the operational aspects of the septic system itself. Variations in soil
color might indicate changes in soil composition or drainage but are not a primary long-term planning
consideration as compared to future site development.

10. What is the minimum diameter requirement for a dosing tank lid?
A. 18 inches
B. 24 inches
C. 30 inches
D. 36 inches

The minimum diameter requirement for a dosing tank lid is 24 inches, which is essential for several reasons
related to maintenance and functionality. A lid with this diameter ensures sufficient access space for operators
to perform necessary inspections, maintenance, and repairs of the dosing tank and its components. In
commercial septic systems, proper maintenance is crucial for the efficient operation and longevity of the
system. A lid that is too small could hinder easy access, making it more challenging for technicians to perform
their tasks, which may lead to neglect and ultimately result in system failures. The 24-inch diameter is generally
considered a standard that balances accessibility with structural integrity, ensuring that the lid can support the
weight placed on it while also allowing for adequate ventilation and operational access. Larger lid sizes, while
beneficial for access, are not always necessary unless specific conditions warrant them. Conversely, sizes
smaller than 24 inches would not meet the requirements for effective maintenance, which could lead to
increased risks in the operation of the septic system. Understanding these standards helps ensure compliance
with Georgia’s commercial septic regulations, promoting safe and efficient waste management practices.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://georgiacommercialcontractor-septic.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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