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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What can happen if water chemistry is not maintained in plaster pools?
A. Regular monitoring of pH, alkalinity, calcium hardness, and stabilizer levels,

with adjustments per guidelines.
B. Add chlorine daily to prevent algae.
C. Drain and refill monthly to maintain chemical balance.
D. Use only demineralized water.

2. Which statement best describes the budgeting impact of epoxy-coated
rebar on deck construction?
A. It reduces labor costs.
B. It significantly increases the binding grid cost.
C. It eliminates the need for formwork.
D. It guarantees longer deck life.

3. In an excavation, how far back from the edge should spoil or vehicles be
located?
A. A distance equal to the depth of the excavation
B. Half the depth of the excavation
C. Twice the depth of the excavation
D. One quarter the depth of the excavation

4. If bottom is not more than 4 inches from a hard surface, what is the
minimum barrier height?
A. 36 inches
B. 48 inches
C. 60 inches
D. 72 inches

5. What construction approach helps avoid cold joints in concrete pool walls?
A. Continuous pour
B. Pouring in two separate stages
C. Avoiding bonding agents altogether
D. Pouring only after plaster application
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6. What is the minimum allowable compressive strength value with a
maximum water-cement ratio by weight of 0.45?
A. 4000 psi
B. 3000 psi
C. 5000 psi
D. 2000 psi

7. What is the recommended maintenance interval for checking pool
equipment operation?
A. Only when there is a problem.
B. Regular interval checks per manufacturer guidelines or project spec, typically

monthly for basic tasks.
C. Once a year.
D. Never; rely on manufacturer.

8. Which combination represents the clearances for soil to rebar and rebar to
surface?
A. Soil to rebar: 3 inches; Rebar to surface: 1 inch.
B. Soil to rebar: 1 inch; Rebar to surface: 3 inches.
C. Both are 2 inches.
D. There are no clearance requirements.

9. Which statement best describes the typical components of a pool filtration
system?
A. A heater and a chlorinator only.
B. A pump, filter (sand/ cartridge/ diatomaceous earth), and a return line;

sometimes a heater or chlorinator.
C. A skimmer and a ladder.
D. A pool cover and lighting.

10. Where should the level control be placed when sizing the plunge basin?
A. Outside the plunge basin
B. At the edge of the plunge basin
C. In a separate control room
D. Within the plunge basin
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Answers
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1. A
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. C
6. A
7. B
8. A
9. B
10. D
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Explanations
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1. What can happen if water chemistry is not maintained in plaster pools?
A. Regular monitoring of pH, alkalinity, calcium hardness, and stabilizer levels,

with adjustments per guidelines.
B. Add chlorine daily to prevent algae.
C. Drain and refill monthly to maintain chemical balance.
D. Use only demineralized water.

Maintaining water chemistry in plaster pools is essential because plaster is porous and reacts to the water’s
balance. Keeping pH, total alkalinity, calcium hardness, and stabilizer within recommended ranges protects the
plaster surface, helps the sanitizer work effectively, and prevents common problems. If chemistry is ignored, you
can get scale from high pH/alkalinity that deposits on plaster, plaster etching or corrosion from low pH,
roughness or wear from improper calcium hardness, cloudy water, staining, and algae growth. Regular
monitoring and adjusting to guidelines maintain a stable environment, preserving plaster integrity and overall
pool balance. The other options focus on one aspect or unsound practices (daily chlorine without balance,
draining monthly, or using only demineralized water) and don’t address the need for overall, regular balance.

2. Which statement best describes the budgeting impact of epoxy-coated
rebar on deck construction?
A. It reduces labor costs.
B. It significantly increases the binding grid cost.
C. It eliminates the need for formwork.
D. It guarantees longer deck life.

Using epoxy-coated rebar affects the budget mainly through higher upfront material costs. The coating itself is
more expensive than plain steel, and it requires careful handling and sometimes compatible accessories, which
adds to the total cost of the reinforcing grid. Because the deck’s binding grid involves a substantial amount of
rebar, this added cost scales up across the entire grid, making the overall grid cost noticeably higher. The other
statements don’t fit budgeting reality: epoxy-coated rebar doesn’t inherently reduce labor costs, it doesn’t
remove the need for formwork, and while it can improve durability, it doesn’t guarantee a longer deck life in every
situation.

3. In an excavation, how far back from the edge should spoil or vehicles be
located?
A. A distance equal to the depth of the excavation
B. Half the depth of the excavation
C. Twice the depth of the excavation
D. One quarter the depth of the excavation

Maintaining a safe buffer around an excavation is essential to prevent cave-ins and protect workers. Spoil piles
and vehicles should be kept well back from the edge to reduce the chance that loose material or surface loads
push the trench walls into the excavation. The standard rule is to place spoil and equipment at a distance equal
to the depth of the excavation. This means that if the trench is 6 feet deep, you keep the spoil back 6 feet from
the edge. It’s a simple, conservative guideline that scales with depth because deeper excavations need a larger
buffer. Placing spoil closer increases the risk of collapse or material entering the trench, while going farther than
necessary can impede operations. So the recommended distance is equal to the excavation depth.
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4. If bottom is not more than 4 inches from a hard surface, what is the
minimum barrier height?
A. 36 inches
B. 48 inches
C. 60 inches
D. 72 inches

The important idea is that pool barriers must be tall enough to deter a child from climbing over. When the bottom
of the barrier is within 4 inches of a hard surface, you still need a barrier that rises to 48 inches to effectively
block climbing or crawling over the top. The standard height of 48 inches (4 feet) provides a reliable guard
against typical attempts to get over a barrier, even if the base is close to a surface. The other heights are either
too short to prevent crossing or exceed what’s typically required for basic safety.

5. What construction approach helps avoid cold joints in concrete pool walls?
A. Continuous pour
B. Pouring in two separate stages
C. Avoiding bonding agents altogether
D. Pouring only after plaster application

A continuous pour is the best way to prevent cold joints in concrete pool walls. A cold joint forms where the first
portion of concrete has stiffened before the next batch is placed, creating a distinct plane that can be a weak
point and potential leakage path. Pouring without interruption allows the concrete to cure as one mass,
producing a single, monolithic wall with better integrity.  If a multi-stage pour is unavoidable, treat the later lift
as a bonded joint: prepare and clean the surface, use a compatible bonding agent, and ensure proper timing and
curing so the two pours knit together effectively. This approach minimizes the weakness that a cold joint would
introduce.  The other options don’t address joint integrity. Pouring in two separate stages without bonding
creates obvious cold joints; relying on plaster timing is a surface consideration and doesn’t solve the structural
joint issue; and avoiding bonding agents altogether undermines the strength of any necessary later lift.

6. What is the minimum allowable compressive strength value with a
maximum water-cement ratio by weight of 0.45?
A. 4000 psi
B. 3000 psi
C. 5000 psi
D. 2000 psi

Strength of concrete goes up as the water-cement ratio goes down: keeping the water relative to cement low
reduces voids and creates a denser, stronger paste. When a maximum water-cement ratio by weight is set at
0.45, the mix must be able to achieve a 28-day compressive strength of at least 4000 psi to meet that limit.
That’s why 4000 psi is the minimum allowable value under this constraint. Lower strengths (like 2000 or 3000
psi) wouldn’t meet the requirement implied by the 0.45 cap, while a higher strength (like 5000 psi) isn’t the
minimum.
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7. What is the recommended maintenance interval for checking pool
equipment operation?
A. Only when there is a problem.
B. Regular interval checks per manufacturer guidelines or project spec, typically

monthly for basic tasks.
C. Once a year.
D. Never; rely on manufacturer.

Regular interval checks are essential for keeping pool equipment operating reliably. Following the
manufacturer’s guidelines or the project specification ensures you address the right components at the right
times, with monthly checks covering basic tasks like inspecting connections, gauges, relays, timers, and general
wear. This proactive approach helps catch issues early, maintain safety, protect energy efficiency, and support
any warranty requirements. Waiting until a problem arises or skewing to once-a-year or never leads to hidden
failures, bigger repairs, and potential downtime. So, adhere to the recommended interval and perform routine
inspections on schedule.

8. Which combination represents the clearances for soil to rebar and rebar to
surface?
A. Soil to rebar: 3 inches; Rebar to surface: 1 inch.
B. Soil to rebar: 1 inch; Rebar to surface: 3 inches.
C. Both are 2 inches.
D. There are no clearance requirements.

Reinforcing steel in a concrete pool needs concrete cover to protect it from moisture and chemicals and to
ensure the steel properly bonds with the surrounding concrete. The distance from soil to rebar is the buried
cover, which should be substantial because soil environments are more aggressive and can shift during backfill.
The distance from rebar to the surface is the exterior concrete cover, which must be enough to protect the steel
while still allowing a proper finish and bonding with the concrete.  The best combination is 3 inches from soil to
rebar and 1 inch from rebar to surface because buried portions require more protection, while exterior edges only
need enough cover to maintain integrity and finish quality. A smaller soil-to-rebar clearance increases corrosion
risk, while a larger rebar-to-surface clearance adds unnecessary concrete thickness and can complicate
finishing. The option with no clearance isn’t acceptable because concrete cover is required for protection and
durability.  So, 3 inches soil-to-rebar and 1 inch rebar-to-surface is the correct approach.

9. Which statement best describes the typical components of a pool filtration
system?
A. A heater and a chlorinator only.
B. A pump, filter (sand/ cartridge/ diatomaceous earth), and a return line;

sometimes a heater or chlorinator.
C. A skimmer and a ladder.
D. A pool cover and lighting.

The main idea is how a pool’s water is moved and cleaned. A typical filtration system uses a pump to move
water, a filter to remove debris (with options like sand, cartridge, or diatomaceous earth), and a return line to
push the cleaned water back into the pool. Sometimes a heater or chlorinator is added, but these are optional
extras—they aren’t part of the filtration path itself. Features like a skimmer, ladder, pool cover, or lighting aren’t
filtration components. So the best description is a pump, a filter, and a return line, with optional heater or
chlorinator.
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10. Where should the level control be placed when sizing the plunge basin?
A. Outside the plunge basin
B. At the edge of the plunge basin
C. In a separate control room
D. Within the plunge basin

Place the level control inside the plunge basin. The control needs to sense the actual water height where the
pump operates and where priming and air entrainment are critical. Sensing the basin’s water level directly allows
the system to respond immediately to rises or falls, preventing the pump from starving for water or the basin
from overflowing. If the control were outside the basin, measurements could be affected by piping losses, flow,
or turbulence, leading to delayed or inaccurate responses that compromise priming and overall operation.
Positioning it at the edge or in a separate room would further degrade accuracy and response time. Inside the
plunge basin, the sensor (float, switch, or level probe) can reliably monitor the true level and maintain the desired
operation.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://genesisc201concretepools.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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