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1. What is the Mayflower Compact primarily known for?
A. Establishing democracy in Virginia

B. Creating a framework for self-governance in the Plymouth
Colony

C. Beginning the Revolutionary War
D. Establishing trade routes with Native Americans

2. What does majority rule signify in a democratic system?
A. Only the opinions of the minority are considered
B. The principle that the majority should exercise power
C. That all voices must be equal regardless of numbers
D. That decisions are made by a small committee

3. How many justices are on the Supreme Court?
A. Seven
B. Nine
C. Eleven
D. Thirteen

4. Which pair of cases impacted First Amendment rights?
A. Plessy & Dred
B. Texas & Hazelwood
C. Marbury
D. Brown v Board

5. Which United States Supreme Court holding impacted the
way religious practice was approached in public schools?

A. Engel v. Vitale

B. Tinker v. Des Moines
C. Marbury v. Madison
D. McCulloh v. Maryland

6. What is the highest federal court in the United States?
A. The Circuit Court of Appeals
B. The Federal District Court
C. The Supreme Court
D. The National Judicial Conference

Sample study guide. Visit https://floridacivicsliteracy.examzify.com for the full version



7. What is the supreme law of the land?
A. The Constitution
B. The Declaration of Independence
C. The Articles of Confederation
D. The Bill of Rights

8. What is one promise you make when you become a United
States citizen?

A. To vote in every election

B. To obey the laws of the United States
C. To serve in the military if needed

D. To pay taxes only when necessary

9. According to the authors of the Declaration of

Independence, who is responsible for protecting natural
rights?

A. States
B. The people
C. Government

D. Foreign entities

10. How many electoral votes must a candidate secure to win
the presidency?

A. 200
B. 270
C. 300
D. 538
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1. What is the Mayflower Compact primarily known for?
A. Establishing democracy in Virginia

B. Creating a framework for self-governance in the Plymouth
Colony

C. Beginning the Revolutionary War
D. Establishing trade routes with Native Americans

The Mayflower Compact is primarily known for creating a framework for self-governance
in the Plymouth Colony. This document was signed by the Pilgrims in 1620 before they
disembarked from their ship, the Mayflower. It marked an important moment in
American history as it represented the first formal agreement for self-governance based
on the consent of the governed, which laid the foundation for the development of
democratic practices in the New World. The signers pledged to create laws and policies
for the good of the colony, establishing a system where authority stemmed from the will
of the group, rather than external powers. This concept would greatly influence future
democratic governance in the United States.

2. What does majority rule signify in a democratic system?
A. Only the opinions of the minority are considered

B. The principle that the majority should exercise power
C. That all voices must be equal regardless of numbers
D. That decisions are made by a small committee

Majority rule is a fundamental principle in a democratic system, indicating that the
decision-making process should reflect the preferences and values of the majority of the
populace. Essentially, it asserts that when choices are made, those that receive the most
support or votes are enacted, thereby establishing that the collective will of the majority
holds authority in governance and policy-making. This principle is significant because it
ensures that the governance system is responsive to the wishes of the greater part of the
population, fostering a sense of representation and engagement within the community.
In contrast, the other options do not align with the concept of majority rule. Considering
only the opinions of the minority would undermine democratic principles, as it
circumvents the voice of the larger group. Emphasizing equal voices regardless of
numbers aligns more closely with ideals such as consensus or equality, which, while
valuable, are not synonymous with the majority rule principle. Lastly, suggesting
decisions are made by a small committee diverges from democratic practices that
prioritize broader participation and representation in decision-making.
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3. How many justices are on the Supreme Court?
A. Seven
B. Nine
C. Eleven
D. Thirteen

The Supreme Court of the United States is composed of nine justices. This structure has
been in place since 1869, reflecting the belief that having an odd number of justices
helps to prevent tie votes when the court reaches decisions. The justices serve life
appointments, meaning they hold their positions until they choose to retire, resign, or
are removed through impeachment. Having nine justices allows for a range of opinions
and perspectives to be represented on the court, facilitating thorough deliberation over
complex legal issues and interpretations of the law. Other options suggest different
numbers of justices, which do not align with the current structure established by law.

4. Which pair of cases impacted First Amendment rights?
A. Plessy & Dred
B. Texas & Hazelwood
C. Marbury
D. Brown v Board

The pair of cases that significantly impacted First Amendment rights are Texas v.
Johnson and Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier. In Texas v. Johnson (1989), the
Supreme Court held that burning the American flag is a form of symbolic speech
protected by the First Amendment. This case reinforced the principle that free speech
can include expressive conduct, even if that conduct is controversial or offensive to many
people. By affirming the right to burn the flag as a legitimate expression of dissent, the
ruling underscored the importance of protecting unpopular speech under the First
Amendment. In Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1988), the Court addressed the
issue of student free speech rights within a school context. The ruling allowed school
officials to exert greater control over school-sponsored publications and determined that
schools could limit speech that was inconsistent with their educational mission. While
this decision allowed for certain restrictions on student expression, it also clarified the
balance between free speech and the authority of schools to manage their environments.
Together, these cases demonstrate how the interpretation of the First Amendment can
evolve, highlighting both the protection of individual expression and the limitations that
may exist in specific contexts, such as schools.
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5. Which United States Supreme Court holding impacted the
way religious practice was approached in public schools?

A. Engel v. Vitale
B. Tinker v. Des Moines

C. Marbury v. Madison
D. McCulloh v. Maryland

Engel v. Vitale was a groundbreaking case as it outlawed the practice of mandatory
school prayer in public schools, citing it as a violation of the Establishment Clause of the
First Amendment. This decision significantly impacted the way religious practices were
approached in public schools, as it reinforced the separation of church and state and
protected the rights of students to not participate in religious activities. Option B,
Tinker v. Des Moines, dealt with students' free speech rights and wearing black
armbands to protest the Vietnam War. While this was an important case for students'
rights, it did not specifically impact religious practices in schools. Option C,
Marbury v. Madison, established the principle of judicial review and the Court's power to
declare laws unconstitutional. This case had no direct impact on religious practices in
public schools. Option D, McCulloh v. Maryland, was a case involving state

6. What is the highest federal court in the United States?
A. The Circuit Court of Appeals
B. The Federal District Court
C. The Supreme Court

D. The National Judicial Conference

The Circuit Court of Appeals and the Federal District Court are both lower federal courts.

The Circuit Court of Appeals hears appeals from the District Courts and the Federal
District Court is the trial court for federal cases. The National Judicial Conference is not
a court at all, but rather a conference for federal judges to discuss legal and judicial
issues. Only the Supreme Court of the United States is the highest federal court, with
ultimate authority for interpreting the Constitution and federal laws. Therefore, the
correct answer is C.
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7. What is the supreme law of the land?
A. The Constitution
B. The Declaration of Independence
C. The Articles of Confederation
D. The Bill of Rights

The Constitution is considered the supreme law of the land because it serves as the
foundational legal document that establishes the framework of the United States
government. It outlines the structure of government, the powers granted to each branch,
and the rights of citizens. The supremacy clause, found in Article VI of the Constitution,
explicitly states that the Constitution, along with federal laws and treaties made under its
authority, is the highest form of law in the country. This means that any law or action
taken by state or local governments that conflicts with the Constitution can be deemed
unconstitutional and invalid. The Constitution's role as the supreme legal authority
ensures the consistent application of laws across the nation and protects individual
rights against infringement by government entities. The other documents referenced,
such as the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Bill of
Rights, play significant roles in American history and law but do not hold the same status
as the Constitution. The Declaration of Independence primarily expresses the country's
foundational principles and reasons for seeking independence, while the Articles of
Confederation were an earlier form of governance that ultimately proved ineffective. The
Bill of Rights, consisting of the first ten amendments to the Constitution, enumerates
specific protections for individual liberties but does not itself serve as the overarching
law of the

8. What is one promise you make when you become a United
States citizen?

A. To vote in every election
B. To obey the laws of the United States
C. To serve in the military if needed

D. To pay taxes only when necessary

When an individual becomes a United States citizen, one of the key promises made is to
obey the laws of the United States. This commitment underscores the importance of the
rule of law as the foundation of American society. By agreeing to this promise, citizens
acknowledge their responsibility to uphold the legal framework that governs the country,
which includes respecting federal, state, and local laws. This ensures a functioning
democracy where rights and freedoms are protected, and obligations to the community
are respected. Obeying laws is not only crucial for personal conduct but also for the
overall harmony and security of society. Citizens are expected to contribute to the
common good by adhering to laws that promote public order and safety. This
fundamental promise is a vital aspect of citizenship, reflecting the social contract
between individuals and their government.
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9. According to the authors of the Declaration of

Independence, who is responsible for protecting natural
rights?

A. States

B. The people

C. Government

D. Foreign entities

The authors of the Declaration of Independence believed that it is the responsibility of
the government to protect the natural rights of its citizens. This is because they believed
that the purpose of government is to secure these rights, such as the rights to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Option A, states, may seem like a possible answer
because the Declaration of Independence was written during a time when the US was
composed of individual states. However, the authors believed that a strong central
government was necessary to protect natural rights, not just the states. Option B, the
people, may also seem like a possible answer since the Declaration emphasizes the
importance of the people's consent for a government to be legitimate. However, it is the
government's role to enforce and protect these natural rights on behalf of the people.
Option D, foreign entities, is not mentioned in the Declaration as being responsible for
protecting natural rights. Overall, the correct answer is C, government.

10. How many electoral votes must a candidate secure to win
the presidency?

A. 200
B. 270
C. 300
D. 538

A candidate must secure 270 electoral votes to win the presidency. The total number of
electoral votes in the United States is 538, which reflects the sum of the Senate and
House of Representatives members from each state, along with three votes allocated to
the District of Columbia. Since a candidate can win by obtaining the majority of these
votes, 270 represents the threshold needed to ensure a clear victory in the Electoral
College system. This requirement is crucial for establishing a legitimate mandate to

govern, as the presidency is determined not by the popular vote alone but through this
electoral process designed by the Constitution.
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