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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.

Sample study guide, visit https://filmeopa.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 3

SAMPLE



How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. The term 480 Resolution lines refers to which aspect of video resolution?
A. Vertical resolution in standard-definition contexts
B. Horizontal pixel width
C. Frame rate
D. Aspect ratio

2. What does the 180° rule state about two characters in a scene?
A. It states that two characters should maintain the same left/right relationship

to one another.
B. It states that lighting should be kept at a 180-degree angle.
C. It states that camera must always move in 180 degrees around subject.
D. It states that two characters must be on opposite sides of the frame at all

times.

3. In screenplay formatting, what does a slug line indicate?
A. A slug line indicates a change of location and time.
B. A slug line indicates the end of a scene.
C. A slug line indicates dialogue emphasis.
D. A slug line indicates a character's emotional state.

4. Which concept posits that visual choices should serve the narrative goals,
with an example of a handheld chase shot to convey immediacy?
A. Mise-en-scène
B. Form follows function
C. Non-diegetic sound
D. Three-act structure

5. What is the primary purpose of a beat sheet in pre-production?
A. To schedule shoot days
B. To outline key emotional turns and plot points for pacing
C. To list dialogue lines
D. To plan character backstories
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6. What does a continuity log record to ensure consistency across scenes?
A. Details about props, wardrobe, set dressing, and action for each take.
B. Lighting ratios and camera angles for the entire production.
C. Timeline of production company meetings.
D. Budget allocations for each department.

7. Which statement best distinguishes production sound from
post-production sound design?
A. Production sound captures on-set audio; post-production sound design

creates and integrates sound effects, Foley, ambience, and final mixing to
achieve the final soundscape.

B. Production sound is the same as post-production sound; both are done in the
editing suite.

C. Production sound focuses on music only, while post-production handles
dialogue.

D. There is no functional difference between production and post-production
sound.

8. Explain the difference between distribution formats (DCP, Blu-ray,
streaming) and their constraints.
A. DCP is cinema standard with strict encoding and security; Blu-ray and

streaming have varying codecs, bitrates, resolutions, and licensing.
B. Blu-ray, streaming, and DCP are all identical in encoding constraints.
C. DCP is for home video only.
D. Streaming requires no licensing or codecs.

9. What does the cinematographer (director of photography) handle on a film
production?
A. Directing actors’ performances on set.
B. Camera work, lighting, shot composition, exposure, and camera movement to

realize the director's vision.
C. Editing the film's final cut.
D. Producing funding for the project.
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10. The Key Light should be positioned 30 to 45 degrees right or left of the
camera and usually about 45 degrees vertical above the subject.
A. 30 to 45 degrees right or left of the camera, at eye level.
B. Directly in front of the subject at eye level.
C. 45 degrees vertical above the subject shining down.
D. 30 to 45 degrees right or left of the camera, usually on the subject's best side,

and about 45 degrees vertical above the subject.
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Answers
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1. A
2. A
3. A
4. B
5. B
6. A
7. A
8. A
9. B
10. D
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Explanations
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1. The term 480 Resolution lines refers to which aspect of video resolution?
A. Vertical resolution in standard-definition contexts
B. Horizontal pixel width
C. Frame rate
D. Aspect ratio

Vertical resolution is what 480 lines describes. In standard-definition video, resolution was historically described
by how many horizontal scan lines run from top to bottom of the image. Saying there are 480 lines means the
image is built from 480 horizontal lines stacked vertically, so it tells you how tall the picture is in terms of detail.
It doesn’t specify how many pixels wide the image is—that depends on the format and sampling used for the
width. It also isn’t about how many frames per second are shown (frame rate) or the width-to-height proportion
(aspect ratio). So, 480 resolution lines pin down vertical resolution in SD contexts. For context, NTSC SD
typically uses 480 visible lines (out of 525 total), while PAL SD uses about 576 visible lines (out of 625 total).

2. What does the 180° rule state about two characters in a scene?
A. It states that two characters should maintain the same left/right relationship

to one another.
B. It states that lighting should be kept at a 180-degree angle.
C. It states that camera must always move in 180 degrees around subject.
D. It states that two characters must be on opposite sides of the frame at all

times.
The main idea behind this rule is keeping spatial orientation consistent between two characters. It says you
should stay on one side of an imaginary line that runs between them, so their left/right relationship stays the
same from shot to shot. This preserves clear direction: viewers learn who is looking at whom and how they’re
positioned relative to each other. If you cross that line, the characters can seem to switch places or faces, which
can confuse the audience and break the sense of space in the scene. So the best answer is that two characters
should maintain the same left/right relationship to one another.

3. In screenplay formatting, what does a slug line indicate?
A. A slug line indicates a change of location and time.
B. A slug line indicates the end of a scene.
C. A slug line indicates dialogue emphasis.
D. A slug line indicates a character's emotional state.

Slug lines, also called scene headings, mark the start of a new scene and tell you where it happens and when.
They typically begin with INT. for interior or EXT. for exterior, followed by the location and the time of day ( DAY
or NIGHT ). This gives everyone reading the script a quick map of where a shot takes place and when, guiding
production decisions and pacing the story as you move from one setting to another or shift in time. It’s about
transitions in space and time, not about ending a scene, emphasizing dialogue, or showing a character’s
emotional state, which are conveyed in other parts of the script. Example: INT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY.
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4. Which concept posits that visual choices should serve the narrative goals,
with an example of a handheld chase shot to convey immediacy?
A. Mise-en-scène
B. Form follows function
C. Non-diegetic sound
D. Three-act structure

Form follows function is the idea that the way something looks and moves on screen should serve the narrative
purpose of the scene. A handheld chase shot embodies this by reflecting immediacy and urgency—the camera's
shakiness and close perspective make the pursuit feel real and time-sensitive, directly supporting the scene's
goal. Other concepts describe different aspects: mise-en-scène is about what is arranged in the frame;
non-diegetic sound deals with audio outside the film's world; and three-act structure is the overall narrative
framework. The connection between technique and purpose here is what makes form follows function the
correct choice.

5. What is the primary purpose of a beat sheet in pre-production?
A. To schedule shoot days
B. To outline key emotional turns and plot points for pacing
C. To list dialogue lines
D. To plan character backstories

The primary purpose of a beat sheet is to outline key emotional turns and plot points to control pacing and
structure the story. It acts as a lightweight roadmap in pre-production, showing where tension should rise, when
events shift the protagonist’s direction, and where major story turns occur (setup, inciting incident, rising action,
midpoint, climax). This helps writers and directors align on the narrative flow before committing to dialogue or
full scene work, ensuring the story maintains momentum across acts. It’s not used to schedule shoot days, list
dialogue lines, or plan character backstories—though backstory can inform the beats. By mapping these beats,
the team has a clear blueprint to develop into a full outline or screenplay.

6. What does a continuity log record to ensure consistency across scenes?
A. Details about props, wardrobe, set dressing, and action for each take.
B. Lighting ratios and camera angles for the entire production.
C. Timeline of production company meetings.
D. Budget allocations for each department.

Continuity across scenes relies on keeping track of what appears on screen in each take. A continuity log
records the exact setup for every take: what props are used and where they sit, what the actors wear, how the set
is dressed, and the actions taking place. This level of detail lets the editor and script supervisor ensure
consistency when cutting between shots or redoing scenes, preventing mismatches like a prop moved, a
wardrobe change, or a different placement of set dressing from take to take. Lighting ratios and camera angles
are tracked separately, and budget or meeting notes relate to administration rather than onscreen continuity. So,
detailing props, wardrobe, set dressing, and action for each take is what keeps scenes consistent.
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7. Which statement best distinguishes production sound from
post-production sound design?
A. Production sound captures on-set audio; post-production sound design

creates and integrates sound effects, Foley, ambience, and final mixing to
achieve the final soundscape.

B. Production sound is the same as post-production sound; both are done in the
editing suite.

C. Production sound focuses on music only, while post-production handles
dialogue.

D. There is no functional difference between production and post-production
sound.

On-set audio capture versus the finished sonic world. Production sound is the actual audio recorded during
filming, with dialogue and the surrounding ambience captured in real time using microphones on set. This gives
you the usable tracks of what was said and what the space sounded like during filming. Post-production sound
design, on the other hand, is about shaping and completing the film’s sound after shooting: creating and
integrating sound effects, performing or refining Foley for footsteps and interactions, building ambient beds,
weaving in any music, editing dialogue for consistency, and doing the final mix so everything sits together in the
final soundtrack. The key distinction is that production sound provides the raw material from production, while
post-production sound design crafts the final audible experience. The other statements either lump the
processes together or misstate what each stage handles.

8. Explain the difference between distribution formats (DCP, Blu-ray,
streaming) and their constraints.
A. DCP is cinema standard with strict encoding and security; Blu-ray and

streaming have varying codecs, bitrates, resolutions, and licensing.
B. Blu-ray, streaming, and DCP are all identical in encoding constraints.
C. DCP is for home video only.
D. Streaming requires no licensing or codecs.

The main idea here is that different distribution formats control how content is encoded, packaged, protected,
and delivered, and they each come with their own practical limits. Digital Cinema Package is designed for movie
theaters, so it uses highly standardized, high-quality encoding and strong security. Video is typically encoded
with JPEG 2000, organized for 2K or 4K projectors, 24 frames per second, and it includes encryption and tightly
defined audio, subtitle, and packaging rules to ensure every theater can play the file the same way and protect
the content.  Blu-ray, by contrast, is a consumer-discussion format with more flexible but still bounded
constraints. It supports several codecs (like MPEG-2, H.264/AVC, and newer options such as H.265/HEVC),
offered at various resolutions up to 1080p and in some cases 4K on UHD Blu-ray. The bitrate ceiling and the
inclusion of menus, extra features, and region controls reflect its disc-based nature and licensing, which means
codecs and protections are chosen to fit the disc ecosystem and consumer devices.  Streaming delivers content
over the internet and is built to handle varying network conditions. It relies on adaptive streaming with codecs
and packaging that services support (such as H.264, H.265, or AV1 in MP4 or MPEG-DASH/HLS workflows) and
uses digital rights management to protect content across devices. Because bandwidth can fluctuate, quality is
dynamic, so resolutions and bitrates adjust in real time while still adhering to licensing and DRM requirements. 
So the correct view recognizes that DCP enforces cinema-specific encoding, security, and packaging; Blu-ray
and streaming have their own codec options, bitrate/resolution limits, and licensing needs shaped by their
respective delivery environments. The other statements fail to reflect these real differences: DCP is not for home
video, streaming always involves licensing and DRM, and the formats are not identical in their encoding
constraints.
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9. What does the cinematographer (director of photography) handle on a film
production?
A. Directing actors’ performances on set.
B. Camera work, lighting, shot composition, exposure, and camera movement to

realize the director's vision.
C. Editing the film's final cut.
D. Producing funding for the project.

The key idea here is the visual language of a film. The cinematographer, or director of photography, is
responsible for turning the director’s ideas into what you actually see on screen. That means shaping camera
work, lighting, shot composition, exposure, and how the camera moves. They choose lenses and lighting setups
to create mood, texture, and depth, set the pace of scenes with camera movement, and control how bright or
dark the image looks and how colors feel. All of this is done in collaboration with the director and production
team to realize the intended look and storytelling.  This is why the cinematographer is the right focus: their work
directly translates narrative and emotional intent into the film’s visuals. Directing actors is the director’s domain,
editing is the editor’s job, and producing funds is the producer’s role. So the cinematographer handles camera
work, lighting, shot composition, exposure, and camera movement to realize the director’s vision.

10. The Key Light should be positioned 30 to 45 degrees right or left of the
camera and usually about 45 degrees vertical above the subject.
A. 30 to 45 degrees right or left of the camera, at eye level.
B. Directly in front of the subject at eye level.
C. 45 degrees vertical above the subject shining down.
D. 30 to 45 degrees right or left of the camera, usually on the subject's best side,

and about 45 degrees vertical above the subject.
The main idea is how the key light shapes the face. In film lighting, the key light is the primary source that
creates dimension and contour, so placing it off to one side of the camera and above the subject gives natural
shadows that sculpt facial features. Positioning it around 30 to 45 degrees from the camera keeps the light
angled enough to reveal shape without looking flat. Being about 45 degrees above the subject helps control
shadows under the brow and nose while avoiding an overly harsh top-down look. Placing the light on the
subject’s best side ensures the features are most complimentary.  This option combines both the horizontal
offset from the camera and the vertical height, and it adds the practical touch of aiming toward the best side of
the face, which is why it’s the most effective choice. The other options miss one or more of these aspects: light
at eye level from the front flattens features; direct front placement at eye level also flattens and reduces depth;
and having only vertical height with no horizontal offset misses the off-axis direction that creates flattering
dimension.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://filmeopa.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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