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1. What is the typical protein percentage in poultry grower
feed?
A. 10-15%
B. 15-20%
C. 18-22%
D. 22-25%

2. What is the effect of proper timing of feed withdrawal for
pre-slaughter birds during processing?
A. eliminates weak birds prior to slaughter
B. limits fecal matter in the intestine
C. is critical in cost savings
D. only important in the processing of market turkeys

3. Which characteristics are essential when judging a laying
hen?
A. Color and weight only
B. Body shape, feather condition, and reproductive health
C. Age and size
D. Feather color and beak length

4. What hormones does light stimulate in layers to promote
the growth of ova?
A. LH and FSH
B. thyroxin
C. LH and GSH
D. progesterone

5. What is the ideal weight range for a market broiler in FFA
competitions?
A. Approximately 2 to 3 pounds
B. Approximately 4 to 5 pounds
C. Approximately 6 to 7 pounds
D. Approximately 7 to 8 pounds
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6. Which statement about the evaluation of laying hens is
most accurate?
A. Handling quality refers to the flightiness of the hen
B. Molting rate is an indication of pigmentation
C. Molting rate is an indication of handling quality
D. Feathers of high producing hens may be frayed, ragged,

dirty, and dull

7. For broiler breeders, increased day length beyond how
many hours of light is of questionable economic benefit?
A. 8
B. 14
C. 17
D. 21

8. What is the significance of the pecking order in poultry?
A. It enhances feed conversion
B. It determines social hierarchy and reduces aggression
C. It affects mating patterns
D. It helps in disease spread

9. In poultry judging, why is conformation important?
A. It influences plumage color
B. It indicates the bird's potential productivity and health
C. It is irrelevant to performance
D. It changes with seasons

10. Which statement about removing chicks from a
commercial hatcher is correct?
A. Chicks should be removed immediately after separating from

their shells.
B. It is feasible to remove chicks individually as they begin to

dry.
C. All chicks should remain in the hatcher until they have dried

completely.
D. Chicks are ready to be removed when most are dry and a few

still have some moisture.
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. D
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the typical protein percentage in poultry grower
feed?
A. 10-15%
B. 15-20%
C. 18-22%
D. 22-25%

The typical protein percentage in poultry grower feed is in the range of 18-22%. This
level of protein is crucial for the optimal growth and development of poultry during the
grower stage, which is a key period where significant muscle and tissue development
occurs. Adequate protein is necessary for the formation of hormones, enzymes, and other
vital substances that support growth, immune function, and overall health.  Grower feed
is formulated to meet the nutritional needs of poultry as they transition from chick
starter to a more nutrient-dense diet. The protein level is specifically designed to ensure
that birds receive sufficient amino acids that are essential for their growth, without
offering excess protein that might lead to metabolic issues. Therefore, maintaining this
protein range fosters healthier birds with better weight gain and feed conversion
efficiency.  Other options represent either lower or higher ranges that are not typically
used for grower feed. For instance, the lower percentages would be inadequate for the
growth phase, while the higher percentages might not be economically feasible or
necessary for birds at this stage, potentially leading to issues like excessive fat
deposition. Such considerations are important when formulating or evaluating poultry
feed to ensure optimal health and performance.

2. What is the effect of proper timing of feed withdrawal for
pre-slaughter birds during processing?
A. eliminates weak birds prior to slaughter
B. limits fecal matter in the intestine
C. is critical in cost savings
D. only important in the processing of market turkeys

The correct choice highlights the importance of limiting fecal matter in the intestine
through proper timing of feed withdrawal prior to slaughter. This practice is crucial
because it minimizes the amount of waste in the digestive system of the birds, which can
lead to cleaner processing. Balanced feed withdrawal timing ensures that the birds have
enough time to clear their intestines, reducing the risk of contamination during
processing. This helps maintain hygiene and food safety standards, and it can also
enhance the quality of the final product.  In the context of poultry processing, keeping
the birds' digestive systems clean is essential, as it directly impacts the efficiency and
effectiveness of the processing line. If fecal matter is present, it can lead to problems
such as contamination of the meat and increased cleaning requirements, which can
affect overall processing costs and product quality. Thus, managing feed withdrawal
effectively is a critical step that ensures both health and safety standards are upheld in
the production of poultry.
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3. Which characteristics are essential when judging a laying
hen?
A. Color and weight only
B. Body shape, feather condition, and reproductive health
C. Age and size
D. Feather color and beak length

When judging a laying hen, evaluating body shape, feather condition, and reproductive
health is essential. Body shape is crucial; a well-proportioned hen that demonstrates a
strong body structure indicates good overall health and effective egg production
capabilities. A rounded and fuller body typically signifies that a hen is mature and has
the potential for higher egg yield.  Feather condition is also a key factor. Healthy
feathers contribute to the hen's insulation and protection, which are vital for its
well-being and productivity. A hen with good feather condition is more likely to be
healthy and free from stress, allowing it to maintain a strong egg-laying performance. 
Reproductive health plays a direct role in the hen's ability to lay eggs. Assessing aspects
such as vent condition and overall body condition helps determine whether a hen is in
optimal reproductive health. Layers should have developed reproductive systems, capable
of producing eggs consistently.  In contrast, factors such as color and weight alone, age
and size, or feather color and beak length do not comprehensively assess a laying hen’s
capability and health for egg production. While these might contribute to understanding
the hen's overall characteristics, they do not provide a complete picture necessary for
judging an effective laying hen properly.

4. What hormones does light stimulate in layers to promote
the growth of ova?
A. LH and FSH
B. thyroxin
C. LH and GSH
D. progesterone

Light exposure plays a crucial role in the reproductive system of laying hens, particularly
influencing the development of ova in the ovaries. The correct answer refers to
luteinizing hormone (LH) and follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH), which are both
produced by the pituitary gland and are essential for the normal functioning of the
reproductive system.  When hens are exposed to sufficient light, it stimulates the
hypothalamus, which in turn triggers the release of gonadotropin-releasing hormone
(GnRH). This hormone stimulates the pituitary gland to secrete LH and FSH. LH is
primarily responsible for triggering ovulation and the final maturation of the follicles,
while FSH is crucial for the growth and development of these follicles. Together, these
hormones facilitate the growth of ova, helping to ensure optimal egg production.  In
contrast, other options such as thyroxin, primarily produced by the thyroid gland, are
more involved in metabolism rather than directly promoting the growth of ova.
Progesterone plays a significant role in the later stages of reproduction but does not
initiate the growth of ova in layers. Therefore, the stimulation of LH and FSH as a
response to light exposure is directly tied to the reproductive success of laying hens.
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5. What is the ideal weight range for a market broiler in FFA
competitions?
A. Approximately 2 to 3 pounds
B. Approximately 4 to 5 pounds
C. Approximately 6 to 7 pounds
D. Approximately 7 to 8 pounds

In FFA competitions, the ideal weight range for a market broiler is approximately 4 to 5
pounds. This weight range is considered optimal because it reflects the stage of growth
where broilers have reached a desirable body size and meat yield, making them most
appealing for market purposes. At this weight, the birds tend to display good muscle
development, optimal fat cover, and overall balance, which are crucial traits judges look
for in competition.  Additionally, this weight range aligns with consumer preferences, as
the majority of market broilers are processed within this period for optimal meat quality
and tenderness. When evaluating poultry for market, it's important to remember that
these traits affect not only competition scores but also the economic viability of the birds
when sold in commercial settings. The other weight ranges provided do not align with the
standard expectations for market broilers in FFA competitions, emphasizing why the 4 to
5-pound range is the ideal selection.

6. Which statement about the evaluation of laying hens is
most accurate?
A. Handling quality refers to the flightiness of the hen
B. Molting rate is an indication of pigmentation
C. Molting rate is an indication of handling quality
D. Feathers of high producing hens may be frayed, ragged,

dirty, and dull
The most accurate statement regarding the evaluation of laying hens is that feathers of
high producing hens may be frayed, ragged, dirty, and dull. This phenomenon occurs
because high-producing hens prioritize egg production over feather maintenance, often
resulting in feather damage and lower-quality plumage. The intense metabolic demands
of continuous egg-laying can lead to wear and tear on the feathers, as well as a reduced
attention to grooming behaviors. It’s important to note that while feather quality might
not be aesthetically pleasing, it can be a valid indicator of a hen’s productivity and
overall health status in a laying flock.  In evaluating the other statements, handling
quality and flightiness are more related to the behavior and temperament of the hens
rather than a direct consequence of their laying ability. Additionally, molting rate
typically doesn't correlate with pigmentation or handling quality; it's more concerned
with the natural process of shedding and regrowing feathers, which can also be
influenced by the hen's overall health rather than her production levels.
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7. For broiler breeders, increased day length beyond how
many hours of light is of questionable economic benefit?
A. 8
B. 14
C. 17
D. 21

In broiler breeders, increased day length extending beyond 17 hours of light is generally
considered to produce diminishing returns in terms of economic benefits. This is
because, while longer daylight hours can initially enhance reproductive performance and
improve egg production by stimulating hormonal responses in the birds, there is a
threshold beyond which additional light does not significantly contribute to productivity. 
At around 17 hours of light, the benefits in terms of egg production tend to plateau, and
beyond this, it can lead to stress or fatigue among the birds, potentially affecting their
overall health and profitability. As a result, managing the light duration effectively is
crucial for optimizing production without incurring unnecessary energy costs or
potential adverse effects on bird welfare.

8. What is the significance of the pecking order in poultry?
A. It enhances feed conversion
B. It determines social hierarchy and reduces aggression
C. It affects mating patterns
D. It helps in disease spread

The significance of the pecking order in poultry primarily relates to its role in
establishing a social hierarchy among birds. The pecking order is a behavioral system
where dominant individuals assert their status over others, leading to a clear ranking
within the flock. This hierarchy is crucial as it helps to minimize aggression among birds.
By creating a structured social system, the pecking order allows chickens to coexist more
peacefully, as individuals understand their place within the group.   Conflict is reduced
since dominant birds usually assert themselves to gain access to resources such as food
and nesting spots, while subordinate birds learn to avoid confrontations that could lead
to injury or stress. This social order is essential for the well-being of the flock, as it
encourages stable interactions and reduces the risk of fights that could disrupt the
overall dynamics. Understanding the pecking order is vital for poultry management, as it
impacts not only the health and behavior of the birds but also their productivity.

11Sample study guide. Visit https://ffa-poultryjudging.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



9. In poultry judging, why is conformation important?
A. It influences plumage color
B. It indicates the bird's potential productivity and health
C. It is irrelevant to performance
D. It changes with seasons

Conformation is critical in poultry judging because it directly reflects a bird's potential
productivity and overall health. The structural traits of a bird, such as body shape, size,
and posture, can indicate how well it can perform in its intended roles, whether for egg
production, meat yield, or show purposes. A well-conformed bird typically has better
muscle development and an optimal body structure, which are essential for effective
laying or growth rates.   Furthermore, conformation can serve as a predictor of the bird’s
fitness and resilience against diseases, contributing to its longevity and productivity over
time. Farmers and producers prioritize these traits to ensure they select animals that will
provide maximum productivity and quality output.

10. Which statement about removing chicks from a
commercial hatcher is correct?
A. Chicks should be removed immediately after separating from

their shells.
B. It is feasible to remove chicks individually as they begin to

dry.
C. All chicks should remain in the hatcher until they have dried

completely.
D. Chicks are ready to be removed when most are dry and a few

still have some moisture.
The statement that chicks should be removed individually as they begin to dry is correct
because it aligns with optimal practices for chick management in a commercial hatching
environment. When chicks start to dry, they are transitioning from a vulnerable state to a
stronger one, and removing them at this stage helps to reduce stress. This practice also
minimizes the risk of them being trampled or injured by their siblings, which can happen
if too many chicks are left in the hatcher at once.  Waiting until all chicks have
completely dried could lead to potential issues, such as overcrowding and increased
competition for space and resources within the hatcher, which can stress the remaining
chicks. The approach of removing individuals as they dry allows for a more controlled and
efficient hatching process that enhances the health and survivability of the chicks.
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