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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.
7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which of the following medications is primarily used for
managing anxiety and is classified as Schedule IV?
A. Diazepam
B. Pentazocine
C. Kayexalate
D. Hydrocodone

2. What is the primary federal agency responsible for
enforcing the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act?
A. Federal Trade Commission
B. Drug Enforcement Administration
C. Food and Drug Administration
D. Centers for Disease Control

3. What information is typically included in Material Safety
Data Sheets regarding hazardous materials?
A. Cost and pricing information
B. Storage and disposal guidelines
C. Patient counseling data
D. Clinical effectiveness summaries

4. What is the federal regulation governing records of
controlled substances?
A. FDA regulations
B. ACPE guidelines
C. DEA regulations
D. NABP recommendations

5. Which resource provides annual packet insert information
for physicians?
A. Physician's Desk Reference (PDR)
B. Mosby's Complete Drug Reference
C. Handbook on injectable drugs
D. Drug facts and comparisons
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6. In an NDC number, what do the first five digits represent?
A. Drug package size
B. Drug formulation type
C. Manufacturer
D. Active ingredient

7. Which information is required on a prescription for a
controlled substance?
A. Patient's insurance information
B. Prescriber's DEA number
C. Patient's phone number
D. Appointment date

8. How often must a controlled substance inventory be
conducted according to regulations?
A. Every year
B. Every six months
C. Every two years
D. Every five years

9. What is the maximum number of refills allowed for
Schedule IV drugs within a six-month period?
A. 3 times
B. 5 times
C. 7 times
D. Unlimited times

10. Morphine falls under which controlled substance
schedule?
A. Schedule I
B. Schedule II
C. Schedule III
D. Schedule IV
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Answers
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1. A
2. C
3. B
4. C
5. A
6. C
7. B
8. C
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Which of the following medications is primarily used for
managing anxiety and is classified as Schedule IV?
A. Diazepam
B. Pentazocine
C. Kayexalate
D. Hydrocodone

Diazepam is primarily used for managing anxiety and is classified as a Schedule IV
controlled substance. This classification indicates that it has a lower potential for abuse
relative to Schedule I, II, and III drugs, but it still requires regulation due to its potential
for dependence and misuse. Diazepam belongs to the benzodiazepine class of
medications, which are commonly prescribed to treat various anxiety disorders, as well as
for their muscle relaxant, anticonvulsant, and sedative properties.  In contrast,
pentazocine is primarily used as an analgesic (pain reliever) and is classified differently
due to its potential for abuse. Kayexalate is not used for anxiety; rather, it is utilized to
treat high potassium levels in the blood. Hydrocodone is an opioid used primarily for
pain management and is classified as a Schedule II controlled substance, reflecting its
higher potential for abuse and dependence compared to Schedule IV medications. Thus,
diazepam stands out as the correct choice for its specific use in anxiety management and
its classification.

2. What is the primary federal agency responsible for
enforcing the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act?
A. Federal Trade Commission
B. Drug Enforcement Administration
C. Food and Drug Administration
D. Centers for Disease Control

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is the primary federal agency responsible for
enforcing the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. This law provides the FDA with the authority
to oversee the safety and efficacy of food, pharmaceuticals, and cosmetics. The FDA
conducts investigations, sets standards, and enforces regulations to ensure that products
are safe for public consumption and that they meet specific quality criteria before they
can be marketed.  The work of the FDA encompasses evaluating new drugs and biological
products through rigorous testing and approval processes, monitoring the manufacturing
practices of these products to ensure compliance with established safety standards, and
conducting post-market surveillance to track adverse effects and ensure ongoing safety.
This vital role underscores the FDA’s central importance in protecting public health
through its regulatory oversight of the pharmaceutical industry and the enforcement of
the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.
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3. What information is typically included in Material Safety
Data Sheets regarding hazardous materials?
A. Cost and pricing information
B. Storage and disposal guidelines
C. Patient counseling data
D. Clinical effectiveness summaries

Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), now referred to as Safety Data Sheets (SDS), are
essential documents that provide detailed information about hazardous materials. One of
the critical elements included in these sheets is storage and disposal guidelines. This
information is crucial for ensuring the safe handling of materials in both workplace
environments and during transportation.   Proper storage guidelines typically outline the
conditions under which a material should be kept, such as temperature, humidity, and
compatibility with other substances to prevent accidents or reactions. Similarly, disposal
guidelines provide important instructions on how to safely dispose of hazardous
materials to minimize environmental impact and comply with regulatory requirements.
These aspects are vital for maintaining safety protocols in laboratories, healthcare
facilities, and any setting where hazardous substances are used.  The other options, while
each has its own importance in different contexts, do not relate to the primary purpose of
Material Safety Data Sheets. Cost and pricing information is irrelevant in the context of
safety; patient counseling data pertains more to the communication of medication
information rather than material hazards; and clinical effectiveness summaries are
relevant in the context of pharmaceuticals but do not address safety and handling
procedures for hazardous materials.

4. What is the federal regulation governing records of
controlled substances?
A. FDA regulations
B. ACPE guidelines
C. DEA regulations
D. NABP recommendations

The federal regulation governing records of controlled substances is outlined by the DEA
regulations. The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), part of the U.S. Department of
Justice, is responsible for enforcing the Controlled Substances Act (CSA). This includes
establishing the legal framework for the handling, distribution, and documentation of
controlled substances to prevent misuse and ensure safe practices.  Under DEA
regulations, pharmacies, healthcare practitioners, and other entities that handle
controlled substances must maintain accurate records of all transactions involving these
substances. This includes records of prescriptions issued, inventory logs, and
documentation of any transfers or disposals of controlled substances. Compliance with
these regulations is crucial for tracking controlled substances and demonstrating
accountability to prevent diversion.  Other choices, such as FDA regulations, focus
primarily on drug approval and safety rather than the specific handling and
record-keeping of controlled drugs. ACPE guidelines pertain to pharmacy education and
accreditation but do not govern the records of controlled substances. NABP
recommendations provide guidance for pharmacy practice but do not hold legal authority
like the DEA regulations do. Thus, the correct choice reflects the legal requirements
mandated by federal law for maintaining records of controlled substances.
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5. Which resource provides annual packet insert information
for physicians?
A. Physician's Desk Reference (PDR)
B. Mosby's Complete Drug Reference
C. Handbook on injectable drugs
D. Drug facts and comparisons

The Physician's Desk Reference (PDR) is a comprehensive resource that compiles
information about prescription medications, specifically designed for healthcare
professionals, including physicians. It provides detailed product information such as
indications, dosage, contraindications, side effects, and packet insert information
submitted by drug manufacturers.   Each year, the PDR releases a new edition that
includes updated information based on annual submissions from pharmaceutical
companies, making it a vital resource for physicians to reference when prescribing
medications or getting acquainted with new products on the market. This annual update
ensures that the information remains current and relevant, which is critical in clinical
practice where new drugs and treatment protocols emerge regularly.  In contrast, while
other resources like Mosby's Complete Drug Reference or Drug Facts and Comparisons
provide valuable drug information, they may not be arranged or formatted in the same
way as the PDR and may not be exclusively focused on the packet insert information
provided by the manufacturers. The Handbook on Injectable Drugs is a specialized
resource primarily focused on parenteral medications, lacking the broader range of
information about all prescription drugs available in the PDR. Thus, the PDR stands out
as the primary source for annual packet insert information for physicians.

6. In an NDC number, what do the first five digits represent?
A. Drug package size
B. Drug formulation type
C. Manufacturer
D. Active ingredient

In an NDC (National Drug Code) number, the first five digits indicate the labeler code,
which is assigned to the manufacturer, repackager, or distributor of the drug. This
portion of the NDC is crucial because it helps identify the company responsible for
producing the medication, ensuring clarity in the supply chain and allowing for better
tracking and regulation of pharmaceuticals.  By knowing the manufacturer
corresponding to the first five digits, healthcare professionals can verify and ensure they
are providing patients with the correct medication, both in terms of dosage and
formulation. This is vital for safety, as different manufacturers may produce drugs with
varying quality controls or formulations, even for the same active ingredient. 
Understanding this aspect of the NDC not only aids in identifying the manufacturer but
also enhances overall medication management and adherence to pharmaceutical
regulations, which are designed to protect public health.
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7. Which information is required on a prescription for a
controlled substance?
A. Patient's insurance information
B. Prescriber's DEA number
C. Patient's phone number
D. Appointment date

The requirement for a prescriber's DEA number on a prescription for a controlled
substance is a critical aspect of both federal and state laws regarding controlled
substances. The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) regulates the prescribing and
dispensing of controlled substances to ensure they are used safely and appropriately.  
The inclusion of the DEA number on a prescription serves multiple purposes: it verifies
that the prescriber is authorized to prescribe controlled substances and helps to prevent
the misuse and diversion of these medications. Each prescriber registered with the DEA
is assigned a unique number that must be included on all prescriptions for controlled
substances. This requirement is designed to maintain an accountable system for tracking
the prescribing habits of healthcare providers and the medications being prescribed.  In
contrast, while patient insurance information, phone numbers, or appointment dates may
be relevant for general medical or billing purposes, they are not mandated by federal law
for a prescription of controlled substances. These pieces of information do not contribute
to the regulatory compliance necessary for controlled substance prescriptions, thus
emphasizing the unique importance of the prescriber's DEA number in ensuring lawful
prescribing practices.

8. How often must a controlled substance inventory be
conducted according to regulations?
A. Every year
B. Every six months
C. Every two years
D. Every five years

The correct frequency for conducting a controlled substance inventory is every two years.
This requirement is in accordance with the regulations established by the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) under the Controlled Substances Act.   Conducting an
inventory every two years helps ensure that pharmacies and other registrants maintain
accurate records of their controlled substance stocks, which is crucial for preventing
misuse and maintaining compliance with federal law. The inventory serves as a measure
to check for discrepancies, reduce the risks of loss, and increase accountability regarding
the handling of controlled substances.  Options indicating more frequent inventories,
such as annually or every six months, do not align with the regulatory framework set by
the DEA. Conversely, conducting an inventory every five years would not meet the
minimum regulatory requirement set forth by the DEA either. Thus, conducting an
inventory every two years strikes the right balance between oversight and operational
efficiency for entities handling controlled substances.
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9. What is the maximum number of refills allowed for
Schedule IV drugs within a six-month period?
A. 3 times
B. 5 times
C. 7 times
D. Unlimited times

The maximum number of refills allowed for Schedule IV controlled substances within a
six-month period is five. This limit is established by federal regulations under the
Controlled Substances Act, which delineates the scheduling of drugs based on their
potential for abuse and dependency.   Schedule IV drugs are recognized as having a lower
potential for abuse relative to drugs in the higher schedules, but they still require
regulation to prevent misuse. Allowing up to five refills within a six-month timeframe
enables patients to manage their medication needs while still attending regular
check-ups or consultations with their healthcare providers to monitor their usage and
any potential side effects.   Understanding this regulation is essential for pharmacy
practice, as it ensures compliance with federal law while facilitating patient access to
necessary medications.

10. Morphine falls under which controlled substance
schedule?
A. Schedule I
B. Schedule II
C. Schedule III
D. Schedule IV

Morphine is classified as a Schedule II controlled substance under the Controlled
Substances Act. This scheduling is significant because it indicates that morphine has a
high potential for abuse which may lead to severe psychological or physical dependence.
Schedule II substances are also recognized for having accepted medical uses in
treatment, though with strict regulations surrounding their prescription and handling. 
The classification of morphine as Schedule II reflects its therapeutic benefits in pain
management, particularly for patients with severe pain, while also acknowledging the
risks associated with its use. This balance of utility and risk makes it distinct from
substances in other schedules.  Other schedules, such as Schedule I, are reserved for
substances that have no accepted medical use and a high potential for abuse, which is
not applicable to morphine. Schedule III and Schedule IV substances have lower
potential for abuse compared to Schedule II and include medications that might be less
tightly controlled due to their lower associated risks. Understanding these classifications
helps in recognizing the regulatory framework governing the distribution and
prescription of various medications, ensuring that they are used safely and effectively.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://federalpharmacylaw.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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