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1. What type of building is referred to as Class 6?
A. Concrete
B. Brick
C. Steel
D. Timber

2. What is the primary purpose of communication between
the engine officer and the ladder officer at a fire scene?
A. To determine the fastest route to the fire
B. To coordinate operations effectively
C. To ensure compliance with safety regulations
D. To report the fire size and type

3. How is the collapse zone determined in relation to a
building's height?
A. The collapse zone is equal to the building's height.
B. The collapse zone is less than the building's height.
C. The collapse zone is ideally 1.5 times the building's height.
D. The collapse zone is equal to half of the building's height.

4. True or False: It is recommended to remove the top hinge
of a door before the lower hinge.
A. True
B. False
C. Depends on the situation
D. Always

5. In the COAL WAS WEALTH acronym regarding size-up,
what does the E stand for?
A. Equipment and manpower
B. Exposures
C. Emergency response
D. Evacuation routes

3Sample study guide. Visit https://fdnycycles1to6.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



6. What type of stairs is most beneficial for firefighting
operations?
A. Curved stairs
B. Spiral stairs
C. Transverse stairs
D. Vertical escapes

7. What type of construction is typically associated with a
Queen Anne structure?
A. Steel frame
B. Balloon framing
C. Load-bearing masonry
D. Modular construction

8. When conducting a fire-apartment search, what should be
searched for first?
A. Life safety
B. Fire
C. Smoke
D. Structural integrity

9. True or False: Attack stairs are designated for firefighters
to access the fire floor.
A. True
B. False
C. Depends on the scenario
D. Only in certain cases

10. True or False: A carbide tip blade should be out of service
when chipped or bent.
A. True
B. False
C. Only when it's completely broken
D. None of the above
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Answers
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1. D
2. B
3. C
4. A
5. B
6. C
7. B
8. B
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What type of building is referred to as Class 6?
A. Concrete
B. Brick
C. Steel
D. Timber

Class 6 buildings are specifically defined as those constructed primarily of timber. This
classification is essential in understanding building types, especially in fire service
contexts, as each construction type presents unique challenges and risks during
firefighting operations.   Timber buildings often have different fire behavior
characteristics compared to those made from other materials like concrete, brick, or
steel. For instance, timber can ignite and burn more readily, impacting the structural
integrity under fire conditions. Moreover, the design and layout of timber buildings can
also affect fire spread and the tactics employed by firefighters.  Understanding the
classification of buildings, including Class 6, helps firefighters assess potential hazards,
plan for safe operations, and implement effective firefighting strategies tailored to the
materials involved.

2. What is the primary purpose of communication between
the engine officer and the ladder officer at a fire scene?
A. To determine the fastest route to the fire
B. To coordinate operations effectively
C. To ensure compliance with safety regulations
D. To report the fire size and type

The primary purpose of communication between the engine officer and the ladder officer
at a fire scene is to coordinate operations effectively. This collaboration is crucial for the
successful execution of firefighting strategies, ensuring that each unit's efforts are
synchronized. By communicating clearly, both officers can define their respective roles
and responsibilities, facilitating a collaborative approach to controlling the fire,
conducting rescues, and managing the overall scene.  Effective coordination also
maximizes resource usage and enhances safety for all personnel involved. When both
officers are on the same page regarding tactics, timings, and necessary adjustments, they
can respond more efficiently to dynamic changes occurring at the fire scene, ultimately
leading to better outcomes in terms of both firefighting efforts and life safety.
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3. How is the collapse zone determined in relation to a
building's height?
A. The collapse zone is equal to the building's height.
B. The collapse zone is less than the building's height.
C. The collapse zone is ideally 1.5 times the building's height.
D. The collapse zone is equal to half of the building's height.

The determination of the collapse zone is crucial for safety during firefighting
operations, particularly when responding to structural fires or buildings that may be at
risk of collapse. The correct answer, which states that the collapse zone is ideally 1.5
times the building's height, is based on industry standards and safety practices. 
Establishing the collapse zone at 1.5 times the height of the building provides a safety
buffer that accounts for potential debris and structural failure. In the event of a collapse,
building materials can fall and travel beyond the immediate footprint of the building
itself. By extending the safety perimeter to 1.5 times the height, firefighters and
emergency personnel can better protect themselves from hazards associated with falling
debris and ensure a safe distance from the building’s unstable areas.  This guideline is
based on considerations of various building materials and structure types, as well as past
incidents where collapse zones were insufficiently defined. Recognizing the dynamics of
how buildings may fail helps in effectively strategizing for firefighting and rescue
operations, thereby reducing risks to personnel on the scene.   The other choices either
underestimate the potential danger by suggesting a smaller buffer or align with incorrect
approaches that do not prioritize the safety of firefighting personnel adequately.

4. True or False: It is recommended to remove the top hinge
of a door before the lower hinge.
A. True
B. False
C. Depends on the situation
D. Always

Removing the top hinge of a door before the lower hinge is recommended because it
helps to maintain the stability of the door during the removal process. By taking off the
top hinge first, the door remains supported by the lower hinge until you are ready to fully
detach it. This method reduces the risk of the door falling unexpectedly, which can cause
injury or damage.  Additionally, removing the top hinge first allows for easier
manipulation of the door, as gravity will assist in keeping the door in place until you can
support it with your hands or safely lower it to the ground. This technique is particularly
important in situations where safety is paramount, such as emergency evacuations or
when operating under challenging conditions.  The idea is to ensure a controlled and safe
operation when dealing with doors, especially in the context of firefighting or rescue
scenarios, where quick access is often necessary.

9Sample study guide. Visit https://fdnycycles1to6.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



5. In the COAL WAS WEALTH acronym regarding size-up,
what does the E stand for?
A. Equipment and manpower
B. Exposures
C. Emergency response
D. Evacuation routes

In the COAL WAS WEALTH acronym, the "E" stands for Exposures. This is a critical
aspect of size-up in firefighting, as it involves identifying any structures, people, or other
assets that could be at risk from the fire or emergency situation. By assessing exposures,
firefighters can make informed decisions about how to best contain the incident while
protecting lives and property.  Understanding exposures is vital for developing an
effective strategy for suppression or rescue operations. A thorough evaluation allows
firefighters to prioritize their actions and allocate resources accordingly, which is
essential for minimizing harm and guiding the overall response. Recognizing what and
who is at risk helps in planning for any necessary evacuations and resource deployment
to safeguard both firefighters and civilians in the vicinity.

6. What type of stairs is most beneficial for firefighting
operations?
A. Curved stairs
B. Spiral stairs
C. Transverse stairs
D. Vertical escapes

Transverse stairs are often considered the most beneficial for firefighting operations due
to their design and functionality. These stairs allow for multiple individuals to ascend
and descend simultaneously, which is crucial during emergency situations where time
and efficiency are paramount. The wide and straight configuration of transverse stairs
provides firefighters with ample space to maneuver, carry equipment, and evacuate
civilians safely and quickly.  Additionally, transverse stairs facilitate better
communication and coordination among firefighters, as they can move side by side and
assist each other more effectively in critical situations. This design also helps in creating
a clear path for both firefighters and any individuals needing assistance during an
emergency, reducing congestion and enhancing overall operational effectiveness.  In
contrast, the other types of stairs, such as curved and spiral, can limit movement due to
their narrow and winding structures, making them less ideal in urgent scenarios. Vertical
escapes, usually referring to ladders or chutes, may not provide direct access to all floors
and can isolate firefighters from their teams. Thus, transverse stairs represent a more
strategic choice for firefighting operations.
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7. What type of construction is typically associated with a
Queen Anne structure?
A. Steel frame
B. Balloon framing
C. Load-bearing masonry
D. Modular construction

The correct choice, balloon framing, is closely associated with Queen Anne structures,
which are a style of architecture that emerged during the late 19th century. Balloon
framing utilizes long, continuous framing members that run from the foundation up to
the roof, typically using lightweight lumber. This method allows for flexible designs and
creates open spaces within homes, which aligns well with the ornate and irregular shapes
seen in Queen Anne architecture.  Queen Anne structures are often characterized by
complex rooflines, decorative woodwork, and asymmetrical facades, features that balloon
framing can accommodate effectively. The use of balloon framing also reflects the
construction practices of that era, as it quickly rose in popularity due to its efficiency and
ability to construct multi-story buildings without the need for heavy timber or extensive
masonry.  The other types of construction mentioned do not align as closely with the
characteristics or era of Queen Anne architecture. Load-bearing masonry, for instance,
typically involves solid walls that support the structure, which would not provide the
same design flexibility. Steel frame construction pertains to modern architectural
techniques that emerged after the Queen Anne period. Modular construction involves
pre-manufactured sections that are assembled on-site, which contrasts with the
traditional, intricate designs that define Queen Anne homes.

8. When conducting a fire-apartment search, what should be
searched for first?
A. Life safety
B. Fire
C. Smoke
D. Structural integrity

When conducting a fire-apartment search, the priority is always life safety, which
encompasses searching for victims or anyone in need of assistance. In the context of a
fire situation, life safety is the paramount concern for firefighters. Therefore, while fire
and smoke detection are critical components of the search, locating and ensuring the
safety of any potential victims is the foremost priority.  In a typical fire operation,
firefighters first assess the environment for visible signs of life and may use specific
techniques to locate individuals who might be trapped or unconscious due to smoke or
heat exposure. Addressing fire conditions becomes crucial once life safety has been
managed, ensuring that the firefighting and rescue operations can proceed effectively
and safely.  Structural integrity is also an essential factor to consider, but it typically falls
after immediate life safety needs have been addressed. Thus, life safety will always take
precedence over fire, smoke, and structural issues during the search process.
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9. True or False: Attack stairs are designated for firefighters
to access the fire floor.
A. True
B. False
C. Depends on the scenario
D. Only in certain cases

The correct answer is true because attack stairs are specifically designated pathways that
firefighters use to access the fire floor during firefighting operations. These stairs are
typically located in high-rise buildings and are critical for efficient and safe deployment
of firefighters and their equipment to the scene of an incident. The use of attack stairs
ensures that firefighters can quickly reach the affected areas, allowing them to begin
life-saving and fire suppression efforts without unnecessary delay.   The other choices
reflect varying degrees of ambiguity or conditionality that do not accurately convey the
purpose of attack stairs. Firefighters have standardized practices regarding attack stairs
to ensure their operations are systematic and coordinated, which is essential during
emergency responses.

10. True or False: A carbide tip blade should be out of service
when chipped or bent.
A. True
B. False
C. Only when it's completely broken
D. None of the above

A carbide tip blade should be considered out of service when it is chipped or bent
because damage to the blade can significantly impair its cutting performance and safety.
A chipped or bent blade may not only fail to cut effectively but can also pose risks to the
user, increasing the likelihood of accidents or further damage during operations.   Using
a damaged blade can lead to unpredictable handling and potential injury, as the blade
may shatter or break unexpectedly during use. Therefore, maintaining tools in optimal
condition is crucial for ensuring both efficiency and safety during firefighting operations.
The understanding that a blade needs to be removed from service when it shows signs of
wear or damage, such as chipping or bending, is a standard safety protocol in firefighting
that protects personnel and maintains equipment integrity.
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