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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. How many instrument approaches must a pilot complete in the preceding
six months to act as pilot in command under IFR?
A. Four instrument approaches.
B. Six instrument approaches.
C. Three instrument approaches.
D. Five instrument approaches.

2. When is an IFR clearance required during VFR weather conditions?
A. When operating in the Class E airspace.
B. When operating in a Class A airspace.
C. When operating in airspace above 14,500 feet.
D. When operating at night.

3. What would be one of the primary concerns of autopilot use in icing
conditions?
A. Over-reliance on the system due to automation
B. Increased workload for the pilot
C. Potential for mechanical failure

4. If RVR equipment is inoperative for an IAP that requires a visibility of 2,400
RVR, how will the visibility be reported?
A. As an RVR of 2,400 feet.
B. As a ground visibility of 1/2 SM.
C. As a slant range visibility of 2,400 feet.
D. As visibility of 2,400 feet in all directions.

5. If you encounter in-flight icing and ATC asks you to report your conditions,
which values are used?
A. Light, moderate, severe, extreme.
B. Few, light, moderate, severe.
C. Trace, light, moderate, severe.
D. Minimal, light, moderate, severe.
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6. What must pilots ensure when clearing the runway after landing?
A. All crew members must remain seated.
B. The aircraft is properly configured for taxiing.
C. The taxying speed does not exceed 15 knots.
D. They acknowledge all clearance instructions from ATC.

7. What is a potential risk associated with the advancement of avionics in
light general aviation airplanes?
A. Complacency
B. Fatigue
C. Resignation

8. What is required for a contact approach to an airport with an approved IAP?
A. The controller must confirm visibility and clouds clearance
B. The controller must ensure visibility is at least 1 mile
C. The pilot must have at least 1 mile visibility and clear of clouds
D. Flying needs to be restricted to below cloud levels

9. If both the ram air input and drain hole of the pitot system are blocked,
what will happen to the indicated airspeed?
A. Increase during a climb
B. Decrease during a climb
C. Remain constant regardless of altitude change
D. Properly indicate until a specific altitude

10. If RVR equipment is inoperative for an IAP requiring 2,400 RVR, how
should visibility be reported?
A. As a slant range visibility of 2,400 feet.
B. As an RVR of 2,400 feet.
C. As a ground visibility of 1/2 SM.
D. As an estimated visibility of 2,000 feet.
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. C
6. D
7. A
8. C
9. C
10. A

Sample study guide, visit https://faa-instrumentrating.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 9

SAMPLE



Explanations

Sample study guide, visit https://faa-instrumentrating.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 10

SAMPLE



1. How many instrument approaches must a pilot complete in the preceding
six months to act as pilot in command under IFR?
A. Four instrument approaches.
B. Six instrument approaches.
C. Three instrument approaches.
D. Five instrument approaches.

To act as pilot in command under IFR, a pilot must have completed six instrument approaches in the preceding
six months. This requirement helps ensure that pilots maintain their proficiency in performing instrument
approaches, which are critical skills for safe operation in IFR conditions. These approaches include any
combination of precision and non-precision approaches, which could involve ILS, VOR, RNAV, or other types of
instrument approaches. Regular practice is necessary to keep skills sharp and to ensure the pilot can
competently execute an approach during actual flight conditions.

2. When is an IFR clearance required during VFR weather conditions?
A. When operating in the Class E airspace.
B. When operating in a Class A airspace.
C. When operating in airspace above 14,500 feet.
D. When operating at night.

An IFR clearance is required when operating in Class A airspace, regardless of weather conditions. Class A
airspace begins at 18,000 feet MSL and extends up to and including 60,000 feet MSL, and it is exclusively for IFR
operations. Pilots operating in this airspace must always adhere to IFR regulations and maintain appropriate
separation from other aircraft, which is critical for safety in the highly congested and complex environments
typically found above 18,000 feet.  Other scenarios, such as operating in Class E airspace, above 14,500 feet, or
at night, do not universally require an IFR clearance under VFR conditions. For example, VFR operations can
occur in Class E airspace without needing an IFR clearance if the weather conditions allow. Similarly, flying at
night or above 14,500 feet can be conducted under VFR as long as the pilot maintains visual reference and
complies with VFR requirements. However, once a pilot enters Class A airspace, IFR clearance is mandatory.

3. What would be one of the primary concerns of autopilot use in icing
conditions?
A. Over-reliance on the system due to automation
B. Increased workload for the pilot
C. Potential for mechanical failure

The primary concern of using an autopilot in icing conditions is over-reliance on the system due to automation.
In such conditions, pilots might feel a false sense of security, assuming that the autopilot can handle the
challenges posed by ice accumulation on the aircraft. However, icing can severely affect an aircraft's
performance, including control surface effectiveness, and can lead to unexpected handling characteristics. When
pilots place too much trust in the autopilot, they may become less vigilant in monitoring the aircraft's
performance and the changing environmental conditions, which can lead to reduced situational awareness and
an inability to take corrective action when necessary.   While mechanical failure of the autopilot system could be
a concern in icing conditions, it’s not specifically tied to the increased risks associated with reduced pilot
oversight during critical phases of flight, such as when ice is accumulating. Similarly, although icing conditions
could potentially lead to a higher workload for pilots, the core issue remains that pilots must maintain a high
level of engagement and decision-making to ensure safety.
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4. If RVR equipment is inoperative for an IAP that requires a visibility of 2,400
RVR, how will the visibility be reported?
A. As an RVR of 2,400 feet.
B. As a ground visibility of 1/2 SM.
C. As a slant range visibility of 2,400 feet.
D. As visibility of 2,400 feet in all directions.

In this scenario, when RVR (Runway Visual Range) equipment is inoperative for an Instrument Approach
Procedure (IAP) that requires a visibility of 2,400 RVR, it is crucial to report the visibility accurately to ensure
safety and compliance with flight operations.  Ground visibility is the standardized reporting method used when
RVR is unavailable. In this case, it would be reported as a visibility of 1/2 statute mile (SM), which is a common
measure indicating the visibility conditions for pilots approaching the airport. This is vital as pilots rely on
visibility information to determine if they can safely conduct the approach and landing as per the regulatory
standards.  The other options do not align with regulatory requirements when RVR equipment is inoperative.
Reporting an RVR of 2,400 feet would be misleading if the measurements cannot be confirmed by RVR
equipment. Slant range visibility refers to the distance at which an object can be identified in a slant direction,
which does not adhere to the standard reporting practices in this scenario. Lastly, stating visibility of 2,400 feet
in all directions is not accurate for conditions where visibility varies significantly and cannot be specifically
verified with RVR data.   Thus, the proper procedure in the absence of RVR

5. If you encounter in-flight icing and ATC asks you to report your conditions,
which values are used?
A. Light, moderate, severe, extreme.
B. Few, light, moderate, severe.
C. Trace, light, moderate, severe.
D. Minimal, light, moderate, severe.

The correct values used to report in-flight icing conditions are trace, light, moderate, and severe. When pilots
encounter icing, it is crucial to accurately classify the severity of the icing to inform air traffic control, which in
turn helps in understanding the potential impact on flight operations.   The categories provide a standardized
way for pilots to communicate their experiences and observations, enabling more effective decision-making
regarding flight safety and potential changes in altitude or route to avoid worsening icing conditions.   "Trace"
indicates icing that is perceptible but not significant enough to cause concern, while "light" suggests that the ice
accumulation is noticeable but not severe. "Moderate" indicates a step up in severity where accumulation can
affect aircraft performance, and "severe" warns of conditions that can pose significant risk, requiring urgent
action to avoid.  The other options use varying terms that do not align with the established terminology
recognized by the aviation community for reporting icing conditions. Therefore, understanding and using the
correct terms is critical for effective communication during an in-flight icing event.
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6. What must pilots ensure when clearing the runway after landing?
A. All crew members must remain seated.
B. The aircraft is properly configured for taxiing.
C. The taxying speed does not exceed 15 knots.
D. They acknowledge all clearance instructions from ATC.

When clearing the runway after landing, it is essential for pilots to acknowledge all clearance instructions from
air traffic control (ATC). This ensures effective communication with ATC, confirming that the pilot understands
and will adhere to the instructions given. Acknowledgment of these instructions is crucial for maintaining safety
on the ground, as it prevents misunderstandings that could lead to runway incursions or other safety hazards.  
Proper communication is a fundamental aspect of aviation operations, particularly in busy airspace and at
airports where coordination with ATC is necessary to ensure the smooth flow of aircraft. By affirming their
clearance, pilots help maintain situational awareness for both themselves and ATC, which is vital for overall
safety during taxiing after landing.

7. What is a potential risk associated with the advancement of avionics in
light general aviation airplanes?
A. Complacency
B. Fatigue
C. Resignation

The advancement of avionics in light general aviation airplanes can lead to complacency among pilots. With
more sophisticated technology, pilots may become overly reliant on automated systems, which can diminish
their situational awareness and decision-making skills. When pilots feel that the aircraft's capabilities can
handle more aspects of flight, they might be tempted to execute tasks with less vigilance, thereby increasing the
risk of missing important information or failing to adequately monitor the flight environment.   In this context,
complacency may manifest as neglecting to actively engage in the operation of the aircraft or not fully
understanding the limitations of the technology being used. It’s essential for pilots to maintain proficiency and
critical thinking skills regardless of the advancements in avionics to ensure safety and effective
decision-making during flights.

8. What is required for a contact approach to an airport with an approved IAP?
A. The controller must confirm visibility and clouds clearance
B. The controller must ensure visibility is at least 1 mile
C. The pilot must have at least 1 mile visibility and clear of clouds
D. Flying needs to be restricted to below cloud levels

For a contact approach to an airport with an approved Instrument Approach Procedure (IAP), the pilot must have
at least 1 mile of visibility and be clear of clouds. This requirement ensures that the pilot can see the runway and
navigate safely during the approach, relying on visual references rather than solely on instruments.   The
minimum visibility requirement of 1 mile allows for a safe descent and a clear path to the airport while ensuring
that the pilot is operating within visual flight rules (VFR) conditions even though they are transitioning from
instrument flight. Being clear of clouds means that the pilot has sufficient visual references to continue the
approach visually, ensuring safety during the final approach and landing phase.   The option involving the
controller confirming visibility and cloud clearance does not focus specifically on the pilot's responsibility, which
is crucial for a contact approach. Similarly, while visibility of at least 1 mile is part of attaining appropriate flight
conditions, it is encompassed in the broader requirement of the pilot having that visibility and also being clear of
clouds. The choice mentioning restrictions to below cloud levels does not specify the visibility requirements that
are critical for a contact approach.
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9. If both the ram air input and drain hole of the pitot system are blocked,
what will happen to the indicated airspeed?
A. Increase during a climb
B. Decrease during a climb
C. Remain constant regardless of altitude change
D. Properly indicate until a specific altitude

When both the ram air input and the drain hole of the pitot system are blocked, the indicated airspeed will remain
constant regardless of altitude changes. This occurs because the airspeed indicator relies on the difference
between the atmospheric pressure (static pressure) and the pressure from the ram air (dynamic pressure) to
determine indicated airspeed.   If the ram air input is blocked, the pressure entering the system becomes
trapped. As the aircraft climbs and the atmospheric pressure decreases outside, the trapped air in the system
retains its pressure. This results in no change in the reading on the airspeed indicator even as the aircraft
climbs. Essentially, the instrument will indicate the same airspeed until a change in pressure causes the trapped
air to affect the measurement, or the aircraft descends and the outside pressure increases, thereby producing an
improper airspeed reading.  The false indication may eventually lead to erroneous assessments of performance
since pilots rely on accurate airspeed readings to make critical decisions. However, while trapped, the indicated
airspeed does not change with altitude.

10. If RVR equipment is inoperative for an IAP requiring 2,400 RVR, how
should visibility be reported?
A. As a slant range visibility of 2,400 feet.
B. As an RVR of 2,400 feet.
C. As a ground visibility of 1/2 SM.
D. As an estimated visibility of 2,000 feet.

When RVR (Runway Visual Range) equipment is inoperative for an IAP (Instrument Approach Procedure) that
requires a minimum RVR of 2,400 feet, the visibility must be reported as slant range visibility. This means that
pilots can use slant range visibility to estimate their ability to visually perceive the runway environment from a
distance, which is crucial for safe navigation during the approach phase.  In this context, slant range visibility
provides the necessary information to determine whether the visibility conditions are adequate for the approach,
despite the absence of functioning RVR equipment. Reporting visibility in terms of slant range ensures that
pilots have a measurable value to gauge their approach, consistent with regulatory guidance and best practices
in aviation.  Other options such as the reported RVR, ground visibility, or estimated visibility might not provide an
accurate representation of the actual conditions affecting the approach, and could lead to either overly cautious
or underestimating the visibility necessary for safe operations.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://faa-instrumentrating.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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