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1. What is the time limit for a contractor to correct a default
as per the CCDC default notice?
A. 3 working days
B. 5 working days
C. 10 working days
D. 20 working days

2. What is a primary concern when using Construction
Managed contracts?
A. No flexibility during the construction phase
B. Potential for conflicts of interest
C. Requires higher administrative costs
D. Limits architect's involvement

3. What rights does the owner have under the CCDC 23 Bid
Clause regarding bid irregularities?
A. To ignore all irregularities
B. To correct all irregularities
C. To waive or allow correction of minor irregularities
D. To accept any bid without exception

4. What percentage range is typically allocated for Schematic
Design fees?
A. 2 - 8%
B. 12 - 18%
C. 25 - 30%
D. 35 - 45%

5. What must be included as part of bid security in a
construction project?
A. A bid form
B. A bid bond
C. A contractor’s license
D. A work schedule
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6. How can architects effectively communicate with clients
about cost concerns?
A. By ignoring budget discussions
B. By providing transparent budget estimates and discussing

alternatives
C. By focusing only on high-end materials
D. By simplifying the project scope drastically

7. What is required to officially accept a bid?
A. An intent letter
B. A formal letter of acceptance
C. A verbal agreement
D. A bid summary report

8. Explain the importance of detailing in architectural design.
A. It adds unnecessary complexity
B. It clarifies construction methods and enhances functionality
C. It focuses only on aesthetics
D. It is irrelevant to construction efficiency

9. Which organization provides the Code of Ethics applicable
to architects in Ontario?
A. Canadian Architectural Certification Board
B. Ontario Association of Architects (OAA)
C. Royal Architectural Institute of Canada
D. National Architectural Accrediting Board

10. Which of the following is an example of a field review item
related to safety?
A. Shop drawings
B. Handling / storage
C. Owner communication
D. Materials procurement
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the time limit for a contractor to correct a default
as per the CCDC default notice?
A. 3 working days
B. 5 working days
C. 10 working days
D. 20 working days

The time limit for a contractor to correct a default as per the CCDC default notice is 5
working days. This timeframe is specified within the CCDC contract documents and
establishes a clear expectation for the contractor to address and remedy any identified
issues that are contrary to the terms of the contract. The 5 working days provides a
balance between allowing sufficient time for the contractor to mobilize resources and
execute the necessary corrections, while also maintaining project timelines and the
owner's interests. This mechanism is in place to ensure that defaults are handled swiftly
to minimize disruptions to the construction project and ensure that all parties remain
accountable for their responsibilities. Understanding this deadline is crucial for both
contractors and project managers to adequately plan for project compliance and
management of contractual obligations.

2. What is a primary concern when using Construction
Managed contracts?
A. No flexibility during the construction phase
B. Potential for conflicts of interest
C. Requires higher administrative costs
D. Limits architect's involvement

When using Construction Managed contracts, a primary concern is indeed the potential
for conflicts of interest. In this model, the construction manager acts on behalf of the
owner while coordinating the construction process and managing subcontractors. This
dual role can create a situation where the construction manager's interests may not
always align with those of the owner or the project goals.   These conflicts can arise
because the construction manager may prioritize relationships with specific
subcontractors, potentially skewing decisions that affect the overall quality or value of
the project. Furthermore, they might be tempted to cut corners or favor lower bids that
don't necessarily meet the project's standards, in turn affecting the overall integrity of
the work.   Awareness of these conflicts is crucial for architects and owners alike, as they
must ensure clear communication and a well-defined scope of responsibilities to mitigate
risks associated with a construction manager's potential biases. In contexts where the
construction manager's loyalties could influence the execution of the project, careful
contract management and oversight are essential to uphold quality and accountability
throughout the building process.
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3. What rights does the owner have under the CCDC 23 Bid
Clause regarding bid irregularities?
A. To ignore all irregularities
B. To correct all irregularities
C. To waive or allow correction of minor irregularities
D. To accept any bid without exception

Under the CCDC 23 Bid Clause, the owner is granted specific rights concerning bid
irregularities. The correct choice highlights that the owner has the authority to waive or
allow the correction of minor irregularities in a bid.   This provision is significant
because it allows flexibility in the bidding process and ensures that potentially good bids
are not disqualified due to minor, non-substantive errors. In practice, this means that if a
bid contains slight discrepancies or omissions that do not fundamentally change the
offer, the owner can choose to overlook these issues or permit the contractor to correct
them. Such a framework promotes fair competition and encourages bidders to participate
without the fear of being disqualified for minor errors.  The other options do not reflect
the nuanced approach that the CCDC 23 takes toward bid irregularities. For instance,
ignoring all irregularities would not uphold the integrity of the bidding process.
Similarly, the ability to correct all irregularities or to accept any bid without exception
could lead to ambiguity or unfair advantages, diminishing the overall fairness and
competitiveness of the bid selection process. Thus, the provision allowing for the waiver
or correction of minor irregularities strikes a balance between maintaining standards
and ensuring fair access to the bidding process.

4. What percentage range is typically allocated for Schematic
Design fees?
A. 2 - 8%
B. 12 - 18%
C. 25 - 30%
D. 35 - 45%

In architectural practice, Schematic Design is a critical phase where the project begins to
take shape. The percentage range generally allocated for fees during this phase typically
falls between 2% to 8% of the total project costs. This is because Schematic Design is an
early stage of the design process, focusing on developing initial concepts and overall
project feasibility rather than detailed design or documentation that occurs in later
stages.  Allocating 12% to 18% for Schematic Design fees is considerably higher than
what is standard and would suggest a comprehensive approach that would typically occur
in later stages, such as Design Development or Construction Documents, where more
detail is required. The focus during Schematic Design is on ideas and solutions rather
than finalized specifics, which is why a lower percentage is more appropriate.  
Understanding the correct percentage for each phase of architectural services helps
ensure that projects are appropriately budgeted and that architects are compensated
accurately for their work at each stage.
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5. What must be included as part of bid security in a
construction project?
A. A bid form
B. A bid bond
C. A contractor’s license
D. A work schedule

Bid security is a critical element in construction project bidding, serving to protect the
project owner against the risk of a bidder not performing its obligations if awarded the
contract. One of the most common forms of bid security is a bid bond. A bid bond is a
type of surety bond that guarantees that the bidder will enter into a contract if awarded
and provide the necessary performance bonds afterward. If the bidder fails to comply, the
bond provides a financial guarantee to the project owner.  Including a bid bond in a bid
submission demonstrates the bidder's commitment and financial stability, ensuring that
they can proceed with the project if selected, and safeguards the owner from potential
losses resulting from the bidder's nonperformance. This is particularly important in
competitive construction environments where multiple bids are submitted, as it
establishes a level of trust and accountability.  While other choices such as a bid form,
contractor’s license, and work schedule are important elements in the overall bidding
and construction process, they do not serve the specific purpose of providing security
against a bidder's potential default. A bid form outlines the details of the bid, a
contractor’s license verifies the legitimacy and qualifications of the contractor, and a
work schedule addresses project timelines, but none offer the financial guarantee
inherent in a bid bond.

6. How can architects effectively communicate with clients
about cost concerns?
A. By ignoring budget discussions
B. By providing transparent budget estimates and discussing

alternatives
C. By focusing only on high-end materials
D. By simplifying the project scope drastically

Providing transparent budget estimates and discussing alternatives is crucial for
effective communication with clients about cost concerns. This approach demonstrates a
clear understanding of the client's financial constraints while promoting trust and
collaboration. By offering detailed budget estimates, architects can set realistic
expectations and ensure clients are aware of how their choices impact overall costs. 
Discussing alternatives allows architects to explore different materials, design options,
or methods that can achieve the client's vision without exceeding their budget. This not
only empowers clients to make informed decisions that suit their financial situation but
also fosters a sense of involvement in the project. By prioritizing transparency and
dialogue around the budget, architects can build a reliable partnership with clients,
ultimately leading to a more successful project outcome.
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7. What is required to officially accept a bid?
A. An intent letter
B. A formal letter of acceptance
C. A verbal agreement
D. A bid summary report

To officially accept a bid, a formal letter of acceptance is required. This document is
essential as it serves several key purposes. It clearly communicates the acceptance of the
contractor's offer to perform the work as outlined in their bid. This formal acceptance
becomes part of the contract documents, solidifying the agreement between the owner
and the contractor. A written confirmation minimizes the risk of misunderstandings or
disputes that could arise from informal agreements.   The formal letter also typically
specifies any conditions or changes that may be part of the acceptance process, ensuring
that both parties have a mutual understanding of the terms. This level of formality is
critical in the construction industry, where clear documentation is fundamental to
project management and legal compliance.   Other options, such as an intent letter, a
verbal agreement, or a bid summary report, do not adequately fulfill the role of making
the bid acceptance official. An intent letter indicates a party’s intention but does not
create a binding agreement. A verbal agreement lacks the necessary documentation,
making it difficult to validate or enforce the terms agreed upon. A bid summary report,
while useful for reviewing bid details, does not serve as a formal acceptance of a bid.

8. Explain the importance of detailing in architectural design.
A. It adds unnecessary complexity
B. It clarifies construction methods and enhances functionality
C. It focuses only on aesthetics
D. It is irrelevant to construction efficiency

Detailing is a critical aspect of architectural design because it plays a significant role in
clarifying construction methods and enhancing functionality. Effective detailing provides
clear instructions and specifications for builders, ensuring that the intended design is
accurately realized. It includes elements such as material specifications, joining
methods, and connections, which all contribute to the structural integrity and
performance of the building.  Furthermore, good detailing enhances the overall
functionality of a space by addressing how different components interact with one
another. For instance, it can influence water drainage, insulation, and thermal
performance. By anticipating how various elements will work together, architects can
create designs that are not only aesthetically pleasing but also practical and durable. 
Detailing also helps in identifying potential construction challenges early in the design
process. By exploring the nuances of construction through well-thought-out details,
architects can provide solutions that improve both efficiency and quality on site,
ultimately leading to a more successful project outcome.   In contrast to the incorrect
options, detailing does not merely add complexity nor does it address aesthetics in
isolation, nor is it irrelevant to construction efficiency; rather, it serves as a vital bridge
between design intentions and practical execution.

11Sample study guide. Visit https://exacsec4.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



9. Which organization provides the Code of Ethics applicable
to architects in Ontario?
A. Canadian Architectural Certification Board
B. Ontario Association of Architects (OAA)
C. Royal Architectural Institute of Canada
D. National Architectural Accrediting Board

The Ontario Association of Architects (OAA) is the organization responsible for providing
the Code of Ethics applicable to architects in Ontario. This Code of Ethics outlines the
standards of professional conduct expected from architects in the province, ensuring that
they maintain a commitment to integrity, competence, and the public interest. The OAA
is the regulatory body that governs the practice of architecture in Ontario, plays a key
role in the licensing of architects, and helps to define the professional responsibilities
and ethical obligations that members must adhere to in their practice.  The other
organizations listed, while important in the field of architecture, have different roles. The
Canadian Architectural Certification Board focuses on the accreditation of architectural
programs and the certification of individuals meeting specific educational standards. The
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada serves as a national association that supports
architects and promotes the profession, but it does not dictate provincial regulations or
codes of ethics. The National Architectural Accrediting Board is primarily involved in the
accreditation of architecture programs in the United States, not in the regulation of
practice or ethics in Canada.

10. Which of the following is an example of a field review item
related to safety?
A. Shop drawings
B. Handling / storage
C. Owner communication
D. Materials procurement

Handling and storage of materials on a construction site is crucial for maintaining safety
standards. This aspect involves ensuring that materials are stored in a way that prevents
accidents, such as falling objects or improper stacking that could lead to collapse. A field
review focusing on handling and storage would assess whether materials are correctly
managed, such as checking that hazardous materials are stored according to regulations,
that heavy items are placed in locations where they won't pose a risk to workers, and that
proper equipment is used to move materials without endangering the safety of site
personnel.  In contrast, shop drawings pertain to the detailed plans and specifications
provided by contractors and fabricators, which focus primarily on design intent rather
than safety assessments. Owner communication is more about the dialogue between the
architect and the client and does not directly affect safety at the construction site. Lastly,
materials procurement involves the sourcing and purchasing of materials, which, while
essential for the project, does not specifically relate to the ongoing review and
monitoring of safety practices on site.
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