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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which term means to take in a liquid, gas or other
substance from the surface or space around?
A. Fertiliser
B. Air conditioner
C. Absorb
D. Device

2. Which term describes organic compounds that become
vapors at typical atmospheric temperatures?
A. Semi-Volatile Organic Compounds
B. Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)
C. Hazardous Air Pollutants
D. Greenhouse Gases

3. A place to live or stay, considered as a basic human need?
A. Shelter
B. Desertification
C. Extinction
D. Endanger

4. Which term describes a device that performs a specific
function in machinery or electronics?
A. Pesticide
B. Absorb
C. Fertiliser
D. Device

5. Which term refers to taking in a substance from the
surroundings, commonly used in biology?
A. Fertiliser
B. Pesticide
C. Absorb
D. Device
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6. Which remediation approach uses living green plants for in
situ removal of contaminants from soils and water?
A. Bioremediation
B. Excavation
C. Phytoremediation
D. Incineration

7. What term denotes the place a particular animal usually
lives or a plant usually grows in?
A. Overpopulated
B. Carbon footprint
C. Natural habitat
D. Sustainable development

8. Which term means a gradual increase in the earth's
temperature caused by greenhouse gases?
A. Natural habitat
B. Global warming
C. Rubbish dump
D. Overfishing

9. Which verb means to put somebody or something in a
situation where they could be harmed or damaged?
A. Raise awareness
B. Desertification
C. Threatened
D. Endanger somebody/something

10. Which term describes a population that is at risk of
disappearing in the near future?
A. Extinction
B. Endangered
C. Light bulb
D. Shelter
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. A
4. D
5. C
6. C
7. C
8. B
9. D
10. B

Sample study guide, visit https://environmentbeemaeva.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 9

SA
M

PLE



Explanations
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1. Which term means to take in a liquid, gas or other
substance from the surface or space around?
A. Fertiliser
B. Air conditioner
C. Absorb
D. Device

Absorption is the process of taking in a liquid, gas, or other substance from the surface
or space around into another material. This is exactly what happens when a sponge sits
in water or when plant roots take up water from soil. The term that fits is absorb. The
other terms refer to different ideas: fertiliser is something added to soil to supply
nutrients; an air conditioner cools air and controls humidity; a device is just a generic
word for equipment.

2. Which term describes organic compounds that become
vapors at typical atmospheric temperatures?
A. Semi-Volatile Organic Compounds
B. Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)
C. Hazardous Air Pollutants
D. Greenhouse Gases

Volatile Organic Compounds are organic compounds that readily evaporate into the air
because they have significant vapor pressure at typical atmospheric temperatures. That
tendency to turn into vapors under ordinary conditions is what makes them "volatile."
This matters for air quality and chemistry: VOCs can participate in photochemical
reactions in the atmosphere, contributing to ozone formation and smog.  Semi-volatile
organic compounds, in contrast, have lower vapor pressure and don’t evaporate as readily
at room temperature; they can volatilize mainly under warmer conditions or from
surfaces, but they aren’t as readily in the air as VOCs.  Hazardous Air Pollutants describe
a regulatory category of pollutants that pose health risks; many are VOCs but the term
isn’t defined by volatility alone and includes non-VOC pollutants too.  Greenhouse Gases
refer to gases that trap heat in the atmosphere and climate change effects, defined by
radiative properties rather than volatility; their classification isn’t about evaporating into
air at ambient temperatures.  So the term that best fits organic compounds that become
vapors at typical atmospheric temperatures is Volatile Organic Compounds.

3. A place to live or stay, considered as a basic human need?
A. Shelter
B. Desertification
C. Extinction
D. Endanger

Access to shelter is a fundamental human need because it provides protection from
weather, safety, privacy, and a stable base for daily life. A place to live or stay directly
fulfills that need by giving people a secure space to rest, store belongings, and recover
from daily pressures.  Desertification describes the process by which fertile land becomes
desert, reducing its ability to support life—it’s about land condition, not a place to live.
Extinction is when a species no longer exists, a biological concept, not a residence.
Endanger is a verb meaning to put something at risk or in danger, not a location or
structure for living.
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4. Which term describes a device that performs a specific
function in machinery or electronics?
A. Pesticide
B. Absorb
C. Fertiliser
D. Device

The main idea here is naming something that carries out a specific function within a
system, especially in machinery or electronics. A device is exactly that: a piece of
equipment designed to perform a particular task or function inside a broader system. In
engineering and tech, every component has a job—sensors detect, actuators move,
switches control, and so on—and all those items are collectively described as devices. 
The other terms don’t fit as a general label for a machine or electronic component. A
pesticide is a chemical used to kill pests, not a component in a device. Fertiliser is a
substance that provides nutrients to plants, again not a part of machinery or electronics.
Absorb is a verb describing the action of taking in, not a noun for a component.  So, the
term that best matches “a thing that performs a function in machinery or electronics” is
device.

5. Which term refers to taking in a substance from the
surroundings, commonly used in biology?
A. Fertiliser
B. Pesticide
C. Absorb
D. Device

Absorb describes the process of taking in a substance from the surroundings. In biology,
absorption is how nutrients, water, or gases cross membranes into an organism or into
cells, such as water and minerals taken up by plant roots or nutrients absorbed in the
small intestine, or oxygen absorbed in the lungs. The other terms refer to items rather
than a process: fertiliser and pesticide are substances used in agriculture, not the act of
taking in, and a device is an object, not a biological uptake process. So absorb is the best
fit for describing the act of uptake from the surroundings.
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6. Which remediation approach uses living green plants for in
situ removal of contaminants from soils and water?
A. Bioremediation
B. Excavation
C. Phytoremediation
D. Incineration

Phytoremediation uses living green plants to remove, stabilize, or transform
contaminants directly in the field. Because it happens in place (in situ), cleanup happens
where the pollution sits without digging up the soil. Plants can take up metals into their
tissues (phytoextraction), break down organic pollutants in the root zone and shoots
(phytodegradation), immobilize contaminants to prevent spread (phytostabilization), or
cleanse water through the plant roots and associated microbes (rhizofiltration). Some
plants can even release certain contaminants into the air (phytovolatilization). This
approach is chosen when contaminants can be effectively addressed by plant-based
processes and when minimizing disturbance and cost is important. Other methods
involve non-plant processes like using microbes without plants, physically removing soil,
or burning the waste, which do not fit the description of using living green plants in situ.

7. What term denotes the place a particular animal usually
lives or a plant usually grows in?
A. Overpopulated
B. Carbon footprint
C. Natural habitat
D. Sustainable development

The main idea is naming the place where an animal normally lives or a plant normally
grows. That place, in ecological terms, is the natural habitat. It refers to the specific
environment that provides the right conditions—food, water, shelter, climate—for the
species to thrive in the wild. This helps explain why the organism is found there and how
it interacts with its surroundings. The other terms describe different concepts: carbon
footprint is about greenhouse gas emissions, overpopulated describes a population size
that’s too large for the environment, and sustainable development is a broad aim of
meeting present needs without harming future generations. So natural habitat is the best
fit because it directly identifies the usual living or growth space in nature.
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8. Which term means a gradual increase in the earth's
temperature caused by greenhouse gases?
A. Natural habitat
B. Global warming
C. Rubbish dump
D. Overfishing

Global warming describes the gradual rise in Earth's average surface temperature caused
by greenhouse gases trapping more heat in the atmosphere. Gases like carbon dioxide,
methane, and nitrous oxide build up from burning fossil fuels, agriculture, and industry,
which enhances the natural greenhouse effect and leads to warming over time. This is
the specific temperature increase people refer to when they talk about warming of the
planet, and it’s a major aspect of the broader changes we call climate change.  Natural
habitat refers to the place where organisms live, not a change in temperature. A rubbish
dump is simply waste disposal, and overfishing describes removing fish from oceans
faster than they can reproduce, affecting ecosystems rather than global temperature.

9. Which verb means to put somebody or something in a
situation where they could be harmed or damaged?
A. Raise awareness
B. Desertification
C. Threatened
D. Endanger somebody/something

The main idea here is finding a verb that means putting someone or something at risk of
harm. Endanger is the verb that directly conveys creating danger for people or things. It
takes a direct object, like endanger wildlife or endanger lives, to express this risk clearly.
The other options don’t fit the sense of causing harm: raise awareness is about informing
people, desertification is a noun describing a process of land degradation, and
threatened is an adjective describing something in danger (not the act of creating that
danger). So endanger is the best choice because it precisely captures the action of
putting someone or something in harm’s way.

10. Which term describes a population that is at risk of
disappearing in the near future?
A. Extinction
B. Endangered
C. Light bulb
D. Shelter

Conservation status descriptions tell us how close a population is to disappearing. An
endangered population is one that faces a very high risk of extinction in the near future;
its numbers are critically low and ongoing threats could wipe it out unless there is
protection or recovery effort. This makes endangered the best fit for a population at risk
of disappearing soon. Extinction would mean there are no individuals left at all, which is
a more final outcome than simply being at high risk. The other options aren’t relevant to
population risk status.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://environmentbeemaeva.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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