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1. What should responders prioritize in a BLEVE scenario?
A. Containment of the blaze
B. Evacuation of nearby civilians
C. Analysis of the chemical composition
D. Visible signage around the area

2. What type of zone is established surrounding a hazardous
spill?
A. A safe zone
B. A buffer zone
C. An isolation zone
D. A quarantine zone

3. What two categories are protective action distances divided
into?
A. Morning and evening
B. Daytime and nighttime
C. Short-term and long-term
D. Urban and rural

4. Why is it essential to have proper PPE during a hazardous
materials response?
A. To make a responder look authoritative
B. PPE is often not necessary
C. To protect responders from potential hazards
D. To meet regulatory requirements

5. What does "police line" signify at a hazardous materials
incident?
A. A designated area for emergency responders
B. A perimeter restricting access for safety reasons
C. A location for media reporting
D. An area for staging resources
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6. What is the primary purpose of the Emergency Response
Guidebook?
A. To provide a historical account of hazardous waste incidents
B. To serve as a resource for first responders managing

hazardous materials incidents
C. To outline the legal implications of hazardous materials
D. To analyze the effectiveness of different chemical agents

7. What does class nine hazards encompass?
A. Flammable liquids
B. Corrosive materials
C. Miscellaneous hazards and materials
D. Toxic gases

8. What is the primary function of compressed gas/tube
tractor-trailers?
A. Transporting solid granules
B. Pressurizing gases, such as air
C. Hauling liquid waste
D. Carrying general freight

9. During a hazardous materials incident, which of the
following should be established first?
A. An evacuation plan
B. A command center for response coordination
C. Community awareness programs
D. A budget for response efforts

10. What is also known as a general service tank car?
A. Pressure tank rail car
B. High-pressure tank car
C. Non-pressure/low pressure tank car
D. Explosive material tank car
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Answers

5Sample study guide. Visit https://emergencyrespoguidebook.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. B
2. C
3. B
4. C
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What should responders prioritize in a BLEVE scenario?
A. Containment of the blaze
B. Evacuation of nearby civilians
C. Analysis of the chemical composition
D. Visible signage around the area

In a Boiling Liquid Expanding Vapor Explosion (BLEVE) scenario, the primary concern is
the safety of individuals in the vicinity. Evacuating nearby civilians takes precedence over
other actions because a BLEVE can lead to significant explosions, fires, and the release of
hazardous materials. Ensuring individuals are moved to a safe distance minimizes the
risk of injury or fatalities caused by the explosion or thermal effects from the fire.  While
containment of the fire, analyzing chemical compositions, and placing signage are
important components of emergency response, they come secondary to the immediate
risk posed to civilians. Prompt evacuation helps establish a safe perimeter, allowing
responders to manage the situation more effectively without endangering lives. This
approach prioritizes human safety, addressing the most critical aspect of any emergency
response in dangerous scenarios like a BLEVE.

2. What type of zone is established surrounding a hazardous
spill?
A. A safe zone
B. A buffer zone
C. An isolation zone
D. A quarantine zone

The correct choice is based on the concept of establishing a protective area around an
incident involving hazardous materials. In the context of emergency response to a
hazardous spill, an isolation zone is specifically designated to keep unauthorized
personnel and the general public away from the contaminated area. This zone is crucial
for ensuring the safety of both responders and civilians by preventing exposure to
potentially harmful substances.  The isolation zone is established to contain the
hazardous spill and mitigate risks associated with the materials involved. By isolating the
area, first responders can work effectively to manage the situation without interference
and minimize the chance of further contamination or exposure.  Other choices, while
they cite different types of zones that may serve various purposes in emergency
management or public health, do not specifically pertain to the immediate safety
concerns surrounding a hazardous material spill. For example, a safe zone might be an
area designated for recovery or shelter, a buffer zone could imply a neutral space but
lacks the strict control of entry that an isolation zone has, and a quarantine zone
generally refers to an area where potentially infected individuals or materials are isolated
but is not specifically designed for hazardous spills.
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3. What two categories are protective action distances divided
into?
A. Morning and evening
B. Daytime and nighttime
C. Short-term and long-term
D. Urban and rural

The correct answer is that protective action distances are divided into daytime and
nighttime categories. This distinction is essential for emergency responses as the
effectiveness of certain protective actions can vary based on the time of day. Daytime may
present different visibility and behavioral aspects compared to nighttime, when darkness
can influence both the dissemination of hazardous materials and the response options
available to individuals in an incident scenario.  Daytime conditions might see higher
levels of outdoor activity and visibility, which can affect how people respond to
evacuations or sheltering in place. Conversely, the nighttime might pose challenges such
as reduced visibility and altered population behaviors, necessitating a tailored approach
to response strategies. This categorization aids responders in effectively planning
protective actions to ensure public safety under varying circumstances, ultimately
leading to more efficient and safer outcomes during hazardous situations.   The other
options do not reflect the critical variables that influence protective action distances in
emergency situations, making them less relevant in this context.

4. Why is it essential to have proper PPE during a hazardous
materials response?
A. To make a responder look authoritative
B. PPE is often not necessary
C. To protect responders from potential hazards
D. To meet regulatory requirements

Having proper personal protective equipment (PPE) during a hazardous materials
response is crucial primarily to protect responders from potential hazards. Hazardous
materials can pose significant risks, including chemical exposure, respiratory issues,
thermal injuries, and physical hazards such as sharp objects or falling debris. PPE serves
as the first line of defense, providing vital protection against these dangers, allowing
responders to safely perform their duties without experiencing immediate harm.  While
regulatory requirements play a role in ensuring that responders are equipped
appropriately, the primary focus of PPE is to ensure the safety and health of those
dealing with hazardous environments. Using the correct PPE helps mitigate the risk of
injury or illness from exposure to contaminants, ensuring that responders can carry out
their operations effectively and return home safely after the incident.
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5. What does "police line" signify at a hazardous materials
incident?
A. A designated area for emergency responders
B. A perimeter restricting access for safety reasons
C. A location for media reporting
D. An area for staging resources

The designation of a "police line" at a hazardous materials incident clearly indicates a
perimeter established to restrict access for safety reasons. This line is critical for
ensuring the safety of personnel, including emergency responders, as well as the general
public. Hazardous materials incidents can pose serious health risks due to toxic
substances, fire, or explosion threats, making it essential to control who enters or exits
the area. By maintaining a secure perimeter, law enforcement can manage the situation
effectively and prevent unauthorized access that could lead to further injuries or
complications.  The other options do not accurately reflect the purpose of a police line.
While emergency responders may have designated areas to work within the incident site,
the police line itself is not a specific area for them, nor is it a staging area for resources.
Similarly, it does not serve as a location for media reporting, as media should also be
kept at a safe distance to avoid hazards while still being able to report on the situation.
Thus, the correct interpretation of a police line is its function as a safety perimeter.

6. What is the primary purpose of the Emergency Response
Guidebook?
A. To provide a historical account of hazardous waste incidents
B. To serve as a resource for first responders managing

hazardous materials incidents
C. To outline the legal implications of hazardous materials
D. To analyze the effectiveness of different chemical agents

The primary purpose of the Emergency Response Guidebook is to serve as a resource for
first responders managing hazardous materials incidents. This guide is designed to assist
emergency personnel in identifying the dangers associated with hazardous materials,
taking initial response actions, and communicating with other responders. It provides
critical information quickly and efficiently, ensuring that responders have the necessary
guidance to manage emergencies effectively and protect both themselves and the public. 
The guide focuses on immediate response strategies, emergency contact information,
and procedures for various hazardous substances. It is an essential tool during the initial
phase of an incident, helping to facilitate a coordinated and safe response. The other
options, while relevant in their own contexts, do not capture the primary role of the
Emergency Response Guidebook, which is to aid first responders in real-time emergency
situations.
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7. What does class nine hazards encompass?
A. Flammable liquids
B. Corrosive materials
C. Miscellaneous hazards and materials
D. Toxic gases

Class nine hazards encompass miscellaneous hazards and materials that do not fit neatly
into the other eight hazard classes defined by the Department of Transportation (DOT).
These materials may possess unique or diverse risks that can pose a threat during
transport or storage but do not fall under the specific categories of flammable, corrosive,
or toxic substances.   Examples of class nine materials include environmentally
hazardous substances, such as certain diesel fuels or specific types of waste, which may
require careful handling due to their potential impact on the environment, even if they
do not emit flammable vapors or exhibit explosive properties. This classification is
important because it helps responders identify and manage a broader array of potential
hazards that could arise in emergency scenarios involving diverse materials, ensuring all
relevant safety measures are taken regardless of the material's specific characteristics.

8. What is the primary function of compressed gas/tube
tractor-trailers?
A. Transporting solid granules
B. Pressurizing gases, such as air
C. Hauling liquid waste
D. Carrying general freight

The primary function of compressed gas/tube tractor-trailers is to pressurize gases, such
as air. These specialized trailers are designed to safely transport gases that are
compressed and can be under high pressure. They have specific features, such as
reinforced containers and safety mechanisms, to manage the risks associated with
transporting pressurized gases. This function is crucial in various industries, including
manufacturing and healthcare, where these gases may be necessary for processes or
equipment.  The other choices do not accurately reflect the primary role of these trailers.
Transporting solid granules, hauling liquid waste, or carrying general freight involves
different types of trailers designed for those specific cargo types. Each type of trailer has
unique characteristics tailored to safely handle the materials they transport, and
compressed gas trailers are distinctly built for handling highly pressurized gas, making
option B the correct answer.
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9. During a hazardous materials incident, which of the
following should be established first?
A. An evacuation plan
B. A command center for response coordination
C. Community awareness programs
D. A budget for response efforts

Establishing a command center for response coordination during a hazardous materials
incident is crucial because it serves as the central hub for managing the incident
effectively. The command center allows for organized communication among various
responding agencies and ensures that response efforts are well-coordinated, reducing
confusion and improving the overall efficiency of the response operation.   A command
center streamlines decision-making processes and enables the incident commander to
allocate resources effectively while maintaining situational awareness. It facilitates the
gathering and distribution of critical information regarding the hazardous material
involved, the impact on the surrounding area, and the status of containment or
mitigation efforts.   In contrast, while an evacuation plan is important, it needs to be
developed based on information and strategy that emerges from the command center.
Community awareness programs and budgeting are significant for long-term risk
management but are not immediate priorities during a hazardous materials incident. The
primary focus at the onset of such incidents is effective coordination to ensure the safety
of responders and the public.

10. What is also known as a general service tank car?
A. Pressure tank rail car
B. High-pressure tank car
C. Non-pressure/low pressure tank car
D. Explosive material tank car

A general service tank car is commonly referred to as a non-pressure or low-pressure
tank car. This type of tank car is designed to transport various liquids that do not require
high-pressure containment and can typically accommodate a wider range of hazardous
and non-hazardous materials. The design and specifications of non-pressure/low-pressure
tank cars make them suitable for substances that may vaporize or expand if subjected to
high pressures.  In contrast, pressure tank rail cars and high-pressure tank cars are
specifically engineered to handle and store materials that require high-pressure
conditions, which is not applicable to general service tanks. Moreover, explosive material
tank cars are built to transport explosive substances and have specialized safety features
tailored to handle such risks, distinguishing them from general service tank cars. Thus,
the designation of a general service tank car aligns with non-pressure/low-pressure tank
cars due to their versatility and application in transporting a wide array of liquid
substances without the need for high pressure.
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