
Earth Science – Earth’s
Waters Practice Test
(Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://earthscienceearthswaters.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://earthscienceearthswaters.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 15...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://earthscienceearthswaters.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which phrase lists three common types of wetlands?
A. Marshes, swamps, and wetlands
B. Marshes, swamps, and ponds
C. Rivers, marshes, and wetlands
D. Ponds, lakes, and wetlands

2. Oceans are divided into what general units?
A. Zones
B. Layers
C. Regions
D. Compartments

3. Upwellings bring nutrients from deep layers to the surface,
supporting marine life. Which statement best describes their
effect?
A. They decrease productivity
B. They increase productivity
C. They have no effect
D. They increase salinity

4. Surface currents __________ the air above it, influencing the
climate of the land near the coast.
A. Warm or cool
B. Heats
C. Cools
D. Stirs

5. What causes deep currents?
A. Differences in density of ocean water
B. Wind patterns
C. Temperature variations
D. Tides
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6. What type of well experiences rising water due to pressure
within a confined aquifer?
A. Artesian Well
B. Natural Spring
C. Pumping Well
D. Dug Well

7. Another large system of ocean currents that affect weather
and climate is known as what?
A. Gulf Stream
B. El Niño
C. Great Ocean Conveyor Belt
D. Pacific Gyre

8. Which term is used for the number of wave cycles per unit
time?
A. Frequency
B. Wavelength
C. Amplitude
D. Tide

9. In which zone are plants that photosynthesize not found
due to lack of light?
A. Surface zone
B. Deep zone
C. Middle zone
D. Epipelagic zone

10. Water droplets in clouds become heavy and fall back to
Earth as?
A. Precipitation
B. Condensation
C. Evaporation
D. Transpiration
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Answers
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1. A
2. A
3. B
4. A
5. A
6. A
7. C
8. A
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Which phrase lists three common types of wetlands?
A. Marshes, swamps, and wetlands
B. Marshes, swamps, and ponds
C. Rivers, marshes, and wetlands
D. Ponds, lakes, and wetlands

Wetlands are landscapes saturated with water long enough to influence soils and plants.
Marshes and swamps are two well-known wetland types, and the phrase that includes
both of these plus the word wetlands itself mirrors how people often refer to these areas
as a group. Other options mix in bodies of water like ponds, lakes, or rivers, which are
not wetland types. So this choice best matches the common terms used to describe
wetlands as a category and its typical subtypes.

2. Oceans are divided into what general units?
A. Zones
B. Layers
C. Regions
D. Compartments

Oceans are divided into broad zones to describe areas with shared characteristics, such
as depth, light availability, and distance from shore. This approach lets scientists talk
about how conditions change from near the coast to open water and from the surface to
the deep. The term zones covers both horizontal regions (coastal, neritic, and oceanic)
and vertical ones (photic, disphotic, and aphotic) under a single, flexible framework,
making it the most useful general unit for describing marine environments. Layers focus
more on physical strata, regions is a broader, less precise term, and compartments
implies separate, closed sections, which isn’t how ocean divisions are usually described.

3. Upwellings bring nutrients from deep layers to the surface,
supporting marine life. Which statement best describes their
effect?
A. They decrease productivity
B. They increase productivity
C. They have no effect
D. They increase salinity

Upwelling brings nutrient-rich deep water into the sunlit surface layer, where
phytoplankton can use those nutrients to grow. When nutrients are available,
phytoplankton blooms occur, supporting more zooplankton and then more fish and other
marine life. This increase at the base of the food web leads to higher overall productivity
in the area. So, describing an increase in productivity matches what actually happens
when upwelling brings nutrients upward. It’s not about a lack of effect, a decrease, or
salinity as the main outcome—the key impact is the boost to biological productivity due
to the added nutrients.
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4. Surface currents __________ the air above it, influencing the
climate of the land near the coast.
A. Warm or cool
B. Heats
C. Cools
D. Stirs

Surface currents move heat with the ocean. When warm water flows toward higher
latitudes, the air right above it is warmed; when cold water flows, the air above it is
cooled. That heating or cooling of the air alters the temperature, humidity, and weather
patterns of nearby land along the coast. So the best choice is “warm or cool” because the
currents can make the air above them warmer or cooler, shaping coastal climates. The
other options don’t fit: “heats” or “cools” would be wrong grammatically for plural
currents, and “stirs” doesn’t describe the temperature effect on the air.

5. What causes deep currents?
A. Differences in density of ocean water
B. Wind patterns
C. Temperature variations
D. Tides

Deep currents form because seawater density varies throughout the ocean. Cold water
and water with higher salinity are denser, so in polar regions dense surface water sinks
and begins to flow along the bottom. This sinking water creates a slow, global conveyor
belt that moves large amounts of water through the deep ocean. As the deep water
travels, it eventually upwells elsewhere, continuing the cycle and transporting heat and
nutrients at depth. Wind mainly drives surface currents, and tides influence coastal and
some shallow regions, but the deep, density-driven flow is set by differences in density
caused by temperature and salinity.

6. What type of well experiences rising water due to pressure
within a confined aquifer?
A. Artesian Well
B. Natural Spring
C. Pumping Well
D. Dug Well

Rising water due to pressure within a confined aquifer is characteristic of an artesian
well. In a confined aquifer, groundwater is trapped between impermeable layers, creating
a hydraulic pressure that is higher than the surrounding land surface. When a well taps
into this pressurized water, the internal pressure pushes the water up the well bore. If
the pressure is strong enough, the water can rise above the surface, sometimes flowing
out without any pumping. This differs from a natural spring, where groundwater simply
reaches the surface due to local conditions rather than being forced upward by pressure
in a confined aquifer. Pumps and dug wells involve other mechanisms or shallower
aquifers, so they don’t explain the water rising solely from confined-aquifer pressure.
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7. Another large system of ocean currents that affect weather
and climate is known as what?
A. Gulf Stream
B. El Niño
C. Great Ocean Conveyor Belt
D. Pacific Gyre

The big idea here is the global thermohaline circulation, often called the Great Ocean
Conveyor Belt. This is the continuous loop of surface and deep currents worldwide that is
driven by differences in water density caused by temperature and salinity. Warm, lighter
water moves toward higher latitudes near the surface, where it cools, becomes denser,
sinks, and travels as deep currents to other regions, eventually rising again and
completing the loop. This massive system links all the oceans and moves heat around the
planet, helping to regulate climate and weather patterns.  Why this best fits: it describes
a global, long-lasting circulation that influences climate on a broad scale by
redistributing heat and affecting nutrient and carbon exchange. The other options are
important current patterns or events, but they are narrower in scope: the Gulf Stream is
a major surface current within part of the system; El Niño is a tropical Pacific climate
pattern that shifts surface temperatures and weather but is not a planet‑scale
circulation; a Pacific Gyre is a large surface current system specific to the Pacific. The
Great Ocean Conveyor Belt captures the idea of the global, density-driven circulation that
underpins long-term climate behavior.

8. Which term is used for the number of wave cycles per unit
time?
A. Frequency
B. Wavelength
C. Amplitude
D. Tide

Frequency is the term for the number of wave cycles that pass a fixed point in a given
amount of time. It describes how often the wave repeats and is measured in cycles per
second, or hertz (Hz). For example, if eight crests pass a point each second, the
frequency is 8 Hz. The period, the time for one cycle, is the reciprocal of frequency (T =
1/f). Wavelength is the distance between successive crests, amplitude is the wave’s
height, and tide refers to the daily rise and fall of sea level due to gravitational
forces—none of these describe cycles per time.
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9. In which zone are plants that photosynthesize not found
due to lack of light?
A. Surface zone
B. Deep zone
C. Middle zone
D. Epipelagic zone

Light enables photosynthesis, so plants that photosynthesize only appear where sunlight
reaches. The illuminated surface and epipelagic zones support photosynthetic organisms
like algae. In the deep zone, there is no sunlight at all, so photosynthesis cannot occur
and photosynthesizing plants are not found there. The twilight or middle zone has very
little light, but the deep zone is completely dark, making it the area where
photosynthetic plants cannot exist.

10. Water droplets in clouds become heavy and fall back to
Earth as?
A. Precipitation
B. Condensation
C. Evaporation
D. Transpiration

Precipitation happens when the water droplets in clouds grow too big to be supported by
the updrafts in the air, and gravity pulls them down to Earth. In clouds, droplets form
when water vapor condenses into liquid, or when ice crystals grow in cold conditions. As
they collide and merge (in warm clouds) or as ice crystals grow (in cold clouds), they
become heavy enough to fall. Precipitation includes rain, snow, sleet, and hail, depending
on the atmospheric conditions they encounter on the way down. Condensation is how the
droplets form in the first place, evaporation is liquid turning into vapor, and
transpiration is the plant release of water vapor—none of those describe the falling
process.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://earthscienceearthswaters.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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