
Digital Archives Specialist
(DAS) Certificate Practice
Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://digitalarchivesspecialist.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://digitalarchivesspecialist.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://digitalarchivesspecialist.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What is the primary role of a digital archivist?
A. To design digital interfaces for user interaction
B. To oversee the acquisition, preservation, and dissemination

of digital collections
C. To create marketing strategies for digital content
D. To implement social media outreach

2. What is the primary function of MARC in archival science?
A. To maintain physical archives
B. To encode bibliographic information and metadata
C. To standardize digital file formats
D. To enhance user experience in digital libraries

3. Which of the following is a primary purpose of the National
Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA)?
A. To establish guidelines for physical preservation
B. To assess digital preservation in various functional areas
C. To define standards for digital publication
D. To provide funding for digital projects

4. What are “controlled vocabularies” used for in metadata?
A. To improve aesthetic appeal
B. To standardize terms for better searchability
C. To enhance storage capacity
D. To simplify user access

5. Which of the following is NOT a factor considered for Fair
Use?
A. The market effect of the use
B. The quantity of the work used
C. The profit motive behind the use
D. The nature of the protected work
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6. What does the acronym LOCKS refer to in digital
preservation?
A. Lots of copies keep stuff safe
B. Long-term archival collections keeping systems
C. Latest organizational concepts for knowledge systems
D. Library of online content and knowledge systems

7. Which ethical consideration is crucial when archiving
digital materials?
A. Optimizing data for analytics
B. Respecting copyright and intellectual property rights of the

digital content creators
C. Minimizing the size of digital files
D. Developing brand visibility

8. What is the primary goal of the DROID tool?
A. To recover lost files
B. To identify file formats automatically
C. To convert formats
D. To compress files

9. What does XML stand for in the context of digital
archiving?
A. eXtensible Multimedia Language
B. eXecutable Markup Language
C. Extensible Markup Language
D. Extensible Metadata Language

10. Why is interoperability significant in digital archiving?
A. It allows for seamless integration and access across various

systems and platforms
B. It restricts data sharing among different institutions
C. It promotes the use of only one software solution
D. It decreases the efficiency of data retrieval
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. A
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What is the primary role of a digital archivist?
A. To design digital interfaces for user interaction
B. To oversee the acquisition, preservation, and dissemination

of digital collections
C. To create marketing strategies for digital content
D. To implement social media outreach

The primary role of a digital archivist is to oversee the acquisition, preservation, and
dissemination of digital collections. This responsibility encompasses a variety of tasks
that ensure digital assets are properly managed throughout their lifecycle. Digital
archivists work to acquire digital materials from various sources, ensuring that these
resources are preserved for future use. Preservation involves not only maintaining the
integrity and accessibility of digital files but also monitoring for any potential risks of
loss or degradation over time.   Additionally, dissemination refers to the strategies
employed to make these collections available to users, whether through online platforms,
databases, or other means. By facilitating access to digital archives, digital archivists
play a crucial part in the information ecosystem, enabling researchers, scholars, and the
public to benefit from preserved digital materials.   While the other options involve
important functions within digital environments, they do not encapsulate the core
responsibilities of a digital archivist, which center around the management and
stewardship of digital collections.

2. What is the primary function of MARC in archival science?
A. To maintain physical archives
B. To encode bibliographic information and metadata
C. To standardize digital file formats
D. To enhance user experience in digital libraries

The primary function of MARC (Machine-Readable Cataloging) in archival science is to
encode bibliographic information and metadata. MARC is a standard format used to
represent various aspects of library and archival materials in a machine-readable format,
which facilitates efficient cataloging, sharing, and retrieval of information about
resources. This encoding allows for metadata to be processed and understood by digital
systems, making it easier for libraries and archives to manage collections and provide
access to their materials.  Using MARC, archivists can describe the physical and
intellectual characteristics of collections, including authorship, titles, subjects, and
publication details, thus creating structured records that can be easily searched and
retrieved. The standardization that MARC offers ensures consistency across institutions,
enhancing collaboration and resource sharing among libraries and archives.  In contrast,
maintaining physical archives typically involves physical preservation and storage
practices, which is not the focus of MARC. Standardizing digital file formats pertains to
technical specifications for digital content rather than the encoding of bibliographic
data. Enhancing user experience in digital libraries involves user interface design and
accessibility features, which, while important, are separate from the primary purpose of
MARC in cataloging.
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3. Which of the following is a primary purpose of the National
Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA)?
A. To establish guidelines for physical preservation
B. To assess digital preservation in various functional areas
C. To define standards for digital publication
D. To provide funding for digital projects

The National Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA) is primarily focused on promoting the
preservation of digital content, which includes assessing the current state of digital
preservation efforts across various organizations and disciplines. One of the key
functions of the NDSA is to evaluate and identify best practices and strategies for
effective digital stewardship. This assessment helps to ensure that digital resources are
preserved for future access, usability, and longevity.   By focusing on various functional
areas, such as storage, access, and management, the NDSA provides a framework for
organizations to improve and contribute to the overall digital preservation landscape.
This aligns closely with the goal of enhancing capabilities within institutions so that they
can adequately manage their digital assets.   Other options may refer to important
aspects of digital archiving and stewardship, but they do not represent the central
mission of the NDSA. For example, establishing guidelines for physical preservation
pertains more to tangible items, while defining standards for digital publication relates
to ensuring the quality and consistency of published content. Providing funding for
digital projects focuses on financial support rather than strategic assessment or
stewardship practices, which are central to the NDSA's mission.

4. What are “controlled vocabularies” used for in metadata?
A. To improve aesthetic appeal
B. To standardize terms for better searchability
C. To enhance storage capacity
D. To simplify user access

Controlled vocabularies are utilized in metadata to standardize terms, thereby enhancing
searchability. By employing a set of predefined terms and phrases, controlled
vocabularies ensure that everyone uses the same language when describing content. This
uniformity helps in improving the accuracy and effectiveness of search functions, as
users are more likely to retrieve relevant results when the metadata applies consistent
terminology.  In contexts like digital archives, when different contributors use varied
terms for the same concept, it can lead to confusion and inefficient searching. A
controlled vocabulary mitigates this issue by providing a consistent framework that
directs users toward the expected terminology, facilitating more reliable information
retrieval.   The aesthetic appeal, storage capacity, and user access options are more
focused on design and functionality aspects of digital systems, rather than playing a
significant role in the effectiveness of metadata. Thus, the use of controlled vocabularies
is primarily about enhancing the searchability of archived materials.
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5. Which of the following is NOT a factor considered for Fair
Use?
A. The market effect of the use
B. The quantity of the work used
C. The profit motive behind the use
D. The nature of the protected work

The consideration of Fair Use is a nuanced assessment that takes into account several
factors to evaluate whether specific uses of copyrighted material can be deemed
permissible without the authorization of the copyright owner. Among the four factors
designated by the law—namely, the purpose and character of the use, the nature of the
copyrighted work, the amount and substantiality of the portion used, and the effect of the
use on the market for or value of the original work—the profit motive behind the use is
not explicitly one of those factors.  Instead, Fair Use is primarily concerned with whether
the use serves a transformative purpose, such as criticism, comment, news reporting,
teaching, scholarship, or research, irrespective of a commercial motive. While the market
effect of the use is a genuine factor considered in determining Fair Use (as it assesses
whether the new use could negatively impact the market for the original work), the
nature of the protected work helps to establish how creative or factual the original work
is, and the quantity of the work used serves to gauge the extent to which the original
material is appropriated.  The emphasis on whether the use is for commercial benefit
versus nonprofit educational purposes does not factor directly into the Fair Use analysis,
which allows for nonprofit uses to be considered Fair Use under certain conditions

6. What does the acronym LOCKS refer to in digital
preservation?
A. Lots of copies keep stuff safe
B. Long-term archival collections keeping systems
C. Latest organizational concepts for knowledge systems
D. Library of online content and knowledge systems

The acronym LOCKS stands for "Lots of Copies Keep Stuff Safe," which highlights a
fundamental principle in digital preservation. This idea underscores the importance of
maintaining multiple copies of digital materials in different locations or on various
platforms to mitigate the risk of data loss. In the realm of digital archives, having
numerous backups can protect against scenarios such as hardware failure, software
corruption, or even natural disasters. By ensuring that there are "lots of copies,"
archivists can achieve a higher level of security and reliability for digital assets, making
it a cornerstone concept in the field of digital preservation.   The other choices do not
accurately capture the widely recognized concept of LOCKS in digital preservation.
Alternative acronyms or phrases mentioned might relate to different aspects of archival
strategies or organizational practices but do not reflect the specific emphasis on
redundancy and safety embedded in the original acronym.
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7. Which ethical consideration is crucial when archiving
digital materials?
A. Optimizing data for analytics
B. Respecting copyright and intellectual property rights of the

digital content creators
C. Minimizing the size of digital files
D. Developing brand visibility

Respecting copyright and intellectual property rights of the digital content creators is a
crucial ethical consideration in the archiving of digital materials. This importance stems
from the fundamental principles of ownership and the rights that creators hold over their
work. When archiving, it is essential to ensure that the rights of those who produced the
content are upheld. This includes obtaining necessary permissions for preservation and
accessibility, thereby safeguarding the creators' intellectual property and fostering an
environment of trust and cooperation.  Additionally, adhering to copyright laws helps
maintain the integrity of the archival process and prevents legal disputes that may arise
from unauthorized use. It encourages responsible stewardship of digital content by
emphasizing the need to acknowledge and give credit to the original creators. This
practice not only protects the rights of individuals and organizations but also contributes
to a culture of respect for creative works within the digital landscape.  Other aspects,
such as optimizing data for analytics, minimizing the size of digital files, and developing
brand visibility, while important in their own contexts, do not address the ethical
dimensions that underpin the relationship between content creators and those archiving
their materials. They may enhance functionality or marketing strategies but do not
represent the core ethical duties of an archivist in relation to ownership and respect for
creators' rights.

8. What is the primary goal of the DROID tool?
A. To recover lost files
B. To identify file formats automatically
C. To convert formats
D. To compress files

The primary goal of the DROID tool is to identify file formats automatically. DROID,
which stands for Digital Record Object Identification, is designed to help organizations
recognize the file types of digital objects, which is essential for proper digital
preservation and management. By using a combination of file signatures and metadata,
DROID analyzes files and provides information about their format and characteristics. 
Understanding file formats is crucial because it helps archivists and digital
preservationists determine how to handle, preserve, and ensure access to digital
materials over time. This automatic identification plays a significant role in digital
curation by facilitating the assessment of file integrity and assisting in the development
of preservation strategies appropriate for specific file types.   The other options do not
align with the primary function of DROID, as it is not focused on file recovery, format
conversion, or compression. These tasks may be performed by other tools specifically
designed for those purposes, but identifying file formats remains the central aim of
DROID.
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9. What does XML stand for in the context of digital
archiving?
A. eXtensible Multimedia Language
B. eXecutable Markup Language
C. Extensible Markup Language
D. Extensible Metadata Language

In the context of digital archiving, XML stands for "Extensible Markup Language." This is
a widely-used markup language that facilitates the storage and transport of data in a
structured format. XML allows users to define their own custom tags, enabling a flexible
way to represent information across various systems and applications. This extensibility
is fundamental in digital archiving, as it allows for the creation of tailored data
structures that can accommodate unique archival needs and facilitate data sharing.  The
importance of XML in digital preservation lies in its ability to support various metadata
standards and facilitate interoperability between different digital systems. By using XML,
archivists can ensure that important metadata about digital objects is maintained and
preserved, which is crucial for long-term access and usability. As digital archives evolve,
the role of XML in providing a framework for organizing and managing data remains
essential, making it a cornerstone technology in the field of digital archiving.

10. Why is interoperability significant in digital archiving?
A. It allows for seamless integration and access across various

systems and platforms
B. It restricts data sharing among different institutions
C. It promotes the use of only one software solution
D. It decreases the efficiency of data retrieval

Interoperability is essential in digital archiving because it enables seamless integration
and access across various systems and platforms. This capability is critical for archiving
because digital objects and metadata often exist in diverse formats and systems. When
different systems can work together effectively, users can retrieve and interact with
information across different archives without needing extensive conversions or
adaptations.   This facilitates collaboration among institutions, enhances resource
sharing, and improves the overall accessibility of digital content. By allowing data to be
exchanged and understood across various software, it strengthens the preservation and
use of digital materials, ensuring that they remain available and relevant over time.   The
emphasis on interoperability also highlights the importance of standardized protocols
and formats in the field of digital archiving, enabling more efficient workflows and better
user experiences.
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