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1. What is a key component of self-concept in relation to
criminal behavior?
A. Public perception and judgment
B. Socetal norms and expectations
C. Individual self-perception and identity
D. Criminal history and background

2. What element is required to establish intent in a criminal
act?
A. Emotional state
B. Will to commit a crime
C. Legal justification
D. Social approval

3. Which race experiences the highest victimization rates
within their own community?
A. Blacks
B. Whites
C. Hispanics
D. Asians

4. How is a misdemeanor generally defined?
A. As a crime subject to a long prison sentence
B. As a civil dispute between individuals
C. As a less serious offense punishable by a short jail sentence
D. As a crime that yields no legal consequences

5. According to Freud, where do mental conflicts primarily
arise from?
A. Learned behaviors from peers
B. Desires that are repressed into the unconscious
C. Biological predispositions
D. Coping mechanisms developed in adulthood
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6. Which of the following crimes falls under the category of
property crimes?
A. Robbery
B. Burglary
C. Homicide
D. Assault

7. Which belief is central to the Positivist School regarding
punishment?
A. Punishment should always involve a death penalty
B. Legal definitions are essential for justice
C. Offenders should be treated based on their circumstances
D. Punishments should be public and harsh

8. At what age range is there typically a high amount of
criminal activity?
A. 30-35
B. 15-25
C. 40-50
D. 10-15

9. What do normalization effects in crime refer to?
A. The normalization of crime in society
B. The acceptance of criminal acts in specific social

circumstances
C. The decrease of crime rates in certain areas
D. The process of educating criminals

10. What is a key characteristic of lower-class culture noted
in criminology?
A. High educational attainment
B. Encouragement of innovative solutions
C. Acceptance of stealing as a norm
D. Commitment to social justice
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. A
4. C
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. C

6Sample study guide. Visit https://criminology.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Explanations
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1. What is a key component of self-concept in relation to
criminal behavior?
A. Public perception and judgment
B. Socetal norms and expectations
C. Individual self-perception and identity
D. Criminal history and background

Individual self-perception and identity serve as a fundamental component of self-concept
in relation to criminal behavior. This concept emphasizes how individuals view
themselves, their beliefs about their own abilities, and how they identify in various social
contexts. A person's self-concept influences their actions; for instance, if someone sees
themselves as a law-abiding citizen, they are less likely to engage in criminal behavior.
Conversely, if an individual identifies with a subculture or group that normalizes or
glorifies criminal activities, this can lead to increased criminal behavior. Essentially,
self-identity shapes motivations, justifications for actions, and the likelihood of engaging
in or avoiding criminal acts. Understanding one's self-perception is crucial in
criminology as it can inform intervention strategies, rehabilitation, and the reduction of
recidivism by fostering a positive identity transformation.

2. What element is required to establish intent in a criminal
act?
A. Emotional state
B. Will to commit a crime
C. Legal justification
D. Social approval

To establish intent in a criminal act, the element of "will to commit a crime" is crucial.
Intent refers to the mental state of the individual at the time of committing a crime,
specifically their determination or desire to bring about a certain result, typically one
that is prohibited by law.   This concept is often divided into two categories: specific
intent and general intent. Specific intent requires that an individual not only intended to
commit the act but also intended to cause a particular result, whereas general intent
requires merely that the person committed the act without the need for a specific goal. In
both cases, the underlying factor is the defendant's will or conscious decision to engage
in the behavior deemed criminal.  Understanding this requirement for intent is essential
because it differentiates between accidental actions and those where someone acted with
purpose. This element is central to legal determinations of culpability; without the will to
commit a crime, a defendant may not be held fully responsible for their actions under
criminal law.
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3. Which race experiences the highest victimization rates
within their own community?
A. Blacks
B. Whites
C. Hispanics
D. Asians

Victimization rates can be influenced by a variety of social, economic, and contextual
factors. Research has consistently shown that within their own communities, Black
individuals experience victimization rates that are disproportionately high compared to
other racial and ethnic groups. This phenomenon can be attributed to several factors,
including higher poverty rates, social disorganization, and systemic issues such as
limited access to resources and opportunities.   The higher rates of violence, property
crime, and other forms of victimization within certain neighborhoods where Black
populations are concentrated can also be a reflection of broader societal issues,
including urban poverty and the historical legacy of disenfranchisement and segregation.
Studies indicate that individuals in economically disadvantaged areas are more likely to
be victims of crime due to factors like increased exposure to criminal elements and
reduced community cohesion.  Other racial and ethnic groups may also experience
victimization but not to the same extent within their own communities when considering
the statistical evidence. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for developing targeted
approaches to crime prevention and community support, which can help reduce
victimization rates across all groups.

4. How is a misdemeanor generally defined?
A. As a crime subject to a long prison sentence
B. As a civil dispute between individuals
C. As a less serious offense punishable by a short jail sentence
D. As a crime that yields no legal consequences

A misdemeanor is generally defined as a less serious offense that is punishable by a short
jail sentence, typically less than one year, and/or fines. This definition differentiates
misdemeanors from felonies, which are more serious crimes that usually carry longer
prison sentences and more severe legal consequences. Misdemeanors often include
offenses like petty theft, simple assault, or vandalism, which are considered less harmful
to society than felonies.   In this context, it is important to recognize that the other
options do not accurately define a misdemeanor. A long prison sentence typically
describes a felony rather than a misdemeanor. Civil disputes pertain to issues such as
lawsuits between individuals rather than criminal charges. Finally, stating that a
misdemeanor yields no legal consequences is misleading because even misdemeanors
can have significant repercussions, including incarceration, fines, or a criminal record.
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5. According to Freud, where do mental conflicts primarily
arise from?
A. Learned behaviors from peers
B. Desires that are repressed into the unconscious
C. Biological predispositions
D. Coping mechanisms developed in adulthood

Freud's theory posits that mental conflicts primarily stem from desires that are repressed
into the unconscious mind. He believed that individuals possess basic instincts and
desires, particularly of a sexual and aggressive nature, which, if unacceptable to the
individual or society, are pushed out of conscious awareness into the unconscious. This
repression can lead to internal conflict, anxiety, and various psychological symptoms, as
the repressed desires seek expression but are not accessible to the conscious mind.  
Freud emphasized that these unresolved conflicts form the basis of neuroses,
manifesting through dreams, slips of the tongue, and various psychological issues. Thus,
he viewed understanding these repressed desires and bringing them to consciousness as
critical for psychotherapy and resolving mental conflicts.   In contrast, while learned
behaviors from peers, biological predispositions, and coping mechanisms are aspects that
can influence behavior and mental health, they do not capture the central role of
repression in Freud's model of the psyche and conflict resolution. This focus on
repression highlights the origins of mental conflicts as fundamentally rooted in the
unconscious, underlining the importance of exploring these aspects in the therapeutic
process.

6. Which of the following crimes falls under the category of
property crimes?
A. Robbery
B. Burglary
C. Homicide
D. Assault

Property crimes are defined as offenses that involve the theft, destruction, or
unauthorized use of someone else's property. Burglary specifically refers to the unlawful
entry into a building or structure with the intent to commit a crime inside, typically theft.
This distinguishes it from other crimes, as it doesn't necessarily require the perpetrator
to be in direct confrontation with a person or to use force against them.  Robbery, while
also related to theft, is classified differently because it involves taking property from a
person using force or intimidation. Homicide pertains to the unlawful killing of another
person, thus falling under violent crimes instead of property crimes. Assault is similarly a
violent crime, involving either the threat or actual infliction of physical harm on another
individual.  These distinctions highlight why burglary fits within the definition of
property crimes, as it revolves around the unlawful intrusion into a property with the
intent to commit a crime, primarily theft, without necessarily involving violence against a
person.

10Sample study guide. Visit https://criminology.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



7. Which belief is central to the Positivist School regarding
punishment?
A. Punishment should always involve a death penalty
B. Legal definitions are essential for justice
C. Offenders should be treated based on their circumstances
D. Punishments should be public and harsh

The central belief of the Positivist School in criminology is that offenders should be
treated based on their circumstances. This approach emphasizes the importance of
understanding the various social, psychological, and biological factors that contribute to
criminal behavior. Instead of viewing offenders as purely rational actors who choose to
commit crimes, the Positivist School asserts that individual circumstances—such as
mental health issues, socioeconomic background, and environmental influences—play a
significant role in shaping behavior.   This perspective advocates for rehabilitation and
individualized treatment rather than a one-size-fits-all approach to punishment,
reflecting a shift from a retributive mindset to one aimed at addressing the root causes
of criminal behavior. This belief underscores the importance of tailored interventions
that consider the unique context of each offender's situation in order to promote better
outcomes for both the individual and society.

8. At what age range is there typically a high amount of
criminal activity?
A. 30-35
B. 15-25
C. 40-50
D. 10-15

The age range of 15-25 is statistically associated with a higher amount of criminal
activity for several reasons rooted in social, psychological, and environmental factors.
During these years, individuals are often experiencing significant life transitions, such as
moving from adolescence to adulthood. This period is characterized by increased
independence, exploration, and, at times, risk-taking behavior, which can lead to
criminal involvement.  Moreover, many young people are still developing their
decision-making skills and may be more susceptible to peer pressure and influence,
which can contribute to engagement in delinquent behavior. This age group is also
associated with higher levels of unemployment or underemployment, which can lead to
economic hardship and motivate some individuals to engage in criminal activities as a
means of financial support.  Additionally, research in criminology consistently shows that
the peak age for various types of crime, particularly violent and property crimes, tends to
fall within this age demographic. These factors create a confluence that results in higher
crime rates among those in the 15-25 age bracket compared to other age groups.
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9. What do normalization effects in crime refer to?
A. The normalization of crime in society
B. The acceptance of criminal acts in specific social

circumstances
C. The decrease of crime rates in certain areas
D. The process of educating criminals

Normalization effects in crime describe the phenomenon where certain criminal
behaviors become accepted within specific social contexts or groups. This acceptance can
occur due to various factors, such as cultural attitudes, social pressures, or collective
experiences that frame these behaviors as typical or understandable in certain situations.
For example, in communities experiencing high levels of economic distress or social
unrest, behaviors that might otherwise be considered criminal can be rationalized as
necessary means of survival. When crime is perceived as common or normalized within a
particular environment, individuals may be more likely to engage in or overlook these
activities, further perpetuating a cycle of acceptance.  In contrast to the other options,
which suggest different interpretations of crime and its effects, the understanding of
normalization highlights the social and contextual frameworks that influence perceptions
and behaviors surrounding criminality. The normalization of crime can challenge law
enforcement efforts and social norms, as what is deemed acceptable behavior can vary
significantly across different communities or circumstances.

10. What is a key characteristic of lower-class culture noted
in criminology?
A. High educational attainment
B. Encouragement of innovative solutions
C. Acceptance of stealing as a norm
D. Commitment to social justice

A key characteristic of lower-class culture noted in criminology is the acceptance of
stealing as a norm. This viewpoint is rooted in the socio-economic conditions that often
characterize lower-class environments, where individuals may feel marginalized or
disadvantaged due to lack of opportunities, poverty, and systemic inequality. As a result,
some individuals in these contexts might adopt behaviors such as theft or other forms of
economic crime as a means of survival or economic necessity. In criminological theories,
this behavior is often linked to subcultures that form in response to cultural norms and
values that diverge from mainstream society.  This acceptance can also be understood
through the lens of social norms that develop within certain communities. If stealing is
normalized or justified within a group due to prevailing circumstances, individuals may
be more likely to engage in such behaviors without experiencing the same level of stigma
as in a different social context. Thus, this characteristic highlights the impact of societal
structures and local cultural influences on behavior, particularly in relation to crime.
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