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1. Which of the following best describes a mock IED?
A. An actual explosive device used for training
B. A simulated device intended for teaching purposes
C. A device used solely for target practice
D. A hypothetical scenario discussed in theory

2. Why are vehicle borne IEDs commonly used?
A. Increased cost, limited mobility, lower capacity
B. Increased mobility, easy concealment, higher capacity
C. Using outdated technology, fewer resources, easy traceability
D. Limited application, easy disposal, low impact

3. Is it true that Tier 3 CIED capabilities are only responsible
for the disposal of aerial bombs, missiles, and rockets?
A. True
B. False
C. Unsure
D. Only during wartime

4. What type of threat do vehicle borne IEDs primarily
represent?
A. Landmines
B. Static threats
C. Dynamic threats
D. Cyber threats

5. What activation modes can be used for a vehicle-borne
IED?
A. Remote control
B. Time
C. Victim operated
D. All of the above
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6. In which order should a building be searched?
A. Restricted areas, external areas, public accessible areas, less

accessible areas
B. Public accessible areas, external areas, less accessible areas,

restricted areas
C. Internal areas, public areas, restricted areas, external areas
D. Any order deemed necessary

7. How can improvised explosive devices be visually
disguised?
A. By painting them bright colors
B. By integrating them into everyday objects or concealing them

in natural terrain
C. By using advanced camouflage technology
D. By making them appear as common trash

8. What is the consequence of not having a solid targeting
strategy?
A. Increased financial support for security
B. Randomized protection efforts, leading to vulnerabilities
C. Better outcome in combat readiness
D. Improved relations with civilian populations

9. What is the standoff distance for a car bomb?
A. 300m
B. 400m
C. 500m
D. 600m

10. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of a transit
hide/cache?
A. Can be located easily
B. Located within minutes of a contact point
C. Well-camouflaged in the environment
D. Accessible and known to personnel
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. C
5. D
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Which of the following best describes a mock IED?
A. An actual explosive device used for training
B. A simulated device intended for teaching purposes
C. A device used solely for target practice
D. A hypothetical scenario discussed in theory

A mock IED is specifically designed as a simulated device intended for teaching purposes.
These devices are utilized in training scenarios to help personnel recognize the
components and characteristics of real improvised explosive devices without the
associated dangers of using actual explosives. The primary goal is to provide a safe
environment where trainees can develop their skills in identifying threats, understanding
device functionality, and enhancing their situational awareness. This hands-on approach
allows for a more effective learning experience, as individuals can practice responses to
potential threats.  Other options do not accurately reflect the purpose of a mock IED. For
example, using an actual explosive device would pose significant safety risks, while target
practice implies a context unrelated to the educational nature of a mock IED. Similarly,
discussing theoretical hypothetical scenarios does not provide the practical, experiential
learning that a mock IED offers, which is crucial for preparing personnel to detect and
respond to real-world situations.

2. Why are vehicle borne IEDs commonly used?
A. Increased cost, limited mobility, lower capacity
B. Increased mobility, easy concealment, higher capacity
C. Using outdated technology, fewer resources, easy traceability
D. Limited application, easy disposal, low impact

Vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices (VBIEDs) are commonly used primarily due to
their increased mobility, easy concealment, and higher capacity. Vehicles, by their
nature, are capable of covering larger distances, allowing perpetrators to approach
targets more effectively. This mobility makes it difficult for security forces to anticipate
or intercept the deployment of an IED.  The use of vehicles also offers significant
advantages in terms of concealment. Explosives can be hidden within the vehicle
structure or cargo, making it challenging for observers to detect them. This ability to
shield the device from view until detonation enhances the element of surprise.  Moreover,
vehicles can carry substantial amounts of explosives, which contributes to a higher
capacity for destruction. A VBIED can be packed with a large payload, resulting in
potentially catastrophic effects upon detonation. This combination of attributes makes
VBIEDs a favored choice for those intending to cause harm or instill fear.  The other
options do not accurately capture the key advantages that make VBIEDs appealing for
malicious use, focusing instead on limitations or inaccuracies that do not reflect the
realities of their design and utility in a hostile context.
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3. Is it true that Tier 3 CIED capabilities are only responsible
for the disposal of aerial bombs, missiles, and rockets?
A. True
B. False
C. Unsure
D. Only during wartime

Tier 3 CIED capabilities encompass a broader range of responsibilities than just the
disposal of aerial bombs, missiles, and rockets. While they do include these activities,
their primary function is also to handle the management of a wider array of explosive
devices and threats, especially those that pose risks in urban environments or civilian
areas. This tier often involves advanced techniques for rendering safe all types of
explosives, including improvised explosive devices (IEDs), which are the main focus of
CIED efforts. Thus, it is accurate to state that Tier 3 does not limit itself only to aerial
munitions, making the assertion that it is solely responsible for their disposal incorrect.

4. What type of threat do vehicle borne IEDs primarily
represent?
A. Landmines
B. Static threats
C. Dynamic threats
D. Cyber threats

Vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices (VBIEDs) primarily represent dynamic threats
because they can be actively moving and can strike unexpectedly at various targets,
making them highly unpredictable and immediately dangerous. These devices can be
employed in a manner that enables the perpetrators to choose when and where to
detonate, creating a sense of urgency and difficulty in response for security forces.  The
nature of a dynamic threat is characterized by its involvement in real-time, fast-paced
situations where decision-making must happen quickly, and preventative measures are
challenging to implement. VBIEDs are often used in terrorist attacks in crowded areas or
against specific targets, making them a significant concern for public safety and security
agencies.  Static threats, such as landmines, typically remain in one place and are
triggered by an external force, while cyber threats involve attacks that occur in the
digital realm rather than through physical devices like vehicles. Thus, the classification
of VBIEDs as dynamic threats emphasizes the mobility, unpredictability, and immediate
danger they pose.
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5. What activation modes can be used for a vehicle-borne
IED?
A. Remote control
B. Time
C. Victim operated
D. All of the above

The correct answer encompasses all the activation modes available for a vehicle-borne
improvised explosive device (VBIED). Using remote control allows the individual to
detonate the device from a distance, which enhances safety for the attacker while
providing flexibility in timing and execution. The time mode involves a pre-set timer that
initiates the explosion after a designated period, allowing the attacker to position the
vehicle and leave the area before detonation. Victim-operated activation requires a
person to interact with the device directly, often unknowingly, triggering the explosion
when they approach or make contact with it.  Each activation mode has strategic
advantages that can be exploited in various operational contexts, making it crucial to
recognize the broad spectrum of potential detonations a VBIED might employ. This
versatility in activation techniques contributes to the complexity and unpredictability of
threats posed by VBIEDs.

6. In which order should a building be searched?
A. Restricted areas, external areas, public accessible areas, less

accessible areas
B. Public accessible areas, external areas, less accessible areas,

restricted areas
C. Internal areas, public areas, restricted areas, external areas
D. Any order deemed necessary

The correct order for searching a building prioritizes safety and efficiency, particularly in
the context of counter-improvised explosive device (CIED) operations. Starting with
public accessible areas allows search teams to examine areas that are most likely to have
routine public activity, while also minimizing potential risk to civilians.   External areas
should be checked next, as they can provide crucial insights into potential threats that
may be positioned outside the main structure. Following with less accessible areas allows
search teams to tackle spaces that may not be frequented, yet could still harbor hidden
dangers. Lastly, restricted areas are searched, as these are often sensitive locations that
may require specific protocol or permission to access, thus fitting them at the end of the
search sequence.  By following this order, search teams can effectively manage risk and
ensure the safety of any bystanders while systematically assessing potential threats.
Understanding the reasoning behind the second answer reinforces proper protocol in
CIED responses, highlighting the importance of logical methodical approaches in
security operations.
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7. How can improvised explosive devices be visually
disguised?
A. By painting them bright colors
B. By integrating them into everyday objects or concealing them

in natural terrain
C. By using advanced camouflage technology
D. By making them appear as common trash

Integrating improvised explosive devices (IEDs) into everyday objects or concealing them
in natural terrain is a highly effective method of visual disguise because it takes
advantage of their surroundings to blend in and avoid detection. When IEDs are placed
within objects that are commonly found in everyday life — such as household items, toys,
or tools — they can go unnoticed by individuals who might be aware of potential threats.
Similarly, concealing them in natural terrain, such as under bushes or rocks, utilizes the
environment to mask the device's presence, making it harder to spot. This approach plays
on the element of surprise and is often employed by those intending to use IEDs as a
means of evasion and deception.  While using bright colors might draw attention rather
than disguise the device, advanced camouflage technology, although sophisticated, may
not always be practical for IEDs, especially in low-tech scenarios. Making devices appear
as common trash can sometimes work for disguise, but it can also lead to increased
suspicion, as discarded items are often scrutinized in certain contexts. Thus, the method
of blending IEDs into everyday objects or natural environments is particularly
advantageous in achieving visual disguise effectively.

8. What is the consequence of not having a solid targeting
strategy?
A. Increased financial support for security
B. Randomized protection efforts, leading to vulnerabilities
C. Better outcome in combat readiness
D. Improved relations with civilian populations

A solid targeting strategy is essential in counter-improvised explosive device (CIED)
operations because it ensures that actions are focused on identified threats, reducing the
risk of collateral damage and maximizing resource efficiency. When a strategy is weak or
nonexistent, protection efforts can become randomized, allowing for gaps in security that
adversaries might exploit. In this scenario, the lack of a structured approach leads to
vulnerabilities within the defensive posture, potentially resulting in greater risk to
personnel and installations.  The other options suggest outcomes that would be less
likely to occur due to the absence of a targeted strategy. Increased financial support for
security may be needed due to unforeseen threats, but without targeting, it wouldn't
necessarily be effective. Combat readiness would likely decline rather than improve, as
random efforts are unlikely to enhance overall preparedness. Improved relations with
civilian populations would also be jeopardized without a solid strategy, as haphazard
actions could result in unintended harm or disrupt community trust.
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9. What is the standoff distance for a car bomb?
A. 300m
B. 400m
C. 500m
D. 600m

The standoff distance for a car bomb is crucial for safety during potential explosive
threats. A distance of 400 meters is generally recommended for safety in most contexts,
as this space allows for the protection of personnel from the force of the blast, flying
debris, and potential secondary explosions. This distance takes into account the typical
yield of car bombs, which can vary significantly but are often powerful enough to cause
substantial damage and injuries over considerable areas.   At this standoff, personnel and
equipment can be kept out of harm's way while still being in a position to monitor the
situation and respond appropriately. Proper understanding of standoff distances is
critical for first responders and security personnel, as it helps ensure their safety while
enabling them to carry out their duties effectively.

10. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of a transit
hide/cache?
A. Can be located easily
B. Located within minutes of a contact point
C. Well-camouflaged in the environment
D. Accessible and known to personnel

A transit hide/cache is designed to store items temporarily during movement and is
typically characterized by specific traits that support secrecy and security. The
characteristic of being located within minutes of a contact point is indicative of a poorly
chosen hide or cache location. Effective transit hides and caches are strategically placed
to maximize concealment and minimize the risk of detection; thus, they are not intended
to be easily accessible or to have an obvious proximity to contact points.  In contrast,
being well-camouflaged in the environment is fundamental for a transit hide/cache to
ensure it blends seamlessly with surroundings, effectively reducing the risk of discovery
by adversaries. Additionally, the accessibility and knowledge of the cache to personnel
usually pertains to operational security principles; while it needs to be known to some
individuals, it should not be readily accessible for the sake of maintaining its secrecy and
protecting its contents.  The ability to be located easily also contradicts the purpose of a
transit hide/cache, as it should be hidden rather than prominent. Therefore, the correct
answer highlights a crucial principle of operational security and effective concealment
strategies employed in counter-IED operations.
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