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1. What happens if the emergency air line breaks or gets
pulled while driving?
A. The tractor will stall
B. The emergency trailer brakes will engage
C. The service brakes will engage
D. The trailer will detach

2. What does the "no zone" refer to?
A. The area around the vehicle where drivers can see clearly
B. The blind spots around the vehicle where the driver cannot

see
C. The zone for parking regulations
D. The area required for safe following distance

3. What action should you take if the trailer begins to
fishtail?
A. Increase speed to pull it back into line
B. Slam on the brakes to stop
C. Slow down and steer in the direction of the skid
D. Turn the steering wheel sharply

4. What should be done if you experience braking issues while
driving a combination vehicle?
A. Continue driving to the nearest repair shop
B. Stop the vehicle immediately and inspect the brakes
C. Use engine braking to compensate
D. Reduce speed and hope the brakes will improve

5. If transporting hazardous materials, what additional
requirement must you satisfy?
A. You need a specialized trailer
B. You must have a Hazardous Materials endorsement on your

CDL
C. You must notify all passengers
D. You need to drive at a lower speed limit
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6. What is the potential outcome of not securing the crank
handle after raising the iron trailer supports?
A. The supports may fall off during transit
B. The trailer may become unstable
C. The crank handle may become inaccessible
D. The vehicle will not start

7. What is the proper way to back up a combination vehicle?
A. Back up without checking surroundings
B. Always use a spotter when possible and check surroundings

frequently
C. Back up only when necessary
D. Use the rearview camera only

8. What is the consequence of failing to adjust the brakes?
A. Increased fuel consumption
B. Brakes may fail
C. Higher vehicle speed
D. Improved handling

9. What does it indicate if the fifth wheel locking lever is not
locked after the jaws close around the kingpin?
A. The coupling is secure and ready
B. The coupling is not proper and needs adjustment
C. The kingpin is damaged
D. No action is required

10. What happens if a driver crosses the air lines when hiking
up to an old trailer without spring brakes?
A. The driver will be unable to start the vehicle
B. The trailer brakes will function normally
C. The driver can drive away but will lack trailer brakes
D. The vehicle will automatically apply the brakes
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. A
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What happens if the emergency air line breaks or gets
pulled while driving?
A. The tractor will stall
B. The emergency trailer brakes will engage
C. The service brakes will engage
D. The trailer will detach

If the emergency air line breaks or gets pulled while driving, the emergency trailer
brakes will engage. In a tractor-trailer combination, the emergency air line is responsible
for delivering air pressure to the trailer’s emergency brakes. This system is designed to
activate automatically if there's a loss of air pressure, which could occur due to a line
break or disconnection. When this happens, the trailer's brakes will immediately engage
to prevent it from rolling away or to slow it down. This safeguard helps maintain control
of the vehicle and enhances safety by ensuring that the trailer does not become a hazard
on the road.   Engaging the emergency brakes is a crucial feature in ensuring that any
loss of air in the system does not lead to a more severe situation, such as detachment of
the trailer or loss of control of the combined vehicle. This is a vital safety mechanism in
preventing accidents and maintaining stability while on the road.

2. What does the "no zone" refer to?
A. The area around the vehicle where drivers can see clearly
B. The blind spots around the vehicle where the driver cannot

see
C. The zone for parking regulations
D. The area required for safe following distance

The term "no zone" refers specifically to the blind spots around a vehicle where the
driver has limited or no visibility. Understanding this concept is crucial for safe driving,
particularly when operating combination vehicles or larger trucks. These blind spots can
make it challenging for drivers to see vehicles that are adjacent to them, especially to the
sides and rear.  When you are driving near larger vehicles, it's vital to recognize these no
zones to avoid being in an area where the driver of that vehicle cannot see you. Being
aware of these blind spots helps enhance safety on the road, as it encourages drivers to
maintain a safe distance from larger vehicles and to be more cautious when merging or
passing.
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3. What action should you take if the trailer begins to
fishtail?
A. Increase speed to pull it back into line
B. Slam on the brakes to stop
C. Slow down and steer in the direction of the skid
D. Turn the steering wheel sharply

When a trailer begins to fishtail, it indicates that it's experiencing a loss of stability,
which can lead to a potentially dangerous situation. The correct action is to slow down
and steer in the direction of the skid. This method allows the driver to regain control of
both the vehicle and the trailer.  Slowing down reduces the speed of the vehicle and
trailer, making it easier to regain stability. Steering into the skid allows the driver to
realign the front wheels of the tractor with the path of the trailer. By doing so, you can
counteract the fishtailing motion, helping to straighten out the vehicle combination. This
technique is crucial because it helps maintain control and avoids exacerbating the
fishtail situation.  Attempting to increase speed in an effort to pull the trailer back into
line can lead to further instability and is likely to worsen the fishtailing effect. Similarly,
slamming on the brakes can cause the vehicle to skid or lose control entirely, while
turning the steering wheel sharply could lead to a jackknife scenario. Thus, the
recommended approach of slowing down and steering into the skid effectively addresses
the situation by promoting control and stability.

4. What should be done if you experience braking issues while
driving a combination vehicle?
A. Continue driving to the nearest repair shop
B. Stop the vehicle immediately and inspect the brakes
C. Use engine braking to compensate
D. Reduce speed and hope the brakes will improve

If you experience braking issues while driving a combination vehicle, stopping the vehicle
immediately and inspecting the brakes is the safest and most prudent action. This
approach prioritizes safety for you, your passengers, and other road users. When braking
issues arise, it is crucial to determine the source of the problem before proceeding
further. Continuing to drive could result in a complete brake failure, leading to
dangerous situations such as collisions or loss of control. By stopping and performing an
inspection, you can assess whether any immediate repairs are necessary or whether the
vehicle is safe to continue driving.  It's also important to be aware that relying on engine
braking to compensate for brake issues can be ineffective. Similarly, reducing speed
while hoping the brakes will improve does not address the underlying issue and could
lead to loss of control, especially if the situation worsens. Seeking a professional
assessment of the brakes is the best way to ensure safety on the road.
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5. If transporting hazardous materials, what additional
requirement must you satisfy?
A. You need a specialized trailer
B. You must have a Hazardous Materials endorsement on your

CDL
C. You must notify all passengers
D. You need to drive at a lower speed limit

To transport hazardous materials legally, a driver must hold a Hazardous Materials
endorsement on their Commercial Driver's License (CDL). This endorsement is crucial as
it signifies that the driver has received specialized training in handling hazardous
materials, understands the associated risks, and is familiar with the regulations
governing the transportation of such materials. It ensures that the driver is prepared to
act appropriately in the event of an emergency involving hazardous materials, including
knowing how to respond to spills and other incidents.  The endorsement also helps
regulatory agencies verify that the driver is qualified to carry these materials safely,
which is essential for public safety. Without this endorsement, a driver would be violating
federal regulations, which could lead to severe penalties for both the driver and the
transporting company.

6. What is the potential outcome of not securing the crank
handle after raising the iron trailer supports?
A. The supports may fall off during transit
B. The trailer may become unstable
C. The crank handle may become inaccessible
D. The vehicle will not start

If the crank handle is not secured after raising the iron trailer supports, the supports
could potentially fall off during transit. This is a crucial safety concern because
unsecured supports can lead to structural instability. If the supports collapse, it may
cause the trailer to detach or become unbalanced while in motion, posing serious risks
not only to the vehicle and its cargo but also to other road users. Properly securing the
crank handle ensures that the supports remain in place, contributing to the overall safety
and stability of the combination vehicle during travel.
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7. What is the proper way to back up a combination vehicle?
A. Back up without checking surroundings
B. Always use a spotter when possible and check surroundings

frequently
C. Back up only when necessary
D. Use the rearview camera only

Using a spotter when backing up a combination vehicle is a critical safety practice. The
combination of a tractor and trailer creates significant blind spots, making it challenging
for the driver to see obstacles or other vehicles. A spotter can provide guidance and
improve visibility, ensuring a safer maneuver.  Checking the surroundings frequently is
also essential because situational awareness plays a key role in preventing accidents.
Even if a spotter is present, the driver should be vigilant about what is happening around
them. This dual approach of utilizing a spotter and being aware of the surroundings can
help prevent collisions or other dangerous situations while backing up.  In contrast to
this practice, backing up without checking surroundings can lead to accidents, as the
driver would be unaware of any potential hazards. Backing up only when necessary, while
a prudent consideration, does not directly address the safest backing techniques. Relying
solely on a rearview camera, while a helpful tool, cannot replace the need for a physical
spotter and situational awareness. Therefore, the option emphasizing both the use of a
spotter and regular checks of the surroundings represents the safest and most
conscientious approach to backing up a combination vehicle.

8. What is the consequence of failing to adjust the brakes?
A. Increased fuel consumption
B. Brakes may fail
C. Higher vehicle speed
D. Improved handling

Failing to adjust the brakes properly can lead to brake failure, which is a critical safety
issue. Brakes require regular maintenance and adjustment to ensure they function
effectively. If brakes are too loose or not appropriately aligned, they may not engage
properly when needed, which can result in a complete loss of braking ability. This poses a
significant risk to the driver, passengers, and others on the road, as it can lead to
accidents and collisions due to the inability to stop the vehicle in a timely manner. The
need for regular brake adjustments is vital to maintain both vehicle safety and
operational reliability.
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9. What does it indicate if the fifth wheel locking lever is not
locked after the jaws close around the kingpin?
A. The coupling is secure and ready
B. The coupling is not proper and needs adjustment
C. The kingpin is damaged
D. No action is required

When the fifth wheel locking lever is not locked after the jaws have closed around the
kingpin, this signifies that the coupling has not been secured properly. The locking lever
is a critical component in ensuring that the connection between the tractor and trailer is
safe and secure. If the lever does not lock, it indicates that the jaws have not fully
engaged with the kingpin, which can lead to a dangerous situation while driving.
Therefore, adjustment or re-coupling is necessary to ensure that the connection is
properly established before operation. The inability of the locking lever to engage could
stem from several issues, such as an improperly positioned trailer, dirt or damage in the
fifth wheel area, or a malfunction within the fifth wheel mechanism itself. Addressing
this condition is crucial to prevent accidents related to trailer detachment during transit.

10. What happens if a driver crosses the air lines when hiking
up to an old trailer without spring brakes?
A. The driver will be unable to start the vehicle
B. The trailer brakes will function normally
C. The driver can drive away but will lack trailer brakes
D. The vehicle will automatically apply the brakes

When a driver crosses the air lines while hiking up to an old trailer that does not have
spring brakes, the result is that the trailer will not have active brakes. The braking
system relies on the air from the tractor to maintain proper functionality of the trailer
brakes. If the air lines are crossed, it disrupts the supply of air in the proper sequence
needed for the brakes to engage.   In this scenario, the driver may still be able to drive
the vehicle, but the trailer’s brakes will not function as intended. This creates a
significant safety hazard, as the driver will be operating the vehicle without the ability to
effectively stop or control the trailer. It is crucial for drivers to ensure that air lines are
correctly connected to prevent such situations and maintain proper braking control over
both the tractor and the trailer.
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