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Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. Before concreting, workers should check the elevation of the subbase by:
A. measuring down from a straightedge spanning between the side forms
B. using a string line
C. using a laser level
D. measuring from the top of the forms

2. Which of the following is commonly used to hand spread concrete in slabs?
A. Short Handled, Square-Ended Shovels
B. Long-Handed, Flat Trowels
C. Drills
D. Hammers

3. True or False: Bull floating must be done after all of the bleed water has
evaporated from the surface.

A. True

B. False

C. Not Specified
D. Sometimes

4. Removing bleed water by dragging a heavy rubber hose across the slab, or
with a squeegee should be done only when water, not Is removed.

A. Paste
B. Cement
C. Sludge
D. Air

5. Slow setting increases the window of finishability. Which statement is
correct?

A. True

B. False

C. Only under certain conditions
D. No impact
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6. F(I) numbers indicate levelness or tilt.
A. True
B. False
C. Only Roughness
D. Only Surface Texture

7. Keyed construction joints are not recommended for slabs subject to heavy
wheel traffic or for slabs less than how many inches thick?

A. 4
B.6
C.8
D.10

8. Delays in discharging concrete trucks can result in the concrete being hard
to pump, place, and finish.

A. Pump only
B. Place only
C. Finish only
D. Pump, place, and finish

9. True or False: When edging, start at the corner of the slab and apply
maximum pressure to ensure that corners will not chip or spall.

A. True

B. False

C. Not stated

D. Depends on slab size

10. A floor with Ff 40 and Fl 40 is considered:
A. Flat and Level
B. Flat but Not Level
C. Not Flat but Level
D. Neither Flat Nor Level
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Explanations




1. Before concreting, workers should check the elevation of the subbase by:

A. measuring down from a straightedge spanning between the side forms

B. using a string line
C. using a laser level
D. measuring from the top of the forms

Setting the subbase elevation relative to the formwork is essential to ensure the finished slab thickness matches
the design. Using a straightedge that spans between the side forms provides a fixed reference plane that
represents the intended top surface of the slab. By measuring from that straightedge down to the subbase at
several points, you verify whether the subbase sits at the correct height. If the measured distance isn't within
tolerance, you adjust the subbase and recheck before pouring. This method is practical on site because it gives
a direct, repeatable measurement tied to the actual finished surface. A string line helps with alignment but
doesn't give a reliable elevation check. A laser level can work, but requires setup and calibration. Measuring from
the top of the forms is less reliable since form heights can vary.

2. Which of the following is commonly used to hand spread concrete in slabs?
A. Short Handled, Square-Ended Shovels
B. Long-Handed, Flat Trowels
C. Drills
D. Hammers

Hand spreading relies on a tool that provides control and a way to distribute concrete evenly across the forms.
Short-handled, square-ended shovels are ideal because the short handle keeps you close to the material, giving
precise control for pushing and pulling the mix and for working along the edges. The square-ended blade is great
for striking off excess and leveling at corners and along the forms, which helps create a uniform slab thickness
from edge to edge. This setup is purpose-built for moving bulk concrete into place, unlike long-handed trowels
(meant for finishing), drills (for mixing or drilling), or hammers (for breaking or driving), which aren’t used to
spread concrete.

3. True or False: Bull floating must be done after all of the bleed water has
evaporated from the surface.

A. True

B. False

C. Not Specified
D. Sometimes

Timing is key for bull floating. The goal is to smooth and consolidate the surface while beginning to embed the
aggregate and close small surface voids. Do this when the surface has started to stiffen and the bleed water is
receding but hasn't completely disappeared. A little bleed water on the surface can actually help by lubricating
the float and carrying away fines, which aids in forming a uniform, laitance-free surface. Waiting until all bleed
water has evaporated makes the surface drier and harder to work, often leading to a rougher finish or surface
dusting. So, bull floating after all bleed water has evaporated is not required and is not the best practice.
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4. Removing bleed water by dragging a heavy rubber hose across the slab, or
with a squeegee should be done only when water, not is removed.

A. Paste
B. Cement
C. Sludge
D. Air

Bleed water on a freshly placed slab sits on top of a thin layer of cement paste that has risen with the water. The
goal when removing that water with a heavy hose or a squeegee is to lift only the free water, not the cement
paste that's floating on the surface. If you drag across the surface when paste is present, you'll pull that paste
away, leaving a weak, chalky laitance or a rough finish and potentially exposing the underlying, less-set
concrete. Keeping the surface paste-restricted preserves the surface integrity and allows proper finishing
afterward. The other options don't fit because air isn't a material to be removed in this context, and sludge or
cement already form part of the paste mix rather than clean water that should be wiped away. The emphasis is
on not removing the cement paste with the bleed-water removal process.

5. Slow setting increases the window of finishability. Which statement is
correct?

A. True

B. False

C. Only under certain conditions
D. No impact

Finishability refers to the period after placement when finishing operations can be performed before the concrete
stiffens beyond workable consistency. Slower setting slows the hydration process, so the concrete stays plastic
longer. That keeps it workable for more time, allowing you to finish it properly without rushing. So the finishing
window is extended, making the statement true. (Keep in mind that too-slow setting can bring other issues like
bleeding or surface dusting, but the basic effect on finishability timing is an extended window.)

6. F(I) numbers indicate levelness or tilt.
A. True
B. False
C. Only Roughness
D. Only Surface Texture

F(I) numbers measure levelness, the tilt of a concrete surface. They're part of the F-n system used for finished
floor evaluation, where FL specifically represents how level the surface is over a defined length. A lower FL value
means the surface is closer to level, while a higher value indicates more tilt. This is separate from roughness or
surface texture, which are assessed with different metrics (R values or texture indices). So the statement is true.
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7. Keyed construction joints are not recommended for slabs subject to heavy
wheel traffic or for slabs less than how many inches thick?

A. 4
B.6
C.8
D.10

Keyed construction joints provide a mechanical interlock to transfer shear between adjoining slabs. Under heavy
wheel traffic, the loads are large and dynamic, and if the slab is thinner than six inches, there isn't enough
concrete section to develop and transfer that shear effectively across the key. The result can be joint slippage,
spalling, or differential movement, leading to cracking and a rough, unstable surface. Because of these risks,
keyed joints aren't recommended for slabs that will see heavy wheel loads or for slabs thinner than six inches.
For such conditions, alternative joint details, reinforcement, or different construction approaches should be
used.

8. Delays in discharging concrete trucks can result in the concrete being hard
to pump, place, and finish.

A. Pump only
B. Place only
C. Finish only
D. Pump, place, and finish

When concrete sits longer in the truck before discharge, its workability declines as the cement continues to
hydrate and temperature effects can cause the mix to stiffen. That reduced flowability makes pumping tougher
because the material becomes thicker and more prone to sticking in hoses and valves, increasing friction and
the chance of blockages. Placing is harder too, since less flowable concrete doesn't migrate and consolidate as
easily into forms, leading to segregation or bridging that slows or stops a smooth pour. Finishing suffers as well
because a stiffened mix sets more quickly at the surface, making screeding, troweling, and achieving a uniform
finish difficult. Because delay impacts all stages—pumping, placing, and finishing—the best answer is that
delays affect pump, place, and finish.

9. True or False: When edging, start at the corner of the slab and apply
maximum pressure to ensure that corners will not chip or spall.

A. True

B. False

C. Not stated

D. Depends on slab size

Edging is about shaping the edge with controlled, steady pressure to create a durable, rounded profile, not
crushing it with brute force. You don't push with maximum pressure, especially at the corners, because that can
gouge away paste, deepen micro-cracks, and concentrate stress where the edge is most vulnerable. Instead, you
use a moderate, consistent pressure and make gradual passes along the edge to form a smooth, rounded edge
without risking chips or spalling. Start from a steady pace along the edge and work toward the corners with
careful, controlled passes, checking that the edge remains even rather than forcing the tool into the corner.
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10. A floor with Ff 40 and FI 40 is considered:
A. Flat and Level
B. Flat but Not Level
C. Not Flat but Level
D. Neither Flat Nor Level

Understanding Floor Flatness and Floor Levelness helps explain this result. FF, or Floor Flatness, measures how
closely the surface follows a flat plane, while FL, or Floor Levelness, measures how close the surface is to being
perfectly horizontal. Higher numbers mean tighter tolerances. If both FF and FL are 40, the floor meets the
required thresholds for both flatness and levelness, so it is considered both flat and level. This means there isn't
significant unevenness across the surface and there isn't a tilt away from true horizontal. If one metric were
lower, the floor could be flat but not level, or level but not flat, but that isn't the case here.




Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://concreteflatworktechfinisher.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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