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Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. Once the trailer is coupled to the tractor, what is essential
to check about the connection?

A. The trailer lights are functioning
B. The landing gear is fully extended

C. The trailer is securely coupled and locked
D. The tractor is in neutral

2. Which of the following is a risk factor in using the trailer
hand valve during motion?

A. It may cause immediate braking
B. It can increase tire wear

C. It might create a hazardous skid
D. It can stabilize the trailer

3. Why do combination vehicles require a longer stopping
distance?

A. They have larger tires

B. They are wider

C. They are heavier and longer
D. They are usually faster

4. When should you not back a tractor under a trailer?
A. When the trailer is not level
B. When the whole air system is not at normal pressure
C. When the trailer chocks are in place
D. When the trailer is loaded

5. When is it appropriate to use the hand valve to park a
combination vehicle?

A. When the parking brakes are not functioning

B. Whenever feeling uncertain about trailer stability
C. While the vehicle is in motion

D. Never
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6. To enhance safety while driving a combination vehicle,
what must a driver practice?

A. Regularly changing lanes without signaling

B. Awareness of the vehicle’s dimensions and surroundings
C. Driving at high speeds to save time

D. Ignoring the weight of the cargo

7. When should chocks be used according to the best safety
practices?

A. Only during long hauls

B. When the trailer is parked on level ground
C. Before unhooking the trailer

D. Always when the trailer is parked

8. Why is it important to lock the tractor glad hands together
when not towing a trailer?

A. To save space
B. To keep dirt and water out of the lines
C. To prevent theft

D. To maintain tire pressure

9. When is it necessary to perform a brake check on your
trailer?

A. Only when traveling downhill
B. Before every trip

C. At every rest stop

D. Only during heavy traffic

10. If the fifth wheel locking lever is not locked after the jaws
have closed around the kingpin, what does this indicate?

A. The coupling is secure and ready for driving.

B. The coupling is not right and should be fixed before driving.
C. The trailer is not properly balanced.

D. The tractor is disconnecting.

Sample study guide, visit https://combinationendorsement.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Answers




CCCBDBDBBM
KNI




Explanations




1. Once the trailer is coupled to the tractor, what is essential
to check about the connection?

A. The trailer lights are functioning
B. The landing gear is fully extended
C. The trailer is securely coupled and locked

D. The tractor is in neutral

In the context of coupling a trailer to a tractor, ensuring that the trailer is securely
coupled and locked is crucial for safety and operational integrity. If the trailer is not
properly attached, it can lead to a disconnection while driving, which poses significant
risks such as loss of control, accidents, or damage to both the tractor and trailer. While
checking other aspects, such as the trailer lights functioning and the landing gear being
fully extended, are important for overall vehicle safety and readiness, they do not directly
address the core concern of the trailer's secure attachment. Similarly, confirming that
the tractor is in neutral is vital for safe operation but does not relate to the physical
connection between tractor and trailer. Therefore, ensuring the trailer is securely
coupled and locked is the most critical check to perform immediately after coupling.

2. Which of the following is a risk factor in using the trailer
hand valve during motion?

A. It may cause immediate braking
B. It can increase tire wear
C. It might create a hazardous skid

D. It can stabilize the trailer

Using the trailer hand valve during motion can indeed create a hazardous skid, making
this the correct answer. The trailer hand valve is designed to control the trailer’s brakes
independently from the tractor's brakes. When applied while the vehicle is in motion,
particularly during turns or at high speeds, it can cause the trailer wheels to lock up.
This locking can lead to a loss of traction, resulting in the back end of the trailer
swinging out, which creates a skidding scenario. Such skids can be difficult to manage
and can significantly increase the risk of accidents. Meanwhile, while immediate braking
and increased tire wear may be concerns in certain contexts, they do not specifically
pertain to the risks associated with using the hand valve during motion in the same way
that a skid does. Stabilizing the trailer is not a function of the hand valve when the
vehicle is in motion; rather, it can destabilize it if not used carefully. Thus, the emphasis
on the risk of skidding captures the primary danger associated with this practice.
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3. Why do combination vehicles require a longer stopping
distance?

A. They have larger tires
B. They are wider
C. They are heavier and longer

D. They are usually faster

Combination vehicles require a longer stopping distance primarily because they are
heavier and longer than standard vehicles. The weight of these vehicles increases the
momentum they carry, meaning they require more force to stop. Heavier vehicles have
greater inertia, which makes them more challenging to decelerate when brakes are
applied. Moreover, the length of combination vehicles affects their stopping dynamics as
well. When a vehicle is longer, it possesses a more significant distance to cover before
coming to a complete halt. This additional length can also affect how the brakes work;
for instance, if the trailer is not perfectly aligned with the truck cab, it might push or
pull unevenly during braking, complicating the stopping process further. In contrast,
factors such as tire size, width, and speed do not have a direct correlation with stopping
distance in the same significant manner. Tire size does not increase stopping distance
unless it affects traction, which is not inherently a characteristic of combination vehicles
as a whole. Similarly, while wider vehicles might have stability advantages, they do not
directly impact stopping distance the way weight and length do. Lastly, while some
combination vehicles may be capable of greater speeds, this does not contribute to
increased stopping distance in and of itself; it is the vehicle's weight and length that are
the

4. When should you not back a tractor under a trailer?
A. When the trailer is not level
B. When the whole air system is not at normal pressure

C. When the trailer chocks are in place
D. When the trailer is loaded

Backing a tractor under a trailer should not occur when the whole air system is not at
normal pressure. This is critical because the air brake system relies on proper pressure
to function effectively. If the air system is not at its normal pressure, the trailer's brakes
may not be fully released or may engage unexpectedly, leading to a dangerous situation
during the backing process. Furthermore, it ensures that the suspension system, which
is often air-operated, is also functioning correctly, allowing for proper alignment and
connection between the tractor and trailer. A malfunction in the air system can
compromise the safety of the vehicle operation, making it essential to ensure that the air
pressure is at the correct level before attempting to back the tractor under the trailer.
This emphasizes the importance of a thorough pre-trip inspection, focusing not only on
visual checks but also on system pressures and functionalities to ensure safe operation.
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5. When is it appropriate to use the hand valve to park a
combination vehicle?

A. When the parking brakes are not functioning

B. Whenever feeling uncertain about trailer stability
C. While the vehicle is in motion

D. Never

Using the hand valve to park a combination vehicle is never appropriate, as it can lead to
serious safety hazards. The hand valve is designed for other purposes, such as testing the
trailer's air supply or manipulating the trailer brakes while the vehicle is at a complete
stop. Engaging the hand valve while the vehicle is parked could inadvertently release the
brakes if the system is not properly set, risking the vehicle rolling away. Proper parking
procedures involve using the parking brakes, which are designed to secure the vehicle in
place safely. Thus, it is crucial to understand that the hand valve should not be used for
parking purposes in any situation.

6. To enhance safety while driving a combination vehicle,
what must a driver practice?

A. Regularly changing lanes without signaling

B. Awareness of the vehicle’s dimensions and surroundings
C. Driving at high speeds to save time
D. Ignoring the weight of the cargo

To enhance safety while driving a combination vehicle, practicing awareness of the
vehicle’s dimensions and surroundings is crucial. Combination vehicles, which include
tractor-trailers and other large vehicles, have significantly different handling
characteristics compared to standard cars. Being acutely aware of the vehicle's size helps
in maneuvering through traffic, making turns, and avoiding obstacles. Awareness of
one’s surroundings also includes understanding blind spots, which are much larger for
combination vehicles. Maintaining this awareness allows drivers to anticipate the actions
of other drivers and pedestrians, enhancing overall safety. This practice reduces the
likelihood of accidents, as it equips the driver to respond effectively to various driving
situations. In contrast, the other options present harmful practices that could jeopardize
safety on the road. Frequent lane changes without signaling can confuse other road
users, while driving at high speeds compromises control and reaction time. Ignoring the
weight of the cargo can lead to instability and make it difficult to stop or maneuver,
increasing the risk of accidents.
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7. When should chocks be used according to the best safety
practices?

A. Only during long hauls

B. When the trailer is parked on level ground
C. Before unhooking the trailer

D. Always when the trailer is parked

Chocks should always be used when the trailer is parked to ensure safety. This practice
prevents the trailer from rolling unexpectedly, which is crucial in avoiding accidents and
potential injuries. Regardless of the terrain, whether on level ground or an incline, using
chocks is a proactive measure that stabilizes the trailer during loading, unloading, or
during any stop. It’s a fundamental best practice to enhance safety in various conditions
and situations. This consistent use of chocks helps minimize risks associated with sudden
movements of the trailer and reinforces safe operational protocols for drivers and others
working around the vehicle.

8. Why is it important to lock the tractor glad hands together
when not towing a trailer?

A. To save space

B. To keep dirt and water out of the lines
C. To prevent theft

D. To maintain tire pressure

Locking the tractor glad hands together when not towing a trailer is important primarily
to keep dirt and water out of the lines. The glad hands connect the air supply lines
between the tractor and trailer, which are crucial for proper operation of the braking
system. If these lines are left exposed, debris, moisture, or contaminants can enter,
potentially damaging the air lines or affecting the braking performance when a trailer is
attached again. By connecting the glad hands, you create a safeguard against these
foreign particles, ensuring that the air system remains clean and functional. This
practice helps maintain the safety and reliability of the vehicle's braking system during
operational downtime.
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9. When is it necessary to perform a brake check on your
trailer?

A. Only when traveling downhill
B. Before every trip

C. At every rest stop
D. Only during heavy traffic

Performing a brake check on your trailer before every trip is essential for several
reasons. Firstly, ensuring that the brakes are functioning properly is critical for the
safety of both the driver and other road users. Taking the time to check the brakes helps
to identify any issues that could lead to brake failure during travel, especially when
dealing with the additional weight and dynamics of a trailer. Conducting a brake check
allows drivers to inspect not just the braking system itself but also the loading and
securing of the cargo, ensuring that everything is safe before embarking on the journey.
This proactive approach helps to prevent accidents related to brake failure and
contributes to better overall vehicle reliability. While other options suggest checking
only in specific circumstances, such as traveling downhill or during heavy traffic, these
scenarios increase the need for caution rather than replacing the necessity of a routine
brake check. Regularly checking the brakes, regardless of the driving conditions,
maintains a standard of safety that is vital for successful towing.

10. If the fifth wheel locking lever is not locked after the jaws
have closed around the kingpin, what does this indicate?

A. The coupling is secure and ready for driving.
B. The coupling is not right and should be fixed before driving.
C. The trailer is not properly balanced.

D. The tractor is disconnecting.

When the fifth wheel locking lever is not locked after the jaws have closed around the
kingpin, it indicates that the coupling is not secure. This means that while the jaws may
have engaged the kingpin, the locking mechanism has not fully engaged, which can lead
to a dangerous situation while driving. If this condition is present, it is crucial to address
the issue before attempting to drive the vehicle. Ensuring that the coupling is secure is
essential for safety and stability during operation, as an unsecured trailer could detach
from the tractor while on the road, leading to significant hazards. Properly locking the
lever indicates that the connection is reliable and that the trailer is securely attached to
the towing vehicle.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://combinationendorsement.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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