COLREGS Rules of the Road
Practice Test (Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://coloregsrulesoftheroad.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://coloregsrulesoftheroad.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e e 1
Table of Contents ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeens 2
INtroduction ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e ceeeeae 3
How to Use This Guide ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniinens 4
L1011 =13 0 ) 1 7 5
ANSWETS ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeentaacacosentosentonsncossntosensoscnsanss 8
EXplanations ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieetiacnttnenenes 10

LN T ] 1= 0 1 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. How many degrees can a stern light be seen from?
A. 180 degrees
B. 135 degrees
C. 112.5 degrees
D. 360 degrees

2. What does the acronym MTV BED stand for in terms of safe
speed?

A. Maneuverability, Traffic, Visibility, Backlights, Environment,
Depth

B. Maneuverability, Traffic intensity, Visibility, Background
lights, Environment, Depth

C. Maneuverability, Tide variations, Visibility, Base depth,
Environmental factors, Docking

D. Maneuverability, Time, Visibility, Backing, Environment,
Depth

3. What is Rule 2 focused on?
A. The rights of way among vessels
B. Responsibilities for all mariners to avoid collisions
C. Insurance requirements for vessels
D. Equipment standards for sailing ships

4. What type of vessel is indicated by "manned tow" in sound
signal rules?

A. A vessel under sail
B. A power-driven vessel
C. A vessel that is moored

D. A vessel being towed with hands on deck

5. What does the signal " . OR ." indicate in terms of
overtaking?

A. The vessel intends to overtake on the port side

B. The vessel intends to overtake on the starboard side
C. The vessel is changing course to port

D. The vessel is unsure of navigation
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6. What does "22.5 degrees abaft her beam" indicate about
the overtaking vessel's position?

A. The overtaking vessel can see the sidelights of the vessel
being overtaken

B. The overtaking vessel is able to see only the sternlight of the
vessel

C. The overtaking vessel is ahead of the vessel being overtaken

D. The overtaking vessel is directly alongside the vessel being
overtaken

7. When a vessel is over 50 meters, what lighting
configuration is required for pilot vessels?

A. White on red all-around lights
B. Two green all-around lights
C. A single masthead light

D. Flashing white lights

8. What aspect of vessel operation does Rule 20 emphasize?
A. Signals based on the type of vessel

B. Vessel signaling based on varying circumstances
C. Navigation in shallow waters

D. Weather conditions affecting voyage plans

9. What is mandated by Rule 33 regarding signaling?
A. Vessels must signal their readiness to dock

B. Vessels are required to respond to signals indicating their
intended actions

C. Vessels must constantly signal their position
D. Vessels are recommended to use sound signals only

10. What should vessels do when approaching a bend in a
narrow channel?

A. Use visual signals to indicate their position
B. Follow the sound signals laid out in Rule 34
C. Reduce speed and proceed at a safe distance
D. Maintain the same course and speed
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Explanations




1. How many degrees can a stern light be seen from?
A. 180 degrees
B. 135 degrees
C. 112.5 degrees
D. 360 degrees

The visibility of a stern light is defined in the COLREGs (International Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea). According to the rules, a stern light should be visible from
behind a vessel, extending to 67.5 degrees on either side of the vessel’s centerline. When
you calculate the total visible arc of the stern light, it amounts to 135 degrees (67.5
degrees to the right and 67.5 degrees to the left of the centerline). This specification is
crucial for maintaining safe navigation and ensuring that vessels can see each other at
night. The effectiveness of the stern light is essential for indicating the length and
direction of a vessel to others approaching from behind, helping to prevent collisions.
Therefore, the correct choice corresponds with the established regulation regarding the
visibility of stern lights.

2. What does the acronym MTV BED stand for in terms of safe
speed?
A. Maneuverability, Traffic, Visibility, Backlights, Environment,
Depth
B. Maneuverability, Traffic intensity, Visibility, Background
lights, Environment, Depth

C. Maneuverability, Tide variations, Visibility, Base depth,
Environmental factors, Docking

D. Maneuverability, Time, Visibility, Backing, Environment,
Depth

The acronym MTV BED stands for Maneuverability, Traffic intensity, Visibility,
Background lights, Environment, and Depth, which are crucial considerations for
determining safe speed while navigating. Each of these elements plays a significant role
in ensuring a vessel can operate safely and effectively under various conditions.
Maneuverability refers to how easily a vessel can change its course or speed. It is
essential in situations where quick actions may be needed to avoid collisions or hazards.
Traffic intensity indicates the amount of other vessels in the vicinity, which can create
complex navigational challenges. Visibility speaks to how well a captain can see and
detect obstacles or other vessels, heavily influencing speed decisions, particularly in poor
weather conditions. Background lights deal with the illumination in the area that might
affect visibility or perception of other vessels. Environmental factors encompass elements
such as wind, current, and sea state that may influence a vessel's ability to maintain a
safe speed. Lastly, depth is critical because operating in shallow areas can increase the
risk of grounding, which must be carefully considered when determining speed. This
comprehensive approach allows mariners to assess their operations effectively and
prioritize safety at sea, ensuring they can navigate safely in varying conditions by
adjusting their speed accordingly.
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3. What is Rule 2 focused on?
A. The rights of way among vessels
B. Responsibilities for all mariners to avoid collisions
C. Insurance requirements for vessels
D. Equipment standards for sailing ships

Rule 2 of the COLREGsS is specifically focused on the responsibilities of all mariners to
avoid collisions. This rule emphasizes the importance of maintaining a safe navigational
environment by highlighting that all vessels must take action to avoid situations that
could lead to an accident. It underscores the principle that regardless of any specific
rules, mariners are always obligated to exercise good seamanship and take necessary
measures to prevent collisions whenever possible. This rule serves as a foundational
guideline for safe navigation and provides a broad responsibility that applies to all
vessels, regardless of their specific circumstances or the application of other rules. It is a

reminder that safety is paramount and that adherence to good practices is essential in
maritime operations.

4. What type of vessel is indicated by "manned tow" in sound
signal rules?

A. A vessel under sail

B. A power-driven vessel

C. A vessel that is moored

D. A vessel being towed with hands on deck

The term "manned tow" refers specifically to a vessel that is being towed and has
personnel on board to manage that tow. In the context of sound signal rules, it indicates
that there is an active presence on the towed vessel, which can help in signaling and
communication. This means that the vessel is not simply adrift or unoccupied; it has crew
members who can respond to navigation signals and potentially take action if necessary.
This is significant under the COLREGs because vessels that are manned and actively
engaged in towing operations are required to adhere to specific sound signaling
provisions to communicate their intentions and presence to other vessels in the vicinity.
These signals serve to enhance safety and awareness on the water. Other types of vessels
listed, such as those that are under sail or power-driven, do not accurately describe the
scenario indicated by "manned tow." Similarly, a moored vessel does not fall under the
definitions related to actively being towed or having crew managing that tow. Thus, the
mention of "manned tow" specifically points to a vessel that is being actively managed
while being towed, confirming the definition aligned with sound signal rules.
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5. What does the signal *_ _ . OR ." indicate in terms of
overtaking?

A. The vessel intends to overtake on the port side

B. The vessel intends to overtake on the starboard side
C. The vessel is changing course to port

D. The vessel is unsure of navigation

The signal "_ _ . OR ." specifically indicates that the vessel intends to overtake on the
starboard side. This is derived from the International Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea (COLREGSs), which state that when a vessel sounds one prolonged blast
followed by one short blast, it is a signal for the intention to pass another vessel on its
starboard side. Understanding the context is important: the signaling system is
designed to ensure safe navigation and communication between vessels, indicating
intentions clearly to avoid confusion and potential collisions. Each specific combination
of sounds conveys a precise message to other vessels regarding actions to be taken. Thus,
recognizing this sequence of signals is crucial for maintaining navigational safety and
adhering to maritime regulations.

6. What does "22.5 degrees abaft her beam" indicate about
the overtaking vessel's position?

A. The overtaking vessel can see the sidelights of the vessel
being overtaken

B. The overtaking vessel is able to see only the sternlight of the
vessel

C. The overtaking vessel is ahead of the vessel being overtaken

D. The overtaking vessel is directly alongside the vessel being
overtaken

"22.5 degrees abaft her beam" refers to the relative position of an overtaking vessel in
relation to the vessel being overtaken. This specific angle indicates that the overtaking
vessel is positioned off the wake of the vessel it is passing, more towards the stern than
the beam. When the overtaking vessel is within 22.5 degrees from the stern of the vessel
being overtaken, it means that the overtaking vessel will only be able to see the
sternlight of the vessel being overtaken. This visibility confirms that the overtaking
vessel has not yet passed the other vessel and is still approaching from behind.
Understanding this aspect of the navigation rules is crucial. When a vessel is overtaken,
the overtaken vessel should only see the sidelights and possibly the masthead lights of
the overtaking vessel once it is sufficiently ahead. Therefore, the scenario presented
aligns with the visibility rule that specifies the other vessel's sternlight would be visible
when the overtaking vessel is within that specific angle.
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7. When a vessel is over 50 meters, what lighting
configuration is required for pilot vessels?

A. White on red all-around lights
B. Two green all-around lights
C. A single masthead light

D. Flashing white lights

The requirement for pilot vessels over 50 meters in length is to display specific lighting
configurations to ensure their visibility and identification, especially in busy waterways.
The correct answer indicates that these vessels must show white on red all-around lights.
This lighting configuration helps distinguish pilot vessels from others, signaling to
nearby vessels that they are engaged in the important function of providing pilotage
services, which often necessitates special consideration from other navigators. The
display of white on red all-around lights is significant because it not only enhances the
safety of the pilot vessel in various conditions of visibility but also makes it clear to other
vessels that they should take appropriate action to avoid collision or interference. Proper
recognition of pilot vessels is essential for maintaining navigational safety. In contrast,
other lighting configurations such as two green all-around lights, a single masthead
light, or flashing white lights do not meet the specific requirements for pilot vessels,
potentially leading to confusion or misidentification in maritime traffic. Therefore,
understanding the proper light configuration is crucial for both compliance with
regulations and ensuring the safety of navigation in the marine environment.

8. What aspect of vessel operation does Rule 20 emphasize?
A. Signals based on the type of vessel

B. Vessel signaling based on varying circumstances
C. Navigation in shallow waters

D. Weather conditions affecting voyage plans

Rule 20 of the COLREGSs addresses the importance of vessel signaling according to
varying circumstances. This rule emphasizes the need for vessels to display appropriate
signals, such as lights and shapes, that convey their presence, activities, and navigational
status, adapted to the conditions they encounter. The intent is to ensure safe navigation
and communication among vessels during different operational scenarios, which may
include day or night conditions, restricted visibility, or proximity to other vessels. The
application of this rule is crucial because it allows mariners to make informed decisions
based on the signals they observe, enhancing situational awareness and preventing
collisions. Thus, understanding and adhering to Rule 20 is essential for maintaining
safety in maritime operations, as it guides how vessels should communicate their status
in response to changing environmental and traffic conditions.
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9. What is mandated by Rule 33 regarding signaling?
A. Vessels must signal their readiness to dock

B. Vessels are required to respond to signals indicating their
intended actions

C. Vessels must constantly signal their position
D. Vessels are recommended to use sound signals only

The correct answer focuses on the requirement for vessels to respond to signals
indicating their intended actions. Rule 33 of the COLREGsS is specifically concerned with
the signaling of actions between vessels to ensure safety and prevent collisions. This rule
establishes that when one vessel signals its intentions—such as to alter course or
speed—the other vessel must acknowledge and respond accordingly. This exchange of
signals enhances navigational safety by ensuring that both vessels are aware of each
other's intentions and can adjust their maneuvers appropriately. The other choices
present scenarios that are either not stipulated in Rule 33 or misrepresent the
requirements. For instance, while signaling readiness to dock is important in harbor
operations, it's not a mandate under Rule 33. Similarly, there is no constant requirement
for vessels to signal their position, as such actions are generally related to navigational
aids and responsibilities, not a specific duty under this rule. Sound signals are necessary
in certain conditions, but Rule 33 does not recommend limiting communication to sound
signals only; it is about responding appropriately to the signals received. Understanding
the importance of responding to signaling reinforces the essential nature of
communication at sea, which is critical to the safety of all vessels involved.

10. What should vessels do when approaching a bend in a
narrow channel?

A. Use visual signals to indicate their position
B. Follow the sound signals laid out in Rule 34

C. Reduce speed and proceed at a safe distance
D. Maintain the same course and speed

When approaching a bend in a narrow channel, following the sound signals laid out in
Rule 34 is crucial for safe navigation. This rule details the sound signaling that vessels
must use to communicate their presence and intentions to other vessels that may also be
navigating the same narrow waters. Sound signals are particularly important in these
scenarios because visibility may be limited due to the nature of the channel or the bend
itself, meaning visual communication might not suffice. Utilizing the appropriate sound
signals allows vessels to alert others of their approach, reducing the risk of collisions.
This practice ensures that all vessels remain aware of one another’s positions, which is
vital in maintaining safety within the confined space of a narrow channel. By adhering to
these regulations, vessels can navigate bends more safely and effectively. Additionally,
while reducing speed and maintaining safe distance are good general practices for
navigation in confined waters, they do not specifically address the importance of
communication through sound signals that Rule 34 emphasizes. Thus, relying solely on
visual indicators or maintaining course and speed does not mitigate the risk of accidents
in such situations.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://coloregsrulesoftheroad.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://coloregsrulesoftheroad.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions v-1769477401 | Page 16



