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1. Where is an after masthead light positioned on a vessel?
A. At least 4.5 metres lower than the forward light

B. At least 4.5 metres higher than the forward light
C. Level with the forward light

D. At the same height as the sternlight

2. What kind of light must be exhibited by a WIG craft in
flight near the surface?

A. A white steady light
B. A red flashing light

C. A high intensity all-round flashing red light
D. An all-round white light

3. What factor is generally considered when defining a 'safe
speed' for vessels?

A. Speed that maximizes fuel efficiency

B. Speed that allows proper action to avoid collisions

C. Speed that allows for maximum navigation speed

D. Speed that maintains current course without adjustments

4. What is the minimum height for the masthead light on a
high-speed craft?

A. As prescribed for all vessels
B. Only 1 meter

C. Any height as long as it meets angle requirements
D. Based on the breadth of the craft

5. What do the rules regarding lights apply to?
A. Only to commercial vessels
B. All vessels

C. Only to vessels over 100 metres
D. Only to leisure crafts
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6. Where is a 'special flashing light' typically placed on a
vessel?

A. At the stern of the vessel

B. As far forward and as nearly as practicable on the ship's fore
and aft centerline

C. Directly above the masthead light
D. On the sides of the vessel

7. What configuration indicates that a vessel is not making
way?

A. Two white lights
B. Two green lights

C. Two vertically disposed red lights
D. One all-round red light

8. What signal should a vessel intend to overtake to port use?
A. One prolonged blast
B. Two prolonged and two short blasts
C. Five short blasts
D. One short blast

9. What is the required height above the hull of a masthead
light on a vessel of 20 metres or more?

A. A height of not less than 4 metres, but not exceeding 10
metres

B. A height of not less than 6 metres, or the breadth of the hull,
but it need not be higher than 12 metres

C. A height of 3 metres at minimum
D. A height of at least 8 metres

10. Which of the following lights must a vessel exert when at
anchor?

A. Only the all-round white light
B. No lights at all

C. The same lights as when underway
D. Only the lights prescribed in Rule 30
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1. Where is an after masthead light positioned on a vessel?
A. At least 4.5 metres lower than the forward light
B. At least 4.5 metres higher than the forward light
C. Level with the forward light
D. At the same height as the sternlight

The after masthead light is positioned at least 4.5 metres higher than the forward light
to ensure proper visibility and identification of the vessel's orientation and direction
when viewed from another vessel. This height difference is crucial for distinguishing the
type of vessel and its heading, especially at night or in reduced visibility conditions. By
positioning the after masthead light higher, it becomes more apparent to other vessels
that are approaching from behind or at angles, allowing them to assess the movement
and course of the vessel more effectively. The regulations governing vessel navigation
aim to minimize the risk of collisions by ensuring clear delineation of vessel types and
their navigation status. While there are regulations surrounding the positioning of
lights, such as a sternlight, the after masthead light must be higher than the forward
light to maintain a clear visual hierarchy and assist in safe navigation.

2. What kind of light must be exhibited by a WIG craft in
flight near the surface?

A. A white steady light
B. A red flashing light

C. A high intensity all-round flashing red light
D. An all-round white light

A WIG (Wing-in-Ground) craft, when in flight near the surface, is required to exhibit a
high-intensity all-round flashing red light. This specific lighting protocol is essential for
ensuring the visibility of the craft to other vessels and aircraft in the vicinity. The
high-intensity aspect of the light is particularly important because it enhances the
recognition of the WIG craft, which might otherwise be confused with other types of
vehicles. Furthermore, the choice of a red light is significant in maritime navigation, as
red is universally recognized as a cautionary color, alerting others to the presence of the
craft. The combination of being all-round and flashing adds to the visibility and
awareness among other operators, reducing the chances of a collision or mishap. In
contrast to other lighting options mentioned, such as a steady white light, which is more
common for different types of vessels, or other colors that don’t convey the same
warning, the requirement for a high-intensity all-round flashing red light provides clear
communication of the craft's presence and operational status, adhering to safety
regulations and helping to avoid accidents.
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3. What factor is generally considered when defining a 'safe
speed' for vessels?

A. Speed that maximizes fuel efficiency

B. Speed that allows proper action to avoid collisions
C. Speed that allows for maximum navigation speed

D. Speed that maintains current course without adjustments

Defining a 'safe speed’' for vessels is focused on the ability to take proper action to avoid
collisions. The concept of safe speed includes several considerations, such as the
visibility conditions, the traffic density in the area, the maneuverability of the vessel, and
the environmental factors like wind and current. The key element here is ensuring that
the vessel can be stopped or turned in time to avoid a collision, which inherently makes
option B the correct answer. In navigating safely, a vessel must adjust its speed based
on the circumstances to ensure that the crew has enough time to react to potential
hazards in the environment. This proactive approach to speed management is essential in
maritime safety and is emphasized in the COLREGSs guidelines. Maximizing fuel
efficiency, navigation speed, or maintaining a current course without adjustments does
not prioritize safety in the way that adjusting speed to facilitate collision avoidance does.
Fuel efficiency and maximum navigation speed can sometimes encourage a more reckless
approach, while adhering strictly to a fixed course without adjusting speed can lead to
dangerous situations. Thus, proper action to avoid collisions must be the guiding
principle in defining safe speed.

4. What is the minimum height for the masthead light on a
high-speed craft?

A. As prescribed for all vessels

B. Only 1 meter

C. Any height as long as it meets angle requirements
D. Based on the breadth of the craft

The minimum height for the masthead light on a high-speed craft is indeed determined
based on the breadth of the craft. According to COLREGSs regulations, a high-speed craft
must adhere to specific requirements concerning the height of navigation lights, which
are designed to ensure visibility and ensure safe navigation. For high-speed craft, the
masthead light must be positioned at least a certain height above the hull in relation to
the breadth of the vessel. This ensures that the light is adequately visible to other vessels
and meets the operational needs of a craft designed for high speeds. This approach
takes into account the typical operational environment of high-speed vessels, where they
may be navigating in busy waterway conditions or areas with other maritime traffic.
Therefore, the correct answer reflects the requirement that the height of the masthead
light is not arbitrary but rather defined as a function of the vessel's dimensions for safety
and visibility purposes. This requirement ensures compliance with factors related to
stability, visibility, and overall maritime safety, helping prevent potential collisions or
navigational issues represented by poorly positioned lights.
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5. What do the rules regarding lights apply to?

A. Only to commercial vessels
B. All vessels
C. Only to vessels over 100 metres

D. Only to leisure crafts

The rules regarding lights apply to all vessels, which is why the correct answer is that
they pertain to every type of watercraft, regardless of size or purpose. This includes
commercial vessels, recreational yachts, and small fishing boats. The intention behind
having these regulations is to ensure navigational safety on the water, allowing vessels to
be easily identified and understood by other mariners, which is crucial for preventing
collisions and ensuring that everyone is aware of each other's movements. Commercial
and leisure crafts, as well as smaller vessels, all must display the appropriate lights
according to their size and operational status, which helps to standardize operations on
the water. The comprehensive nature of these regulations is vital for maintaining safe

maritime navigation, highlighting the importance of understanding and adhering to
these rules for all types of vessels.

6. Where is a 'special flashing light' typically placed on a
vessel?

A. At the stern of the vessel

B. As far forward and as nearly as practicable on the ship's fore
and aft centerline

C. Directly above the masthead light
D. On the sides of the vessel

The placement of a 'special flashing light' on a vessel is designed to ensure maximum
visibility and effectiveness in signaling other vessels. By positioning it as far forward and
as nearly as practicable on the ship's fore and aft centerline, the light can be best seen
from all angles, especially from approaching vessels. This location enhances the
recognition and awareness of the vessel's status, particularly in low visibility conditions
or at night. The strategic placement along the centerline also helps avoid any potential
obstruction by other lights or structures on the vessel, which might inhibit visibility. This
compliance with the regulations ensures that the special flashing light fulfills its purpose
as a signaling device intended to alert other vessels of the ship’s particular situation,
such as being engaged in specific operations or as a fishing vessel. Comparison to other
placements reveals that options like placing it at the stern, above the masthead light, or
on the sides would not offer the same level of visibility or effectiveness. The stern
placement might limit its visibility to approaching vessels, while positioning it above the
masthead could confuse its purpose with other navigational lights. Similarly, placing it
on the sides might not provide consistent visibility to all vessels approaching from
various angles.
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7. What configuration indicates that a vessel is not making
way?

A. Two white lights
B. Two green lights

C. Two vertically disposed red lights
D. One all-round red light

A vessel that is not making way through the water typically indicates its status with two
vertically disposed red lights. This configuration serves as a crucial signal to other
vessels that the vessel is anchored, aground, or stopped in the water, effectively
communicating its inability to maneuver. The use of two red lights, positioned vertically
one above the other, is standardized in maritime navigation rules to ensure consistency
and clarity among vessels, helping to prevent collisions and enhance safety. This light
configuration can be easily recognized by other mariners, allowing them to take the
necessary precautions while navigating around the stationary vessel. The other options
provide signals associated with different operational states or maneuvers that do not
relate to a vessel's inability to move through the water. For instance, white lights
typically indicate restricted visibility or may be used in specific signaling situations,
while green lights are often used by vessels to indicate starboard side navigation. An
all-round red light usually signifies a vessel engaged in fishing or at anchor but does not
exclusively indicate that it is not making way. Hence, the use of two vertically disposed
red lights specifically communicates the status of a vessel that is not making way.

8. What signal should a vessel intend to overtake to port use?
A. One prolonged blast
B. Two prolonged and two short blasts
C. Five short blasts
D. One short blast

When a vessel is intending to overtake another vessel to port, the correct signaling
maneuver involves using two prolonged blasts followed by two short blasts. This sound
signal is designed to communicate the vessel's intent clearly, ensuring safety by notifying
other vessels of the planned maneuver. The protocol for using sound signals is outlined
in the COLREGS to prevent misunderstandings at sea. A vessel accorded the obligation to
maintain course while overtaking must appropriately signal its intentions to avoid any
potential collisions. In this context, the two prolonged blasts followed by two short blasts
succinctly convey the message that the overtaking vessel is moving to its port side. The
other options represent different intentions or actions. For instance, one prolonged blast
generally indicates that the vessel is going to alter its course to starboard, which is not
applicable here. Five short blasts typically signal danger or a need for caution, while one
short blast is often used to indicate a turn to starboard. None of these options align with
the specific intention of overtaking to port, making the chosen signal the only
appropriate one for this scenario.
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9. What is the required height above the hull of a masthead
light on a vessel of 20 metres or more?

A. A height of not less than 4 metres, but not exceeding 10
metres

B. A height of not less than 6 metres, or the breadth of the hull,
but it need not be higher than 12 metres

C. A height of 3 metres at minimum
D. A height of at least 8 metres

The required height for a masthead light on a vessel of 20 metres or more is stipulated to
be not less than 6 metres above the hull, or a height equivalent to the breadth of the hull,
with an upper limit of 12 metres. This requirement is in place to ensure that the light is
visible over a significant distance and is adequately positioned to avoid obstruction from
the vessel's superstructure or other parts of the hull. This standard is grounded in the
need to ensure that vessels are easily identifiable at sea, particularly in low visibility
conditions. The height requirement helps differentiate performance and capability
among vessels of various sizes while maintaining uniformity in navigation practices.
Thus, by ensuring that the masthead light is properly elevated, it aids in promoting safe
navigation and collision avoidance—fundamental aspects of maritime safety.

10. Which of the following lights must a vessel exert when at
anchor?

A. Only the all-round white light

B. No lights at all

C. The same lights as when underway
D. Only the lights prescribed in Rule 30

When a vessel is at anchor, it is required to display specific lights to signal its presence
to other vessels. According to the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at
Sea (COLREGS), specifically Rule 30, a vessel at anchor must exhibit an all-round white
light or one ball-shaped shape if it's a sailing vessel. The requirement for displaying
these lights is crucial for ensuring visibility and safety in navigable waters, especially at
night or in reduced visibility conditions. The option that indicates the lights prescribed
in Rule 30 correctly encapsulates these requirements, as it ensures that other vessels can
see the anchored vessel and reduce the risk of collisions. Other options, such as only
displaying an all-round white light, not showing any lights at all, or exhibiting the same
lights as when the vessel is underway, do not encompass the complete regulations set
forth for vessels at anchor. Therefore, Rule 30 provides the definitive guidance for this
situation, making it the correct choice.
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