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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Any deformity or disease of the natural nail is referred to as:
A. Onychocryptosis
B. Onycholysis
C. Onychomycosis
D. Onychosis

2. What type of comb is used for close tapers on the nape and sides when
using the scissors-over-comb technique?
A. Barber comb
B. Wide-tooth comb
C. Rat-tail comb
D. Vent comb

3. What is the process called whereby bacteria grow, reproduce, and divide
into two new cells?
A. Binary fission
B. Conjugation
C. Osmosis
D. Photosynthesis

4. Massages do not manipulate:
A. Circulation
B. Flexibility
C. Muscle tone
D. Relaxation

5. What type of product line involves products that work well when used
together for a specific result?
A. Antagonistic
B. Complementary
C. Organic
D. Synergistic
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6. What determines the temperature setting of a curling iron?
A. Color
B. Length
C. Style
D. Texture

7. How do you maintain a traveling guide?
A. By using a new section as the guide
B. By using some of the previous section as your guide
C. By using the first section as your guide
D. By using the subsection as your guide

8. What must appear convincing in wig styling, except?
A. The color
B. The length
C. The style
D. The texture

9. What is the pH range of an acid wave?
A. 3.5-4.0
B. 4.5-5.5
C. 6.3-6.7
D. 6.9-7.2

10. What finger position should you use to create round concave layers?
A. Diagonal to the subsection
B. Perpendicular to the subsection
C. Parallel to the subsection
D. Vertical to the subsection
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Answers
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1. D
2. A
3. A
4. A
5. D
6. D
7. B
8. A
9. A
10. C

Sample study guide, visit https://coloradocosmetology.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 9

SAMPLE



Explanations
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1. Any deformity or disease of the natural nail is referred to as:
A. Onychocryptosis
B. Onycholysis
C. Onychomycosis
D. Onychosis

The term that refers to any deformity or disease of the natural nail is onychosis. This encompasses a wide range
of conditions affecting the nails, including changes in color, texture, and structure. Onychosis is a broad term
that indicates an abnormal condition of the nail without specifying the exact nature of the deformity or disease,
making it suitable for a variety of nail issues.  Other terms, while related to specific nail conditions, do not
encapsulate the general concept as effectively. Onychocryptosis refers to an ingrown nail condition, onycholysis
involves the detachment of the nail from the nail bed, and onychomycosis specifically denotes a fungal infection
of the nails. Each of these terms addresses a particular aspect of nail health, but onychosis correctly describes
the overarching phenomenon of deformities or diseases affecting the natural nail.

2. What type of comb is used for close tapers on the nape and sides when
using the scissors-over-comb technique?
A. Barber comb
B. Wide-tooth comb
C. Rat-tail comb
D. Vent comb

A barber comb is used for close tapers on the nape and sides when using the scissors-over-comb technique.
This type of comb has fine teeth on one end and wider teeth on the other, making it ideal for precision cutting
and blending. While a wide-tooth comb is commonly used for detangling and creating looser styles, it is not
suitable for the detailed work required for close tapers. A rat-tail comb is designed for sectioning and teasing
hair, not for combing and cutting hair. A vent comb has wide-spaced teeth and is primarily used for blow drying
and styling, not for scissors-over-comb cutting techniques. Therefore, the best option for close tapers with
scissors-over-comb is the barber comb.

3. What is the process called whereby bacteria grow, reproduce, and divide
into two new cells?
A. Binary fission
B. Conjugation
C. Osmosis
D. Photosynthesis

Binary fission is the process by which bacteria reproduce and divide into two new cells. This process occurs
when a single cell splits into two identical cells. This is the main method of bacterial cell division and is distinct
from the processes of conjugation, osmosis, and photosynthesis. Conjugation is the transfer of genetic material
between bacterial cells, while osmosis is the movement of water molecules across a semipermeable membrane.
Photosynthesis is the process by which plants use sunlight to convert water and carbon dioxide into oxygen and
glucose. Therefore, the correct answer is A because it specifically refers to the process of bacterial growth and
reproduction through cell division.
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4. Massages do not manipulate:
A. Circulation
B. Flexibility
C. Muscle tone
D. Relaxation

The focus of the question is on what massages do not manipulate. While circulation is indeed positively
influenced by massage techniques, flexibility, muscle tone, and relaxation are also key areas affected by
massage therapy.   Flexibility is enhanced as massages can help to relax tight muscles and increase the range of
motion in the joints. Muscle tone is influenced by massage as it can help to improve muscle function and
recovery. Relaxation is one of the primary benefits of massage, reducing stress and promoting overall
well-being.  Thus, while circulation is influenced by massage, flexibility, muscle tone, and relaxation are more
directly manipulated or enhanced during the practice, making circulation the least accurate choice in the context
of what massages specifically target for manipulation.

5. What type of product line involves products that work well when used
together for a specific result?
A. Antagonistic
B. Complementary
C. Organic
D. Synergistic

The correct choice focuses on synergistic product lines, which are designed to enhance the effects of each other
when used in conjunction. This means that when these products are used together, they produce a greater result
than they would if used separately. Synergy in product lines is essential in cosmetology, as it allows for
optimized results in skincare, haircare, and other beauty treatments.  In contrast, antagonistic product lines
would refer to products that oppose or counteract each other, which would be counterproductive in a beauty
routine. Complementary products may suggest a relationship where they support different aspects of beauty but
do not necessarily enhance each other’s effectiveness to the same extent as synergistic products. Organic refers
to the sourcing of ingredients and does not specifically imply how products work together.  Understanding the
concept of synergy is crucial in cosmetology, as professionals often aim to recommend or use products that will
work in harmony to achieve the best results for their clients.

6. What determines the temperature setting of a curling iron?
A. Color
B. Length
C. Style
D. Texture

The temperature setting of a curling iron is primarily determined by the texture of the hair. Different hair textures,
such as fine, medium, or coarse, require varying heat levels for effective styling. For instance, fine hair can be
damaged more easily by high heat, so it needs a lower temperature setting to prevent breakage. Conversely,
coarse hair can typically withstand higher temperatures, as it is generally more resilient.   Understanding the
texture helps stylists choose the appropriate temperature to achieve curls or waves without causing
unnecessary damage to the hair. Other factors like hair length and style also influence how curling is
approached, but the primary consideration for the heat setting is always the hair’s texture to ensure the best
results while maintaining hair health.
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7. How do you maintain a traveling guide?
A. By using a new section as the guide
B. By using some of the previous section as your guide
C. By using the first section as your guide
D. By using the subsection as your guide

Maintaining a traveling guide involves constantly updating and revising it as needed. While option A suggests
using a new section as the guide, this would result in an incomplete guide without all the necessary information.
Option C suggests only using the first section as the guide, which would not include any new information or
changes since the initial creation of the guide. Option D suggests using only the subsection, which may not
provide enough information or context for the traveler. Option B is the best choice as it allows for incorporating
new information while also utilizing previously established sections as a guide.

8. What must appear convincing in wig styling, except?
A. The color
B. The length
C. The style
D. The texture

In wig styling, the overall appearance is vital for creating a natural look. While the color is certainly an important
aspect, the other elements—length, style, and texture—play a more critical role in achieving a convincing
appearance.  The length of the wig should be appropriate for the style desired and the individual wearing it, as it
can dramatically affect the overall look. The style itself is central to how a wig frames the face and complements
other features, making it essential for believability. Texture contributes to realism by mimicking how natural hair
behaves; it can vary from fine to coarse, and replicating this is important for a lifelike effect.  While color does
contribute to the overall aesthetic, in many cases, a wig can be less convincing if the other factors—like length,
style, and texture—are not harmonized effectively. Therefore, it is acceptable for the color to not always appear
perfectly matching or convincing if the other elements are correctly styled, as they can contribute more
significantly to the wig's natural appearance.

9. What is the pH range of an acid wave?
A. 3.5-4.0
B. 4.5-5.5
C. 6.3-6.7
D. 6.9-7.2

The correct pH range for an acid wave typically falls between 3.5 and 4.0. Acid waves, which are also known as
cold waves, primarily utilize thioglycolic acid as their waving agent. This lower pH is advantageous because it
helps to create a more robust curl, making the hair more manageable and easier to style without the use of
excessive heat.  In the context of perming solutions, maintaining a pH in this acidic range is critical, as it allows
for proper hair structure alteration—breaking the disulfide bonds in the hair to create curls. By keeping the pH
low, the hair cuticle remains smoother, which can improve the overall appearance of the finished style and
reduce frizz.  The other ranges provided typically correspond to different types of waving solutions. The pH
levels above 4.0 indicate alkaline solutions, which have different chemical properties and effects on hair
compared to acid waves. Understanding this is important for professionals in the field, as selecting the
appropriate solution based on hair type and desired style is essential for achieving the best results in hair
treatments.
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10. What finger position should you use to create round concave layers?
A. Diagonal to the subsection
B. Perpendicular to the subsection
C. Parallel to the subsection
D. Vertical to the subsection

When creating round concave layers, it is important to understand that the finger position refers to the angle at
which the fingers are held while cutting. As such, the correct finger position for creating round concave layers is
parallel to the subsection.   Option A (diagonal to the subsection) and Option B (perpendicular to the subsection)
would result in a different angle and therefore not achieve the desired round concave layers.  Option D (vertical
to the subsection) would result in a straight, vertical cut and not achieve the desired round shape.   Overall, the
key to achieving round concave layers is using a parallel finger position to the subsection.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://coloradocosmetology.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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