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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement ties in with the
Clean Water Act for mining runoff in which region?
A. Appalachia
B. Alaska
C. Midwest
D. Pacific Northwest

2. Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTWs) are wastewater treatment
facilities usually owned by which entities?
A. Federal government
B. State, local municipality or Indian tribe
C. Private corporations
D. Nongovernmental organizations

3. POTWs are wastewater treatment facilities designed to treat domestic
wastewaters and are usually owned by which level of government?
A. Federal government
B. State, local municipality or Indian tribe
C. Private corporations
D. Nongovernmental organizations

4. Which term describes facilities that discharge to a POTW for the initial
time?
A. New Indirect dischargers
B. Existing indirect dischargers
C. Nonconventional pollutants
D. Priority pollutants

5. Wetlands are defined as which areas?
A. Swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas
B. Deserts with rare rainfall
C. High mountain talus slopes
D. Coastal dunes only
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6. Dredge and fill activities regulated under Section 404 because?
A. To control air quality
B. To protect navigation channels
C. Because dredge/fill can significantly affect wetlands and waters of the United

States; to protect aquatic resources
D. To regulate fishing

7. Which section established the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit program?
A. Section 301.
B. Section 303.
C. Section 402.
D. Section 404.

8. Water quality trading (WQT) is an option for compliance with which
regulation?
A. NPDES permit
B. WQBEL
C. TMDL
D. SDWA

9. What does SDWIS stand for?
A. Safe drinking water information service
B. Safe drinking water information standard
C. Safe drinking water information system
D. System for drinking water information

10. BPT stands for?
A. Best practical control technology currently available
B. Best practical control technology currently applicable
C. Best practicable control technology currently available
D. Best practical control technology most available

Sample study guide, visit https://cleanwateract.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 7

SAMPLE



Answers
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1. A
2. B
3. B
4. C
5. A
6. C
7. C
8. B
9. C
10. A
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Explanations
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1. The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement ties in with the
Clean Water Act for mining runoff in which region?
A. Appalachia
B. Alaska
C. Midwest
D. Pacific Northwest

Appalachia is where the connection between mining regulation and the Clean Water Act is most prominent
because this region has the highest intensity of surface coal mining, including practices like mountaintop
removal that create substantial runoff and sediment entering streams. The combination of SMCRA oversight by
the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement with Clean Water Act controls—such as NPDES
permits and water-quality protections—has been particularly focused on addressing the water-quality impacts
from mining in these Appalachian coalfields. The scale and nature of runoff problems there drive the emphasis
of this regulatory tie-in, more so than in regions with less surface coal mining activity.

2. Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTWs) are wastewater treatment
facilities usually owned by which entities?
A. Federal government
B. State, local municipality or Indian tribe
C. Private corporations
D. Nongovernmental organizations

Publicly Owned Treatment Works are owned by state, local municipality or Indian tribe. This reflects how POTWs
function as public utilities that serve a community, with ownership resting in government entities or sovereign
Tribal governments rather than private or nonprofit organizations. The federal government may regulate and
fund these facilities, but ownership typically resides with public bodies such as states, cities, counties, or tribes.
Private corporations or nongovernmental organizations could operate facilities under contract, but they do not
own POTWs.

3. POTWs are wastewater treatment facilities designed to treat domestic
wastewaters and are usually owned by which level of government?
A. Federal government
B. State, local municipality or Indian tribe
C. Private corporations
D. Nongovernmental organizations

Publicly owned treatment works are public utilities that provide wastewater treatment for a community. Because
they serve the public, their ownership and governance typically rest with government entities that oversee local
services. In practice, most POTWs are owned by state, local municipalities, or Indian tribes, with funding and
accountability tied to these public authorities. The federal government’s role is regulatory and supportive, not
owner. Private firms may operate a POTW under contract, but ownership remains with the public entity.
Nongovernmental organizations do not usually own large-scale wastewater infrastructure for public service.
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4. Which term describes facilities that discharge to a POTW for the initial
time?
A. New Indirect dischargers
B. Existing indirect dischargers
C. Nonconventional pollutants
D. Priority pollutants

This item tests knowledge of how facilities are classified when they discharge into a POTW. When a facility
begins discharging into a POTW for the first time, it is described as a new indirect discharger. The term “new”
signals the initial entry into the POTW system, which has implications for permitting and pretreatment review. In
contrast, an existing indirect discharger is already discharging into the POTW prior to the current permit, so its
status reflects ongoing activity rather than an initial connection.  The other terms describe pollutant aspects
rather than discharge status. Nonconventional pollutants refer to pollutant categories that are not considered
conventional in treatment or regulation, and priority pollutants are a specific list of hazardous pollutants; neither
term designates whether the discharge is new to the POTW.

5. Wetlands are defined as which areas?
A. Swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas
B. Deserts with rare rainfall
C. High mountain talus slopes
D. Coastal dunes only

Wetlands are areas that are regularly saturated with water long enough to influence the soil and plant life,
creating hydric soils and conditions that support water-loving vegetation. Swamps, marshes, and bogs are
classic examples because each type features standing or slow-moving water and vegetation adapted to
saturated soils. These features distinguish wetlands from dry deserts or arid regions, from high mountain talus
slopes that are rocky and not waterlogged, and from coastal dunes, which are typically dry and sandy rather than
saturated.

6. Dredge and fill activities regulated under Section 404 because?
A. To control air quality
B. To protect navigation channels
C. Because dredge/fill can significantly affect wetlands and waters of the United

States; to protect aquatic resources
D. To regulate fishing

The main idea is that Section 404 exists to protect wetlands and other waters of the United States from the
impacts of discharging dredged or fill material. Dredge and fill activities can substantially alter wetlands and
aquatic habitats by changing hydrology, sediment regimes, and water quality, which can lead to losses of fish
and wildlife habitat and degraded aquatic resources. To prevent these harms, the Army Corps of Engineers
issues permits (with EPA oversight) and requires avoidance, minimization, and, when needed, mitigation for
unavoidable impacts. This framework helps ensure that activities like construction, grading, or fill in or near
wetlands and other waters don’t irreversibly damage valuable aquatic ecosystems. The other choices point to
different environmental authorities: air quality falls under the Clean Air Act, navigation protection is mainly a
matter under laws governing navigable waters (like the Rivers and Harbors Act), and fishing regulation is handled
by fisheries statutes.
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7. Which section established the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit program?
A. Section 301.
B. Section 303.
C. Section 402.
D. Section 404.

The NPDES permit program is created by the section of the Clean Water Act that authorizes the granting of
permits for discharges into U.S. waters and lays out how those permits are issued, monitored, and enforced.
While Section 301 sets the general prohibition on discharges unless authorized, the actual permitting
framework—the NPDES program—comes from Section 402. This section specifically provides the authority for
issuing NPDES permits, defining permit conditions, and enabling states to administer the program with EPA
oversight. The other sections cover related but distinct topics: Section 303 deals with water quality standards
and total maximum daily loads; Section 404 regulates dredge and fill activities (mainly through the Army Corps
of Engineers); and Section 301 establishes the overall prohibition that makes permitting necessary. Hence,
Section 402 is the one that established the NPDES permit program.

8. Water quality trading (WQT) is an option for compliance with which
regulation?
A. NPDES permit
B. WQBEL
C. TMDL
D. SDWA

Water quality trading is a market-based method to meet water quality-based effluent limitations in NPDES
permits. It lets a discharger satisfy its WQBEL by purchasing credits from other sources that have achieved
additional pollutant reductions, ensuring the receiving water body continues to meet its water quality standards
overall. While the permit itself governs the discharge and specifies the WQBEL, the trading mechanism is
specifically used to comply with those water-quality-based limits. TMDLs set the overall allocations that can
drive trading activity, but trading is not the regulation created by TMDLs, and SDWA governs drinking water, not
this permit-based compliance.

9. What does SDWIS stand for?
A. Safe drinking water information service
B. Safe drinking water information standard
C. Safe drinking water information system
D. System for drinking water information

SDWIS stands for Safe Drinking Water Information System. This is the EPA’s nationwide data system that
collects and stores information about public drinking-water systems, including system details, monitoring
results, violations of drinking-water standards, and enforcement actions. It helps regulators, water utilities, and
the public track compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act and supports reporting and decision-making with
centralized, up-to-date information. The other phrasings describe a service or standard rather than the
established system name, so they don’t match the official title.
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10. BPT stands for?
A. Best practical control technology currently available
B. Best practical control technology currently applicable
C. Best practicable control technology currently available
D. Best practical control technology most available

Best practicable control technology currently available is the standard used for conventional pollutant limits
under the Clean Water Act. It reflects the most effective treatment technology that is reasonably feasible to
implement at a facility at the time the permit is issued, balancing technology performance with cost. The word
“practicable” signals feasibility given current technology, and “currently available” means the technology is
accessible now, not just theoretically possible. The other phrasings don’t match the official term used in CWA
permitting.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://cleanwateract.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://cleanwateract.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions  v-1784615645 | Page 15

SAMPLE


