Child Protection

Investigation Specialist
(CPIS) Practice Exam
(Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

This is a sample study guide. To access the full version with hundreds of

questions,




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide, visit https://childprotectioninvestigation.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e s eeaaes
Table of Contents ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieaan.
INtroducCtion ..........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieieieaeaaas
How to Use This Guide ............cccoveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininaas
[0 11 =77 5 0 ) 4 1t
ANSWERT'S .oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieieeseaseaseasososoasonsoassasonsonsonssnssnsons
EXplanations ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiietiietinseiaeosnconsconsenasonnes

LN T ] 1= 0 1

Sample study guide, visit https://childprotectioninvestigation.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.

7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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1. What information is typically contained in a timeline?
A. Who, What, When, Where Statements
B. Parental consent forms
C. Therapeutic recommendations
D. Insurance documentation

2. What must occur within 24 hours of receiving a child
protection report?

A. A good faith determination of abuse or neglect
B. A decision to terminate the investigation

C. A report to law enforcement

D. A preliminary interview with the child

3. Which is an example of a critical decision made by a
supervisor?

A. Initiating a safety plan
B. Providing therapy options
C. Documenting case notes

D. Processing claims for financial assistance

4. In child protection investigations, what should a
professional contact facilitate?

A. Liability assessments for caregivers

B. Better understanding of the child's environment
C. Connections for community resources

D. Legal representation for the child

5. Does CPR cause retinal hemorrhaging?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Only in certain conditions
D. Uncertain
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6. What is the purpose of a handoff staffing meeting in child
protection?

A. To assign new cases to investigators

B. To discuss case information regarding a case request
C. To review past investigation outcomes

D. To evaluate team performance

7. What type of information should be included in a report of
suspected abuse or neglect?

A. Detailed personal information about the family
B. A statement of concern and any relevant facts
C. Only the child’s name and address

D. Information on the parents' public records

8. Who represents the best interest of the child victim during
legal proceedings?

A. Child Welfare Advocate
B. Parent or Guardian

C. Attorney representing the best interest of the child victim
D. Social Worker

9. Which directive emphasizes collaboration in keeping
siblings together during placements?

A. BH Decree

B. Burgos Decree

C. Aristotle P. Decree
D. Norman Funds

10. What is the expected outcome of a safety plan?
A. It must be lengthy and detailed
B. It should have an immediate effect

C. It must only apply to school environments
D. It requires monthly revisions
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Answers
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Explanations
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1. What information is typically contained in a timeline?
A. Who, What, When, Where Statements
B. Parental consent forms

C. Therapeutic recommendations
D. Insurance documentation

A timeline serves as a structured representation of events in chronological order,
providing clarity and context to a case. Typically, it includes essential details such as who
was involved in the events, what those events were (including significant actions taken or
incidents that occurred), when each event happened, and where they took place. This
format helps investigators visualize the sequence and context of interactions or
incidents, which is crucial in child protection investigations to ascertain patterns or
concerns. The other options focus on specific documentation that is important in
different contexts but do not directly relate to the chronological recounting of events.
For example, parental consent forms are necessary for legal and procedural compliance
but do not convey the timeline of occurrences in a case. Similarly, therapeutic
recommendations and insurance documentation are also critical documents but serve
different purposes and do not encapsulate the chronological framework that a timeline
provides. This clarity makes the timeline a valuable tool for investigators in analyzing
cases and supporting their findings with a logical flow of events.

2. What must occur within 24 hours of receiving a child
protection report?

A. A good faith determination of abuse or neglect
B. A decision to terminate the investigation

C. A report to law enforcement

D. A preliminary interview with the child

A good faith determination of abuse or neglect within 24 hours of receiving a child
protection report is crucial because it establishes the initial assessment of whether the
report warrants further investigation. This assessment is vital for ensuring the safety and
well-being of the child involved. By making this determination promptly, child protection
agencies can prioritize cases that may pose an immediate risk to the child and allocate
resources efficiently to those in need. This timely response helps in addressing potential
threats and initiating protective services when necessary. In contrast, while law
enforcement may need to be involved in some cases, it's not universally required within
such a strict timeframe. Similarly, decisions to terminate an investigation would typically
occur after a thorough review rather than immediately following the report. Preliminary
interviews with the child, though important for gathering information, may take longer

than 24 hours to arrange, especially considering the need for careful planning to ensure
the child's emotional and psychological safety.
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3. Which is an example of a critical decision made by a
supervisor?

A. Initiating a safety plan
B. Providing therapy options

C. Documenting case notes
D. Processing claims for financial assistance

A critical decision made by a supervisor often involves significant implications for the
safety and well-being of individuals involved in a case, particularly in the context of child
protection. Initiating a safety plan is a prime example of such a decision because it
directly addresses the immediate needs of a child or family facing potential risks or
threats. This step requires the supervisor to assess the situation thoroughly, coordinate
resources, and make informed choices that will affect the safety and stability of those
involved. This type of decision typically involves collaboration with various stakeholders
and requires a deep understanding of the case, the dynamics at play, and the potential
outcomes of different interventions. It is not just about procedural tasks; it is about
making impactful choices that prioritize and protect vulnerable populations. In contrast,
actions like providing therapy options, documenting case notes, or processing claims for
financial assistance can be essential components of the overall case management
process, but they are generally more operational or administrative in nature. While
important, these activities do not carry the same level of urgency or critical nature in
terms of immediate child safety as initiating a safety plan does.

4. In child protection investigations, what should a
professional contact facilitate?

A. Liability assessments for caregivers

B. Better understanding of the child's environment
C. Connections for community resources

D. Legal representation for the child

In child protection investigations, a professional contact is crucial for facilitating a
better understanding of the child's environment. This understanding is essential because
it helps investigators gather detailed information regarding the child's living conditions,
relationships with caregivers and family members, and overall wellbeing. By analyzing
the child's environment, professionals can identify potential risks to the child's safety
and determine the resources needed to support the child's welfare. This focus allows
investigators to assess the context in which the child is living, which is key to making
informed decisions regarding protection and intervention. Insight into the child's
environment also aids in evaluating the suitability of caregivers and identifying any
immediate dangers that may exist. While connections to community resources, liability
assessments, and legal representation are significant aspects of child protection, they
function as part of a broader effort to ensure the child’s safety and do not directly
capture the primary aim of gaining a thorough understanding of the child’s immediate
environment. This understanding serves as the foundation for all subsequent actions and
decisions made in the investigation.
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5. Does CPR cause retinal hemorrhaging?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Only in certain conditions
D. Uncertain

The assertion that cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) causes retinal hemorrhaging is
backed by clinical evidence and understanding of the physiological effects of CPR.
Retinal hemorrhages can occur due to a variety of factors, including trauma, underlying
medical conditions, or other violent physical processes, but training and practice indicate
that the mechanical nature of CPR, which involves chest compressions and artificial
ventilation, does not inherently result in retinal hemorrhaging. In most cases, CPR is a
life-saving procedure aimed at preserving brain function and circulation in a victim who
is not breathing or whose heart has stopped. The compressions applied during CPR
primarily affect the thorax and do not typically transmit force in a manner that would
result in bleeding within the eye. Additionally, studies and medical literature have not
established a direct correlation between CPR and the occurrence of retinal hemorrhages.
This understanding of the mechanics of CPR and its intended outcome distinguishes it
clearly from conditions that might lead to retinal hemorrhaging due to other causes.

6. What is the purpose of a handoff staffing meeting in child
protection?

A. To assign new cases to investigators

B. To discuss case information regarding a case request
C. To review past investigation outcomes
D. To evaluate team performance

The purpose of a handoff staffing meeting in child protection is centered on discussing
case information regarding a case request. This type of meeting plays a crucial role in
ensuring a smooth transition and continuity of care when cases are passed from one
investigator or team to another. During the handoff, participants share important details
about the case, including pertinent background information, current concerns, and any
actions that need to be prioritized going forward. This collaborative approach helps to
maintain the integrity of the case management process and ensures that all relevant
information is communicated effectively among team members, enhancing the safety and
protection of the child involved. Other options, while related to case management, do
not accurately reflect the specific focus of a handoff staffing meeting. Assigning new
cases refers to the onboarding of investigations but is not the core purpose of a handoff.
Reviewing past investigation outcomes focuses on evaluations of previous cases, which
might occur in separate meetings dedicated to performance reviews. Evaluating team
performance looks at how the team functions collectively rather than the nuances of case
transfers. Each of these functions is important in child protection work, but the heart of
a handoff staffing meeting specifically lies in the exchange and clarification of case
information for ongoing management.
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7. What type of information should be included in a report of
suspected abuse or neglect?

A. Detailed personal information about the family
B. A statement of concern and any relevant facts

C. Only the child’s name and address
D. Information on the parents' public records

The inclusion of a statement of concern and relevant facts in a report of suspected abuse
or neglect is essential for several reasons. This type of information provides the
necessary context for investigators and authorities to understand the situation and
assess the potential risk to the child. A clear statement of concern articulates why the
individual reporting believes abuse or neglect may be occurring, which can aid in
prioritizing the case and determining the appropriate response. Additionally, relevant
facts such as observations or behaviors witnessed, dates and times of incidents, and any
specific incidents of concern give investigators concrete information to work with. This
balance of subjective and objective details is crucial in child protection investigations, as
it allows for a comprehensive assessment of the child's safety. In contrast, while
personal information about the family is sometimes necessary, it should not overshadow
the immediate concerns for the child's welfare. Simply providing the child’s name and
address lacks critical context and does not sufficiently inform decision-makers about
potential risks. Similarly, focusing solely on parents' public records does not relate
directly to the child's current safety or the specifics of the suspected abuse or neglect.
Overall, including a statement of concern along with relevant facts is the most effective
approach for a thorough investigation.

8. Who represents the best interest of the child victim during
legal proceedings?

A. Child Welfare Advocate
B. Parent or Guardian

C. Attorney representing the best interest of the child victim
D. Social Worker

In legal proceedings involving child victims, the role of an attorney specifically
representing the best interest of the child is crucial. This attorney is trained to navigate
the complexities of the legal system while prioritizing the child's welfare, ensuring their
rights and needs are articulated and protected. The attorney's obligation is to advocate
for outcomes that truly reflect what is in the child's best interests, which may not always
align with the desires of the parents, guardians, or other parties involved. This legal
representation is distinct from the roles of a child welfare advocate, parent or guardian,
or social worker, as those parties may have differing priorities or conflicts of interest.
The child's attorney focuses solely on the child's perspective, ensuring that the voice of
the child is heard and considered in all proceedings. By having an attorney in place
specifically for the child, the legal system aims to uphold the child's rights, providing a
dedicated advocate who can engage with the complexities of their situation more
effectively than other roles might be able to.
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9. Which directive emphasizes collaboration in keeping
siblings together during placements?

A. BH Decree

B. Burgos Decree

C. Aristotle P. Decree
D. Norman Funds

The Aristotle P. Decree emphasizes the importance of maintaining sibling connections
during out-of-home placements, reinforcing the concept that siblings share vital
emotional bonds that should be preserved whenever possible. This directive prioritizes
sibling relationships in the context of child welfare, recognizing that these connections
can significantly impact the emotional wellbeing and stability of children who may
already be facing the trauma of separation from their families. In practice, the decree
encourages social workers and child protection agencies to make concerted efforts to
place siblings together whenever feasible, or at the very least, ensure regular contact
between them if joint placement is not achievable. By highlighting this focus on sibling
unity, the Aristotle P. Decree underscores the principles of family-centered care and the
necessity of considering the attachment needs of children during the placement process.
This approach aligns with contemporary best practices in child welfare, supporting a
holistic perspective on the needs of children in the system. The other options do not
specifically address the significance of keeping siblings together during placements,
making the Aristotle P. Decree the key directive on this important aspect of child
protection.

10. What is the expected outcome of a safety plan?
A. It must be lengthy and detailed
B. It should have an immediate effect
C. It must only apply to school environments
D. It requires monthly revisions

The expected outcome of a safety plan is that it should have an immediate effect. Safety
plans are designed to provide immediate protective measures to ensure the well-being of
children and reduce potential risks. The primary aim is to create a safe environment
quickly, responding effectively to identified threats or concerns regarding a child's
safety. Immediate implementation is crucial because delays could expose the child to
ongoing or further harm. Thus, drafting a safety plan involves collaborating with family
members, professionals, and relevant stakeholders to address urgent safety issues and
establish protective interventions right away. While plans may evolve and be reviewed
periodically, the essence of a safety plan centers on providing swift and actionable
solutions to prevent harm. This focus on immediate impact is what distinguishes effective
safety plans in the child protection context from other types of planning that may
prioritize length, detail, or specific environments.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://childprotectioninvestigation.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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