
Chicago Department of
Aviation (CDA) Ground
Motor Vehicle Practice Test
(Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://cdagroundmotorvehicle.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://cdagroundmotorvehicle.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://cdagroundmotorvehicle.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. Where must all ground support equipment and ground
motor vehicles not in operation be parked?
A. Near terminal entrances
B. Within the airline tenant lease hold lines
C. In designated service areas only
D. Outside security perimeter fences

2. What actions should drivers avoid while driving at the
airport to ensure safety?
A. Looking out for pedestrians
B. Carrying passengers
C. Engaging in activities that distract them
D. Maintaining speed limits

3. What should an operator do before entering ground motor
vehicle traffic lanes?
A. Accelerate
B. Make a turn signal
C. Yield the right-of-way
D. Wait for two minutes

4. What does the “Yield” sign at airport intersections indicate
to drivers?
A. To stop completely
B. To give way to other vehicles or pedestrians
C. To proceed without stopping
D. To speed up and merge

5. What type of permit is needed for commercial vehicle
operations at the airport?
A. A state-issued commercial vehicle permit
B. A CDA-issued commercial vehicle permit
C. A federal vehicle operation permit
D. A temporary commercial vehicle permit
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6. What are "No Parking" zones typically marked with at the
airport?
A. Fencing and barriers
B. Signage and painted curb markings
C. Traffic cones and ropes
D. Flags and lights

7. What is one of the duties of the FAA in relation to airport
safety?
A. Monitoring only commercial flights
B. Investigating all surface incidents
C. Implementing taxiway improvements
D. Issuing weather updates

8. Which of the following activities is prohibited while
operating a vehicle at the airport?
A. Using a cell phone without a hands-free device
B. Looking at a GPS device while driving
C. Listening to music through headphones
D. Eating and drinking in the vehicle

9. How can drivers ensure they are following airport
pedestrian traffic rules?
A. By watching for vehicles only
B. By relying on their instinct
C. By obeying posted signs and signals
D. By checking the weather conditions

10. Which behavior is crucial for drivers to avoid while
entering and exiting airport areas?
A. Making sudden stops
B. Ignoring traffic signals
C. Not checking blind spots
D. All of the above
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. A
9. C
10. D
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Explanations
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1. Where must all ground support equipment and ground
motor vehicles not in operation be parked?
A. Near terminal entrances
B. Within the airline tenant lease hold lines
C. In designated service areas only
D. Outside security perimeter fences

The requirement for parking ground support equipment and ground motor vehicles not
in operation within the airline tenant leasehold lines is crucial for maintaining
operational efficiency and safety at the airport. This area is specifically designated for
airline-related activities, ensuring that vehicles and equipment are close to the terminals
and operational areas without disrupting passenger flow or service.   Parking equipment
in this designated space helps minimize potential hazards and allows for better
management of space within the airport premises. Additionally, it aids in maintaining a
clear and organized environment for airport operations, facilitating easier access for
grounded vehicles to return to service when necessary. This locations ensures that
vehicles do not interfere with emergency access routes or other important operational
areas, which is essential for airport functioning and safety protocols.  The other options
do not meet these operational and safety requirements. For example, near terminal
entrances could disrupt passenger movement, while outside security perimeter fences
may create security vulnerabilities. Designated service areas only refers to specific zones
intended for active usage rather than parking non-operational vehicles. Thus, the
selected option correctly indicates where these vehicles should be parked.

2. What actions should drivers avoid while driving at the
airport to ensure safety?
A. Looking out for pedestrians
B. Carrying passengers
C. Engaging in activities that distract them
D. Maintaining speed limits

Engaging in activities that distract drivers is crucial to avoid while driving at the airport,
as distractions can significantly impair their ability to react quickly and safely to the
dynamic environment that often includes pedestrians, other vehicles, and various airport
operations. Airports are high-traffic areas where vigilance is paramount, and distractions
can lead to accidents or unsafe situations.  Drivers need to remain focused on their
surroundings, including monitoring for sudden movements from pedestrians or other
vehicles, and keeping their attention on driving tasks. This means avoiding the use of
mobile phones, adjusting radio settings, or engaging in any other behavior that diverts
their attention from the road. Prioritizing concentration helps ensure that drivers can
respond appropriately to unexpected situations, contributing to overall airport safety.   In
contrast, actions such as looking out for pedestrians, carrying passengers, and
maintaining speed limits are all necessary and responsible behaviors that promote safety
in the airport environment. Recognizing and avoiding distractions thus stands out as a
critical practice for safe driving at airports.
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3. What should an operator do before entering ground motor
vehicle traffic lanes?
A. Accelerate
B. Make a turn signal
C. Yield the right-of-way
D. Wait for two minutes

Before entering ground motor vehicle traffic lanes, it is crucial for an operator to yield
the right-of-way. This practice ensures that the operator assesses the situation and
allows existing traffic to pass safely before merging or entering the lanes. Yielding the
right-of-way is a fundamental rule of the road that enhances safety for all road users,
preventing potential accidents and ensuring a smoother flow of traffic.  When a vehicle is
about to enter a lane where there is already moving traffic, ensuring that it is safe to do
so is essential. This not only helps in maintaining order but also fosters a culture of
awareness and caution among drivers. By yielding, operators demonstrate responsibility
and consideration for other vehicles, which is particularly important in busy
environments like those managed by the Chicago Department of Aviation, where traffic
can be heavy and unpredictable.

4. What does the “Yield” sign at airport intersections indicate
to drivers?
A. To stop completely
B. To give way to other vehicles or pedestrians
C. To proceed without stopping
D. To speed up and merge

The "Yield" sign at airport intersections indicates to drivers that they need to give way to
other vehicles or pedestrians that have the right of way. This sign is crucial for traffic
management, especially in busy airport environments where the movement of various
vehicles and pedestrians can become complex. By yielding, drivers can help ensure that
traffic flows smoothly and safely. It encourages awareness of surrounding traffic
conditions and allows for safe navigation through potentially congested areas.   In
contrast to simply stopping completely, as indicated by a stop sign, or proceeding without
stopping—which can lead to dangerous situations—yielding helps prevent accidents and
ensures that all road users are kept safe, particularly in the dynamic setting of an
airport. The sign plays a vital role in helping drivers understand when to allow others to
proceed ahead of them.
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5. What type of permit is needed for commercial vehicle
operations at the airport?
A. A state-issued commercial vehicle permit
B. A CDA-issued commercial vehicle permit
C. A federal vehicle operation permit
D. A temporary commercial vehicle permit

A CDA-issued commercial vehicle permit is required for commercial vehicle operations at
the airport. This permit is specifically designed to regulate and manage commercial
activities within the airport's jurisdiction, ensuring that all vehicles operating at the
airport conform to safety, security, and operational standards defined by the Chicago
Department of Aviation. The CDA has established these protocols to maintain the
integrity of airport operations, ensure compliance with local regulations, and facilitate a
smooth flow of transportation in the airport environment.    Other permits mentioned,
such as a state-issued commercial vehicle permit or federal vehicle operation permit,
typically govern broader legislative mandates that are not tailored to the specific
operational requirements of an airport environment. A temporary commercial vehicle
permit may also exist, but it would not replace the need for the CDA-issued permit to
conduct ongoing commercial activities at the airport. Therefore, the CDA-issued permit
is the appropriate and necessary documentation for commercial vehicle operations in this
context.

6. What are "No Parking" zones typically marked with at the
airport?
A. Fencing and barriers
B. Signage and painted curb markings
C. Traffic cones and ropes
D. Flags and lights

"No Parking" zones at the airport are designated to ensure safe and efficient operations,
particularly for the movement of passengers, luggage, and emergency vehicles. These
zones are typically marked with signage and painted curb markings to provide clear and
visible indications that parking is not allowed.   Signage informs drivers of the
restrictions and any relevant regulations, while painted curb markings serve as a visual
cue that helps reinforce these rules. The combination of these two methods makes it
easier for drivers to recognize where they cannot park, thereby minimizing confusion and
enhancing compliance with the regulations. Furthermore, effective signage and markings
are critical in high-traffic areas like airports, where the flow of vehicles must be managed
carefully to prevent congestion and ensure the safety of both passengers and airport
operations.
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7. What is one of the duties of the FAA in relation to airport
safety?
A. Monitoring only commercial flights
B. Investigating all surface incidents
C. Implementing taxiway improvements
D. Issuing weather updates

One of the primary duties of the FAA regarding airport safety is to investigate all surface
incidents. This responsibility ensures that any accidents or near misses on airport
surfaces are thoroughly examined to identify causes, contributing factors, and potential
safety improvements. Investigating these incidents is crucial for enhancing the overall
safety of airport operations, allowing for better policies, procedures, and training to
prevent future occurrences. By focusing on all surface incidents, the FAA helps maintain
high safety standards in aviation operations, which includes not just takeoff and landing
phases but also ground movements where collisions or accidents can occur.   The other
options do not represent the FAA's primary responsibility concerning airport safety.
Monitoring only commercial flights reflects a limited scope, as safety oversight
encompasses all flight operations, including general aviation. Implementing taxiway
improvements can be a part of the FAA's role, but it is typically a result of findings and
recommendations from investigations rather than a direct duty. Issuing weather updates
is generally handled by the National Weather Service, although the FAA may relay
important weather information relevant to aviation safety; it is not the FAA's primary
focus concerning airport safety responsibilities.

8. Which of the following activities is prohibited while
operating a vehicle at the airport?
A. Using a cell phone without a hands-free device
B. Looking at a GPS device while driving
C. Listening to music through headphones
D. Eating and drinking in the vehicle

Using a cell phone without a hands-free device while operating a vehicle at the airport is
prohibited due to safety concerns. This regulation is in place to minimize distractions for
drivers, ensuring their full attention is on the road and surrounding environment, which
is critical in a busy airport setting. The focus on maintaining safety is paramount, as the
airport can have complex traffic patterns and numerous pedestrians.  Allowing the use of
a hands-free device offers a compromise by enabling communication while keeping the
driver's attention on driving. However, using a handheld device diverts attention from the
road, increasing the risk of accidents. This regulation aligns with broader traffic safety
laws that aim to reduce collisions and enhance overall safety in high-traffic areas like
airports.
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9. How can drivers ensure they are following airport
pedestrian traffic rules?
A. By watching for vehicles only
B. By relying on their instinct
C. By obeying posted signs and signals
D. By checking the weather conditions

Obeying posted signs and signals is crucial for drivers to ensure they follow airport
pedestrian traffic rules. Airports are complex environments with a high volume of
pedestrian and vehicle traffic, which makes clear communication through signage and
signals essential for safety and efficiency. These signs and signals provide specific
information regarding speed limits, restricted areas, pedestrian crossings, and other
important rules that respect the shared airspace between pedestrians and vehicles.
Adhering to these guidelines not only helps prevent accidents but also promotes a
harmonious flow of traffic within the airport premises.   Other options do not promote
safety or compliance with the established traffic rules. For example, simply watching for
vehicles may lead to oversights regarding pedestrians or traffic signals. Relying on
instinct can result in unsafe decisions due to the unpredictable nature of airport
environments. Checking weather conditions, while important for safe driving, does not
directly relate to adhering to pedestrian traffic rules or airport regulations. Therefore,
following posted signs and signals is the most effective way for drivers to navigate safely
in airports.

10. Which behavior is crucial for drivers to avoid while
entering and exiting airport areas?
A. Making sudden stops
B. Ignoring traffic signals
C. Not checking blind spots
D. All of the above

The crucial behaviors for drivers to avoid while entering and exiting airport areas include
making sudden stops, ignoring traffic signals, and not checking blind spots. Each of
these actions can significantly compromise safety in an environment that is often busy
and filled with pedestrians, airport staff, and other vehicles.  Making sudden stops can
lead to unexpected traffic disruptions or accidents, particularly in areas where other
vehicles expect a steady flow of movement. Ignoring traffic signals can create confusion
and increase the risk of collisions, as drivers may not know when it is safe to proceed.
Not checking blind spots is equally dangerous, as it may prevent drivers from seeing
pedestrians or other vehicles that are nearby, leading to potentially serious accidents. 
Thus, understanding and avoiding these behaviors is essential for maintaining safety in
airport areas, where heightened caution is necessary due to the complex traffic patterns
and the presence of various airport operations.
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