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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. The CSS certification credential indicates what?
A. It certifies individuals as Certified Sanctions Supervisors.
B. It certifies as Certified Sanctions Analysts.
C. It certifies individuals as Certified Sanctions Specialists.
D. It certifies as Certified Sanctions Officers.

2. Which statement best describes the relationship between UN sanctions and
EU obligations?
A. The EU is free to adopt UN sanctions only if it chooses.
B. UN sanctions are not self-executing; the EU commits to applying them as part

of its obligations.
C. The EU ignores UN sanctions when it conflicts with member state laws.
D. The EU can create its own sanctions independently of the UN.

3. Penalties for sanctions violations can include which of the following?
A. Fines, administrative measures (like revocation of licenses), strengthening

internal compliance systems, imprisonment for egregious violations, and
designation as a sanctioned party.

B. Fines only.
C. Administrative measures only.
D. Public apologies.

4. Which statement about the CSS exam credits is true?
A. Credits can be earned through education, professional certification, and

experience.
B. Credits are earned only through paid internships
C. Credits are not required for eligibility
D. Credits must be earned only after passing the exam

5. What term is used for decisions that broaden or narrow the scope of
sanctions?
A. Implementing Decisions
B. Regulations
C. Council Decisions
D. Decisions
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6. Which entities are typically subject to UN sanctions lists?
A. Only countries
B. Individuals and entities
C. Only corporations
D. Only non-state actors

7. What effect may occur when the Security Council merely considers action
on a situation?
A. Sanctions are automatically imposed
B. The involved parties may change their behavior
C. The situation becomes legally binding
D. Peacekeeping forces are deployed

8. Between 232 and 225 B.C., Rome prohibited the sale of which metals to the
Gauls?
A. Gold or Silver
B. Grain
C. Leather
D. Iron

9. What is an example of a narrower economic measure regarding Crimea?
A. The import into the Union of goods originating in Crimea or Sevastopol shall

be prohibited
B. A total ban on imports from Crimea
C. Travel bans on Crimea residents
D. An embargo on all Crimean goods

10. What was the U.S. response to Fidel Castro purchasing arms from the
Soviet Union?
A. The U.S. lifted restrictions on Cuba.
B. The U.S. imposed a trade embargo on Cuba.
C. The U.S. provided weapons to Cuba.
D. The U.S. negotiated a mutual defense pact.
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. C
4. B
5. D
6. B
7. B
8. A
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. The CSS certification credential indicates what?
A. It certifies individuals as Certified Sanctions Supervisors.
B. It certifies as Certified Sanctions Analysts.
C. It certifies individuals as Certified Sanctions Specialists.
D. It certifies as Certified Sanctions Officers.

The main idea here is understanding what the CSS credential represents in sanctions compliance. When
someone holds the designation of Certified Sanctions Specialist, it signals that they have demonstrated
specialized knowledge and proficiency in sanctions programs—how to identify applicable sanctions, interpret
restrictions, perform risk assessments, design and implement screening and due diligence, and stay current with
evolving regulations.  This is the best choice because the acronym CSS literally stands for Certified Sanctions
Specialist, confirming the holder is recognized as a specialist in sanctions matters. The other titles—Supervisor,
Analyst, or Officer—describe roles or functions, not the formal certification name. They may exist as job titles or
responsibilities, but they don’t define the credential itself. The CSS credential emphasizes formal recognition of
expertise in sanctions compliance, often tied to passing an exam and maintaining competency through
continuing education.

2. Which statement best describes the relationship between UN sanctions and
EU obligations?
A. The EU is free to adopt UN sanctions only if it chooses.
B. UN sanctions are not self-executing; the EU commits to applying them as part

of its obligations.
C. The EU ignores UN sanctions when it conflicts with member state laws.
D. The EU can create its own sanctions independently of the UN.

UN sanctions bind the EU as part of its international obligations, but they are not automatically enforceable
within EU law. A Security Council resolution must be implemented through EU instruments or national
transposition in order to have effect across all member states. That means the EU commits to applying these
sanctions as part of its legal duties, ensuring uniformity and preventing gaps in enforcement. The other
statements describe options the EU does not take: it cannot simply choose to apply or ignore UN sanctions, nor
can it operate completely independently of UN requirements in this area. The EU may at times go beyond UN
measures with its own sanctions, but the obligation to apply UN sanctions remains.

3. Penalties for sanctions violations can include which of the following?
A. Fines, administrative measures (like revocation of licenses), strengthening

internal compliance systems, imprisonment for egregious violations, and
designation as a sanctioned party.

B. Fines only.
C. Administrative measures only.
D. Public apologies.

Penalties for sanctions violations include a range of enforcement actions, not just one type. Regulators can
impose monetary fines and criminal penalties like imprisonment for egregious violations, and they can also take
regulatory actions such as revoking or suspending licenses and designating a party as a sanctioned entity. In
many cases, authorities may require improvements to a company’s internal compliance programs as part of
enforcement. Because of this broad spectrum, the most comprehensive choice is the one that lists fines,
administrative measures (like license revocation), imprisonment for serious violations, and designation as a
sanctioned party. Public apologies are not a standard sanction in sanctions enforcement, and options that focus
only on fines or only on administrative measures miss other permissible penalties.
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4. Which statement about the CSS exam credits is true?
A. Credits can be earned through education, professional certification, and

experience.
B. Credits are earned only through paid internships
C. Credits are not required for eligibility
D. Credits must be earned only after passing the exam

The main idea here is how the CSS exam credits are earned and what counts as a qualifying activity to
demonstrate readiness for the exam. The statement that credits are earned only through paid internships is
presented as the true option because, in this context, the exam defines credits as verifiable, hands-on work
experience obtained through a paid internship. A paid internship provides a structured setting with supervision,
measurable tasks, and an employer-backed track record, which makes the credits traceable and meaningful for
eligibility purposes. While education, professional certification, or general experience can build knowledge and
skills, they are not described in this framework as credit-earning activities for the exam. So, recognizing that the
program specifies paid internships as the route for earning exam credits explains why this option is considered
true.

5. What term is used for decisions that broaden or narrow the scope of
sanctions?
A. Implementing Decisions
B. Regulations
C. Council Decisions
D. Decisions

The key idea is recognizing the terminology for actions that change which entities, sectors, or geographies are
covered by sanctions. When a sanctions regime adjusts its measures—expanding or narrowing who or what is
sanctioned—that action is issued as a formal decision. The most accurate, general term for these
scope-changing actions is simply the "Decisions" of the sanctioning body. It covers both widening and
narrowing of the measures.   Implementing decisions describe how to apply existing sanctions, not the scope
itself. Regulations are the binding rules that establish the sanctions framework, rather than the act of altering
scope. Council decisions are specific to a particular governing body; the question asks for the general term used
for scope changes, which is the broad term "Decisions."

6. Which entities are typically subject to UN sanctions lists?
A. Only countries
B. Individuals and entities
C. Only corporations
D. Only non-state actors

Targeted restrictions are placed on people and organizations, not just on countries. UN sanctions lists are
designed to identify individuals (natural persons) and entities (corporations, banks, groups, or other legal bodies)
that should face asset freezes, travel bans, or trade restrictions. Naming individuals allows authorities to disrupt
the networks and financial flows that support illicit activity, such as terrorism, proliferation, or human rights
abuses, without blanketly harming entire countries or their populations. While states can be affected by
sanctions through broader measures, the lists themselves are built around designated individuals and entities.
That’s why the option describing individuals and entities fits best.
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7. What effect may occur when the Security Council merely considers action
on a situation?
A. Sanctions are automatically imposed
B. The involved parties may change their behavior
C. The situation becomes legally binding
D. Peacekeeping forces are deployed

The key idea is that even the mere consideration of action by the Security Council sends a warning signal that
future penalties or measures may be imposed. That signaling can prompt parties involved to adjust their
behavior to avoid sanctions or harsher steps, serving as a deterrent. This is why changing behavior in response
to potential but not yet adopted measures is the most fitting effect.  Sanctions aren’t automatically imposed
simply because the Council is considering action; a formal resolution is needed to create binding measures. The
situation becoming legally binding or peacekeeping forces being deployed also requires specific Council
decisions or mandates, not just consideration.

8. Between 232 and 225 B.C., Rome prohibited the sale of which metals to the
Gauls?
A. Gold or Silver
B. Grain
C. Leather
D. Iron

Targeting hard currency is a powerful sanctions tool because it directly cripples an adversary’s ability to pay,
trade, and mint coins. In this period, Rome limited the sale of gold and silver to the Gauls, cutting off the metals
that underpin coinage and monetary power. Without access to bullion for minting coins, the Gauls would find it
harder to finance troops, treaties, or purchases, undermining their wartime capabilities. Grain, leather, and iron
are important but don’t directly strike at financial leverage the way precious metals do, so restricting those
would miss the central effect of cutting off currency. Therefore, gold or silver is the correct focus of this ban.

9. What is an example of a narrower economic measure regarding Crimea?
A. The import into the Union of goods originating in Crimea or Sevastopol shall

be prohibited
B. A total ban on imports from Crimea
C. Travel bans on Crimea residents
D. An embargo on all Crimean goods

A restriction that prohibits imports into the Union of goods originating in Crimea or Sevastopol is an example of
a narrower economic measure because it targets a specific source region and a focused set of goods, rather
than imposing an across-the-board restriction. It limits only what comes from Crimea or Sevastopol, making it
geographicaIly targeted and commodity-specific. In contrast, a total ban on imports from Crimea or an embargo
on all Crimean goods would be broader, affecting all imports from that region rather than just those particular
origin goods. Travel bans on Crimea residents are not economic measures at all, since they restrict people rather
than trade in goods.
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10. What was the U.S. response to Fidel Castro purchasing arms from the
Soviet Union?
A. The U.S. lifted restrictions on Cuba.
B. The U.S. imposed a trade embargo on Cuba.
C. The U.S. provided weapons to Cuba.
D. The U.S. negotiated a mutual defense pact.

The key idea here is that the U.S. used economic sanctions to respond to Cuba’s shift toward the Soviet Union
and its arms purchases. Imposing a trade embargo on Cuba directly targeted the country’s economic lifelines,
aiming to pressure the Castro regime by limiting access to U.S. markets, goods, and hard currency. This choice
reflects the U.S. strategy during the Cold War to deter Soviet influence in the Western Hemisphere by cutting off
economic support that could fuel military procurement and regime stability. The other options would contradict
the historical stance (lifting restrictions, supplying weapons, or seeking a mutual defense pact with Cuba),
making the embargo the most consistent and effective response to Cuba buying arms from the Soviet Union.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://sactionsspecialist.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://sactionsspecialist.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions  v-1784700374 | Page 15

SAMPLE


