
Certified Inspector of
Sediment and Erosion
Control (CISEC) Practice
Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://cisec.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://cisec.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 15...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://cisec.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://cisec.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 4

SA
M

PLE



Questions
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1. Rill and Gullies Erosion is described as
A. Rills up to 3 inches deep; Gullies are formed from three or

more rills converging to depths greater than 3 inches.
B. Rills up to 3 inches deep; Gullies deeper than 3 inches
C. Rills are deeper than Gullies
D. Rills and Gullies are the same thing

2. Not to install silt fence barriers?
A. On level, well-vegetated ground.
B. In areas with slope less than 5%.
C. In front of stabilized outfalls.
D. Where concentrated flows are expected (unless properly

supported) and after construction activities are completed.

3. Which penalty class corresponds to knowingly violations
resulting in greater fines?
A. Class II Knowing
B. Administrative
C. Class I Negligent
D. Civil Penalty

4. Wheel washing (TC 1's): Which observation indicates
proper operation?
A. Is the wheel wash discharging onto the street
B. Is the water color blue
C. Is the system physically large
D. Is the water properly contained?

5. Shoreline erosion is caused by
A. The act of waves
B. Oceanic tides
C. Wind-driven processes
D. Glacier movement
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6. Which project type is described as commercial buildings
with mass grading?
A. Roadway alignment projects
B. Linear stream corridor improvement
C. Small residential additions
D. Commercial buildings with mass grading

7. Which of the following is a concern when using hard
armoring on hillsides?
A. Are animals borrowing in it?
B. Is sediment accumulating on rocks?
C. Is the rock being undercut or collapsing?
D. All of the above.

8. Which statement best describes a hydrograph?
A. A representation of runoff over time
B. A measure of rainfall intensity
C. A diagram of sediment deposition
D. A chart of groundwater levels

9. Gabions are best described as:
A. Rock-filled wooden boxes
B. Plastic bins filled with water
C. Steel mesh cages filled with small rocks
D. Concrete blocks arranged in tiers

10. Sedimentation is the process by which eroded soil
particles are deposited in new locations.
A. True
B. False
C. Sometimes true
D. Not specified
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Answers
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1. A
2. D
3. A
4. D
5. A
6. D
7. D
8. A
9. C
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Rill and Gullies Erosion is described as
A. Rills up to 3 inches deep; Gullies are formed from three or

more rills converging to depths greater than 3 inches.
B. Rills up to 3 inches deep; Gullies deeper than 3 inches
C. Rills are deeper than Gullies
D. Rills and Gullies are the same thing

Rill and gully erosion is described by a size-based progression: small, shallow channels
called rills form from concentrated runoff, typically up to about 3 inches deep. When
several rills converge, their erosive power combines and the channel deepens and
enlarges, creating a gully, usually deeper than 3 inches. This distinction—rills being
shallow and gullies forming from the convergence of multiple rills to greater
depths—captures the practical progression engineers use to classify erosion features. The
idea that gullies are simply any deeper feature or that rills are deeper than gullies
doesn’t fit the observed process, and saying they’re the same thing ignores the clear
difference in scale and formation. In practice, recognizing this helps determine
appropriate stabilization measures: rills may be treated with stabilization and diversion
sooner, while gullies indicate more advanced erosion needing more substantial
remediation.

2. Not to install silt fence barriers?
A. On level, well-vegetated ground.
B. In areas with slope less than 5%.
C. In front of stabilized outfalls.
D. Where concentrated flows are expected (unless properly

supported) and after construction activities are completed.
Silt fences are designed to intercept and slow down sheet runoff from disturbed areas so
sediment can drop out before reaching water bodies. They work best on gentle,
distribu­ted flow and when properly anchored and maintained. In areas where runoff
becomes concentrated, the water speeds up and channelizes through a narrow path,
which can overwhelm a silt fence. The barrier can be bypassed, undermined at the base,
or fail to trap sediment effectively unless you provide substantial support and additional
controls.   Also, if construction has ended, there’s little ongoing disturbance generating
sediment, so installing or leaving a silt fence offers little benefit and can hinder drainage
or become a maintenance burden. In contrast, other controls like energy dissipation
devices, diversion channels, or sediment basins are more appropriate for concentrated
flows, and permanent stabilization replaces temporary practices once the site is
stabilized.
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3. Which penalty class corresponds to knowingly violations
resulting in greater fines?
A. Class II Knowing
B. Administrative
C. Class I Negligent
D. Civil Penalty

Understanding that penalties are tied to the level of intent helps here. When a violation
is knowingly committed, it shows deliberate disregard for the rules, so enforcement
assigns a higher penalty. The designation for known, intentional violations is Class II
Knowing, which carries greater fines. Negligent violations are unintentional and tend to
have lower penalties, administrative penalties relate to enforcement actions rather than a
specific severity level, and Civil Penalty is a broad term for monetary penalties that
doesn’t specify the degree of intent. So the best match for knowingly violations resulting
in greater fines is Class II Knowing.

4. Wheel washing (TC 1's): Which observation indicates
proper operation?
A. Is the wheel wash discharging onto the street
B. Is the water color blue
C. Is the system physically large
D. Is the water properly contained?

Wheel washing is used to remove dirt from tires so mud isn’t carried off the site. The best
sign it’s operating correctly is that the wash water is kept within a contained
system—collected and managed rather than allowed to flow onto the street or into storm
drains. Containment lets sediment settle and be removed safely, and it aligns with permit
requirements for preventing off-site pollution. Discharging to the street shows improper
operation, water color isn’t a reliable performance indicator, and simply having a larger
system doesn’t prove it’s working. So, the correct observation is that the water is
properly contained.

5. Shoreline erosion is caused by
A. The act of waves
B. Oceanic tides
C. Wind-driven processes
D. Glacier movement

Shoreline erosion is driven by the energy of waves as they strike the shore. When waves
break, they apply force to the beach or cliff, causing hydraulic action and abrasion that
wear away rock and sediment. Repeated wave impact over time also undercuts
foundations and transports material along the coast through longshore drift, gradually
moving the shoreline landward. Tides, wind-driven processes, and even glaciers can
influence shoreline shape, but they are not the primary mechanism of erosion in most
coastal settings—the direct, ongoing action of waves is.
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6. Which project type is described as commercial buildings
with mass grading?
A. Roadway alignment projects
B. Linear stream corridor improvement
C. Small residential additions
D. Commercial buildings with mass grading

Mass grading describes large-scale earthwork on a commercial development site, where
substantial land disturbance is planned to prepare building pads, parking, and utilities.
This creates a large disturbed area and a high potential for sediment runoff, so robust
erosion and sediment control measures are required, along with appropriate planning
and permitting. In contrast, other project types involve smaller or more linear
disturbances (like route-focused road work, stream restoration, or minor home
additions), which don’t imply the same level of mass earthmoving or sediment-generation
risk.

7. Which of the following is a concern when using hard
armoring on hillsides?
A. Are animals borrowing in it?
B. Is sediment accumulating on rocks?
C. Is the rock being undercut or collapsing?
D. All of the above.

Hard armoring on hillsides is meant to protect the slope from erosion and keep soil in
place by providing a durable shield against surface water and runoff. But this protection
comes with several potential issues that must be considered during design and
maintenance. Animals can burrow beneath or through armor, creating voids that weaken
the grip of the material on the slope and can lead to movement or piping. Sediment can
accumulate on and between armor units, reducing their effectiveness and altering
drainage, which can promote localized instability. Water flow can also undercut the base
of the armor or cause blocks to loosen and collapse if the installation is not properly
protected at the toe or anchored. Because each of these scenarios can compromise
performance, all of the above are valid concerns when using hard armoring on hillsides.

8. Which statement best describes a hydrograph?
A. A representation of runoff over time
B. A measure of rainfall intensity
C. A diagram of sediment deposition
D. A chart of groundwater levels

A hydrograph shows how runoff from rainfall changes a stream’s flow over time. It plots
time on the horizontal axis and discharge (the rate of water flowing in the stream) on the
vertical axis, illustrating how quickly rainwater runs off and into the channel, reaches a
peak, and then recedes as runoff diminishes and baseflow returns. This timing and
shape—how fast the flow rises, how high the peak is, and how long it takes to return to
normal—are key for understanding flood response and for sizing sediment and
erosion-control measures. It’s different from a rainfall diagram (which shows rainfall
intensity over time), a diagram of sediment deposition, or a chart of groundwater levels.
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9. Gabions are best described as:
A. Rock-filled wooden boxes
B. Plastic bins filled with water
C. Steel mesh cages filled with small rocks
D. Concrete blocks arranged in tiers

Gabions are rock-filled steel mesh cages used for erosion control and slope stabilization.
They consist of wire mesh baskets that are filled with stones and stacked to form
retaining walls, channel linings, or bank protections. The combination of heavy rock
mass with a permeable steel cage lets water pass through while resisting movement,
making gabions flexible and durable on uneven ground. They’re different from wooden
boxes filled with rocks, which would rot; plastic bins filled with water, which don’t
provide the necessary mass or drainage behavior; and concrete blocks, which are rigid
and non-permeable.

10. Sedimentation is the process by which eroded soil
particles are deposited in new locations.
A. True
B. False
C. Sometimes true
D. Not specified

Sedimentation is the process by which eroded soil particles are deposited in new
locations. When soil is eroded, the liberated particles are carried by water, wind, or
gravity. As the transporting medium loses energy or slows down, those particles settle
out of the flow and come to rest somewhere else. This deposition in a different place is
what we call sedimentation. In practice, you can see it in construction sites where a
sedimentation basin or a silt fence captures suspended sediment, allowing fine particles
to settle before the water leaves the site. This deposition step follows erosion and
transport in the overall cycle of sediment movement.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://cisec.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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