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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Two features indicate proper anchoring of portable toilets
during inspection. Which option reflects this requirement?
A. Anchored well
B. Anchored well and have a secondary containment underneath
C. Painted
D. Positioned near a storm drain

2. Which of the following is a true characteristic of gabions?
A. They are rigid timber walls filled with soil
B. They are inflated fabric tubes filled with air
C. They are made of plastic sheets sealed with epoxy
D. They are steel mesh cages filled with small rocks

3. Which of the following is an example of a sediment
containment system?
A. SCS (Sediment Containment System) / Filter Bags
B. Silt fences
C. Vegetation establishment
D. Diverted channels

4. ECB and TRMs belong to which category of control
measures?
A. Sediment containment systems
B. Erosion control BMPs
C. Wind erosion controls
D. Water management practices

5. Which project type is roadways, utilities, and stream
corridors?
A. Linear Projects
B. Box Projects
C. Large Land Development
D. Vertical Projects
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6. Gabions are best described as:
A. Steel mesh cages filled with small rocks
B. Plastic bags filled with soil
C. Wooden crates filled with sand
D. Concrete blocks arranged in a wall

7. Which of the following is classified as an erosion control
BMP?
A. Installation of culverts/slope drains
B. Establishing vegetation (native) / seeding
C. Construction of homes
D. Diverting channels

8. Where are ECB/RECB typically placed and TRM typically
placed?
A. TRM and ECB are interchangeable in any setting.
B. TRM is typically used on channels.
C. RECB/ECB — hillsides; TRM — channels.
D. TRM is typically used on hillsides.

9. What would indicate a problem with a silt fence barrier
when assessing runoff?
A. Runoff flows under, around, over, or between the fabric
B. The fence blocks all runoff completely
C. There is ponding behind the barrier with no seepage
D. The fabric is clean and unbroken

10. Permit coverage is required for projects of what minimum
size?
A. Five acres or greater
B. Ten acres or greater
C. One acre or greater
D. More than 0.5 acre
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Answers
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1. B
2. D
3. A
4. B
5. A
6. A
7. B
8. B
9. A
10. C
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Explanations
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1. Two features indicate proper anchoring of portable toilets
during inspection. Which option reflects this requirement?
A. Anchored well
B. Anchored well and have a secondary containment underneath
C. Painted
D. Positioned near a storm drain

Proper anchoring means both keeping the unit from shifting and preventing any leaks
from reaching the ground. When a portable toilet is secured firmly and there’s secondary
containment underneath, you’ve addressed both stability and environmental protection.
The containment catches spills or leaks, which is essential on active sites to avoid
contamination of soil or stormwater. Painting the unit doesn’t affect how it’s anchored or
contained, and placing it near a storm drain could actually create a risk of runoff rather
than demonstrate good anchoring. Simply being anchored isn’t enough if there’s no
containment to catch leaks. So the combination of secure anchoring and a secondary
containment underneath best shows proper anchoring.

2. Which of the following is a true characteristic of gabions?
A. They are rigid timber walls filled with soil
B. They are inflated fabric tubes filled with air
C. They are made of plastic sheets sealed with epoxy
D. They are steel mesh cages filled with small rocks

Gabions are steel mesh cages filled with rock. The rock fill inside the wire baskets
creates a sturdy, permeable structure that can drain water and flex under pressure,
which helps stabilize slopes and protect against erosion. The combination of a metal
mesh containment with stone fill is what distinguishes gabions from other barriers.
Other descriptions refer to different devices—timber walls filled with soil, inflated fabric
tubes, or plastic sheets sealed with epoxy—not gabions.

3. Which of the following is an example of a sediment
containment system?
A. SCS (Sediment Containment System) / Filter Bags
B. Silt fences
C. Vegetation establishment
D. Diverted channels

Sediment containment systems are devices that physically hold sediment within a defined
area while letting water pass, preventing sediment from leaving the site. An example is a
sediment containment system such as filter bags or similar containment devices, which
use fabric or bag structures to trap sediment-laden runoff and keep the sediment
contained until it can be removed. This setup directly captures and confines sediment,
addressing the problem at the source.  Silt fences, while also aimed at controlling
sediment, act more as barriers that slow runoff and encourage sediment to settle behind
the barrier rather than actively containing it within a dedicated containment unit.
Vegetation establishment reduces erosion by protecting soil surface but doesn’t provide a
containment mechanism for accumulated sediment. Diverted channels change where
water flows, not how sediment is contained once it’s in motion.
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4. ECB and TRMs belong to which category of control
measures?
A. Sediment containment systems
B. Erosion control BMPs
C. Wind erosion controls
D. Water management practices

Prevention of soil loss at the source is being tested here. ECB and TRMs are about
protecting the soil surface to stop erosion from occurring in the first place, rather than
dealing with sediment after it’s already generated or addressing wind or water drainage
specifically.  An erosion control blanket provides a temporary cover over disturbed soil to
cushion raindrop impact, reduce splash, and slow surface runoff, giving vegetation a
better chance to establish. TRMs are temporary stabilization measures that shield the
soil during the critical early period before permanent cover is in place. These techniques
focus on keeping soil on the site and minimizing erosion, which is the essence of erosion
control BMPs.  They aren’t primarily about containing sediment downstream (that would
be sediment containment systems), nor are they dedicated wind erosion controls or
general water management practices.

5. Which project type is roadways, utilities, and stream
corridors?
A. Linear Projects
B. Box Projects
C. Large Land Development
D. Vertical Projects

Linear projects are defined by a long, narrow footprint that runs through the landscape.
Roadways, utilities, and stream corridors fit this description because they extend along a
route or corridor rather than occupying a broad area or a tall structure. In erosion
control for linear projects, the emphasis is on managing conditions along the entire
length of the corridor—from access and staging to crossings and stabilization—so
sediment stays out of nearby waterways and soils along the route. The other options
describe different geometries: a compact, square or rectangular work area; a large,
expansive development; or a tall, vertical structure. So roadways, utilities, and stream
corridors are linear projects.

6. Gabions are best described as:
A. Steel mesh cages filled with small rocks
B. Plastic bags filled with soil
C. Wooden crates filled with sand
D. Concrete blocks arranged in a wall

Gabions are steel mesh cages filled with rocks to create a flexible, permeable structure
that stabilizes slopes and dissipates water energy. The rock fill provides mass to resist
movement, while the mesh and the gaps between stones allow water to pass through,
reducing hydrostatic pressure and accommodating settlement without cracking. This
makes gabions ideal for riverbanks, roadside slopes, and channels where drainage and
adaptability matter. They differ from plastic bags filled with soil, wooden crates filled
with sand, or rigid concrete blocks, which lack the combination of permeability,
flexibility, and ease of repair that gabions offer.
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7. Which of the following is classified as an erosion control
BMP?
A. Installation of culverts/slope drains
B. Establishing vegetation (native) / seeding
C. Construction of homes
D. Diverting channels

Establishing vegetation and seeding is an erosion control BMP because it directly
stabilizes the soil surface. A protective ground cover—especially native
vegetation—reduces raindrop impact, slows and infiltrates runoff, and the plant roots
bind the soil, helping to prevent soil particles from being detached and carried away.
This is the classic, foundational approach to preventing erosion on disturbed or
vulnerable soils.  The other options focus more on moving or handling water rather than
stopping soil from being lost in the first place. Culverts and slope drains are about
conveying water and reducing erosive flow paths, not actively stabilizing the soil surface.
Diverting channels redirects water to manage erosion risk in different areas, which is a
drainage/sediment management activity rather than a direct soil stabilization measure.
Constructing homes is land disturbance that can increase erosion risk if not managed
with proper BMPs.

8. Where are ECB/RECB typically placed and TRM typically
placed?
A. TRM and ECB are interchangeable in any setting.
B. TRM is typically used on channels.
C. RECB/ECB — hillsides; TRM — channels.
D. TRM is typically used on hillsides.

Placement of erosion-control products matches the flow path they are meant to protect.
Turf Reinforcement Mat (TRM) is designed to stabilize channels and ditches where water
flows are concentrated and exert higher shear forces; its reinforced surface helps
vegetation establish and withstand hydraulic energy, making channels the typical site for
TRM installation. Erosion Control Blankets (ECB) and Reinforced ECB (RECB) are
intended for slopes, protecting the soil surface from raindrop impact and sheet or rill
erosion while vegetation becomes established, so they’re placed on hillsides.   So, the
best match is that TRM is typically used on channels because of its ability to resist flow
in that setting, while ECB/RECB are used on slopes. The other options assume
interchangeability or misstate where TRM belongs, which doesn’t align with how these
products are designed to function in field conditions.
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9. What would indicate a problem with a silt fence barrier
when assessing runoff?
A. Runoff flows under, around, over, or between the fabric
B. The fence blocks all runoff completely
C. There is ponding behind the barrier with no seepage
D. The fabric is clean and unbroken

The key idea is that a silt fence must form a continuous, well-anchored barrier to slow
runoff and trap sediment. If you observe water flowing under, around, over, or between
the fabric, it shows the barrier isn’t effectively intercepting the flow—there are gaps, an
inadequate base trench, or loose/ damaged fabric allowing bypass. That bypass is the
clearest sign of a problem and indicates the barrier needs repair or replacement
(re-trench, reseal, re-stake, or replace fabric).  Blocking all runoff would actually
indicate it’s functioning, ponding behind the barrier can occur without necessarily
signaling a failure, and a clean, unbroken fabric suggests the barrier is intact.

10. Permit coverage is required for projects of what minimum
size?
A. Five acres or greater
B. Ten acres or greater
C. One acre or greater
D. More than 0.5 acre

Disturbing land at least one acre triggers permit coverage because construction activities
of that size must implement controls to protect water quality, manage stormwater runoff,
and prevent sediment from leaving the site. The one-acre threshold is the standard
minimum that brings a project under permit requirements, ensuring erosion and
sediment controls are planned and enforced from the start.  Choosing a larger minimum
would exclude smaller projects that still have the potential to impact waterways, while
the option suggesting anything greater than half an acre isn’t the established limit. Note
that in some cases, even smaller sites can be covered if they’re part of a larger common
plan of development, but the baseline minimum size for requiring coverage is one acre or
greater.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://cisec.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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