Certified Flight Instructor -
Instrument (CFII) Oral
Practice Test (Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:

https://cfiioral.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://cfiioral.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e e 1
Table of Contents ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeens 2
INtroduction ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e ceeeeae 3
How to Use This Guide ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniinens 4
L1011 =13 0 ) 1 7 5
ANSWETS ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeentaacacosentosentonsncossntosensoscnsanss 8
EXplanations ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieetiacnttnenenes 10

LN T ] 1= 0 1 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://cfiioral.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Questions




1. What are the takeoff minimums for commercial operations
with 2 engines or less?

A. 1/2 statute mile
B. 1 statute mile
C. 2 statute miles
D. 3 statute miles

2. What do the numbers on circuit breakers signify?
A. Voltage capacity
B. Current (Amps) at which the circuit breaker will pop out
C. Resistance level
D. Frequency of electrical flow

3. What type of distance does DME provide?
A. Horizontal distance
B. Vertical distance
C. Slant range
D. Ground distance

4. What is the difference between absolute ceiling and service
ceiling?
A. Absolute ceiling is 0 FPM climb; service ceiling is 25 FPM
climb

B. Absolute ceiling is the maximum altitude; service ceiling is
for cruise

C. Absolute ceiling is 0 FPM climb; service ceiling is 50 FPM
climb

D. Absolute ceiling reflects performance, while service ceiling
does not

5. What is a limitation of VOR?
A. Requires constant internet connectivity
B. Requires line of sight
C. Only works at low altitudes
D. Operates only in daylight
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6. What is the consequence of having a runway heading more
than 302 different from the final approach course?

A. A standard approach may be terminated.

B. It may require a non-standard suffix in the approach.
C. Low visibility conditions are assumed.

D. The pilot must request a vector to final.

7. When will the Alt Field circuit breaker pop out?
A. When the battery is disconnected
B. When the electrical system is under heavy load
C. When the alternator is supplying too much electricity
D. When ground power is applied

8. What does the "W" indicate in the remarks section of the
IAP?

A. Weather conditions may be variable
B. WAAS vertical guidance may be inop
C. Warning of nearby obstacles

D. Waypoints may be inaccurate

9. What is required to fly a Standard Instrument Departure
(SID)?

A. Text or graphic description

B. Only a graphical representation

C. Only a textual description

D. Neither are needed, just the clearance

10. When is an instrument rating required for a pilot?
A. When flying above 10,000 feet
B. Any time you are the PIC of an IFR flight
C. When conducting cross-country flights
D. When flying at night
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Explanations




1. What are the takeoff minimums for commercial operations
with 2 engines or less?

A. 1/2 statute mile
B. 1 statute mile

C. 2 statute miles
D. 3 statute miles

In the context of commercial operations with two engines or fewer, the takeoff minimums
are established to ensure that sufficient visibility is available for safe takeoff. For
commercial pilots operating under Part 121 or Part 135 regulations, the minimum
visibility required is 1 statute mile. This standard allows pilots to have a reasonable
margin of visibility to ensure they can safely navigate during the initial climb phase
following takeoff, enabling them to manage the aircraft's performance adequately and
maintain situational awareness. Choosing a minimum visibility of 1 statute mile strikes a
balance between operational flexibility and safety, as it provides enough visual reference
for pilots to conduct takeoffs while maintaining a level of safety necessary to respond to
any potential issues that may arise immediately after departure.

2. What do the numbers on circuit breakers signify?
A. Voltage capacity
B. Current (Amps) at which the circuit breaker will pop out

C. Resistance level
D. Frequency of electrical flow

The numbers on circuit breakers indicate the current rating in amps at which the circuit
breaker is designed to trip or "pop out.” This is a critical safety feature in electrical
systems that protects against overload conditions. When electrical current exceeds this
rating due to a fault or excessive demand, the circuit breaker automatically interrupts
the circuit, preventing damage to wiring and the risk of fire. Understanding the
importance of the current rating helps in selecting appropriate circuit breakers for
different applications, ensuring both safety and functionality. This rating does not
pertain to voltage capacity, resistance level, or frequency, which are separate electrical
concepts, thus confirming the accuracy of the option regarding current in amps.
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3. What type of distance does DME provide?
A. Horizontal distance
B. Vertical distance
C. Slant range

D. Ground distance

DME, or Distance Measuring Equipment, provides a measurement commonly referred to
as "slant range." This is the direct line-of-sight distance from the aircraft to the DME
ground station, which takes into account the elevation difference between the aircraft
and the station. Because DME measures the hypotenuse of a right triangle formed by the
horizontal ground distance and the vertical distance (altitude), it reflects the total
distance inclined from the plane to the station, rather than just the horizontal or vertical
components. In aviation navigation, understanding that DME gives slant range is
crucial because pilots must account for their altitude when interpreting the DME
readings, particularly when they're navigating at different elevations in relation to the
ground station. This contrasts with a simple horizontal ground distance or vertical
distance, which would not accurately reflect the total distance when considering the
aircraft's altitude above the terrain.

4. What is the difference between absolute ceiling and service
ceiling?

A. Absolute ceiling is 0 FPM climb; service ceiling is 25 FPM
climb

B. Absolute ceiling is the maximum altitude; service ceiling is
for cruise

C. Absolute ceiling is 0 FPM climb; service ceiling is 50 FPM
climb

D. Absolute ceiling reflects performance, while service ceiling
does not

The correct answer accurately captures the distinction between absolute ceiling and
service ceiling in terms of aircraft performance. Absolute ceiling represents the
maximum altitude an aircraft can reach where it can maintain level flight with a zero feet
per minute (FPM) climb rate. Essentially, at this altitude, the aircraft has no excess
power to sustain any climb; it can only fly at that altitude for limited periods. Service
ceiling, on the other hand, is defined by a minimum climb rate, indicating that the
aircraft can maintain a climb, albeit a very minimal one, at this altitude. While the
specifics can vary, service ceiling is often associated with a climb rate of around 50 FPM.
This means that the aircraft is still able to climb, but just barely, which is crucial for
operational considerations such as safety and maneuvering. The focus on climb rates
differentiates these two definitions. Absolute ceiling deals strictly with the maximum
altitude achievable without a climb, while service ceiling reflects the operating range
where the aircraft can still perform, albeit with reduced capability. Understanding these
concepts is key in flight training and operational planning, ensuring that pilots are aware
of their aircraft capabilities under various conditions.
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5. What is a limitation of VOR?

A. Requires constant internet connectivity
B. Requires line of sight

C. Only works at low altitudes
D. Operates only in daylight

The limitation of VOR, or VHF Omnidirectional Range, being that it requires line of sight
is significant because the VOR signal operates at VHF frequencies, which are typically
affected by the curvature of the Earth, terrain, and other obstructions. For reliable
reception of the VOR signals, the aircraft must be within line of sight of the ground
station. This means that if an aircraft is flying at a low altitude, it may lose signal due to
terrain, buildings, or other obstacles that can block the signal path. Consequently, the
effectiveness of VOR navigation diminishes in areas with high terrain such as mountains
or other features that obstruct this direct line to the station. In contrast, the other
choices do not accurately represent the limitations of VOR. Constant internet
connectivity is not relevant because VOR systems do not rely on internet access. VOR is
not limited to low altitudes; in fact, it can be used effectively across a broad range of
altitudes, making it suitable for both low and high-level navigation. Lastly, VOR operates

regardless of daylight conditions, as the system does not depend on visual references or
sunlight to function.

6. What is the consequence of having a runway heading more
than 302 different from the final approach course?

A. A standard approach may be terminated.

B. It may require a non-standard suffix in the approach.
C. Low visibility conditions are assumed.

D. The pilot must request a vector to final.

When a runway heading is more than 302 different from the final approach course, it
indicates that there is significant angular deviation between the intended flight path and
the runway alignment. This situation often requires a non-standard suffix in the
approach, which serves to alert pilots and air traffic control (ATC) that extra
considerations or procedures may be necessary due to the misalignment. A non-standard
suffix may involve specific instructions that help ensure safety during the approach,
especially concerning how the aircraft will be aligned with the runway upon landing. This
becomes crucial because conventional instrument approaches are designed for smooth
transitions, and significant heading discrepancies can complicate this transition,
increasing the risk of misalignment during critical phases of flight. Contextually, the
reason other options may not apply would include that a standard approach isn't simply
terminated based on a heading difference (a). Additionally, while low visibility conditions
could factor into landing procedures, the presence of heading disparity alone does not
assume low visibility (c). Finally, requesting a vector to final is not necessarily a
requirement; it may depend on other operational factors and isn't strictly related to a
heading discrepancy alone (d). Thus, the need for a non-standard suffix in the approach
is the correct implication of significant runway heading deviation.

Sample study guide, visit https://cfiioral.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



7. When will the Alt Field circuit breaker pop out?
A. When the battery is disconnected
B. When the electrical system is under heavy load
C. When the alternator is supplying too much electricity
D. When ground power is applied

The alt field circuit breaker is designed to protect the alternator's field winding and the
overall electrical system from excessive electrical current, which can occur if the
alternator is supplying too much electricity. When the system's output exceeds its rated
capacity, the circuit breaker acts as a safety mechanism, cutting off the electrical flow to
prevent damage to the alternator and associated components. This function is critical for
ensuring the safe operation of the electrical system and maintaining the integrity of
flight operations. The other options do not directly relate to the function of the alt field
circuit breaker. Disconnecting the battery or applying ground power can affect the
overall electrical system, but they do not specifically trigger the circuit breaker related to
alternator overload. Heavy loads may affect system performance, but the breaker is

specifically designed to address situations where the alternator itself is generating
excessive current.

8. What does the "W" indicate in the remarks section of the
IAP?

A. Weather conditions may be variable
B. WAAS vertical guidance may be inop
C. Warning of nearby obstacles

D. Waypoints may be inaccurate

The "W" in the remarks section of the Instrument Approach Procedure (IAP) indicates
that WAAS (Wide Area Augmentation System) vertical guidance may be inoperative. This
notation is crucial for pilots as it alerts them to the potential limitations in the precision
of the approach they are about to execute. WAAS is designed to enhance the accuracy of
GPS signals, allowing for more reliable vertical guidance on approaches. If this vertical
guidance is unavailable, pilots must take appropriate precautions when planning their
approach, as they may need to rely on alternative navigational aids or procedures.

Understanding this notation is essential for ensuring safety during instrument flight
operations.
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9. What is required to fly a Standard Instrument Departure
(SID)?

A. Text or graphic description

B. Only a graphical representation
C. Only a textual description
D. Neither are needed, just the clearance

To successfully fly a Standard Instrument Departure (SID), both a text-based and a
graphical representation of the procedure are required. The text description provides
detailed instructions, including altitudes, waypoints, and specific instructions that pilots
must follow. The graphical representation offers a visual layout of the departure route,
which can be incredibly helpful for understanding the geographic context of the
procedures. Having both forms of information ensures pilots can comprehensively
understand what is required during the departure phase, allowing for enhanced
situational awareness and compliance with the intended flight path. This combination
aids in confirming that pilots have correctly reviewed and understood the SID, thus
promoting safety during departures from busy airports. The other options may lack one
of the key components necessary for a thorough understanding of the SID. Relying solely
on one type of representation could lead to misunderstandings or oversight of critical
information during the flight planning and execution phases. Moreover, while clearance
is essential for departure, it does not substitute the necessity of understanding and
adhering to the SID procedure itself.

10. When is an instrument rating required for a pilot?
A. When flying above 10,000 feet

B. Any time you are the PIC of an IFR flight
C. When conducting cross-country flights

D. When flying at night

An instrument rating is required when a pilot is acting as Pilot-in-Command (PIC) of an
IFR (Instrument Flight Rules) flight. This is because IFR operations involve flying in
weather conditions where visual references may not be available, and pilots must rely on
their instrument flying skills to navigate, control the aircraft, and maintain safety. The
requirement for an instrument rating ensures that pilots have the necessary training and
proficiency to handle the complexities of instrument flying. This includes the ability to
interpret instrument readings, manage communication with air traffic control, and
execute instrument approaches and departures. The training also includes understanding
the associated regulations, procedures, and decision-making processes relevant to IFR
operations. While there are regulations and recommendations for flying at night, above
certain altitudes, or during cross-country flights, none of those scenarios on their own
necessitate an instrument rating unless the flight is specifically being conducted under
IFR. Thus, the defining factor is the operation of the flight under IFR rules, which
unequivocally requires that the pilot hold an instrument rating to ensure safety and
compliance.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://cfiioral.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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