
Certified Fire Protection
Specialist (CFPS) Practice
(Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://cfps.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://cfps.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://cfps.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. About one-third of fire response tactics involve which fire
company’s tools and equipment?
A. Pumper company
B. Ladder company
C. Rescue company
D. Hazmat company

2. When considering coal storage and handling, what is
essential to ensure proper practices?
A. Fire department involvement
B. Public awareness programs
C. Prefire planning
D. Site safety inspections

3. How does the means of alerting occupants to a fire affect
their response?
A. It minimizes the damage caused by the fire
B. It determines the degree of threat perceived
C. It speeds up the evacuation process
D. It has no impact on their response

4. What factors can lead to variations in delay times during
evacuation?
A. Time of day and weather
B. Physical fitness of individuals
C. Length of evacuation routes
D. Number of exits

5. Typical priorities in fire risk management include which of
the following?
A. Developing programs and assigning responsibilities to

manage risk
B. Conducting fire drills regularly
C. Ensuring occupancy loads are monitored
D. Installing smoke detectors in all residences
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6. Which factor is important for establishing incident
priorities during pre-incident planning?
A. Location of fire stations
B. Type of occupancy
C. Availability of personnel
D. Equipment maintenance schedules

7. What importance does drop size distribution have in
firefighting?
A. Determines the duration of water flow
B. Influences extinguishment effectiveness
C. Affects vapor pressure
D. Regulates pressure systems

8. Which type of smoke alarms are categorized as single- and
multiple-station devices?
A. Ionic type
B. Photoelectric type
C. Heat detectors
D. Combination alarms

9. What is the minimum distance required between
loading/unloading stations for Class 1 liquids and storage
tanks?
A. 10 ft
B. 15 ft
C. 25 ft
D. 50 ft

10. What is the relationship between flow, speed, and density
in crowd movement?
A. Flow is directly proportional to density and inversely

proportional to speed
B. Flow increases with speed and decreases with density
C. Flow equals speed multiplied by density
D. Speed is constant regardless of flow and density
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. A
5. A
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. About one-third of fire response tactics involve which fire
company’s tools and equipment?
A. Pumper company
B. Ladder company
C. Rescue company
D. Hazmat company

The assertion that one-third of fire response tactics involve a ladder company's tools and
equipment is accurate due to the significant role that aerial devices and specialized tools
play in firefighting operations. Ladder companies are primarily responsible for vertical
access to structures, which includes not only the deployment of ladders for access to
rooftops and upper floors but also the use of various equipment for ventilation, rescue
operations, and salvaging property. Their tools, such as ground ladders, aerial ladders,
and equipment for forcible entry, are essential for addressing fires in multi-story
buildings where ground access might be limited.  Moreover, ladder companies often
perform critical tasks like vertical ventilation to remove smoke and heat from burning
structures, thus improving conditions for firefighters and potential victims inside. They
also support the pumper companies by allowing them to focus on water supply and fire
suppression efforts. The use of ladder company tools is indispensable in many fire
scenarios, making it evident why they account for a significant portion of fire response
tactics.

2. When considering coal storage and handling, what is
essential to ensure proper practices?
A. Fire department involvement
B. Public awareness programs
C. Prefire planning
D. Site safety inspections

In the context of coal storage and handling, prefire planning is vital due to the inherent
risks associated with coal dust and the potential for spontaneous combustion. Effective
prefire planning involves identifying the specific hazards related to coal, such as dust
generation, ignition sources, and material density, and developing strategies to mitigate
those risks. This includes establishing emergency response procedures, ensuring proper
training for personnel, and conducting regular risk assessments to adapt to any changes
in the storage environment.  Prefire planning also encompasses the layout of storage
areas to allow for sufficient separation of coal piles and to minimize the risk of fire
spread, along with ensuring access for firefighting equipment. By implementing
thorough prefire plans, facilities can effectively prepare for possible fire incidents,
ensuring that they are equipped to respond quickly and minimizing the potential for
catastrophic events.   While other factors, such as fire department involvement, public
awareness, and site safety inspections, contribute to overall safety, they are part of a
broader safety strategy rather than focusing specifically on the complex, often unique,
challenges presented by coal storage. Proper prefire planning directly addresses those
core issues, making it paramount in this context.
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3. How does the means of alerting occupants to a fire affect
their response?
A. It minimizes the damage caused by the fire
B. It determines the degree of threat perceived
C. It speeds up the evacuation process
D. It has no impact on their response

The means of alerting occupants to a fire significantly influences their perception of the
threat and, consequently, their response. When occupants receive a clear and immediate
alert, such as a loud alarm or visual notification, they are more likely to recognize the
urgency of the situation. This heightened awareness can lead to a more serious
perception of the fire's danger, prompting individuals to take swift action, such as
evacuating the area or following emergency procedures.   This perception of threat can
be critical in determining not only the psychological response but also the subsequent
actions taken by occupants. A well-designed alert system that conveys the seriousness of
the situation helps occupants quickly assess the risks involved and motivates them
toward an appropriate response. Therefore, the way in which alerts are communicated
plays a pivotal role in managing the occupants' actions during a fire emergency.

4. What factors can lead to variations in delay times during
evacuation?
A. Time of day and weather
B. Physical fitness of individuals
C. Length of evacuation routes
D. Number of exits

The answer highlights that factors such as time of day and weather can significantly
influence the delay times during evacuation. For instance, during peak hours or when an
incident occurs at night, visibility can be reduced, leading to slower movement. Weather
conditions like rain, snow, or extreme temperatures can hinder individuals' ability to
evacuate quickly and may also affect the functioning of emergency systems, such as
alarm systems or exit visibility.   While other factors like physical fitness, length of
evacuation routes, and the number of exits can influence evacuation times, they are
typically less variable compared to the impact of environmental conditions and the time
of day. For example, physical fitness affects individual capabilities but does not change as
drastically across different situations or environments. Similarly, the length of
evacuation routes and the number of exits are generally fixed attributes of a given
building's design and will not vary from one situation to another. Therefore, time of day
and weather encompass broader and more dynamic influences that can lead to variations
in evacuation delays.
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5. Typical priorities in fire risk management include which of
the following?
A. Developing programs and assigning responsibilities to

manage risk
B. Conducting fire drills regularly
C. Ensuring occupancy loads are monitored
D. Installing smoke detectors in all residences

The focus on developing programs and assigning responsibilities to manage risk reflects
a comprehensive approach to fire risk management. This priority ensures that there is a
systematic method in place for identifying hazards, assessing risks, and implementing
mitigation strategies. By creating structured programs, organizations can not only
comply with legal and safety standards but also improve overall preparedness and
response to fire incidents.  Establishing clear responsibilities within these programs
ensures that everyone understands their specific roles in fire safety and risk
management. This collective responsibility can lead to more effective response
strategies, as different personnel are trained and prepared to act in accordance with
established guidelines during emergencies. Thus, prioritizing program development and
responsibility assignment is crucial for fostering a culture of safety and reducing overall
fire risk.  Other priorities, such as conducting fire drills, monitoring occupancy loads, or
installing smoke detectors, are also important aspects of fire safety. However, they often
serve as components within broader risk management strategies rather than overarching
priorities in themselves. Proper risk management begins with a foundational
understanding and strategic approach, which is best accomplished through program
development and clear responsibility assignments.

6. Which factor is important for establishing incident
priorities during pre-incident planning?
A. Location of fire stations
B. Type of occupancy
C. Availability of personnel
D. Equipment maintenance schedules

Establishing incident priorities during pre-incident planning involves understanding the
building's characteristics and the potential risks associated with different types of
occupancy. The type of occupancy directly influences the priorities of response due to
factors such as the materials present, the configuration of the building, the population
density, and the level of hazard. For instance, a high-rise residential building requires
different strategic considerations compared to an industrial facility. The nature of the
occupancy informs the fire department about appropriate tactics, resource allocation,
and the potential need for specialized equipment or tactics.  Other factors, while
relevant, do not have the same direct impact on establishing priorities for incident
management. The location of fire stations might influence response time, but it doesn't
change the nature of risks posed by the occupancy itself. The availability of personnel is
crucial for staffing incidents but is more a factor of operational capability rather than
pre-incident prioritization based on risk analysis. Finally, equipment maintenance
schedules are important for ensuring operational readiness but do not provide insight
into the specific risks presented by different occupancy types, which is critical for
establishing priorities effectively.
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7. What importance does drop size distribution have in
firefighting?
A. Determines the duration of water flow
B. Influences extinguishment effectiveness
C. Affects vapor pressure
D. Regulates pressure systems

Drop size distribution plays a crucial role in firefighting because it directly influences the
extinguishment effectiveness of water or any firefighting agent used. When water is
dispersed as droplets, the size of those droplets affects how effectively they can absorb
heat and impact the combustion process.   Smaller droplets have a larger surface area
relative to their volume, allowing for more efficient heat absorption and vaporization.
This increases the cooling effect in the fire area, as smaller droplets can more easily
penetrate the thermal layer of the fire. The distribution of these droplet sizes can also
affect how water spreads throughout a fire, making it easier to reach and cool the
burning materials or disrupt the combustion process.  In contrast, larger droplets may
not effectively penetrate the hotter layers of a fire and can lead to less efficient cooling,
potentially allowing the fire to continue burning. Therefore, understanding and
optimizing drop size distribution is essential for enhancing the overall effectiveness of
firefighting efforts.

8. Which type of smoke alarms are categorized as single- and
multiple-station devices?
A. Ionic type
B. Photoelectric type
C. Heat detectors
D. Combination alarms

The category of smoke alarms that are classified as single- and multiple-station devices is
the photoelectric type. Photoelectric smoke detectors function using a light source and a
photoelectric sensor; they detect smoke by measuring the changes in light within the
sensing chamber. When smoke enters the chamber, it scatters the light, prompting the
alarm to sound.  Single-station devices operate independently and are used in individual
rooms or areas, while multiple-station devices are interconnected, meaning that when
one alarm detects smoke, all interconnected alarms will sound. This interconnectivity
enhances safety by alerting occupants throughout the entire building.  The other options
do not fit this categorization in the same way. Ionic type smoke detectors, for example,
work using ionization and are typically independent devices as well but do not inherently
create the interconnectivity described. Heat detectors, primarily designed to respond to
temperature increases, do not function as smoke alarms. Combination alarms, while
encompassing both smoke detection technologies, do not specifically highlight the
single- and multiple-station classification as distinctly as photoelectric alarms do.
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9. What is the minimum distance required between
loading/unloading stations for Class 1 liquids and storage
tanks?
A. 10 ft
B. 15 ft
C. 25 ft
D. 50 ft

The minimum distance of 25 feet between loading/unloading stations for Class 1 liquids
and storage tanks is specified to ensure safety and regulatory compliance in handling
flammable liquids. This distance is critical for minimizing the risk of accidents, such as
fires or explosions, that can occur from spills, leaks, or inadvertent ignition sources
during the transfer process.   This 25-foot separation distance allows for adequate space
to mitigate potential hazards, providing time and distance to respond to emergencies,
maintain safe operational procedures, and reduce fire spread in the event of an incident.
Following these guidelines is essential for protecting both personnel and property, as
well as for compliance with safety regulations established by agencies like the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and other relevant local laws.   Other distances
mentioned would either place risks closer to the tanks or not provide sufficient buffer to
effectively manage potential fire hazards, which is why they do not meet the minimum
safety criteria for this specific situation.

10. What is the relationship between flow, speed, and density
in crowd movement?
A. Flow is directly proportional to density and inversely

proportional to speed
B. Flow increases with speed and decreases with density
C. Flow equals speed multiplied by density
D. Speed is constant regardless of flow and density

The relationship between flow, speed, and density in crowd movement is represented by
the equation that states flow equals speed multiplied by density. This means that flow,
which refers to the number of individuals passing a point in a given time, can be
calculated by taking the speed at which individuals move and multiplying it by the
density of the crowd, which is the number of individuals per unit area.   When speed
increases while maintaining a certain level of density, the flow will increase
proportionally. Similarly, if the density of individuals increases while keeping speed
constant, the flow will also increase. This relationship is essential for understanding
crowd dynamics, as it reflects how changes in speed and density affect the overall
movement of a crowd. For instance, in tightly packed crowds, if people start moving
faster, the flow of individuals increases, indicating more people are passing through a
specific point over time.   Understanding this relationship helps in planning for crowd
control measures, ensuring safety in high-density situations, and easing evacuation
processes during emergencies. This equation is fundamental in many applications,
including urban planning, event management, and emergency response scenarios.
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