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1. What type of wood does the black polycaon prefer?

A. Softwoods and new construction materials
B. Hardwoods

C. Metal structures
D. Both hardwoods and softwoods

2. What happens to wood from dead trees after it dries,
according to New House Borer habits?

A. Becomes more suitable for infestation
B. Is no longer suitable for infestation
C. Can be treated and reused

D. Attracts more pests

3. Which family do flatheaded borers belong to?
A. Curculionidae
B. Buprestidae
C. Cerambycidae
D. Oedemeridae

4. Which type of termite requires the least amount of
moisture to thrive?

A. Subterranean
B. Dampwood
C. Drywood

D. Formosan

5. How can you control a Wharf Borer infestation?
A. Seal the wood with paint
B. Remove and replace wet, rotting wood
C. Apply insecticide on the surface
D. Cover with metal sheeting
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6. Which type of beetle larva is associated with feeding on
hardwoods?

A. True Powder Post Beetle
B. Dampwood Termite

C. Lead Cable Borer

D. Black Polycaon Beetle

7. What is the purpose of the standard shower test in
inspections?

A. Check water pressure

B. Ensure waterproofing of the area

C. Verify drainage capabilities

D. Cover the flow of water to a 2-inch depth for 15 minutes

8. What color are the swarmers of the Subterranean termite?
A. Black with white wings
B. Brown with translucent wings
C. Red with dark wings
D. All white

9. How many business days must a written inspection and

report of wood-destroying pests be delivered after the
inspection?

A. 5 business days

B. 10 business days
C. 15 business days
D. 20 business days

10. Which of these statements is true about carpenter ants?
A. They are the smallest ants in Georgia.
B. They infest dry and healthy wood.
C. They exclusively build nests in uninfected wood.
D. They primarily nest in wet or rotten wood.
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Explanations
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1. What type of wood does the black polycaon prefer?
A. Softwoods and new construction materials
B. Hardwoods
C. Metal structures
D. Both hardwoods and softwoods

The black polycaon, commonly associated with wood-boring activities, has a particular
preference for softwoods and new construction materials. This preference is primarily
due to the softer texture of softwoods, which makes it easier for the polycaon to bore into
the wood to lay eggs and develop. Newly constructed materials often have not yet been
treated with preservatives or insecticides, making them more attractive to these pests, as
they contain the cellulose and starches that are essential for their growth and
development. While hardwoods do provide a suitable habitat for some wood-destroying
insects, the black polycaon is more specifically inclined to target softwoods because they
offer a more optimal environment for feeding and nesting. Metal structures, on the other
hand, do not provide a conducive habitat for this pest, as they lack the organic material
that wood offers. Although both hardwoods and softwoods can host a variety of pests, the
black polycaon distinctly favors softwoods and new construction materials due to their
particular biological requirements.

2. What happens to wood from dead trees after it dries,
according to New House Borer habits?

A. Becomes more suitable for infestation
B. Is no longer suitable for infestation

C. Can be treated and reused
D. Attracts more pests

Wood from dead trees, once it has dried, is no longer suitable for infestation by the New
House Borer. This pest, which primarily targets softwood species, thrives in moist,
decaying wood where it can readily lay its eggs and where larvae can feed. As the wood
dries, it loses moisture, which is a critical factor for the larvae's development.
Additionally, dry wood becomes less structurally appealing to the New House Borer
because it no longer offers the moist conditions conducive to their lifecycle.
Understanding this ecological relationship is important, especially in the context of pest
control and management strategies. The implications of wood moisture content on pest
behavior underline the need to handle dead trees and fallen wood properly to minimize
the risk of insect infestation.
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3. Which family do flatheaded borers belong to?
A. Curculionidae
B. Buprestidae

C. Cerambycidae
D. Oedemeridae

Flatheaded borers belong to the family Buprestidae. This family is known for its
characteristic flattened body shape, which is where the name "flatheaded" comes from.
Buprestidae comprises a diverse group of beetles, many of which are notable as
wood-boring pests, affecting trees and shrubs by tunneling into the wood, which can
cause significant damage. Understanding the biology and ecological impact of
Buprestidae is crucial for pest management in forestry and agriculture. The larvae of
these beetles borrow into wood and can create extensive galleries, leading to structural
and health issues in affected plants. familiarity with their life cycle and identification is
essential for effective pest control measures. In contrast, the other families mentioned
have different characteristics and ecological roles. Curculionidae typically refers to the
weevils, which are distinguished by their elongated snouts; Cerambycidae includes
longhorn beetles, known for their long antennae and typically cylindrical bodies; and
Oedemeridae, or oily beetles, usually have soft bodies and are not associated with
wood-boring behavior. This clarity in classification highlights the specific traits that
define flatheaded borers as members of the Buprestidae family.

4. Which type of termite requires the least amount of
moisture to thrive?

A. Subterranean
B. Dampwood
C. Drywood

D. Formosan

The type of termite that requires the least amount of moisture to thrive is the Drywood
termite. This species is specially adapted to live in relatively dry conditions and can
survive on the moisture present in the wood itself, which allows it to infest structures
without needing any significant external moisture source. This characteristic enables
Drywood termites to occupy less humid environments compared to other termite species.
In contrast, Subterranean termites typically require higher moisture levels and are
usually found in soil, where they can access both moisture and cellulose materials from
wood or plants. Dampwood termites, as their name suggests, are dependent on high
moisture content found in decaying wood or timber, making them unsuitable for dry
environments. Formosan termites, a specific type of subterranean termite, also need
moisture and tend to build their colonies near water sources, further limiting their
adaptability to dry conditions. Therefore, Drywood termites are uniquely positioned to
thrive in lower humidity environments compared to these other species.
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5. How can you control a Wharf Borer infestation?
A. Seal the wood with paint
B. Remove and replace wet, rotting wood

C. Apply insecticide on the surface
D. Cover with metal sheeting

Controlling a Wharf Borer infestation is most effectively accomplished by removing and
replacing wet, rotting wood. Wharf Borers are wood-boring insects that thrive in damp
environments, where they can easily penetrate and damage soft or decayed wood. By
eliminating the source of moisture and the infested material, you effectively reduce the
habitat and food source for these pests. This proactive approach not only addresses the
current infestation but also helps prevent future occurrences by discouraging the
establishment of new infestations in areas where moisture is controlled. While sealing
wood with paint can provide a degree of protection against future infestations, it does
not solve existing problems and may not be sufficient for wood that is already damaged
or infested. Applying insecticides on the surface can temporarily reduce pest numbers,
but it may not be a long-term solution if the wood itself remains compromised. Covering
wood with metal sheeting could protect it from some environmental damage, but it does
not address existing infestations and may trap moisture, potentially worsening the
problem. Therefore, the most effective strategy for controlling Wharf Borer infestations
involves removing and replacing the damaged wood.

6. Which type of beetle larva is associated with feeding on
hardwoods?

A. True Powder Post Beetle
B. Dampwood Termite

C. Lead Cable Borer

D. Black Polycaon Beetle

The True Powder Post Beetle larva is known for its association with hardwood trees,
where it feeds on the wood. These larvae have specialized mouthparts that are adept at
breaking down the cellulose found in hardwood, allowing them to thrive in this type of
environment. Often found in seasoned or dried wood, the damage they cause can be quite
significant, as they create small exit holes in the wood surface once they emerge as adult
beetles. In contrast, while other insects listed may interact with wood or wood
structures, they do not specifically focus on hardwoods like the True Powder Post Beetle.
Dampwood termites primarily infest damp or decaying wood rather than hardwoods
specifically. The Lead Cable Borer is more associated with feeding on cables and
electrical equipment rather than wood materials. The Black Polycaon Beetle, while it may
interact with various materials, is not primarily known for feeding on hardwoods.
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7. What is the purpose of the standard shower test in
inspections?

A. Check water pressure

B. Ensure waterproofing of the area

C. Verify drainage capabilities

D. Cover the flow of water to a 2-inch depth for 15 minutes

The standard shower test is a specific procedure used during inspections to assess the
waterproofing capabilities of certain areas, particularly around fixtures and in shower
enclosures. The essence of this test is to simulate real-world conditions by allowing water
to flow over a defined area for a specified duration, typically covering a depth of about 2
inches for 15 minutes. This duration and depth are crucial for evaluating how well the
waterproofing measures can withstand prolonged exposure to water and determine if
there are any leaks or failures in the system. This testing method helps inspectors
identify potential weaknesses in the waterproofing that could lead to moisture intrusion,
which in turn could cause structural damage or mold growth over time. Meeting the
criteria established by the shower test signifies that the waterproofing is effective and
that the installation adheres to acceptable standards, ensuring longevity and
functionality. While checking water pressure, ensuring waterproofing, and verifying
drainage capabilities are relevant to understanding the overall performance of a
plumbing system, the specific purpose of the standard shower test is to assess how well
an area can contain water without leakage under controlled conditions, which is
accurately reflected in the correct answer.

8. What color are the swarmers of the Subterranean termite?
A. Black with white wings

B. Brown with translucent wings
C. Red with dark wings
D. All white

The swarmers of the Subterranean termite are typically black with white wings. This is an
important characteristic to recognize, as the color and appearance of termites can aid in
identification and help differentiate them from other pests. Subterranean termite
swarmers are often mistaken for other flying insects, but their dark bodies and
contrasting light wings make them distinctive. Recognizing this coloration is essential
for pest control professionals, as it indicates the need for specific management strategies
when dealing with Subterranean termite colonies. In understanding termite behavior,
the swarmers are responsible for reproduction and dispersal, emerging from mature
colonies to mate and establish new colonies. Knowing the specific identification features,
such as their black bodies and white wings, allows pest control professionals to provide
accurate assessments and treatments for infestations.
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9. How many business days must a written inspection and
report of wood-destroying pests be delivered after the
inspection?

A. 5 business days
B. 10 business days

C. 15 business days
D. 20 business days

The requirement for the delivery of a written inspection and report of wood-destroying
pests is set at 10 business days following the inspection. This timeframe is established to
ensure that clients receive timely and comprehensive information regarding any pest
issues identified during the inspection. The 10-day period allows for a thorough review
and compilation of findings and also aids in facilitating prompt action on the part of the
property owner if pests are discovered. The emphasis on this timeframe highlights the
importance of transparency and accountability in pest control practices, ensuring that
stakeholders are well-informed about the conditions affecting their properties. Other
options suggest shorter or longer periods that do not align with the established
guidelines as stipulated by regulations. Therefore, the correct answer reflects a balance
between urgency and thoroughness in reporting.

10. Which of these statements is true about carpenter ants?
A. They are the smallest ants in Georgia.
B. They infest dry and healthy wood.
C. They exclusively build nests in uninfected wood.
D. They primarily nest in wet or rotten wood.

Carpenter ants are known for their nesting habits, which primarily involve establishing
their colonies in wood that has been compromised in some way, usually due to moisture.
This is because they require a certain level of humidity to thrive within their nests. Wet
or rotten wood provides an optimal environment for them, as it is easier for the ants to
excavate. Contrarily, statements about carpenter ants infesting healthy and dry wood or
exclusively building nests in uninfected wood do not accurately reflect their behavior.
They typically seek out sources that allow for easier tunneling and shelter, which is found
in wood that has been softened by moisture. Understanding these preferences is crucial
for effective pest control strategies aiming to eliminate or manage carpenter ant
populations.
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