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1. How can a driver identify if their school bus is equipped
with an anti-lock braking system (ABS)?

A. By checking for a yellow ABS malfunction lamp on the
instrument panel

B. By inspecting the brake pads
C. By reading the bus manual
D. By asking a mechanic

2. What should a driver remember about holding grudges
when disciplining students?

A. It is acceptable to hold grudges

B. Holding grudges can impact fairness
C. Grudges are necessary for discipline
D. Grudges should be openly expressed

3. Which of the following speeds is appropriate when a driver
lacks a clear view of a railroad crossing?

A. 25 mph
B. 15 mph
C. 35 mph
D. 10 mph

4. When must a driver activate the amber flashing lights
while approaching a school bus stop?

A. 100 feet
B. 150 feet
C. 200 feet
D. 250 feet

5. How often should students receive instruction in
emergency bus evacuation drills?

A. Once each term

B. Once each semester
C. Once each school year
D. Twice each year
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6. What action should be taken by a bus driver before
beginning a trip?
A. Complete a safety check of the bus
B. Start the engine
C. Collect tickets from all passengers
D. Turn on the bus lights

7. What is a key responsibility of a school bus driver
regarding student safety?

A. Monitoring traffic laws

B. Ensuring the bus runs on time

C. Building relationships with parents
D. Implementing emergency procedures

8. How far to the rear should flat mirrors be adjusted to show
the driver?

A. 100 feet
B. 150 feet
C. 200 feet
D. 250 feet

9. How much training is necessary for keeping the school bus
driver's certificate valid each year?

A. 5 hours

B. 10 hours
C. 15 hours
D. 20 hours

10. What type of license must a school bus driver possess?
A. Class C license
B. Class A or B license
C. Commercial license only
D. Passenger endorsement only
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1. How can a driver identify if their school bus is equipped
with an anti-lock braking system (ABS)?

A. By checking for a yellow ABS malfunction lamp on the
instrument panel

B. By inspecting the brake pads
C. By reading the bus manual
D. By asking a mechanic

A school bus driver can identify if their bus is equipped with an anti-lock braking system
(ABS) by checking for a yellow ABS malfunction lamp on the instrument panel. This
specific warning light is a key indicator integrated into most vehicles with ABS. When the
ignition is turned on, the lamp illuminates momentarily to confirm functionality; if it
stays illuminated after starting, it indicates a malfunction or an issue with the ABS. The
other methods suggested do not directly point to the presence of an ABS. Inspecting the
brake pads may provide insight into the brakes' condition but does not confirm if the bus
is equipped with ABS. Reading the bus manual could provide the necessary information,
but this method relies on having access to the manual and may not be as immediate as
checking the instrument panel. Asking a mechanic may yield an answer, but it is not a
practical or immediate method for a driver who needs to verify the system swiftly during

a pre-trip inspection. The presence of the light is the most efficient and reliable way to
confirm if ABS is installed.

2. What should a driver remember about holding grudges
when disciplining students?

A. It is acceptable to hold grudges

B. Holding grudges can impact fairness
C. Grudges are necessary for discipline
D. Grudges should be openly expressed

Holding grudges can significantly impact fairness in the disciplinary process. When a
driver lets personal feelings or past incidents influence their behavior towards students,
it can lead to inconsistent application of rules and consequences. This lack of objectivity
can foster an environment of resentment and mistrust among students, undermining
their respect for authority and the established rules of conduct. In the context of
disciplining students, it is crucial to approach each incident with an open mind,
independent of prior grievances. Doing so ensures that all students are treated equitably,
promoting a positive learning environment where discipline is based on behavior rather
than personal biases. This fairness is vital for effective classroom management and
reinforces the importance of respect and responsibility among students.
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3. Which of the following speeds is appropriate when a driver
lacks a clear view of a railroad crossing?

A. 25 mph

B. 15 mph
C. 35 mph
D. 10 mph

When approaching a railroad crossing where visibility is limited, maintaining a speed of
15 mph is appropriate as it allows the driver to navigate the area safely while giving them
enough time to react to any oncoming trains. At this speed, the driver can efficiently look
both ways and effectively respond if a train is approaching, which is critical since trains
can come very quickly and may not be easily heard until they are very close. Additionally,
this speed reduces the risk of a serious accident while still allowing for forward
momentum as the driver assesses the situation. It strikes a balance between ensuring the
driver's ability to manage their surroundings and maintaining compliance with safety
regulations in potentially hazardous scenarios.

4. When must a driver activate the amber flashing lights
while approaching a school bus stop?

A. 100 feet
B. 150 feet
C. 200 feet
D. 250 feet

A driver must activate the amber flashing lights when approaching a school bus stop to
warn other drivers that the bus is preparing to pick up or drop off children. This
precaution is essential for ensuring the safety of children who may be crossing the street
or near the bus as it comes to a stop. Activating these lights at a distance of 200 feet
allows sufficient time for other drivers to react and slow down, creating a safer
environment for children. The advance warning helps to reduce the chances of
accidents in these critical moments, emphasizing the importance of being attentive while
driving near school zones and bus stops. The law clearly defines this distance to
standardize safety practices and ensure that all drivers have adequate notice when they
encounter a stopped school bus, thus highlighting the responsibility drivers have in
safeguarding children’s safety during school-related transport.
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5. How often should students receive instruction in
emergency bus evacuation drills?

A. Once each term
B. Once each semester
C. Once each school vear

D. Twice each year

Students should receive instruction in emergency bus evacuation drills once each school
year to ensure their safety and preparedness in the event of an emergency. Regular drills
are crucial as they help students become familiar with the procedures and expectations
during an emergency situation. Practicing these drills annually ensures that the
information is remembered and that students know what to do if they need to evacuate
the bus quickly. Conducting drills infrequently could lead to students forgetting
important safety steps, making them less effective in an actual emergency. Repetition is
key in emergency preparedness, and by focusing on once a year, it balances safety
training with students' educational workload.

6. What action should be taken by a bus driver before
beginning a trip?

A. Complete a safety check of the bus

B. Start the engine
C. Collect tickets from all passengers
D. Turn on the bus lights

Before commencing a trip, completing a safety check of the bus is paramount for
ensuring the safety of passengers and the driver. This safety check encompasses a
thorough inspection of the bus's critical components, including brakes, lights, tires, and
fluid levels. By identifying any potential issues prior to departure, the driver can address
them effectively, thereby minimizing the risk of malfunctions during the trip and
fostering a safer environment for everyone on board. While starting the engine,
collecting tickets, and turning on the bus lights are important actions in the overall
process of preparing for a trip, they should occur only after confirming the bus is
mechanically sound and safe for travel. A comprehensive safety check lays the foundation
for a successful trip, enabling drivers to fulfill their responsibility for the well-being of
their passengers and compliance with safety regulations.
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7. What is a key responsibility of a school bus driver
regarding student safety?

A. Monitoring traffic laws

B. Ensuring the bus runs on time

C. Building relationships with parents
D. Implementing emergency procedures

A school bus driver's key responsibility regarding student safety is implementing
emergency procedures. This responsibility is crucial because it ensures that in the event
of an emergency, whether it's a medical issue, a vehicle malfunction, or an accident, the
bus driver can act swiftly and appropriately to protect the safety of the children on board.
This includes knowing how to evacuate the bus safely, managing the situation calmly,
and ensuring that children are accounted for and secure during crises. While monitoring
traffic laws is also important for ensuring safety on the road, it does not directly relate to
the specific protocols that a driver must follow in emergencies. Ensuring that a bus runs
on time is significant for operational efficiency but does not directly impact student
safety. Building relationships with parents can help foster a supportive community but is
not a critical safety measure compared to having the skills and knowledge to implement
emergency procedures effectively.

8. How far to the rear should flat mirrors be adjusted to show
the driver?

A. 100 feet
B. 150 feet
C. 200 feet
D. 250 feet

The correct distance for adjusting flat mirrors is typically set to show the driver a view of
the road behind the bus up to about 200 feet. This adjustment is crucial for ensuring that
the driver has adequate visibility of the surrounding area, particularly when changing
lanes, merging, or when students are boarding or disembarking from the bus. A
distance of 200 feet allows the driver to see potential hazards and adjust their actions
accordingly. This visibility contributes significantly to the safety of both the students and
other road users. Setting the mirrors to show the proper distance ensures that drivers
can maintain a clear perspective on their surroundings, which is essential for the safe
operation of a school bus. Setting the mirrors any closer or further than this specified
distance may hinder the driver's ability to assess their environment accurately.
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9. How much training is necessary for keeping the school bus
driver's certificate valid each year?

A. 5 hours

B. 10 hours
C. 15 hours
D. 20 hours

To maintain a valid school bus driver's certificate in California, a minimum of 10 hours of
training is required each year. This training is essential to ensure that school bus drivers
stay informed about the latest safety regulations, driving practices, and any updates to
laws that pertain to operating a school bus. Regular training also reinforces the skills
necessary to protect the safety of students while they are being transported. The annual
training ensures that drivers remain competent and confident in their abilities, which is
crucial in managing the various challenges that may arise while driving a bus full of
children. This requirement reflects the commitment to high safety standards in school
transportation, emphasizing that ongoing education is necessary in a field that is
continually evolving with new legislation and technology. Thus, the selection of 10 hours
as the correct answer aligns with the established training standards for school bus
drivers in California.

10. What type of license must a school bus driver possess?
A. Class C license
B. Class A or B license

C. Commercial license only
D. Passenger endorsement only

A school bus driver is required to possess either a Class A or Class B license. This
requirement is in place because these classifications are designed for drivers of larger
vehicles, which include buses. A Class B license specifically allows the operation of a
single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of more than 26,000 pounds, or
a bus that can carry 24 or more passengers, including the driver. A Class A license
permits the operation of a combination of vehicles with a combined weight of over 26,000
pounds. Having the appropriate license ensures that bus drivers have the necessary
skills and knowledge to handle the larger size and weight of a school bus, ensuring the
safety of the students they transport. The additional training and requirements
associated with these licenses help ensure that the drivers are well-prepared for the
challenges of driving a school bus, including managing the safety and well-being of
passengers, which is critical when transporting children. While other options refer to
different types of licenses or endorsements, they do not meet the specific criteria
required for operating a school bus in California. Thus, the correct answer encompasses
the specific licensing requirements necessary for school bus drivers.
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