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1. What is an affidavit?
A. A verbal statement of witness
B. A written declaration made under oath
C. A non-legal testimony
D. An informal promise

2. What must a private investigator ensure regarding case
legality?
A. They must follow the client's instructions without question
B. They only need to comply with local laws
C. They must perform within the bounds of the law
D. Legal knowledge is not necessary for this role

3. When conducting due diligence, what is a priority for a
private investigator?
A. Maximizing personal gain
B. Maintaining the confidentiality of the client
C. Gathering as much evidence as possible
D. Building a strong rapport with witnesses

4. How many days can a PI work in California from another
state before needing a local license?
A. 30 days
B. 60 days
C. 90 days
D. 120 days

5. What is the main difference between a credit header and a
credit report?
A. The credit header contains detailed financial information
B. The credit header usually omits employment and liabilities
C. The credit report is more confidential
D. There is no significant difference
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6. What should you do if you notice factual errors in a written
statement by a witness?
A. Have the witness write a statement on the correct facts
B. Report the error to law enforcement
C. Ignore the error if it's minor
D. Rewrite the statement yourself

7. Which of the following is NOT the responsibility of the
county assessor?
A. Locating mobile homes
B. Valuing taxable personal property
C. Recording marriage licenses
D. Enrolling aircraft

8. What is the primary responsibility of a private investigator
when dealing with clients?
A. To maximize their fees
B. To ensure client satisfaction
C. To maintain ethical standards
D. To pressure witnesses for information

9. What is the maximum number of summons a private
investigator can serve without additional registration?
A. 10
B. 15
C. 25
D. 30

10. What is the primary purpose of the Graham Leach Bliley
Act of 1999?
A. To enhance consumer financial privacy
B. To regulate insurance companies
C. To enforce tax compliance among financial institutions
D. To increase banking competition
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. A
7. C
8. C
9. A
10. A
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Explanations

7Sample study guide. Visit https://californiaprivateinvestigator.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What is an affidavit?
A. A verbal statement of witness
B. A written declaration made under oath
C. A non-legal testimony
D. An informal promise

An affidavit is a written declaration made under oath, which is the reason this choice is
the correct answer. In legal terms, an affidavit serves as a formal statement that is sworn
to be true by the person making it, known as the affiant. This process typically involves
signing the document in the presence of a notary public or other authorized official,
providing it with legal standing and ensuring its authenticity.  Affidavits are often used
as evidence in court and can pertain to a variety of subjects including facts, events, or
the personal knowledge of the affiant. Because an affidavit is a written document, it has
the advantage of being a permanent record of the individual's testimony that can be
referred back to as needed, thus lending it greater weight than a mere verbal statement.  
The other choices do not encapsulate the legal significance of an affidavit. A verbal
statement of a witness is not documented and cannot be sworn to in a legal context, a
non-legal testimony does not carry the same weight as an affidavit, and an informal
promise lacks the required formality and legal consequence associated with a sworn
statement.

2. What must a private investigator ensure regarding case
legality?
A. They must follow the client's instructions without question
B. They only need to comply with local laws
C. They must perform within the bounds of the law
D. Legal knowledge is not necessary for this role

A private investigator is responsible for conducting their work within the legal
framework established by federal, state, and local laws. This means any investigative
actions, such as surveillance, interviewing, or researching public records, must be
executed in a manner that is compliant with legal standards.   Operating within the
bounds of the law is essential not only to ensure that the evidence gathered is admissible
in court but also to protect the investigator and their clients from potential legal
repercussions. Engaging in illegal practices could lead to civil or criminal liabilities, loss
of licensure, and damage to one's professional reputation.  The notion that investigators
must follow clients' instructions without question disregards the ethical obligation to
ensure legality in all actions taken. Likewise, being limited to only local laws fails to
account for the broader legal context, which may include state and federal regulations
affecting investigative practices. Lastly, legal knowledge is crucial for private
investigators to navigate complex legal issues and avoid compromising their cases.
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3. When conducting due diligence, what is a priority for a
private investigator?
A. Maximizing personal gain
B. Maintaining the confidentiality of the client
C. Gathering as much evidence as possible
D. Building a strong rapport with witnesses

Maintaining the confidentiality of the client is paramount when conducting due diligence
as a private investigator. This principle is foundational to the profession, as clients often
share sensitive information that requires protection. Upholding confidentiality fosters
trust between the investigator and the client, ensuring a professional relationship where
the client feels secure in sharing important details regarding their case.   When due
diligence is performed, especially in sensitive situations, any breach of confidentiality
could not only harm the client's interests but could also lead to legal repercussions for
the investigator. In many cases, private investigators are bound by ethical guidelines and
legal standards that obligate them to keep client information secret unless consent is
given to disclose it. This commitment to confidentiality is essential for upholding the
integrity of the investigation process and any subsequent findings.  While the other
choices play a role in a comprehensive investigative approach, such as gathering
evidence effectively or cultivating relationships with witnesses, they do not supersede the
critical obligation to protect client confidentiality. A successful private investigator
prioritizes confidentiality to ensure that they can operate effectively while respecting the
legal and ethical boundaries of their work.

4. How many days can a PI work in California from another
state before needing a local license?
A. 30 days
B. 60 days
C. 90 days
D. 120 days

A private investigator from another state can operate in California without needing a
local license for a maximum of 60 days. This regulation ensures that PIs who conduct
business in the state are compliant with California's legal and licensing requirements.
The 60-day limit allows for temporary investigations or project-based work while
ensuring that private investigators are adequately licensed for long-term operations.
Once this period expires, the investigator must obtain the necessary California license to
continue their work in the state, reflecting the importance of regulatory adherence in the
profession.

9Sample study guide. Visit https://californiaprivateinvestigator.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



5. What is the main difference between a credit header and a
credit report?
A. The credit header contains detailed financial information
B. The credit header usually omits employment and liabilities
C. The credit report is more confidential
D. There is no significant difference

The main distinction between a credit header and a credit report lies in the type of
information contained within each. A credit header is essentially a summary of key
identifying information about an individual, including personal details such as name,
address, date of birth, and Social Security number. It functions as a preliminary
identifier without delving into specific financial data.  In contrast, a credit report
provides a comprehensive overview of an individual's credit history, including detailed
financial information such as outstanding debts, payment history, credit inquiries, and
liabilities. One of the critical aspects of a credit header is that it typically omits certain
sensitive details such as employment history and specific debt liabilities which are
commonly found in a full credit report.  Understanding this distinction is essential for
private investigators, as it informs how they might approach gathering personal financial
information while adhering to legal guidelines and protecting individual privacy.

6. What should you do if you notice factual errors in a written
statement by a witness?
A. Have the witness write a statement on the correct facts
B. Report the error to law enforcement
C. Ignore the error if it's minor
D. Rewrite the statement yourself

When a witness provides a written statement that contains factual errors, the appropriate
course of action is to have the witness write a statement reflecting the correct facts. This
approach ensures that the information is accurate and credible, maintaining the integrity
of the investigation. It allows the witness to take ownership of their testimony while
clarifying the details, which can help avoid any potential misunderstandings or legal
issues that could arise from inaccuracies.  Adjusting the witness's account personally,
without their involvement, could lead to ethical concerns and may reduce the reliability
of the testimony. Simply reporting the error or ignoring it, especially if it is perceived as
minor, would not be responsible actions, as even small discrepancies can affect the
outcome of an investigation or legal proceedings. Therefore, engaging the witness in
correcting the statement is the best practice in maintaining the accuracy and validity of
witness testimony.
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7. Which of the following is NOT the responsibility of the
county assessor?
A. Locating mobile homes
B. Valuing taxable personal property
C. Recording marriage licenses
D. Enrolling aircraft

The responsibility of the county assessor primarily revolves around property assessment
and taxation. Their main functions include locating mobile homes, valuing taxable
personal property, and enrolling aircraft, as these tasks are directly related to ensuring
properties are accurately assessed for tax purposes. These responsibilities ensure that all
taxable properties within the county are accounted for and valued appropriately, which is
essential for the funding of public services.  Recording marriage licenses, however, falls
outside the purview of the county assessor's duties. This function typically resides within
the county clerk's office or a similar governmental body focused on civil records. The
county clerk is responsible for maintaining vital statistics and public records, including
marriage licenses, rather than property assessments. This distinction highlights why this
option is correct; the role of the county assessor is specific to property tax assessment
and does not include the management of civil records such as marriage licenses.

8. What is the primary responsibility of a private investigator
when dealing with clients?
A. To maximize their fees
B. To ensure client satisfaction
C. To maintain ethical standards
D. To pressure witnesses for information

The primary responsibility of a private investigator when dealing with clients is to
maintain ethical standards. This means that they must conduct their investigations in a
manner that adheres to legal guidelines and ethical norms, ensuring that their work does
not infringe on the rights of individuals or compromise the integrity of the investigation.
Upholding ethical standards is crucial for building trust with clients and for the
credibility of the investigator’s work in the eyes of the law and the community. 
Maintaining ethical standards encompasses a range of practices, including
confidentiality, honesty in reporting findings, and avoiding conflicts of interest. These
practices are fundamental to the profession and serve to protect both the investigator
and their clients from legal repercussions and reputational harm.  The aspect of
maximizing fees is secondary and not aligned with the professional responsibility that
should be prioritized. Ensuring client satisfaction is important, but it must be balanced
with ethical considerations, as a focus solely on client satisfaction could lead to unethical
practices. Similarly, pressuring witnesses for information is not only unethical but can
also lead to unreliable information and potential legal consequences. Therefore,
maintaining ethical standards is the cornerstone of a private investigator’s responsibility
when engaging with clients.
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9. What is the maximum number of summons a private
investigator can serve without additional registration?
A. 10
B. 15
C. 25
D. 30

The maximum number of summons a private investigator can serve without additional
registration is 10. This limitation exists to ensure that individuals serving legal
documents maintain a level of professionalism and compliance with the legal standards
set by the state.   The rationale behind this regulation is to differentiate the activities of
private investigators from those of registered process servers, who have additional
requirements and training to handle a larger volume of legal documents. By capping the
number of summons to 10, the law aims to maintain oversight and encourage proper
conduct in the legal documentation process, while also safeguarding the legal interests
of the parties involved.  Understanding this limit is crucial for private investigators to
ensure compliance with state regulations and to avoid potential legal complications that
could arise from serving more than the designated number without appropriate
registration.

10. What is the primary purpose of the Graham Leach Bliley
Act of 1999?
A. To enhance consumer financial privacy
B. To regulate insurance companies
C. To enforce tax compliance among financial institutions
D. To increase banking competition

The primary purpose of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act (GLBA) of 1999 is to enhance
consumer financial privacy. This legislation requires financial institutions to establish
privacy policies that inform consumers about how their personal information is collected,
used, and shared. It mandates that institutions must provide customers with the ability
to opt-out of having their information shared with non-affiliated third parties, thereby
empowering individuals to protect their financial data.  While the act includes provisions
that can influence various aspects of the financial industry, its core focus centers on
safeguarding personal financial information and ensuring that consumers are aware of
their rights regarding privacy. This emphasis on privacy is significant in a landscape
where financial data is increasingly at risk of misuse, making the act crucial for
consumer protection.  The other options, such as regulating insurance companies,
enforcing tax compliance, and increasing banking competition, do not capture the
central role of the GLBA in protecting consumer privacy, even though the act does have
implications for those areas in the broader context of the financial services industry.
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