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1. What is the education requirement for becoming a notary
in California?
A. Completion of a four-hour course
B. Completion of a six-hour training course
C. Completion of a eight-hour training course
D. No specific educational requirement

2. Who is responsible for ensuring a notary acts within their
legal bounds?
A. The clients of the notary
B. The state government
C. It is the notary's own responsibility
D. The notary's office

3. Where do notaries obtain their seals?
A. Local government office
B. Secretary of State
C. Department of Justice
D. Professional notary organization

4. Can a notary public provide services outside of the United
States?
A. Yes, as long as they have an international commission
B. No, unless they are specifically commissioned for that

country
C. Yes, in any foreign country
D. No, they cannot perform services abroad at all

5. If asked to notarize an incomplete document, a notary
should:
A. Proceed with caution
B. Refuse
C. Complete the document themselves
D. Consult a lawyer
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6. How must a notary communicate a change of address to
the Secretary of State?
A. Via telephone within 15 days
B. In person immediately
C. By mail within 30 days
D. Through email with no specific time limit

7. What should a notary do if they find a mistake in a
notarized document?
A. Strike through the mistake and initial it
B. Leave it as is since it has already been notarized
C. Prepare a new document and include the correction
D. Contact the signer to discuss the mistake

8. Through what means can an employee and employer limit
services?
A. By state law
B. By contract
C. By mutual agreement
D. By federal law

9. What is an exception to personal appearance by the
principal?
A. Notarization through email confirmation
B. Verification via phone call
C. Subscribing witness
D. Self-attestation

10. Who is primarily responsible for the security of the
notary's journal?
A. The county clerk
B. The notary public themselves
C. The Secretary of State
D. Any office staff present

4Sample study guide. Visit https://californianotary.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. C
7. C
8. B
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the education requirement for becoming a notary
in California?
A. Completion of a four-hour course
B. Completion of a six-hour training course
C. Completion of a eight-hour training course
D. No specific educational requirement

To become a notary in California, an individual is required to complete a six-hour
training course approved by the Secretary of State. This training provides essential
knowledge on notary laws, obligations, and procedures, which are crucial for performing
notarial duties correctly and legally. The course covers topics such as the responsibilities
of a notary, the types of documents that can be notarized, and laws related to notarial
acts, ensuring that prospective notaries are well-prepared for their role.  This
educational requirement is designed to promote professionalism and proficiency among
notaries and helps to safeguard the public by ensuring that notaries understand their
duties and the legal implications of their actions. Without completing this course,
individuals cannot proceed to the next steps in the notary commissioning process, such
as taking the notary exam or filing the appropriate applications.

2. Who is responsible for ensuring a notary acts within their
legal bounds?
A. The clients of the notary
B. The state government
C. It is the notary's own responsibility
D. The notary's office

The notary's own responsibility is paramount in ensuring that they act within their legal
bounds. This self-regulation is rooted in the premise that notaries are public officials
who must adhere to specific laws and guidelines governing their actions. The notary is
required to understand and comply with the legal responsibilities and duties assigned to
them, which include verifying the identities of signers, ensuring documents are complete
and in proper form, and performing their duties with impartiality.  A notary is not only
expected to know the specifics of the notary laws but also must actively seek to uphold
them to avoid legal ramifications, including fines or losing their notary commission.
While others, such as the state government, create the rules and monitor compliance, the
ultimate accountability lies with the notary themselves in making sure their actions are
lawful. This intrinsic responsibility helps maintain the integrity of the notarial process
and protects the interests of the public.
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3. Where do notaries obtain their seals?
A. Local government office
B. Secretary of State
C. Department of Justice
D. Professional notary organization

Notaries in California are required to obtain their seals from the Secretary of State's
office. The seal is an essential tool for notaries, used to authenticate their official acts.
Each seal must meet specific state requirements to ensure it is valid and secure. By
procuring the seal from the Secretary of State, notaries ensure that their seal adheres to
the design standards and regulations set forth by California law.  While local government
offices may oversee notary commissions or maintain records, they do not produce or
issue seals. The Department of Justice handles legal matters and law enforcement but is
not involved in the issuance of notary seals. Professional notary organizations may offer
resources, training, and supplies for notaries, but they do not have the authority to issue
official seals; that responsibility lies solely with the Secretary of State.

4. Can a notary public provide services outside of the United
States?
A. Yes, as long as they have an international commission
B. No, unless they are specifically commissioned for that

country
C. Yes, in any foreign country
D. No, they cannot perform services abroad at all

A notary public's authority is generally limited to the jurisdiction in which they are
commissioned. In California, for instance, notaries public are authorized to perform
notarial acts only within the state's borders and cannot extend their authority to provide
services in foreign countries unless they have a specific commission or authorization
from that country. Thus, option B states that a notary public cannot perform notarial
services abroad unless they are specifically commissioned for that country, which is
accurate as it reflects the legal framework governing notarial acts.  The requirement for
specific commission means that each country has its own laws and regulations regarding
notarial services, and failing to obtain the proper credentials could result in the notarial
acts being invalid or ineffective. For example, an international commission is necessary
for a notary who wishes to perform duties in another country to ensure that they are
recognized and meet the requirements set forth by that jurisdiction, which is not the case
for all notaries. This underlines the importance of understanding international law and
the specific conditions set forth by foreign governments regarding notarial acts.
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5. If asked to notarize an incomplete document, a notary
should:
A. Proceed with caution
B. Refuse
C. Complete the document themselves
D. Consult a lawyer

Proceeding with caution may not fully protect the notary from potential legal issues that
may arise from notarizing an incomplete document. Completing the document
themselves can also be considered tampering with the document and is not within the
scope of a notary's duties. Consulting a lawyer can be a helpful option, but refusing to
notarize the incomplete document is the appropriate and ethical decision for a notary.

6. How must a notary communicate a change of address to
the Secretary of State?
A. Via telephone within 15 days
B. In person immediately
C. By mail within 30 days
D. Through email with no specific time limit

A) A notary should not communicate a change of address via telephone as this is not an
official means of communication and does not provide a paper trail.       B)
Communicating a change of address in person immediately is not necessary and does not
give the notary enough time to properly notify the Secretary of State.       D) While
sending an email may be a quick way to notify the Secretary of State, it is important to
still follow the correct procedure and send a formal notification through mail within 30
days. This ensures that the change of address is properly documented and recorded by
the Secretary of State.

7. What should a notary do if they find a mistake in a
notarized document?
A. Strike through the mistake and initial it
B. Leave it as is since it has already been notarized
C. Prepare a new document and include the correction
D. Contact the signer to discuss the mistake

When a notary discovers a mistake in a notarized document, the appropriate action is to
prepare a new document and include the correction. This action ensures that the
document reflects the true intentions of the parties involved, maintaining the integrity
and accuracy of the notarized record.   By creating a new document, the notary signifies
that the error is being addressed properly, rather than attempting to alter the original
document, which could potentially raise questions about the legitimacy of the
notarization. It is crucial for notaries to avoid making any unauthorized modifications to
the original notarized document, as this could invalidate the notarization and create
legal issues.   Leaving the document as is or attempting to correct it in an informal
manner would not resolve the mistake and could lead to complications or
misunderstandings for the parties relying on the accuracy of the document. Engaging the
signer to discuss the mistake is also not sufficient on its own, as a new, accurate
document is necessary to formally correct the record.
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8. Through what means can an employee and employer limit
services?
A. By state law
B. By contract
C. By mutual agreement
D. By federal law

An employer and employee can limit services by contract, meaning they have an
agreement in writing that outlines the specific services and limitations that are agreed
upon by both parties. State and federal law do not necessarily dictate these service
limitations, and mutual agreement may not always hold the same legal weight as a formal
contract. Therefore, options A, C, and D are incorrect.

9. What is an exception to personal appearance by the
principal?
A. Notarization through email confirmation
B. Verification via phone call
C. Subscribing witness
D. Self-attestation

An exception to personal appearance by the principal is in the form of a "subscribing
witness." This means that the principal's signature can be witnessed and signed by
someone else in their presence. This option is different from notarization through email
confirmation or verification via phone call, as those do not require a physical presence of
the principal. Self-attestation, on the other hand, refers to the principal signing and
confirming the validity of the document themselves, which is not an exception to
personal appearance.

10. Who is primarily responsible for the security of the
notary's journal?
A. The county clerk
B. The notary public themselves
C. The Secretary of State
D. Any office staff present

The responsibility for the security of the notary's journal lies primarily with the notary
public themselves. This is because the notary journal contains sensitive information,
including details of all notarizations performed, and it provides a record of the notary's
professional conduct. Given the significance of the journal as an essential tool for
preventing fraud and ensuring accountability, it is imperative for the notary to safeguard
it against unauthorized access, loss, or theft.  The notary must maintain this journal in a
secure location, ensure that access is limited to authorized individuals only, and follow
any applicable laws regarding the retention and disposal of the journal once it is no
longer in use. Notaries have a legal obligation to protect the confidentiality of the
information contained in their journals, thereby underscoring their duty to take the
necessary precautions for its security. Other options involve entities or individuals who
do not have the same level of direct responsibility for the notary's journal.
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