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1. When must tanks lined to meet upgrade requirements be
inspected by a coatings expert?

A. Before being returned to service
B. Within 5 years of lining

C. After each filling

D. All of the above

2. Which of the following is NOT a condition for an UST
operating permit?

A. Compliance with release reporting requirements

B. Local agency inspections records maintained for three years
C. Written performance claims maintained for five years

D. Monitoring records maintained for at least three years

3. Which statement about a confined space is TRUE?
A. It is designed for continuous employee occupancy
B. It has limited or restricted means of entry or exit
C. It must be equipped with a ventilation fan

D. It is large enough for an employee to enter and perform
assigned work

4. What is NOT correct regarding the testing of newly
installed primary pressurized piping?

A. Hydrostatically at 150% of designed operating pressure

B. Pneumatically at 110% of designed operating pressure
C. Automatic tank gauge 0.1 gph test

D. The minimum test pressure is 40 psi

5. What defines an underground storage tank (UST)?

A. Any tanks for hazardous substances beneath the ground

B. An underground storage tank with connected pipes and
systems

C. A tank located 10% below ground surface

D. A tank at 10% below surface not classified as hazardous
waste
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6. Which of the following is NOT part of the criteria for the
vaulted tank exemption?

A. All exterior surfaces can be monitored by direct viewing

B. The structure provides secondary containment

C. The owner conducts weekly inspections and maintains a log
D. The local agency gets approval from the Regional Board

7. How often must underground storage tanks be inspected
according to California law?

A. Every two years by the local agency
B. Yearly by the designated operator

C. Yearly by the local agency

D. Every three years by the local agency

8. What does CCR state about secondary containment for
double wall systems?

A. It must have automatic line leak detectors

B. Should ensure no intrusion from precipitation
C. Must allow for a 0.1 gph annual test

D. Needs to have a product tight structure

9. For how long must UST owners maintain records of repairs
and upgrades?

A. 3 years

B. 62 years

C. 20 years

D. The remaining operating life of the tank

10. Which upgrade was mandated for petroleum USTs by
December 22, 1998?

A. New installation of containment measures
B. Retrofitting with vapor recovery systems
C. Installation of striker plates

D. Periodic monitoring of tank integrity
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1. When must tanks lined to meet upgrade requirements be
inspected by a coatings expert?

A. Before being returned to service

B. Within 5 years of lining
C. After each filling
D. All of the above

The correct answer highlights the crucial step of ensuring the integrity and effectiveness
of the tank lining before the tank is returned to service. Inspections by a coatings expert
are necessary to verify that the new lining adheres properly, is free from defects, and
meets all regulatory and safety standards. This inspection is a preventative measure that
helps avoid potential leaks or failures that could lead to environmental contamination
and safety hazards. The emphasis on inspection before the tank is put back into use
underlines the importance of maintaining stringent quality control in storage tank
operations. After all, a well-inspected and properly lined tank contributes significantly to
the safety and environmental responsibility of the facility. While other options may seem
reasonable, they do not specifically capture the immediate necessity for an expert
inspection prior to returning the tank to operational status. Inspections after filling or
within a set timeframe following lining do not provide the same level of assurance before
the tank is actively being used again.

2. Which of the following is NOT a condition for an UST
operating permit?

A. Compliance with release reporting requirements

B. Local agency inspections records maintained for three years
C. Written performance claims maintained for five years

D. Monitoring records maintained for at least three years

To understand why the correct answer pertains to the maintenance of local agency
inspection records, it is essential to recognize the requirements typically associated with
an Underground Storage Tank (UST) operating permit. An operating permit for a UST
generally requires compliance with various regulations aimed at ensuring environmental
protection and public safety. This includes complying with release reporting
requirements, which are crucial for identifying and managing potential leaks or spills
from tanks that could contaminate the surrounding environment. Additionally,
monitoring records need to be maintained to demonstrate ongoing safety and compliance
with operational standards. Furthermore, performance claims, particularly regarding the
effectiveness of equipment and safety measures, are significant as they assure regulators
and the public that the facility is being operated responsibly. However, while
maintaining local agency inspection records can be important for operational oversight
and compliance, the specific requirement to retain these records for three years is not
universally mandated for the issuance of a UST operating permit. This makes it distinct
from the other criteria listed, which are more directly tied to the permit's operational
conditions. Understanding these nuances helps clarify why the condition regarding local
agency inspections is not a necessary criterion for the issuance of a UST operating
permit, differentiating it from the other compliance aspects that are critical for safe and
environmentally responsible UST operations.
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3. Which statement about a confined space is TRUE?
A. It is designed for continuous employee occupancy

B. It has limited or restricted means of entry or exit
C. It must be equipped with a ventilation fan

D. It is large enough for an employee to enter and perform
assigned work

The statement regarding confined spaces that is accurate is that it has limited or
restricted means of entry or exit. This characteristic is fundamental to the definition of a
confined space. The limited means of entry or exit can pose significant dangers, as it may
become difficult for individuals to enter or exit quickly in an emergency situation. This
aspect is crucial for safety considerations when assessing confined spaces, especially in
industries where workers may need to access these areas for maintenance, inspection, or
task completion. While the design of a confined space does not include provisions for
continuous employee occupancy (this is not a requirement), and ventilation fans are not
mandatory for every confined space (although good ventilation is necessary for safety), it
is essential that a confined space is indeed large enough for an employee to enter and
perform work, but the emphasis on restricted entry or exit is what defines its
classification. Recognizing these characteristics helps ensure proper safeguards and
protocols are in place when working in or around confined spaces.

4. What is NOT correct regarding the testing of newly
installed primary pressurized piping?

A. Hydrostatically at 150% of designed operating pressure
B. Pneumatically at 110% of designed operating pressure

C. Automatic tank gauge 0.1 gph test
D. The minimum test pressure is 40 psi

The testing of newly installed primary pressurized piping typically requires specific
protocols to ensure the integrity and safety of the system. When evaluating the choice
that does not align with these protocols, it is important to understand the context of the
testing methods. The hydrostatic test, conducted at 150% of the designed operating
pressure, is a standard practice. This test helps identify any leaks or weaknesses in the
piping system by applying high pressure with a liquid. Pneumatic testing at 110% of the
designed operating pressure is also accepted under certain conditions, but it involves
risks due to the compressibility of gases, thus strict guidelines must be followed. The
minimum test pressure of 40 psi ensures a baseline level of pressure is maintained
during testing to verify the system's performance under operational conditions. In
contrast, automatic tank gauge testing of 0.1 gallons per hour (gph) is not typically a
method used for testing newly installed primary pressurized piping. This testing method
is more relevant for monitoring fuel tank integrity rather than evaluating newly installed
piping, making it the least applicable option in this context. Understanding these testing
distinctions is crucial for ensuring the safety and regulatory compliance of underground
storage tank systems.
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5. What defines an underground storage tank (UST)?

A. Any tanks for hazardous substances beneath the ground

B. An underground storage tank with connected pipes and
systems

C. A tank located 10% below ground surface

D. A tank at 10% below surface not classified as hazardous
waste

An underground storage tank (UST) is fundamentally defined as a tank that is primarily
used for the storage of hazardous substances and is situated beneath the ground. This
definition encompasses a broad range of tanks, not just those specifically associated with
hazardous waste, but also includes tanks that may store a variety of potentially harmful
materials. The focus on "hazardous substances" is crucial because it highlights the
regulatory framework that governs USTs. These regulations are put in place to mitigate
environmental risks. Tanks you might encounter that fall under this definition include
those for petroleum products, chemicals, and other substances that, if leaked, could pose
significant contamination risks to the surrounding soil and groundwater. In contrast,
the emphasis on connected pipes and systems, the specific measurement of depth below
the surface, or the classification of materials as hazardous waste does not encapsulate
the essence of what a UST is. While these aspects may be relevant in context, they do not
define the term itself. Thus, understanding that any tank storing hazardous materials
underground falls under UST regulations is key to grasping the broader implications for
safety, environmental protection, and regulatory compliance in the context of
underground storage tanks.

6. Which of the following is NOT part of the criteria for the
vaulted tank exemption?

A. All exterior surfaces can be monitored by direct viewing

B. The structure provides secondary containment

C. The owner conducts weekly inspections and maintains a log
D. The local agency gets approval from the Regional Board

The vaulted tank exemption is designed to ensure certain safety and monitoring
standards are maintained for underground storage tanks (USTs). The correct answer
emphasizes that local agency approval from the Regional Board is not a criteria for this
exemption. Instead, the exemption focuses on the physical and operational
characteristics of the tank itself and the practices in place for monitoring and
maintaining the tank. The criteria for the vaulted tank exemption include aspects like
the visibility of exterior surfaces for direct monitoring, ensuring that the structure
surrounding the tank provides secondary containment to prevent leaks and spills, and
the requirement for the owner to conduct regular inspections accompanied by detailed
logs documenting these checks. These criteria are crucial in establishing a safe and
compliant system that minimizes the risks of contamination and ensures proper
oversight of tank operations. However, the approval from the Regional Board, while
important for overall regulatory compliance, does not directly pertain to the exemption

criteria itself but rather the general regulatory framework within which these tanks
operate.
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7. How often must underground storage tanks be inspected
according to California law?

A. Every two years by the local agency
B. Yearly by the designated operator

C. Yearly by the local agency
D. Every three years by the local agency

According to California law, underground storage tanks (USTs) must be inspected yearly
by the local agency. This requirement is in place to ensure the safety and integrity of
USTs, which are critical for preventing leaks and protecting the environment. Regular
inspections help identify potential issues before they lead to significant problems, such
as soil and groundwater contamination. Performing these inspections on an annual
basis ensures that any deficiencies, such as corrosion, structural damages, or operational
irregularities, are identified promptly. Furthermore, it aligns with California's
commitment to environmental protection and public safety, as USTs pose certain risks if
not properly maintained. While designated operators may carry out their own
inspections and monitoring on a more frequent basis, the legal requirement mandates
that a local agency must conduct inspections every year to provide a standardized level of
oversight and regulatory compliance. This framework supports a proactive approach in
managing the risks associated with fuel storage and distribution in the state.

8. What does CCR state about secondary containment for
double wall systems?

A. It must have automatic line leak detectors
B. Should ensure no intrusion from precipitation

C. Must allow for a 0.1 gph annual test
D. Needs to have a product tight structure

The correct choice highlights the requirement for secondary containment systems to
protect against external factors, such as precipitation, which can compromise the
integrity of the system. California Code of Regulations (CCR) specifies that secondary
containment should be designed to prevent intrusion from rainwater or any other sources
of water. This is crucial because water intrusion can affect the performance of the
containment system, potentially leading to leaks or the degradation of materials used in
construction. When precipitation enters a containment area, it can create a false sense
of security regarding the system's effectiveness, as it may mask or cause a false reading
of spill detection systems. By ensuring that there is no intrusion from precipitation, the
design guarantees the secondary containment remains functional, and any leaks or spills
can be easily detected and addressed. While the other options include relevant
considerations for secondary containment systems—such as the need for automatic leak
detectors and structural integrity—they are not about preventing external factors like
precipitation from affecting the containment. Understanding this requirement
emphasizes the importance of a comprehensive design approach that prioritizes the
operational reliability of double wall systems.
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9. For how long must UST owners maintain records of repairs
and upgrades?

A. 3 years
B. 62 years
C. 20 years

D. The remaining operating life of the tank

UST owners are required to maintain records of repairs and upgrades for the entire
operating life of the tank. This extensive record-keeping is essential for several reasons.
Firstly, it ensures that there is a comprehensive history of the tank's condition, which can
be crucial for ongoing safety assessments and compliance with regulations. Should any
issues arise, having detailed records allows UST owners and inspectors to understand the
tank's maintenance history, identify patterns, and evaluate the effectiveness of past
repairs or upgrades. Additionally, this long-term record-keeping serves to protect the
environment and public health by providing necessary information should any leaks or
failures occur. It affirms compliance with regulatory requirements, demonstrating that
the operators have actively maintained and improved the UST system throughout its life.
Hence, maintaining these records until the tank is no longer in use is a crucial aspect of
responsible UST management.

10. Which upgrade was mandated for petroleum USTs by
December 22, 1998?

A. New installation of containment measures
B. Retrofitting with vapor recovery systems

C. Installation of striker plates
D. Periodic monitoring of tank integrity

The correct upgrade mandated for petroleum underground storage tanks (USTs) by
December 22, 1998, is the installation of striker plates. This requirement arises from the
need to enhance the safety and integrity of UST systems, reducing the risk of damage
and potential leaks that could lead to environmental contamination. Striker plates are
designed to protect the tank from physical damage, particularly in scenarios where
vehicles may come into contact with the UST. By mandating this installation, authorities
aimed to minimize the chances of incidents that could compromise tank integrity and
lead to spills or leaks, which are hazardous to the environment. While other options,
such as installation of vapor recovery systems and periodic monitoring for tank integrity,
are important aspects of UST management and have been addressed in regulations at
different times, they are not the specific upgrades mandated by the stated deadline.
Similarly, while containment measures are critical, the requirement for striker plates
specifically addresses the structural protection and safety aspect for existing tanks
during that time frame.
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