
California Firearm Safety
Certificate (FSC) Practice
Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://californiafsc.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://californiafsc.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://californiafsc.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. Which of the following is a safe practice when handling a
firearm?
A. Keeping your finger on the trigger until ready to shoot
B. Pointing the firearm's muzzle in a safe direction at all times
C. Checking if the firearm is loaded only when you use it
D. Storing the firearm with the safety off

2. Who is exempt from needing a Firearm Safety Certificate to
purchase or acquire a firearm in California?
A. Firearm dealers
B. Active law enforcement officers
C. Military personnel
D. All of the above

3. What is the first step in cleaning a firearm?
A. Apply lubrication generously
B. Make sure the firearm is loaded
C. Disassemble the firearm completely
D. Ensure the firearm is unloaded

4. What is the proper way to transport a firearm in public?
A. Unloaded and in a locked container
B. Loaded but with the safety on
C. Concealed but easily accessible
D. Unloaded and openly carried

5. What does it mean to 'dry fire' a gun?
A. To fire the gun with a type of dry lubricant
B. To clean the firearm after getting it wet
C. To pull the trigger on an empty chamber
D. To fire the gun in very dry conditions
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6. Which of the following individuals is prohibited from
owning a firearm in California?
A. Persons convicted of certain felonies
B. All non-residents
C. Individuals under 21
D. Anyone without a Firearm Safety Certificate

7. When storing a firearm, what is important to do?
A. Store it loaded for quick access
B. Use a trigger lock or gun safe
C. Keep it in an easily accessible place
D. Store it in any box

8. How long is a Firearm Safety Certificate valid?
A. 5 years
B. 10 years
C. 3 years
D. Lifetime

9. When loading a magazine, what is the first step that should
always be taken?
A. Press the first round into the magazine until it clicks
B. Ensure the firearm's action is open and it is unloaded
C. Load the magazine to its full capacity immediately
D. Shake the magazine to check for room

10. Before handling a firearm, what safety precaution should
you take first?
A. Load the firearm with the appropriate ammunition
B. Check that the firearm is unloaded
C. Apply the safety mechanism
D. Put on safety goggles and hearing protection
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1. B
2. D
3. D
4. A
5. C
6. A
7. B
8. A
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Which of the following is a safe practice when handling a
firearm?
A. Keeping your finger on the trigger until ready to shoot
B. Pointing the firearm's muzzle in a safe direction at all times
C. Checking if the firearm is loaded only when you use it
D. Storing the firearm with the safety off

Pointing the firearm's muzzle in a safe direction at all times is indeed a fundamental
safety practice in firearm handling. Maintaining this discipline is essential because it
minimizes the risk of accidentally discharging the firearm in a direction where it could
cause injury to yourself or others. This practice ensures that even in the event of an
accidental discharge, the bullet will not hit someone or something that could lead to
harm.  The other practices highlighted are unsafe and contravene standard safety
protocols. Keeping your finger on the trigger until ready to shoot increases the risk of
inadvertent discharge. Checking if a firearm is loaded only when you intend to use it
overlooks the importance of always being aware of a firearm's status from the moment it
is handled. Storing a firearm with the safety off creates unnecessary risk, as it can lead to
accidental discharges when the firearm is manipulated or accessed.

2. Who is exempt from needing a Firearm Safety Certificate to
purchase or acquire a firearm in California?
A. Firearm dealers
B. Active law enforcement officers
C. Military personnel
D. All of the above

Individuals who are exempt from needing a Firearm Safety Certificate to purchase or
acquire a firearm in California include firearm dealers, active law enforcement officers,
and military personnel. Each of these groups is given special consideration due to their
training and responsibilities related to firearms.  Firearm dealers are already
knowledgeable about firearms and the laws surrounding them, so the requirement for an
additional safety certificate is not deemed necessary for them. Similarly, active law
enforcement officers receive extensive training in the use and handling of firearms as a
core part of their duties, which also justifies their exemption. Military personnel undergo
rigorous firearms training as part of their service, ensuring they are well-versed in
firearm safety and handling.  This exemption recognizes the expertise and
responsibilities that come with these roles, allowing them to operate without the need for
a Firearm Safety Certificate while still prioritizing safety and legal compliance in gun
ownership and usage.
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3. What is the first step in cleaning a firearm?
A. Apply lubrication generously
B. Make sure the firearm is loaded
C. Disassemble the firearm completely
D. Ensure the firearm is unloaded

The first step in cleaning a firearm is to ensure that the firearm is unloaded. This is a
critical safety measure to prevent any accidental discharge while handling the firearm
during the cleaning process. It is always essential to double-check and confirm that the
firearm does not contain any ammunition before starting the cleaning procedure. Once
you have verified that the firearm is unloaded, you can proceed with disassembling the
firearm, applying lubrication, and cleaning it thoroughly.

4. What is the proper way to transport a firearm in public?
A. Unloaded and in a locked container
B. Loaded but with the safety on
C. Concealed but easily accessible
D. Unloaded and openly carried

The correct approach to transporting a firearm in public is to ensure that it is unloaded
and securely stored in a locked container. This method complies with California law,
which emphasizes safety and responsible firearm handling. By transporting a firearm in
this manner, you significantly reduce the risk of accidental discharge and unauthorized
access, especially in public spaces.  Transporting a firearm loaded, regardless of whether
the safety is engaged, does not align with best safety practices or legal requirements.
Similarly, carrying a firearm concealed but easily accessible can pose safety risks and is
often not in compliance with regulations that may require concealed carry permits.
Openly carrying an unloaded firearm can also lead to misunderstandings or panic in the
public and does not provide the same level of safety and security as transporting it in a
locked container. Overall, option A reflects the safest and most legally sound method for
transporting firearms in California.

5. What does it mean to 'dry fire' a gun?
A. To fire the gun with a type of dry lubricant
B. To clean the firearm after getting it wet
C. To pull the trigger on an empty chamber
D. To fire the gun in very dry conditions

The concept of "dry firing" a gun refers to the practice of pulling the trigger on a firearm
when there is no ammunition in the chamber, meaning the gun is essentially empty. This
technique is often used for training purposes, allowing a person to practice trigger
control, sight alignment, and other shooting skills without the distraction and risk that
live ammunition presents. It can help shooters hone their skills and become more
comfortable handling their firearm safely.  In this context, the other choices do not
accurately capture the meaning of dry firing. Using a dry lubricant, cleaning a firearm
after exposure to water, or discharging a weapon in dry conditions are unrelated to the
definition and practice of dry firing. Each of those actions involves different processes or
concerns regarding the maintenance and operation of firearms.
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6. Which of the following individuals is prohibited from
owning a firearm in California?
A. Persons convicted of certain felonies
B. All non-residents
C. Individuals under 21
D. Anyone without a Firearm Safety Certificate

In California, individuals who have been convicted of certain felonies are prohibited from
owning a firearm. This prohibition is in place to ensure the safety and well-being of the
community by preventing individuals with a history of serious criminal offenses from
possessing firearms. It is essential to uphold this restriction to prevent potentially
dangerous individuals from accessing firearms, which could lead to further criminal
activities or harm to others.  Options B, C, and D are incorrect: B. All non-residents:
Non-residents can own firearms in California if they meet the legal requirements and
follow the necessary procedures. C. Individuals under 21: While there are age restrictions
for purchasing firearms in California, individuals under 21 can still legally own and
possess firearms under certain circumstances. D. Anyone without a Firearm Safety
Certificate: While it is required to have a Firearm Safety Certificate to purchase a firearm
in California, not having one does not automatically prohibit someone from owning a
firearm.

7. When storing a firearm, what is important to do?
A. Store it loaded for quick access
B. Use a trigger lock or gun safe
C. Keep it in an easily accessible place
D. Store it in any box

When storing a firearm, it is important to use a trigger lock or gun safe for safety
reasons. Option A is incorrect because storing a loaded firearm can be dangerous,
especially if there are children present. Option C is incorrect because keeping a firearm
in an easily accessible place can also pose a safety risk, as unauthorized individuals may
have access to it. Option D is incorrect because storing a firearm in any box does not
provide proper security measures to prevent accidents or unauthorized access. It is
important to store firearms safely and securely to prevent accidents and potential harm.

8. How long is a Firearm Safety Certificate valid?
A. 5 years
B. 10 years
C. 3 years
D. Lifetime

The correct duration for the validity of a Firearm Safety Certificate is indeed five years.
This applies to the time frame in which the certificate remains valid for purposes of
purchasing firearms or demonstrating compliance with California's firearms safety
regulations. After five years, the certificate must be renewed in order for the holder to
maintain eligibility for firearm purchases. This timeframe is crucial as it ensures that
individuals stay updated on safety practices and laws, which can change over time.   The
other durations mentioned, such as 10 years, 3 years, or lifetime, do not align with the
established regulations governing the Firearm Safety Certificate in California, thereby
making them incorrect.
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9. When loading a magazine, what is the first step that should
always be taken?
A. Press the first round into the magazine until it clicks
B. Ensure the firearm's action is open and it is unloaded
C. Load the magazine to its full capacity immediately
D. Shake the magazine to check for room

The correct first step when loading a magazine is to ensure the firearm's action is open
and that it is unloaded. This is critical for firearm safety. Checking that the action is
open prevents any accidental discharge during the loading process, as it minimizes the
risk of handling a firearm that may be loaded.   By confirming that the firearm is
unloaded, you are promoting a safe environment, which aligns with the fundamental
principles of responsible firearm handling. This practice helps to ensure that you do not
mistakenly load a round into a firearm that is already loaded, which could lead to
dangerous situations. Prioritizing safety is essential, and verifying the status of the
firearm is a foundational step in the process of handling firearms responsibly.

10. Before handling a firearm, what safety precaution should
you take first?
A. Load the firearm with the appropriate ammunition
B. Check that the firearm is unloaded
C. Apply the safety mechanism
D. Put on safety goggles and hearing protection

The safest and most vital precaution before handling a firearm is to check that it is
unloaded. This step is crucial because it ensures that there is no live ammunition in the
firearm, significantly reducing the risk of accidental discharge. Properly verifying that
the firearm is unloaded protects both the person handling the firearm and others nearby
from potential harm.  While applying the safety mechanism, loading the firearm, and
using appropriate personal protective equipment like safety goggles and hearing
protection are all important safety practices, they should only be performed after
confirming that the firearm is unloaded. Loading a firearm or relying on safety
mechanisms without first checking for ammunition can lead to dangerous outcomes.
Personal protective equipment should also be used, but again, the priority is to ensure
the firearm is safe to handle from the outset.
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