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1. Why is it important to identify your target and what is
beyond it?
A. To ensure maximum damage
B. To make adjustment for wind speed
C. To prevent unintentional harm to people or property
D. To calculate the correct bullet drop

2. For a firearm to be considered 'safe' by California
standards, which of the following must be true?
A. It must pass a drop test
B. It must have a magazine disconnect mechanism
C. It must have a chamber load indicator
D. All of the above

3. Who is prohibited from owning a firearm in California?
A. Individuals under 21 years of age.
B. Individuals convicted of certain misdemeanors.
C. Non-residents of California.
D. License holders of other states.

4. Which of the following actions should be taken if a firearm
fails to fire when the trigger is pulled?
A. Pull the trigger again
B. Keep the firearm pointed in a safe direction and investigate

the cause
C. Shake the firearm and try again
D. Immediately unload the firearm

5. When is it legal to carry a concealed handgun without a
permit in California?
A. In your home or fixed place of business
B. While hiking in remote areas
C. When driving long distances for personal protection
D. In public spaces for self-defense
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6. What is the primary benefit of using a gun safe?
A. To prevent unauthorized access to the firearm
B. To keep the gun clean
C. To comply with open carry laws
D. To enhance the appearance of the firearm

7. What should you do before crossing a fence, climbing a
tree, or jumping a ditch with a firearm?
A. Unload the firearm
B. Put the safety on
C. Leave the gun on the ground
D. Hand the gun to a friend

8. Under what circumstance is it safe to cross a fence, ditch,
or other obstacle with a loaded gun?
A. If the safety is on
B. If you are wearing a safety harness
C. Never
D. When you are in a hurry

9. What must be done before cleaning a firearm?
A. Disassemble it fully
B. Check that it is unloaded
C. Leave the safety off
D. Notify local law enforcement

10. What does California law require before any firearm sale
or transfer?
A. A waiting period of 10 days
B. A background check of the buyer
C. Completion of a Firearm Safety Certificate test
D. All of the above
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Answers

5Sample study guide. Visit https://californiafsc.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. C
2. D
3. B
4. B
5. A
6. A
7. A
8. C
9. B
10. D
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Explanations

7Sample study guide. Visit https://californiafsc.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. Why is it important to identify your target and what is
beyond it?
A. To ensure maximum damage
B. To make adjustment for wind speed
C. To prevent unintentional harm to people or property
D. To calculate the correct bullet drop

Identifying your target and what lies beyond it is crucial for ensuring safety and
responsibility in firearm use. This practice helps prevent unintentional harm to people or
property, as a bullet can travel far beyond the intended target. When aiming, it is vital to
be aware of the environment surrounding the target, as stray shots can result in injuries
or fatalities to unintended targets or damage to property. This knowledge is a
fundamental part of safe shooting practices and is emphasized in firearm safety training
to mitigate risks associated with handling firearms in various settings.

2. For a firearm to be considered 'safe' by California
standards, which of the following must be true?
A. It must pass a drop test
B. It must have a magazine disconnect mechanism
C. It must have a chamber load indicator
D. All of the above

A firearm is considered 'safe' by California standards when it meets certain criteria
designed to prevent accidental discharges and enhance the overall safety of use. The
requirement that it must pass a drop test ensures that the firearm will not discharge if
dropped. This is crucial in preventing unintended injury in the event of an accident. 
Additionally, having a magazine disconnect mechanism adds another layer of safety by
allowing the firearm to be disabled and preventing it from firing when the magazine is
removed. This feature is especially useful during cleaning and maintenance, reducing the
risk of accidental discharge.  Furthermore, a chamber load indicator provides a visual or
tactile cue indicating whether there is a round in the chamber. This feature enhances the
user's awareness of the firearm's status, allowing for safer handling practices.  As all of
these safety features contribute significantly to the overall safety of the firearm, meeting
all these standards concurrently is required for a firearm to be classified as 'safe' under
California law. Thus, all of those criteria must be satisfied for the firearm to align with
safety regulations.
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3. Who is prohibited from owning a firearm in California?
A. Individuals under 21 years of age.
B. Individuals convicted of certain misdemeanors.
C. Non-residents of California.
D. License holders of other states.

In California, the law prohibits individuals who have been convicted of certain
misdemeanors from owning a firearm. This includes offenses such as assault, domestic
violence, and drug offenses. Option A, individuals under 21 years of age, is incorrect
because California law allows individuals aged 18-20 to obtain a license to own a firearm,
although they are restricted in the type of firearms they can purchase. Option C,
non-residents of California, is incorrect because there are processes for non-residents to
legally purchase and own firearms in the state. Option D, license holders of other states,
is incorrect because California law does not automatically recognize out-of-state gun
licenses and has its own criteria for owning firearms.

4. Which of the following actions should be taken if a firearm
fails to fire when the trigger is pulled?
A. Pull the trigger again
B. Keep the firearm pointed in a safe direction and investigate

the cause
C. Shake the firearm and try again
D. Immediately unload the firearm

When a firearm fails to fire after the trigger is pulled, it is essential to prioritize safety
and take the appropriate steps to investigate the situation. Maintaining the firearm
pointed in a safe direction reduces the risk of accidental discharge, which is crucial in
any handling of firearms. By keeping the gun directed away from yourself and others, you
ensure that if the firearm were to discharge unexpectedly, it would not pose a danger. 
Investigating the cause of the malfunction is also an important step because it helps
identify whether the issue is related to the ammunition, the firearm itself, or another
factor. This approach is more responsible than simply pulling the trigger repeatedly or
shaking the firearm, both of which can increase the risk of an unintended discharge.
Unloading the firearm is necessary in a malfunction situation, but it is best performed
after ensuring it is pointed in a safe direction and diagnosing the issue first.  This
methodical approach to handling a malfunction reflects good safety practices and helps
prevent accidents while allowing you to resolve the issue effectively.
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5. When is it legal to carry a concealed handgun without a
permit in California?
A. In your home or fixed place of business
B. While hiking in remote areas
C. When driving long distances for personal protection
D. In public spaces for self-defense

Carrying a concealed handgun without a permit in California is legal in your home or
fixed place of business. This exception is rooted in the understanding that individuals
have the right to defend themselves and their families within their own residences or in
the places where they conduct their business activities.   This provision does not extend
to other scenarios mentioned, such as hiking in remote areas, which may not constitute a
fixed place of business or home, or while driving long distances for personal protection,
which also does not meet the requirements set by California law for carrying a concealed
weapon without a permit. Public spaces for self-defense typically require a concealed
carry permit, as California law is stringent regarding the carrying of firearms in public
settings.

6. What is the primary benefit of using a gun safe?
A. To prevent unauthorized access to the firearm
B. To keep the gun clean
C. To comply with open carry laws
D. To enhance the appearance of the firearm

Using a gun safe primarily benefits by preventing unauthorized access to the firearm.
This is crucial for ensuring the safety of individuals in a household, especially when there
are children or visitors present who should not have access to firearms. By securely
storing the firearm in a gun safe, it reduces the risk of accidents, theft, or misuse. This
safety measure is a responsible practice for all gun owners to follow.

7. What should you do before crossing a fence, climbing a
tree, or jumping a ditch with a firearm?
A. Unload the firearm
B. Put the safety on
C. Leave the gun on the ground
D. Hand the gun to a friend

Prior to crossing a fence, climbing a tree, or jumping a ditch while handling a firearm, it
is essential to unload the firearm. This action is imperative for ensuring safety, as it
minimizes the risk of accidental discharge that could occur due to slips, falls, or missteps
during these physically demanding movements. By unloading the firearm, you effectively
eliminate the possibility of an unintended firing event which could result in injury to
yourself or others.  Putting the safety on is certainly a good practice, but it does not
completely eliminate the potential hazard associated with carrying a loaded firearm while
navigating obstacles. Leaving the gun on the ground can be problematic, as it may create
a situation where the firearm can be accessed by someone else unintentionally. Handing
the gun to a friend is risky because it requires trust in the other person's handling skills
and situational awareness, which may not be guaranteed in a dynamic outdoor
environment. Thus, unloading the firearm is the safest and most responsible action to
take.
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8. Under what circumstance is it safe to cross a fence, ditch,
or other obstacle with a loaded gun?
A. If the safety is on
B. If you are wearing a safety harness
C. Never
D. When you are in a hurry

It is never safe to cross a fence, ditch, or other obstacle with a loaded gun. This is
because these obstacles may require you to change your body position and holding a
loaded gun while doing so can lead to accidental discharge. Additionally, if you are in a
hurry or not wearing a safety harness, it can increase the risk of injury or harm.
Therefore, it is important to always unload your gun and properly store it before
navigating any obstacles.

9. What must be done before cleaning a firearm?
A. Disassemble it fully
B. Check that it is unloaded
C. Leave the safety off
D. Notify local law enforcement

The crucial step that must be taken before cleaning a firearm is to check that it is
unloaded. This is a fundamental safety practice in firearm handling. Ensuring the firearm
is unloaded prevents any accidental discharge while cleaning, which can lead to serious
injuries or fatalities.   It's important to explicitly verify that there are no rounds in the
chamber or magazine. This ensures the person cleaning the firearm can do so with
confidence and safety. Checking that the firearm is unloaded represents a responsible
approach, emphasizing the importance of safety in all interactions with weapons.   While
disassembling the firearm may be necessary for thorough cleaning, it is secondary to
ensuring that the firearm is clear of ammunition. Leaving the safety off poses a
significant risk, and notifying local law enforcement is unnecessary in typical cleaning
scenarios unless specific legal requirements exist or if there is a need for police
involvement for other reasons.
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10. What does California law require before any firearm sale
or transfer?
A. A waiting period of 10 days
B. A background check of the buyer
C. Completion of a Firearm Safety Certificate test
D. All of the above

California law indeed requires several key steps before any firearm sale or transfer can
take place, reflecting the state's commitment to firearm safety and responsible
ownership.   A waiting period of 10 days is implemented to allow for cooling-off time and
to conduct thorough background checks. This helps to ensure that impulsive decisions do
not lead to tragic consequences.  In addition, a background check of the buyer is
mandated, ensuring that individuals attempting to purchase firearms do not have a
disqualifying criminal history or mental health issues that would prohibit them from
legally owning a firearm.  Moreover, completion of a Firearm Safety Certificate test is
necessary, which equips potential owners with essential knowledge about safe handling,
storage, and the responsibilities of firearm ownership.  All of these requirements
collectively aim to promote safety and responsible ownership in California, illustrating
why the complete answer encompasses each of these critical components.
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