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1. What do hippoboscids do to hawks?
A. They help in grooming
B. They transmit diseases and can cause anemia
C. They are beneficial parasites
D. They are harmless insects

2. What is the minimum age requirement for general
falconers in Louisiana?
A. 14 years old
B. 15 years old
C. 16 years old
D. 18 years old

3. What behavior may suggest that a bird is not well?
A. Feaking after eating
B. Staying active during hunts
C. Maintaining a consistent weight
D. Exhibiting normal flight patterns

4. What is a key attribute of a 'passage bird'?
A. It can breed for the first time this season
B. It is a young bird that has recently left its nest
C. It has completed its first migration
D. It is used for breeding purposes in falconry

5. What is the hunting preference of longwings compared to
other hawks?
A. They prefer to hunt near water sources
B. They primarily hunt smaller prey only
C. They are more of a scavenger
D. They hunt larger birds
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6. What is the best daily method for an apprentice falconer to
judge their raptor's condition?
A. Monitoring feather quality
B. Weighing the raptor
C. Feeling the keel
D. Checking for signs of yarak

7. In which falcon species is sexual dimorphism found in both
plumage coloration and pattern?
A. Peregrine Falcon
B. American Kestrel
C. Gyrfalcon
D. None of the above

8. Which raptor is known for its impressive diving speed?
A. Red-tailed Hawk
B. Peregrine falcon
C. Harris' Hawk
D. Aplomado falcon

9. Male Red-tailed Hawks are preferred over females because
...
A. Females are too clumsy to take squirrels
B. Males are more agile and take jack rabbits easier
C. Males are easier to man
D. None of the above

10. What is the best method for repairing a broken remige
feather?
A. Leave it alone - do nothing
B. Pluck out the feather stump to stimulate growth
C. Wait until natural molting occurs
D. Repair the feather by imping
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. A
4. B
5. D
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. D
10. D
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Explanations
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1. What do hippoboscids do to hawks?
A. They help in grooming
B. They transmit diseases and can cause anemia
C. They are beneficial parasites
D. They are harmless insects

Hippoboscids, commonly known as louse flies, are parasitic insects that primarily prey on
birds, including hawks. These flies can have a detrimental effect on their hosts by
sucking blood, which can lead to a range of health issues. One significant concern is the
transmission of diseases; hippoboscids are known vectors for pathogens that can cause
various infections in birds. Additionally, their blood-feeding behavior can lead to anemia,
a condition where there is a deficiency of red blood cells or hemoglobin in the blood,
causing weakness and fatigue in the affected birds.  In contrast, the other options
suggest roles that hippoboscids do not fulfill. They do not help in grooming or provide
any beneficial effects, and they certainly are not harmless. Rather, their impact is
primarily negative, posing significant health risks to hawks and other birds they infest.
Thus, acknowledging their role in disease transmission and potential to cause anemia
accurately reflects the negative consequences these parasites have on hawks.

2. What is the minimum age requirement for general
falconers in Louisiana?
A. 14 years old
B. 15 years old
C. 16 years old
D. 18 years old

In Louisiana, the minimum age requirement for general falconers is 16 years old. This
age requirement is established to ensure that individuals seeking to practice falconry
possess the maturity and responsibility necessary to care for and handle birds of prey,
which can be quite demanding and require a solid understanding of both the legal and
ethical considerations associated with falconry. Falconry involves a commitment to the
welfare of the birds, as well as adherence to regulations governing their use and
conservation. Age limits are implemented by wildlife management authorities to promote
responsible practices within the sport and protect both the falconers and the birds in
their care.
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3. What behavior may suggest that a bird is not well?
A. Feaking after eating
B. Staying active during hunts
C. Maintaining a consistent weight
D. Exhibiting normal flight patterns

Feaking after eating is a normal behavior for many raptors, where they wipe their beaks
on perches or other surfaces to clean off any leftover food. However, excessive feaking or
unusual feaking behavior can indicate that the bird is uncomfortable or experiencing
issues such as irritation or illness. When a bird is not well, it may engage in excessive
feaking as a sign of stress or discomfort, which differs from the typical, occasional
behavior seen in healthy birds.  The other choices indicate signs of a healthy bird.
Staying active during hunts reflects vitality and normal behavior, while maintaining a
consistent weight suggests proper feeding and health. Similarly, exhibiting normal flight
patterns is indicative of a bird that is in good condition and able to fly without difficulty.
These behaviors contrast with excessive feaking, making it a more telling sign of
potential health issues.

4. What is a key attribute of a 'passage bird'?
A. It can breed for the first time this season
B. It is a young bird that has recently left its nest
C. It has completed its first migration
D. It is used for breeding purposes in falconry

A key attribute of a passage bird is that it is a young bird that has recently left its nest.
This term specifically refers to birds that are in the juvenile stage of their life cycle and
are often migrating for the first time after fledging. These birds are typically between the
ages of 4 to 10 months when they are considered passage birds. They are characterized
by their independence from their parents and their readiness to adapt to new
environments, which makes them suitable for falconry, especially for training and
hunting.  The significance of this attribute is that passage birds are often more robust
and adaptable compared to older birds, which can lead to better performance in falconry
practices. In the wild, they are still learning and growing, and their youthfulness adds an
extra layer of training potential for falconers.  The other options refer to different life
stages or usages of birds that do not align with the specific definition of a passage bird.
Therefore, focusing on the accurate definition ensures clarity in understanding the
various classifications of birds relevant to falconry.
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5. What is the hunting preference of longwings compared to
other hawks?
A. They prefer to hunt near water sources
B. They primarily hunt smaller prey only
C. They are more of a scavenger
D. They hunt larger birds

Longwings, also known as falcons, are characterized by their unique hunting style and
prey preference. They are adept hunters that often target larger birds compared to many
other hawk species. This ability is due to their specialized flight skills and remarkable
speed, which allows them to dive rapidly and catch their prey mid-air.   Longwings have
evolved to hunt avian prey as a significant portion of their diet, showcasing their agility
and precision. Unlike some hawks that may focus more on ground-dwelling animals or
smaller prey species, longwings specifically excel at capturing larger birds, reflecting
their specific adaptations and hunting strategies. This distinguishes them from other
raptor species that may have different prey preferences and hunting techniques.

6. What is the best daily method for an apprentice falconer to
judge their raptor's condition?
A. Monitoring feather quality
B. Weighing the raptor
C. Feeling the keel
D. Checking for signs of yarak

Weighing the raptor is the most effective daily method for an apprentice falconer to
assess their bird's condition because weight can be a clear indicator of overall health and
well-being. A falconer typically establishes a baseline weight for their bird when it is in
good condition. By monitoring any fluctuations in weight, the falconer can detect
changes that may indicate health issues, improper feeding, or stress.   Regular weight
checks help ensure that the bird is not too heavy, which could hinder its ability to fly and
hunt effectively, nor too light, which could suggest illness or inadequate nutrition. This
systematic tracking is crucial for maintaining the animal's optimal physical condition,
especially since raptors can show significant physiological changes quickly.   While
monitoring feather quality and feeling the keel are also important aspects of raptor care,
they are more subjective compared to weight measurements. Feather quality can indicate
overall health, and checking the keel can provide insight into body condition, but neither
method offers the direct, quantifiable data that weight provides. Checking for signs of
yarak, which refers to a state of heightened aggression or readiness in a bird, is more
relevant during hunting training than for routine health assessments.
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7. In which falcon species is sexual dimorphism found in both
plumage coloration and pattern?
A. Peregrine Falcon
B. American Kestrel
C. Gyrfalcon
D. None of the above

The American Kestrel is the correct choice because it exhibits distinct sexual dimorphism
in both plumage coloration and pattern. Males typically have brighter and more colorful
plumage, featuring a slate-blue-gray head and wings, along with rufous markings on the
back and a spotted chest. In contrast, females are generally more subdued in color, with
rich brown tones and a more streaked appearance. This difference not only aids in
identification but also plays a role in their breeding behaviors, as the vibrant coloring of
the male can attract females during mating season.  The other species mentioned, such
as the Peregrine Falcon and Gyrfalcon, do exhibit some degree of sexual dimorphism,
particularly in size, but they do not display significant differences in plumage coloration
or pattern like the American Kestrel does. Hence, they are not considered examples of
sexual dimorphism in the same way as seen in kestrels.

8. Which raptor is known for its impressive diving speed?
A. Red-tailed Hawk
B. Peregrine falcon
C. Harris' Hawk
D. Aplomado falcon

The Peregrine falcon is renowned for its extraordinary diving speed, often reaching
speeds exceeding 240 miles per hour during a hunting stoop (high-speed dive). This
remarkable ability makes it not only the fastest bird but also the fastest member of the
animal kingdom when in a dive. The unique aerodynamic body shape and strong
muscular build of the Peregrine falcon allow it to achieve such high velocities, enabling it
to pursue and capture prey with astonishing efficiency.  In contrast, the other raptors
listed are skilled hunters but do not possess the same level of speed during a dive. The
Red-tailed Hawk, while an adept predator, primarily hunts using soaring and gliding
techniques rather than high-speed dives. Harris' Hawk is known for its social hunting
behavior and cooperative strategies, and the Aplomado falcon is a smaller falcon that
exhibits agility and speed, but neither matches the breathtaking dive speeds of the
Peregrine falcon.
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9. Male Red-tailed Hawks are preferred over females because
...
A. Females are too clumsy to take squirrels
B. Males are more agile and take jack rabbits easier
C. Males are easier to man
D. None of the above

In the context of falconry, the preference for male Red-tailed Hawks often hinges on their
size, behavior, and hunting capabilities. Male Red-tailed Hawks tend to be smaller and
more agile compared to females, which can make them more adept at catching smaller,
quicker prey. This agility can be particularly advantageous when hunting fast-moving
animals like jackrabbits or squirrels, giving them an edge in certain hunting scenarios. 
The belief that males are easier to man ties into the observations of some falconers
favoring the training characteristics of males, which may be influenced by their size and
temperament. However, different individuals may behave differently, and various factors
contribute to a trainer's success with any hawk, regardless of sex.   While the notion that
females are "too clumsy" is not accurate, as both genders can be highly skilled hunters,
and suggesting that males are universally preferred lacks complexity. Thus, the answer
indicating "None of the above" highlights the nuanced understanding required in
falconry, recognizing that there isn't a one-size-fits-all reason for preferring one sex over
the other.

10. What is the best method for repairing a broken remige
feather?
A. Leave it alone - do nothing
B. Pluck out the feather stump to stimulate growth
C. Wait until natural molting occurs
D. Repair the feather by imping

Imping is recognized as the best method for repairing a broken remige feather because it
involves a precise technique where a replacement feather or a dowel is inserted into the
shaft of the damaged feather. This method not only restores the structural integrity of
the feather but also allows the bird to maintain its flight capabilities. Proper imping
connects the new feather securely to the bird, ensuring it functions similarly to a
naturally grown feather.  In contrast, doing nothing will not address the issue and may
lead to further complications for the bird, as a broken feather can hinder flight. Plucking
out the feather stump could cause unnecessary pain and stress to the bird without
guaranteeing regrowth of a healthy feather. Waiting for natural molting processes can
take an extended period, during which the bird could be disadvantaged, especially if
flight is essential for its well-being or conservation needs. Thus, imping is the most
effective and humane option for feather repair in falconry.
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