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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. How should magnetic sensors be spaced to maintain
effectiveness?
A. 1 inch apart
B. 3/8 inch to 1 foot apart; wider gaps require stronger magnets
C. 6 inches apart
D. No spacing requirement

2. If you are diagnosing a false alarm that was not caused by
user error, what is the recommended procedure?
A. Call the fire department
B. Do an overall check of the system and look for interference

from rodents, water, and outside sources
C. Replace the control panel
D. Ignore and reset the system

3. When can an ACO conduct an investigation?
A. At any time
B. Only if incidental to personal injury, theft, loss,

embezzlement, misappropriation, or concealment of any
property, or any other thing enumerated in this section which
he or she has been hired or engaged to protect

C. Only with a court order
D. Only if property owner requests an investigation

4. Which forms must be provided to an injured employee
following a work-related injury?
A. W-4 and NOPE
B. DWC-1 and DWC-2
C. DWC-1 and NOPE
D. DWC-2 and NOPE

5. What does series wiring do?
A. Increases current capacity
B. Increases both voltage and amp-hour capacity
C. Increases voltage but not amp-hour capacity
D. Decreases voltage
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6. Which color band represents the tolerance in the 100 ohm
resistor example?
A. Gold
B. Silver
C. Red
D. Brown

7. Which detector technology is most effective for intruders
moving across a field?
A. Microwave
B. Infrared
C. Ultrasonic
D. Photoelectric

8. Which option best describes 'Labeled' in equipment
compliance?
A. A label or identifying mark attached to equipment by an

organization acceptable to the AHJ
B. A warranty certificate from the manufacturer
C. A price tag on the equipment
D. An internal inspection sticker from the installer

9. Mesh networks are only approved for burglary alarm
signals and not approved by NFPA 72 for transmitting
commercial fire alarms.
A. FALSE
B. TRUE
C. Not approved for any alarm type
D. Approved for both burglar and fire alarms

10. Plenum-rated cables are designed for plenum spaces
because they have a very low fire load and produce less toxic
smoke.
A. False
B. True
C. Only true for outdoor spaces
D. Only for high-voltage
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. C
5. C
6. A
7. B
8. A
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. How should magnetic sensors be spaced to maintain
effectiveness?
A. 1 inch apart
B. 3/8 inch to 1 foot apart; wider gaps require stronger magnets
C. 6 inches apart
D. No spacing requirement

Maintaining reliable magnetic sensing hinges on the magnetic coupling between the
magnet and the reed switch. The magnetic field weakens as the gap between them
increases, so you need a spacing that keeps the flux strong enough to actuate the switch
consistently. The recommended range is 3/8 inch to 1 foot apart. Within this span, the
reed switch reliably closes when the door or window is shut, and you avoid nuisance
issues from being too close or too far. If you must have a larger gap than that, you’d need
a stronger magnet (or additional magnets) to compensate for the loss of flux and
maintain effectiveness.

2. If you are diagnosing a false alarm that was not caused by
user error, what is the recommended procedure?
A. Call the fire department
B. Do an overall check of the system and look for interference

from rodents, water, and outside sources
C. Replace the control panel
D. Ignore and reset the system

When a false alarm occurs and user action wasn’t at fault, the right approach is to
perform a thorough system check to identify non-user-caused triggers. This approach
works because false alarms often come from environmental or mechanical sources rather
than deliberate tampering or misuse. Inspecting the entire system helps uncover issues
like damaged or chewed wiring from rodents, moisture or water exposure near sensors,
and interference from outside sources such as dust, wind, or other nearby electronics. By
verifying each device, checking power and battery status, cleaning or replacing faulty
detectors, and looking for environmental influences, you can pinpoint and fix the
underlying cause rather than just resetting. This reduces the likelihood of repeat false
alarms and avoids unnecessary emergency responses. Calling the fire department for a
non-emergency false alarm is inappropriate, replacing the control panel without evidence
of a fault is premature, and simply resetting without investigation can mask the problem
and lead to further false alarms.
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3. When can an ACO conduct an investigation?
A. At any time
B. Only if incidental to personal injury, theft, loss,

embezzlement, misappropriation, or concealment of any
property, or any other thing enumerated in this section which
he or she has been hired or engaged to protect

C. Only with a court order
D. Only if property owner requests an investigation

An ACO’s investigative authority is limited to activities tied to the protection work they
were hired to perform. They may conduct an investigation only when it is incidental to
events affecting the property they are safeguarding—such as personal injury, theft, loss,
embezzlement, misappropriation, or concealment of property, or other items listed in the
section—and only as part of that protective engagement. This ensures their role stays
within the scope of guarding the property rather than acting as a general investigator. 
Why the other notions aren’t appropriate: conducting investigations at any time would
exceed the protective scope; requiring a court order isn’t typically needed for routine
protective inquiries; and waiting for a property owner to request an investigation would
unnecessarily limit action on incidents the ACO is hired to address.

4. Which forms must be provided to an injured employee
following a work-related injury?
A. W-4 and NOPE
B. DWC-1 and DWC-2
C. DWC-1 and NOPE
D. DWC-2 and NOPE

When a work-related injury happens, the employee should be given the forms that start
the workers’ compensation process and explain rights. The DWC-1 form, labeled
Employee’s Claim for Workers’ Compensation Benefits, initiates the claim and outlines
entitlement to medical care and wage benefits once filed. The NOPE, a Notice of
Potential Eligibility/Right-to-Benefits document, informs the employee about their rights
and how to proceed with treatment and benefits. Other forms like the W-4 are unrelated
to workers’ compensation, and the DWC-2 is an employer’s report to the Division of
Workers’ Compensation, not something the employee uses to file a claim. So, the
necessary forms to provide are the DWC-1 and NOPE.

5. What does series wiring do?
A. Increases current capacity
B. Increases both voltage and amp-hour capacity
C. Increases voltage but not amp-hour capacity
D. Decreases voltage

In series wiring, voltages add while the amp-hour rating stays the same. When you
connect components in a series chain, the total voltage is the sum of each source, but the
same current flows through every element, so you don’t increase how much charge you
can draw over time. For example, two 12V batteries rated at 100Ah in series give 24V at
100Ah. The energy storage goes up because the voltage is higher, but the amp-hour
capacity remains that of a single device. If you want more amp-hours, you’d connect
batteries in parallel, which keeps the voltage the same and increases the Ah.
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6. Which color band represents the tolerance in the 100 ohm
resistor example?
A. Gold
B. Silver
C. Red
D. Brown

Color bands on resistors tell you not only the resistance value but also how precise it is.
In the common four-band code, the first two bands are the digits, the third is the
multiplier, and the fourth shows tolerance. For a 100-ohm resistor, the digits are 1 and 0
(brown and black), the multiplier is brown (×10), so 10 × 10 = 100 ohms. The last band
indicates tolerance, and in this typical example that band is gold, which means a
tolerance of ±5%. So gold represents the tolerance. If you saw silver, that would be
±10%; red would be ±2%; brown would be ±1%—these reflect different tolerance levels,
not the one shown in this particular 100-ohm example.

7. Which detector technology is most effective for intruders
moving across a field?
A. Microwave
B. Infrared
C. Ultrasonic
D. Photoelectric

Detecting someone across an open field relies on sensing heat differences, not just
motion or light. Infrared detectors pick up the radiant heat emitted by the human body,
which creates a clear contrast against the cooler ground, grass, and sky of an outdoor
setting. This heat signature is relatively distinct, so a person moving through the field
tends to stand out, making detection reliable day or night. Other technologies either rely
on waves or beams that can be disrupted by wind, rain, or vegetation, or require precise
line-of-sight alignment across a wide area. By focusing on the warm body’s infrared
radiation, infrared systems provide stronger, more consistent indication of an intruder
moving across an outdoor field.

8. Which option best describes 'Labeled' in equipment
compliance?
A. A label or identifying mark attached to equipment by an

organization acceptable to the AHJ
B. A warranty certificate from the manufacturer
C. A price tag on the equipment
D. An internal inspection sticker from the installer

Labeled means there is a label or identifying mark on the equipment that shows it has
been evaluated and approved by a recognized third-party organization that the Authority
Having Jurisdiction accepts. This label indicates the equipment meets applicable safety
and performance standards, so inspectors can trust it is compliant. A warranty certificate
doesn’t verify standards compliance, a price tag only shows cost, and an internal installer
sticker isn’t recognized as third-party compliance evidence, since it isn’t external
validation by an approved testing body.
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9. Mesh networks are only approved for burglary alarm
signals and not approved by NFPA 72 for transmitting
commercial fire alarms.
A. FALSE
B. TRUE
C. Not approved for any alarm type
D. Approved for both burglar and fire alarms

Mesh networks can be used to transmit alarm signals, including fire alarms, as long as
the network path is listed for fire signaling and approved by the authority having
jurisdiction. NFPA 72 recognizes multiple signaling paths beyond traditional wired lines,
including wireless and IP-based networks, provided the equipment and installation meet
the code’s requirements for reliability, redundancy, and security. The statement is false
because NFPA 72 does not restrict mesh networks to burglar alarms only; they can be
approved for commercial fire alarm signaling when properly listed and AHJ-approved.

10. Plenum-rated cables are designed for plenum spaces
because they have a very low fire load and produce less toxic
smoke.
A. False
B. True
C. Only true for outdoor spaces
D. Only for high-voltage

Plenum-rated cables are designed for spaces that circulate air, like the big ventilation
ducts in a building. In an actual fire, cables in these spaces can feed the spread of flames
and push smoke and toxic gases through the HVAC system. Because of that,
plenum-rated cables use flame-retardant materials and often exhibit lower smoke
production and fewer toxic emissions than standard cables. That combination helps keep
the air in the building safer and slows the spread of smoke through the building’s air
distribution, which is exactly why they’re specified for plenum spaces.   These cables
aren’t limited to outdoor areas, and their importance isn’t about high voltage—the rating
is about fire performance and smoke/toxicity in air-handling spaces.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://caalarmcompanyop.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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