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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which of the following is NOT one of the four types of commands used in
military drill?
A. Supplemental
B. Combined
C. Standardized
D. Execution

2. Which term best describes "gun decking" in a Navy context?
A. Making up false reports
B. Deck maintenance
C. Ship repairs
D. Training exercise

3. Which of the following is not a category of drill commands?
A. Supplemental
B. Execution
C. Intrinsic
D. Preparatory

4. What is the primary purpose of the U.S. Coast Guard?
A. To conduct search and rescue operations
B. To enforce laws and regulations on water
C. To safeguard the nation's maritime interests and environment
D. To provide military support during wartime

5. What phrase is used to call attention when a dignitary enters the
classroom?
A. Stand at ease!
B. Attention on deck!
C. Fall in!
D. Present arms!
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6. How is a sailor referred to until they cross the equator?
A. Old Salt
B. Shellback
C. Greenhorn
D. Polywog

7. What is the tenth order to the sentry related to?
A. Responding to calls from other sentries.
B. Salute all officers and colors and standards not cased.
C. Ensuring no unauthorized entries are made.
D. Practicing drill commands during shifts.

8. What is meant by 'heaving line' in deck terms?
A. A heavy line used for towing
B. A light line thrown to assist in securing a heavier line
C. A line used for communication
D. A line used for anchoring

9. What does the "emergency position indicating radio beacon" (EPIRB) do?
A. Signals other ships for safe passage
B. Sends out a distress signal with the ship's location
C. Alerts the crew about weather changes
D. Provides a communication relay for emergencies

10. What is the rank insignia for Cadet E6?
A. Silver eagle over one chevron
B. Petty Officer First Class
C. One gold bar
D. Three gold bars
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Answers
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1. C
2. A
3. C
4. C
5. B
6. D
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Which of the following is NOT one of the four types of commands used in
military drill?
A. Supplemental
B. Combined
C. Standardized
D. Execution

The four types of commands used in military drill are designed to give clear and concise instructions to units
during training or ceremonies. These commands typically include preparatory commands that signal what action
is going to occur, execution commands that indicate when the action should be taken, combined commands that
serve both functions, and supplemental commands that provide additional information or instructions.  The term
"standardized" does not refer to a recognized type of command within military drill. Instead, standardized
procedures or drills may exist to ensure that commands are executed consistently across various scenarios or
units, but this does not categorize as a type of command itself. The established commands are specifically
structured to facilitate effective communication among troops, enhancing the precision and coordination of
movements. Understanding the correct classifications of commands is crucial for performing drills accurately
and maintaining discipline within military formations.

2. Which term best describes "gun decking" in a Navy context?
A. Making up false reports
B. Deck maintenance
C. Ship repairs
D. Training exercise

In a Navy context, "gun decking" refers to the practice of making up false reports or inflating assessments
related to the condition of a ship or the performance of personnel. This term originated from instances where
crew members would falsify inspection readiness to avoid negative consequences, often resulting in a
misleading representation of a ship's operational capabilities.   This practice can severely undermine the
integrity of operations, as surface-level assessments may overlook critical issues that could affect a ship’s
safety or operational effectiveness. Understanding this term is essential for recognizing the importance of
honesty and accountability in reporting, which ultimately contributes to maintaining the standards and readiness
of naval forces.   Other options, such as deck maintenance, ship repairs, or training exercises, do not accurately
capture the intent behind the term “gun decking,” which is fundamentally about misrepresentation rather than
physical upkeep or training activities.
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3. Which of the following is not a category of drill commands?
A. Supplemental
B. Execution
C. Intrinsic
D. Preparatory

In the context of drill commands, understanding the different categories helps clarify how commands are
structured and executed during training. Preparatory commands are designed to prepare the drill team for the
action that will follow. They indicate what the members will do and allow them to get ready for execution.
Execution commands are direct and signal the actual action to be performed.  Supplemental commands may
provide additional information or instructions to enhance understanding and execution but are not fundamental
categories of commands as recognized in traditional drill sequences.  Intrinsic is not recognized as a standard
category in the context of drill commands. Instead, it does not relate to the basic structure of drill commands,
which typically include preparatory and execution commands, among others. Therefore, recognizing that
"intrinsic" does not align with the recognized categories clarifies why it is the correct choice for what is not a
category of drill commands.

4. What is the primary purpose of the U.S. Coast Guard?
A. To conduct search and rescue operations
B. To enforce laws and regulations on water
C. To safeguard the nation's maritime interests and environment
D. To provide military support during wartime

The primary purpose of the U.S. Coast Guard centers around safeguarding the nation's maritime interests and
environment. This broad responsibility encompasses various missions such as law enforcement, search and
rescue, environmental protection, and national defense. Protecting maritime interests includes ensuring the
safety of navigation, securing ports, and defending against threats to the nation's waters.  While conducting
search and rescue operations is a vital function of the Coast Guard, it is part of the larger mission of protecting
maritime interests. Similarly, enforcing laws and regulations on water is an essential duty but again falls under
the broader mandate of safeguarding U.S. interests at sea. The Coast Guard's role during wartime is significant,
but it is one aspect of their overall mission and not their primary purpose. Overall, the answer highlights the
comprehensive nature of the Coast Guard's responsibilities in maintaining safety and security in maritime
environments.
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5. What phrase is used to call attention when a dignitary enters the
classroom?
A. Stand at ease!
B. Attention on deck!
C. Fall in!
D. Present arms!

The phrase used to call attention when a dignitary enters the classroom is "Attention on deck!" This phrase is a
formal command that instructs those present to stand in a respectful posture that signifies alertness and
readiness. It emphasizes recognition and respect for the authority and position of the dignitary entering the
space. The use of this phrase helps create an atmosphere of discipline and acknowledges the presence of
someone of importance.  Other commands listed, while useful in their contexts, do not specifically pertain to
addressing dignitaries. For instance, "Stand at ease" is used to ease the posture of those at attention once the
dignitary has arrived. "Fall in" typically pertains to assembling troops or personnel for roll call or formation.
"Present arms," on the other hand, is a command that instructs individuals to render honors, usually used in
conjunction with a salute, often for military ceremonies and flag presentations rather than simply to
acknowledge an entrance in a classroom setting.

6. How is a sailor referred to until they cross the equator?
A. Old Salt
B. Shellback
C. Greenhorn
D. Polywog

A sailor who has not yet crossed the equator is referred to as a Polywog. This term specifically designates those
who have yet to participate in the initiation rites typically associated with crossing the equator, which often
include a ceremonial process. Once a sailor successfully crosses the equator and participates in these rituals,
they earn the title of Shellback, symbolizing their transition from a Polywog to one who has completed this
significant maritime milestone.  The terminology surrounding this tradition illustrates the importance of
maritime culture and the sense of camaraderie among sailors. The distinction between Polywogs and Shellbacks
is part of naval folklore and is celebrated in various navies around the world.  In contrast, the terms Old Salt and
Greenhorn have different meanings within maritime language. An Old Salt refers to an experienced sailor, while a
Greenhorn denotes someone who is new and lacks experience at sea. These terms do not specifically relate to
the crossing of the equator, making them irrelevant in this context.

7. What is the tenth order to the sentry related to?
A. Responding to calls from other sentries.
B. Salute all officers and colors and standards not cased.
C. Ensuring no unauthorized entries are made.
D. Practicing drill commands during shifts.

The tenth order to the sentry is primarily about saluting all officers as well as colors and standards that are not
cased. This order emphasizes the importance of displaying respect and military courtesy when encountering
officers and certain flags during duty. Saluting is a fundamental aspect of military protocol that reinforces
discipline and hierarchy within the ranks. By acknowledging officers and honors due to national symbols,
sentries uphold the traditions and values of the military service.  The other options, while related to sentry duties,
do not align with the specific directive of the tenth order. Responding to calls from other sentries, ensuring no
unauthorized entries, and practicing drill commands are important aspects of a sentry's responsibilities, but they
do not directly pertain to the formal requirements of saluting, which is what the tenth order explicitly governs.
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8. What is meant by 'heaving line' in deck terms?
A. A heavy line used for towing
B. A light line thrown to assist in securing a heavier line
C. A line used for communication
D. A line used for anchoring

A 'heaving line' refers to a lightweight line, typically thrown by hand to assist in securing a heavier line, such as a
mooring line or a towing line. The purpose of the heaving line is to facilitate the transfer of the heavier line from
one vessel to another or from a vessel to a dock, making it easier to handle the heavier line, which may be
difficult to throw or manage directly due to its weight and rigidity.   In many maritime operations, especially in
docking or anchoring, the ability to throw a light line accurately is crucial. Once the heaving line reaches its
target, it can be secured to the heavier line and pulled back, bringing the heavier line along with it for secure
handling. This efficient method enhances safety and effectiveness on deck, as it reduces the physical effort
required to handle heavier lines directly.   The other options refer to lines with different purposes, such as towing,
communication, or anchoring, and do not pertain to the specific use or function of a heaving line.

9. What does the "emergency position indicating radio beacon" (EPIRB) do?
A. Signals other ships for safe passage
B. Sends out a distress signal with the ship's location
C. Alerts the crew about weather changes
D. Provides a communication relay for emergencies

The emergency position indicating radio beacon (EPIRB) is specifically designed to enhance search and rescue
operations by sending out a distress signal that includes the ship's precise location. When activated, the EPIRB
transmits a signal on designated frequencies that are monitored by satellites and other search and rescue
organizations. This information allows rescuers to identify the location of the distress signal quickly, thereby
facilitating efficient response efforts. The technology behind EPIRBs is critical in maritime safety, particularly in
emergencies where every second counts for the individuals in distress.   The other options do not accurately
describe the primary function of an EPIRB. For instance, signaling other ships for safe passage does not align
with the distress function of the EPIRB. Similarly, alerting the crew about weather changes pertains more to
weather forecasting and vigilance, not the specific function of an EPIRB. Providing a communication relay for
emergencies typically describes other devices like VHF radios, which can facilitate two-way communication but
do not serve the same purpose as an EPIRB, which is primarily focused on distress signaling.
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10. What is the rank insignia for Cadet E6?
A. Silver eagle over one chevron
B. Petty Officer First Class
C. One gold bar
D. Three gold bars

The rank insignia for Cadet E6 is associated with the title of Petty Officer First Class in the United States Navy
and Coast Guard. This rank is represented by a silver eagle perched above one chevron. The insignia signifies
not only the level of achievement that a cadet has reached within the training framework but also denotes
leadership responsibilities and technical proficiency.  Understanding rank insignia is crucial for cadets, as it
helps in recognizing the hierarchy and responsibilities that come with each rank. Petty Officer First Class (E6)
indicates that the individual has progressed through the ranks and has acquired additional skills and leadership
capabilities necessary to assist in managing and guiding junior personnel.  The other options represent different
ranks and insignias that do not correspond with E6 specifically. For instance, one gold bar signifies the rank of
Ensign, and three gold bars typically represent a higher officer rank in a different context. Thus, recognizing the
correct insignia is essential for both identifying rank and understanding the associated roles in military
structure.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://cadetseamanapprentice.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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