Boatswain’s Mate Petty
Officer Second Class (BM2)
Advancement Practice Exam
(Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://bm2advancement.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://bm2advancement.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e e 1
Table of Contents ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeens 2
INtroduction ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e ceeeeae 3
How to Use This Guide ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniinens 4
L1011 =13 0 ) 1 7 5
ANSWETS ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeentaacacosentosentonsncossntosensoscnsanss 8
EXplanations ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieetiacnttnenenes 10

LN T ] 1= 0 1 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What does a yellow flare fired by a submarine indicate?
A. I am surfacing

B. Assistance required
C. Request for escort
D. Emergency situation

2. What maneuver is indicated by the signalman making a

chopping motion with a RED signal device in the right hand
on a GREEN one in the left hand?

A. Begin replenishment
B. Notify all clear

C. Trip pelican hook

D. Signal to halt

3. What action should a vessel take when it hears the sound
signal of another vessel indicating it is altering course?

A. Continue on the current course
B. Signal back with the same sound

C. Assess the situation and adjust course accordingly
D. Maintain speed and position

4. A vessel engaged in diving operations during restricted

visibility or at night must display which all-around light
combination?

A. Red, white, red

B. Red, red, white

C. Green, white, green
D. White, red, green

5. Which conditional statement aligns with a ship's readiness
status during severe weather?

A. Always prepared for deployment
B. Condition Two indicates immediate threat

C. Condition Four indicates a potential threat within 72 hours
D. No condition can change without verification
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6. Which rule of the Inland Rules states that a pushing vessel

and a vessel being pushed ahead are treated as a
power-driven vessel?

A. Rule 23
B. Rule 24(a)
C. Rule 24(b)
D. Rule 25

7. What is described as a 6-foot length of braided halyard
with a ring on one end and a snap hook on the other?
A. Brake line

B. Sheet line
C. Tackling
D. Grab line

8. What color of chem light is attached to shot line
projectiles?

A. Green
B. Orange
C. Yellow
D. Blue

9. What is the significance of conducting no-load tests on
cranes?

A. To assess operator efficiency

B. To ensure safety without the risk of lifting loads
C. To measure environmental impact

D. To improve crane speed

10. What is typically the order of precedence when displaying
colors?

A. Local flags, Command flags, National ensign
B. National ensign, Command flags, Local flags

C. Command flags, Local flags, National ensign
D. National ensign only
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Explanations




1. What does a yellow flare fired by a submarine indicate?
A. 1 am surfacing
B. Assistance required
C. Request for escort
D. Emergency situation

A yellow flare fired by a submarine is used to indicate the intent to surface. This signal
serves an important purpose in maintaining safe operations, especially in controlled
waters where submarines may be operating beneath the surface. Firing a yellow flare is a
clear visual cue to other vessels in the vicinity, informing them that the submarine is
about to come to the surface, allowing for avoidance of potential collisions and
enhancing navigation safety. The other options represent different signaling situations
but do not accurately describe the meaning of a yellow flare specifically associated with
submarines. Understanding this signaling is crucial for maritime safety and operations,
especially in environments where submarines are prevalent.

2. What maneuver is indicated by the signalman making a

chopping motion with a RED signal device in the right hand
on a GREEN one in the left hand?

A. Begin replenishment
B. Notify all clear

C. Trip pelican hook

D. Signal to halt

The maneuver indicated by the signalman making a chopping motion with a red signal
device in the right hand while holding a green one in the left hand signals the action to
trip a pelican hook. In maritime operations, a pelican hook is a type of hook used for
securing loads, and tripping it is necessary to release the load in a controlled manner.
The combination of the red chopping motion typically indicates a command or directive
with urgency, while the green signifies the operation's context, establishing that the
necessary release of the load is to occur. This signal is crucial in maintaining safety and
coordination during operations involving heavy lifting or cargo transfer, particularly
when working with ships and flat-deck lifting systems. Understanding these signals is

essential for safe and effective operations at sea, particularly in replenishment and cargo
handling scenarios.
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3. What action should a vessel take when it hears the sound
signal of another vessel indicating it is altering course?

A. Continue on the current course
B. Signal back with the same sound

C. Assess the situation and adjust course accordingly
D. Maintain speed and position

When a vessel hears a sound signal from another vessel indicating it is altering course, it
is crucial for the crew to assess the situation and adjust their own course accordingly.
This action is based on the principles of safe navigation and collision avoidance outlined
in the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGs). When one
vessel signals that it is changing course, the other vessel must determine the potential
implications of this change on their own navigation. Assessing the situation helps in
understanding the relative movements and intentions of both vessels, which is vital for
maintaining safety at sea. Adjusting course may involve altering speed or direction to
ensure that a safe distance is maintained between vessels, thus preventing potential
collisions. The situation should be evaluated based on factors such as visibility, the
proximity of the other vessel, and any other navigational hazards that may exist. In
contrast, actions such as continuing on the current course or maintaining speed and
position without assessing the surrounding context can lead to dangerous situations.
Signaling back with the same sound does not provide meaningful information and could
potentially lead to confusion. Therefore, the correct response is to evaluate the situation
and make necessary adjustments to navigate safely.

4. A vessel engaged in diving operations during restricted
visibility or at night must display which all-around light
combination?

A. Red, white, red
B. Red, red, white
C. Green, white, green

D. White, red, green

A vessel engaged in diving operations during restricted visibility or at night is required to
display a specific combination of all-around lights to ensure visibility and indicate its
activities to other vessels. The correct combination of lights is red, white, red. The red
lights indicate that the vessel is engaged in diving operations, signaling to other vessels
that they should keep clear of the area for safety. The white light serves as a warning that
the vessel has an active operation in progress, allowing other mariners to understand the
nature of the vessel's activities. The arrangement of red, white, and red lights provides a
clear visual cue about the vessel's status, making it evident that it is not just stationary
but involved in diving, which inherently carries risks for both the divers and nearby
vessels. The other light combinations listed do not appropriately indicate a diving
operation. For instance, green lights are typically associated with vessels that are under
sail or conducting different types of operations and do not convey the necessary warnings
to indicate diving activities. Therefore, the specific combination of red, white, red is

crucial for communicating the vessel's operational status effectively to maintain safety
on the water.
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5. Which conditional statement aligns with a ship's readiness
status during severe weather?

A. Always prepared for deployment
B. Condition Two indicates immediate threat

C. Condition Four indicates a potential threat within 72 hours
D. No condition can change without verification

A ship's readiness status is crucial during severe weather conditions, and understanding
the specific conditions helps ensure proper preparation and response. The statement
indicating that Condition Four signifies a potential threat within 72 hours is accurate
because it reflects the Navy's readiness levels, which are established to prepare a vessel
and its crew for varying degrees of hazard. Condition Four is the lowest state of
readiness, meaning that there is a possibility of threats, such as severe weather,
developing within the next 72 hours. This allows the crew to maintain a watchful eye
without immediate action, balancing readiness with resource management. It ensures
that while the threat is acknowledged, there is no overwhelming urgency yet, allowing for
preemptive measures to be taken in good time. On the other hand, the other options do
not align as closely with the definitions of the various readiness conditions. For instance,
being "always prepared for deployment" does not account for the nuances of readiness
levels, while the definitions surrounding Conditions Two and the verification of
conditions may pertain to specific protocols that do not directly explain the threat
timeframe like Condition Four does. Understanding these roles helps in making informed
decisions during severe weather, thus ensuring both safety and operational
preparedness.

6. Which rule of the Inland Rules states that a pushing vessel
and a vessel being pushed ahead are treated as a
power-driven vessel?

A. Rule 23
B. Rule 24(a)
C. Rule 24(b)
D. Rule 25

The correct choice is based on Rule 24(b) of the Inland Rules, which specifically
addresses the scenario involving tow vessels. This rule clearly states that when a pushing
vessel is engaged in pushing a vessel ahead, both the pushing vessel and the vessel being
pushed are regarded as a single power-driven vessel for the purposes of determining
their navigation and conduct. Understanding this rule is crucial because it helps to
clarify the responsibilities and interactions between these vessels on the water. Since
both the pushing and the pushed vessels have to navigate together, they exhibit the same
characteristics and responsibilities that a standard power-driven vessel would have. This
means that rules regarding navigation, signaling, and safety approaches also apply to
them as if they were a single unit, facilitating safer and more effective maneuvering in
tight spaces or during complex navigation scenarios. This interpretation fosters a
greater understanding of the dynamics of vessel interaction in the inland waterways,
making it essential knowledge for those in roles like the Boatswain’s Mate.
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7. What is described as a 6-foot length of braided halyard
with a ring on one end and a snap hook on the other?

A. Brake line
B. Sheet line

C. Tackling
D. Grab line

The correct answer is addressing a specific type of equipment used on a boat. The
description provided indicates a halyard, which is primarily used for hoisting sails or
flags. The key features are the 6-foot length, braided construction, and the fittings—a
ring on one end and a snap hook on the other. This construction implies that it is
primarily used for tasks that require secure attachment and detachment to facilitate
adjustments, such as securing a sail or flag quickly. The other options do not align with
this clear functional layout. A brake line pertains more to slowing or stopping
mechanisms, thus it does not fit the description. A sheet line is typically associated with
controlling the sails themselves rather than functioning as a direct connection device.
Finally, tackling usually refers to a system of ropes or blocks used to give greater
mechanical advantage, which is a more complex arrangement than described. Therefore,
the description directly aligns with the characteristics of tackling in a boating context,
clarifying its significance within sailing operations.

8. What color of chem light is attached to shot line
projectiles?

A. Green

B. Orange
C. Yellow

D. Blue

The color of chem lights attached to shot line projectiles is orange. This color is
specifically chosen for its visibility in various conditions, allowing personnel to easily
identify and locate the shot line projectiles during operations. Orange stands out against
most backgrounds, enhancing safety and operational efficiency since the shot lines are
often used in dark or low-visibility situations. In the context of maritime operations,
ensuring that crew members can quickly spot critical equipment like shot line projectiles
is vital for effective communication and maneuvering during transfers or towing
operations. The use of orange also helps maintain consistency across different types of
equipment, as the color is recognized within the maritime community for this specific
purpose.
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9. What is the significance of conducting no-load tests on
cranes?

A. To assess operator efficiency
B. To ensure safety without the risk of lifting loads

C. To measure environmental impact
D. To improve crane speed

Conducting no-load tests on cranes is essential for ensuring safety without the risk of
lifting actual loads. These tests allow operators and maintenance personnel to evaluate
the crane’s fundamental operations, such as movement, controls, and braking systems,
under safe conditions. During a no-load test, the crane's components can be inspected
for wear and functionality, which helps to identify potential issues before they become
significant problems during actual load-lifting scenarios. The absence of a load
eliminates the risks associated with heavy lifting, allowing for comprehensive testing of
the equipment's limits and performance. This process is crucial not only for the
immediate safety of operating personnel but also for ensuring long-term operational
reliability. By testing the crane in no-load conditions, operators can confidently prepare
for future lifting operations, knowing the equipment operates as expected without the
added complexities and dangers associated with handling actual loads.

10. What is typically the order of precedence when displaying
colors?

A. Local flags, Command flags, National ensign

B. National ensign, Command flags, Local flags
C. Command flags, Local flags, National ensign
D. National ensign only

The order of precedence for displaying colors is essential in maritime tradition and
protocol. The correct answer emphasizes the importance of the National ensign as the
highest authority when it comes to flag etiquette. The National ensign, which represents
the nation and its sovereignty, is always displayed first and is treated with the utmost
respect. It signifies the identity of the vessel and the country it serves. Following the
National ensign are command flags, which represent specific commands or units within
the organization, indicating the authority and operational status of that command.
Lastly, local flags, which typically denote local or regional affiliations, are displayed
subsequently. This hierarchical display underscores the priority given to national
identity over unit or local representation in a naval context. Proper adherence to this
order of precedence reflects a sailor's respect for maritime customs and the tradition of
naval service.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://bm2advancement.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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